St. Peter’s Church
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province
AUGUST 11, 2019
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 12:00 noon
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m.
(Sunday obligation satisfied)
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,
12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m.

WEEKDAY MASSES
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m.,
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and
Holiday Schedules.

CONFESSIONS
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule.

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER
Mondays & Wednesdays:
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after
every Mass
Friday: Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass
Eucharistic Adoration:
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m.
Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS
Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m.

CHURCH HOURS
Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church

Weekend Presiders
Saturday, August 10
5:00 pm
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
Sunday, August 11
9:00 am
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M.
11:00 am
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M.
12:30 pm
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
6:00 pm
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.

Saints’ Days and Observances
Sun., August 11:

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mon., August 12: Ordinary Time
Tues., August 13: Ordinary Time
Wed., August 14: St. Maximillian Kolbe
Thurs., August 15: Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary
Fri., August 16:

Ordinary Time

Sat., August 17:

St. Beatrice of Silva

ST. PETER’S STAFF
Director of Liturgy and Music
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412
Associate Director of Liturgy and Music
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers
James Kapellas 312-853-2418
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FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF
Friar Confessors & Staff:
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M., Pastor
Fr. Ken Capalbo O.F.M.
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M.
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M.
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M
Fr. James Hoffman O.F.M.
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M.
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M.
Br. William Lanning O.F.M.
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M.
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M.
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M.
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M.
Part-time Friar Staff:
Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M.
In Residence:
Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M.
Br. Doug Collins O.F.M.
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M.
Br. Paul Shinok Kang O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M.
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M.
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M.
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M.
Br. Thom Smith O.F.M. (Vocation Office)
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M.

Director of Environment and Sacristan
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254

Programs Director
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Communications & Activities Director
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376
Director of Public Safety
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334
Business Manager
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Young Adult Ministry
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to
St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts are
essential to our ministry, and we are grateful.
Weekly Goal .............................................. $ 12,000
July 25-31
Total....................... $ 9,303
Difference………..$ - 2,697

stpetersloop.org
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR
NINETEENTH SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME
ll of today’s readings speak
about people on the move
in search of a new homeland.
The reading from Wisdom
reminds us of the night of
Passover when the people of
Israel, trusting in God’s
promises, journeyed from slavery to freedom in a new
homeland God had promised.
In the reading from Hebrews, we hear how Abraham
placed his faith and trust in God’s promises and
journeyed to a land promised him and his descendants.
“He went out, not knowing where he was to go.” He
simply and faithfully trusted in God’s guidance. As the
reading states, “Faith is the realization of what is hoped
for and evidence of things not seen.”
The Gospel reading presents us with a parable in
which Jesus reminds his followers to trust in the
Father’s promises: “Do not be afraid any longer, little
flock, for your Father is pleased to give you the
kingdom.” Followers are to be patient as they await the
return of their master, who will bring them into their
new homeland. Jesus touches on the yearning for this
eternal homeland that lies in the human heart. However,
Jesus adds that we must be attentive and prepared for
the arrival of this homeland. We must do our part and
act as faithful stewards of our talents and obligations.
“Much will be required of the person entrusted with
much, and still more will be demanded of the person
entrusted with more.”
We do not journey alone. Our journey is united with
others also responding to God’s call to prepare for the
coming of God’s kingdom. Ours is the task to support
them through lives of service and solidarity.
Abraham may not have known where he was going,
but he was steadfast in his faith. Quoting from St.
Thomas Aquinas, the Catechism of the Catholic Church
explains that such surety comes from the understanding
that the foundation for faith is the Word of God. The
Catechism states, “Faith is certain because it is founded
on the very word of God who cannot lie. ‘The certainty
that the divine light gives is greater than that which the
light of natural reason gives’” (#157).
Abraham trusted in God’s faithfulness. Such trust is
essential in a life of faith and a life of prayer. The
Catechism of the Catholic Church explains, “When God
calls him, Abraham goes forth ‘as the Lord had told
him.’ Such attentiveness of the heart, whose decisions
are made according to God’s will, is essential to prayer.

