St. Peter’s Church
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province
AUGUST 18, 2019
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 12:00 noon
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m.
(Sunday obligation satisfied)
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,
12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m.

WEEKDAY MASSES
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m.,
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and
Holiday Schedules.

CONFESSIONS
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule.

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER
Mondays & Wednesdays:
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after
every Mass
Friday: Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass
Eucharistic Adoration:
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m.
Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS
Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m.

CHURCH HOURS
Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church

Weekend Presiders
Saturday, August 17
5:00 pm
Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M.
Sunday, August 18
9:00 am
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
11:00 am
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M.
12:30 pm
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
6:00 pm
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M.

Saints’ Days and Observances
Sun., August 18:

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mon., August 19: Ordinary Time
Tues., August 20: St. Bernard
Wed., August 21: St. Pius X
Thurs., August 22: The Queenship of the Blessed
Virgin Mary
Fri., August 23:

Ordinary Time

Sat., August 24:

St. Bartholomew

ST. PETER’S STAFF
Director of Liturgy and Music
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412
Associate Director of Liturgy and Music
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers
James Kapellas 312-853-2418
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FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF
Friar Confessors & Staff:
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M., Pastor
Fr. Ken Capalbo O.F.M.
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M.
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M.
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M
Fr. James Hoffman O.F.M.
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M.
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M.
Br. William Lanning O.F.M.
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M.
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M.
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M.
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M.
Part-time Friar Staff:
Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M.
In Residence:
Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M.
Br. Doug Collins O.F.M.
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M.
Br. Paul Shinok Kang O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M.
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M.
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M.
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M.
Br. Thom Smith O.F.M. (Vocation Office)
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M.

Director of Environment and Sacristan
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254

Programs Director
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Communications & Activities Director
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376
Director of Public Safety
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334
Business Manager
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Young Adult Ministry
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to
St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts are
essential to our ministry, and we are grateful.
Weekly Goal .............................................. $ 12,000
August 1-7
Total ....................... $ 9,321
Difference………..$ - 2,679
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR
ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT
ST. PETER’S CHURCH
Fiscal Year 2018-2019
The Archdiocese of Chicago requires all pastors to
publish in the church bulletin a summary financial
report at the end of each fiscal year. We at St. Peter’s
have followed this directive for many years, and below
you have the figures for the fiscal year recently ended.
Even though such a report does not go into detail about
individual line items of receipts and expenses, it does
give parishioners a good idea of where income has
come from and where monies were spent.
Receipts:
Transfer to Franciscan Friars
328,243
Parish Offertory Collections
339,870
Christmas Appeal
48,484
Easter Appeal
24,983
Miscellaneous Income
172,474
Total Regular Income
914,054
Other Income:
Wills and Estates
Friars Legion
Gala Income
Total Other Income

412,436
130,000
141,342
683,778

Total Income
Beginning Cash
Total

1,597,832
19,424
1,617,256

Expenses:
Franciscan Stipends, Housing and Food
Lay Salaries and Benefits
Utilities
Administration
Maintenance and Repair
Altar and Liturgical
Insurance
Archdiocesan Assessment
Speakers and Education
Total Expenses
Ending Cash
Total

328,234
663,670
144,473
40,906
208,749
91,988
66,312
56,904
7,755
1,609,000
8,256
1,617,256

Wills and Estates Accounting:
Wills & Estates Income 7/1/2018-6/30/2019 314,956
Wills & Estates Draw 7/1/2018-6/30/2019 412,436
Net from Reserves
( 97,480)

We want to thank everyone who has contributed in
any way to make this past fiscal year possible. We
absolutely depend on you to keep our doors open, the
programs going, the friars fed and housed, and the
liturgies alive and meaningful. You are the mainstay of
our existence, and we appreciate your generosity and
your continued support.
Please note in the figures above that our regular
weekend and weekday collections only cover a small
percentage of our expenses. Our Christmas and Easter
Appeals, those who have remembered us in their wills,
the many people from near and far who send us
occasional donations through the mail, those who
contribute monthly through the Friars Legion, and those
who made the Gala a grand success—all these are
sources without which we could not exist. If you have
not yet remembered St. Peter’s in your will, please
do so in a generous way so that those who come after
you will be able to benefit from what St. Peter’s has
to offer for the Loop community and for the
thousands of visitors who come to our city yearly to
join us for Mass and confession.
On the expense side, our main outlay is for the
support of the friars and for the salaries, health
insurance, retirement, and social security of our
dedicated lay staff who contribute so much to making
our ministry what it is. Our building is now almost
seventy years old, so maintenance and repair is an
ongoing issue (the previous year we had to spend
$250,000 doing extensive repair work on several of the
compressors that run our air conditioning for the church
and friary, and this summer we have been engaged in
putting on an entire new roof for the building for a cost
of nearly $1,000,000). We could not afford to pay for
the roof ourselves, so our Franciscan Province of the
Sacred Heart paid the entire bill for us. We value the
quality of our liturgical celebrations and make every
effort to make them beautiful, sacred and timely. This
means that art and environment necessarily must be
done well also.
We are required to pay all archdiocesan assessments
like every other parish (a percentage of the ordinary
income). However, St. Peter’s has never been
subsidized by the archdiocese in any way. We will
continue to do all we can to lower our expenses and to
increase our income while maintaining the quality of
our ministry. I noticed that Holy Name Cathedral
notified their parishioners that they were short $120,000
to meet their budget this past fiscal year. The Rector
wrote parishioners a letter and appealed for them to
meet this deficit, and they did.
continued on page 4

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR - CONTINUED
In the figures above you will notice that we received a
goodly amount from generous people who remembered
us in their wills and estates. Not only did we have to use
that entire amount