A

One aspect of the drama of
prayer appears from the
beginning: the test of faith in the
fidelity of God” (#2570).
The faith that Abraham
possessed was such that he not
only journeyed into the unknown
but trusted that a nation would be
birthed from an old man and a
woman who had been barren. The Catechism states,
“Nothing is more apt to confirm our faith and hope than
holding it fixed in our minds that nothing is impossible
with God” (#274).
For Your Reflection: In what ways does your soul
wait for the Lord? What have you done by faith? What
do you value most in life? Do you realize that the place
where you put your time and money is your treasure?
FEAST OF ST. CLARE OF ASSISI
Monday, August 12, 2019
Clare of Assisi was born on July 16, 1194,
and died on August 11, 1253. She founded
the Order of Poor Ladies, a monastic
religious Order for women in the
Franciscan tradition and wrote their Rule of
Life—the first monastic Rule known to
have been written by a woman. Following
her death, the Order she founded was renamed in her
honor as the Order of St. Clare, commonly referred to
today as the Poor Clares.
Clare was born in Assisi, Italy, the eldest daughter of
the wealthy Favorino Scifi and his wife Ortolana.
Ortolana was a very devout woman who had undertaken
pilgrimages to Rome, Santiago de Compostela, and the
Holy Land. Clare was always devoted to prayer as a
child. When she turned fifteen, her parents, especially
her father, wanted her to marry a young and wealthy
man, but she originally wanted to wait until she was
eighteen. But by the time she turned eighteen, she had
heard another citizen of Assisi preaching about Jesus
Christ and going about rebuilding churches, i.e., Francis
Bernardone. His preaching was beginning to change her
life. He told her she was a chosen soul from God.
Soon on Palm Sunday, when people went to receive
their palm branches, she stayed in her place, and the
bishop came down to her with her palm. On that very
night she ran away to go to follow Francis. When she
arrived, he cut her hair and dressed her in a brown tunic
and a veil, with a cord around her waist similar to the
one he wore. Clare was at first housed with the
Benedictine nuns near Bastia and was almost pulled
away by her father, for he truly wanted her to marry.
continued on page 4
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR - CONTINUED
Clare and her sister Agnes soon moved to the church of
San Damiano which Francis himself had rebuilt. Other
women joined them there, and San Damiano became
known for its radically austere lifestyle.
San Damiano became the focal point for Clare’s new
religious Order, which was known in her lifetime as the
Order of San Damiano. San Damiano was long thought
to be the first house of the Order, but recent scholarship
strongly suggests that San Damiano actually joined an
existing network of women’s religious houses organized
by Cardinal Hugolino, who later became Pope Gregory
IX. Hugolino wanted San Damiano as part of the Order
he founded because of the prestige of Clare’s
monastery. San Damiano emerged as the most
important house in the Order, and Clare became its
undisputed leader.
Unlike the Franciscan friars whose members moved
around the country to preach, St. Clare’s sisters lived in
enclosure since an itinerant life was hardly conceivable
at that time for women. The life of the Ladies consisted
of manual labor and prayer. They wore no shoes, had
poor clothing, ate no meat and lived basically on what
the townspeople gave them. Because of the holiness of
their lives, the people of Assisi admired them and
wanted them to have all the necessities they needed in
order to both survive and thrive.
For a short period of time, the Order was directed by
Francis himself. Then in 1216, Clare accepted the role
of abbess of San Damiano. As abbess, Clare had more
authority to lead the Order than when she was the
prioress, who had to follow the orders of a priest
heading the community. Clare defended her Order from
the attempts of prelates to impose a Rule on them that
more closely resembled the Rule of Saint Benedict
rather than Francis’ stricter vows. Clare sought to
imitate Francis’ virtues and way of life so much so that
she was sometimes titled “Another Francis.” She also
played a significant role in encouraging and aiding
Francis, whom she saw as a spiritual father figure, and
she took care of him during his illnesses at the end of
his life, until his death in 1226.
After Francis’ death, Clare continued to promote the
growth of her Order, writing letters to abbesses in other
parts of Europe and thwarting every attempt by each
successive pope to impose a Rule on her Order which
would water down the radical commitment to corporate
poverty she had originally embraced. She did this
despite the fact that she endured a long period of poor
health until her death. Clare’s Franciscan theology of
joyous poverty in imitation of Christ is evident in the
Rule she wrote for her community and in her four letters

to Agnes of Prague.
On September 17, 1228, the pope sent her letters
because she had filled him with admiration. On August
9, 1253, Pope Innocent IV confirmed that Clare’s Rule
would serve as the governing Rule for the entire Order.
Two days later, Clare died at the age of 59. Her remains
were interred at the chapel of San Giorgio while a
church to hold her remains was being constructed. On
August 15, 1255, Pope Alexander IV canonized Clare
as Saint Clare of Assisi. Construction of the Basilica of
Saint Clare was completed in 1260, and on October 3rd
of that year Clare’s remains were transferred to the
basilica where they are buried beneath the high altar.
Some 600 years later—in 1872—Saint Clare’s remains
were transferred to a newly constructed shrine in the
crypt of the basilica, where they can still be seen today.
Pope Pius XII designated Clare the patron saint of
television in 1958, on the basis that when she was too ill
to attend Mass, she had reportedly been able to see and
hear it on the wall of her room. In art, Clare is often
shown carrying a monstrance or pyx in commemoration
of the time when she held off the soldiers of Frederick
II at the gates of her convent by displaying the Blessed
Sacrament and kneeling in prayer.
Here at St. Peter’s we will celebrate the Feast of
Clare on Monday, August 12, with a Solemn Mass at
11:40 A.M. We hope many people will be able to join
us on this festive occasion. Please note that, because of
the length of this celebration, there will not be a Mass
beginning at 12:15 on this day.
We also invite everyone to join us for Solemn Vespers
on this feast of St. Clare. Vespers will begin at 5:40
P.M.—shortly after the conclusion of the 5:00 Mass—
and will last approximately a half hour. What a
magnificent way to end the day on this great feast.
COMMUNAL ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Here at St. Peter’s we have a
tradition of celebrating the
sacrament of the sick in a
communal way four times a
year, and one of these is
around the feast of St. Clare.
We will therefore celebrate
the sacrament of the sick on Wednesday, August 14,
within the context of the Eucharist at the 1:15 Mass.
Anyone who is about to have a surgery, who is
undergoing serious tests with a physician, who suffers
from a chronic disease such as diabetes, difficulty
breathing, undergoing cancer treatments, or who is over
the age of 62 is invited to receive the sacrament during
this Mass.
continued on page 6
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THIS WEEK

SCRIPTURE STUDY

Monday, August 12
St. Clare Solemn Mass with Choir 11:40 am
Solemn Vespers 5:40 pm
12:10 Divorced and Separated (C)
5:00 Men’s Group (P)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Tuesday, August 13
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 Unabridged Catholicism -The Biblical
Origins of the Church, Fr. Derran (A)
D.A. (B)
5:30 Legion of Mary (P)
6:00 Brother Jacoba (C)
Wednesday, August 14 Anointing Mass 1:15 pm
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 Book Study—Following Jesus
Fr. Derran (B)
San Damiano (C)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Thursday, August 15 Assumption of Blessed Virgin
Festive Mass with Choir 12:15 pm
12:00 A.A. (C)
Friday, August 16
12:10 A.C.A. (B)

Lk. 1: 39-56

August
gu Book
oo Study
y
Following Jesu
Jesus
sus
(Catholic
holic Spirituality for
or Adu
Adults)
s)

By John
oh Shea
ea
The theologian and popular
storyteller John Shea introduces us to a
Jesus who is uncompromising in his
desire for us to follow him and expe
experience
e.
peace, joy, love, and assurance.

Presented by: Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M., Ph.D.
Tuesdays, August 14, 21, 28
12:10-12:50 pm Lower Level
August 14: Chapters 3 & 4
Pre-Read Pages 54-77
August 21: Chapters 5 & 6
Pre-Read Pages 78-93
August 28: Chapters 7-9
Pre-Read Pages 94-140
Assigned reading for each week.
Books may be purchased at St. Peter’s Book Store.
All are invited to attend. Free will offering.

They tell me that there are countries in South and Central
America where praying the words of Mary’s Magnificat
(the words Mary speaks to Elizabeth in the Gospel for the
Feast of the Assumption) is prohibited by law. When I
first heard this I was surprised. Who would make such a
law, especially in a “Christian” country? The answer, it
seems, is anyone who would be threatened by words like
“He…has scattered the proud in their conceit…cast down
the mighty from their thrones…” and “…lifted up the
lowly…filled the hungry…and the rich he has sent away
empty.” Good news for the poor but not so good if you
happen to be rich.
Suppose someone came into your office or shop and said
that those who were being paid the lowest salaries would
be receiving a bonus so large that they would be able to
buy steaks for dinner and new winter coats for everyone in
their family? And then, what if they said that those who
were making the highest salaries would suddenly find that
their money was no good? If you happened to be among
the poor living in a third world country this would
probably come as pretty good news. But what if you were
among the rich?
Bring it closer to home. What if you were a day laborer
hired to pick cucumbers or wash dishes in a fancy
restaurant and someone told you that from now on you
would be paid enough money to not only support your
family but even send your children to college? What if
you were the president of the company that processed the
vegetables? Or the owner of the fancy restaurant?
Mary was an unmarried, pregnant teenager. Later she
would know what it meant to leave her homeland, afraid
for her life and that of her child. She would see her Son
convicted of crimes He did not commit and unjustly
sentenced to death. Mary was not unlike many people
living today in third world countries – or even in our own.
What would happen if the Magnificat was proclaimed on
the Evening News? How would we react to Mary’s
words?
by Vinal Van Benthem ofs

Little Rock Scripture Begins

Friday, August 23
12:10-12:50 pm Lower Level
$10 Registration Fee Includes Materials
Aug. 23: Introduction to the Little Rock
Approach to Scripture Study
Aug. 30: Background to Luke’s Gospel
Sept. 6: Luke: Chapters 12-13 Part 1
Sept. 13: Luke: Chapters 12-13 Part 2
Sept. 20: Luke: Chapters 14-16 Part 1
Sept. 27: Luke: Chapters 14-16 Part 2

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church
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We ask that those who wish to receive the sacrament
be present at least five to ten minutes before the
beginning of Mass so that you can be properly seated
throughout the church in order to allow the priests to
come easily for the laying on of hands and for the
anointing with the oil of the sick, both of which will
take place after the homily. We look forward to seeing
many of you here on Wednesday, August 14, at the 1:15
Mass. You might want to aler t some of your fr iends
and co-workers of this wonderful opportunity to receive
the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick since it
brings the healing power of Christ to us in this special
way.
THE SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION
Thursday, August 15, 2019
The Feast of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary is always
celebrated on August 15th, and this year
it falls on this coming Thursday. The
feast of the Assumption is one of the
holydays of obligation in the United
States, so this means that all Catholics
are obliged to participate in the Eucharist on this day.
Here at St. Peter’s you have the opportunity to fulfill
this obligation at any one of thirteen Masses: at the 5:00
P.M. Vigil Mass on Wednesday afternoon, and on
Thursday at 6:00, 6:45, 7:30, 8:15, 9:00, 10:00, 11:15,
12;15 (Festive Mass with choir), 1:15, 4:30, 5:15 and
6:00. Please plan ahead now for which Mass is most
convenient for you, and don’t hesitate to invite someone
else at work to join you.
The feast of the Assumption celebrates our belief that
Mary “was taken up body and soul into heavenly
glory” (Catechism of the Catholic Church #966, quoting
Lumen Gentium #59). This unprecedented act by God
anticipates “the resurrection of all members of Christ’s
body.”
In our readings today, we encounter Mary as an
expectant mother visiting Elizabeth and sharing with her
the joy of motherhood. Tradition locates the house of
Zechariah and Elizabeth several miles outside of
Jerusalem. This means that Mary’s journey from
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea would have taken about
three days. There is a heightened sense of joy in Luke’s
description of the meeting of the mothers. Even John the
Baptist “leaped for joy” in his mother’s womb in
response to Mary’s greeting and the presence of the
Messiah.
The text in Revelation presents an image that has been
applied to Mary over the centuries: “a woman clothed
with the sun” and who “was with child.” The mother
and child are both threatened by a “huge red dragon.”
But the child is “caught up to God,” while the mother
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“fled into the desert where she had a place prepared by
God.” Ultimately the dragon is defeated by the child and
his supporters.
In Corinthians, Paul speaks of Christ as the “first
fruits of those who have fallen asleep.” Christ’s
resurrection is not intended to be unique; it is a
foreshadowing of our own resurrection at the end of
time. The Bible tells us that death is a result of sin. But
“just as in Adam all die, so too in Christ shall all be
brought to life.” Mary’s assumption, an anticipation of
our own resurrection, is on account of her life lived
without sin. Not having sinned, she does not face the
consequence of sin and so shares in the resurrected life
immediately.
PRAYING VESPERS AT ST. PETER’S
We invite you to join us for
Vespers (Evening Prayer) in
church on most Mondays and
Wednesdays shortly after the
conclusion of the 5:00 P.M.
Mass. This is a common prayer with both the friars and
laity together praying this liturgical hour of the Church.
We provide the book in which the prayer can be found;
all you have to do is bring yourself and a desire to join
with people around the world who pray this prayer
every single day. We are always finished by 6:00, so
you should be able to make your train or your bus if you
decide to join us. Just come up to the front of church by
the St. Joseph altar, and we will show you how the
prayer is recited. We hope many people will consider
this way of ending your day on a pleasant note.
A SUMMERTIME CHUCKLE
My wife, a registered nurse, once fussed over every pain
or mishap that came my way. Recently, however, I got
an indication that the honeymoon is over.
I was about to fix the attic fan, and as I lifted myself
from the ladder in the attic, I scratched my forehead on
a crossbeam. Crawling along, I picked up splinters in
both hands, and I cut one hand replacing the fan belt.
On the way down the ladder, I missed the last two rungs
and turned my ankle.
When I limped into the kitchen, my wife took one look
and said, “Are those your good pants?”

-7-

stpetersloop.org

August 11, 2019

ST. PETER’S BOOK & GIFT SHOP
Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341
Monday-Wednesday 10 am-3 pm ● Thursday & Friday 10 am-6 pm ● Sunday 10 am-2 pm

Over 1,500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards,
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,
Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards

Feast of St. Clare
Monday, August 12
Solemn Mass with Choir ~ 11:40 am
Solemn Vespers ~ 5:40 pm

Communal Anointing of the Sick
Wednesday, August 14
1:15 pm Mass
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Fall Lecture Seriess

Holy Day of Obligation ~ Thursday, August 15

Unabridged Catholicism
m

Solemn Mass with Choir ~ 11:40 am
Solemn Vespers ~ 5:40 pm

Come and join Father Derran
Combs, O.F.M., Ph.D. as he
explores the fundamental teachings and
practices in the Roman Catholic tradition. Each
session will be rooted in Catholic apologetics
and catechesis for adults who desire to pursue
their faith formation with essential teaching material that
will equip them for evangelization.

Tuesdays, 12:10-12:50 pm
St. Clare Auditorium, Lower Level
The Biblical Origins of the Church
August 13:
August 20:
The Church Today: Postmodern
Issues
August 27:
Venerating Mary,
the Mother of God
September 10: The Real Presence of Christ
in the Eucharist
October 1:
Tools of Prayer
Statues and Images
October 8:
Intercessory Prayer
October 15: The Rosary—Gospel on a String
October 22: Sacred Tradition and the Bible
October 29: Calling Priests “Father”
November 12: Moments in Black Catholic History
The Slavery Years
November 19: Moments in Black Catholic History
Emancipation
All are welcome to attend. Free will offering.

St. Clare Lecture Series
es
Thu
Thursdays,
T
hursd
hu
rsdays, 12:10
2::10
0-12:50
- 2:5
: 0 pm
m
St. Clare Auditorium Lower Level
el
August 22 & 29
CLARE OF ASSISI, the play

Fr. Bob Hutmacher OFM

Megan Wells

In 1992 Karen Lee Hodgson wrote a onewoman show, Clare of Assisi, and asked Fr.
Bob Hutmacher, ofm, to score music for the
play. Ms. Hodgson and Fr. Bob traveled
throughout the U.S. and Canada in 1992-93
performing this work for the 800th
anniversary of the birth of St. Clare. This
revival will be presented on two successive
Thursdays, August 22 and 29 at 12:10 p.m.
St. Clare will be portrayed by famed story
teller and actress, Megan Wells and music
will be provided live by Denise La Giglia, flute
and Fr. Bob on harp.

Denise La Giglia

Repair My House
Dr. Jerry Hiller & Marilyn
Rochon M.A., LCPC
Mondays, 12:10 - 12:55 pm Lower Level
$5 donation
Duct Tape Psychology 4: It Isn’t Pretty, But It Sure
Does Hold Your Stuff Together
· August 19—Not Patient Enough vs. Too Patient
· August 26—Manage Your Parental Voices

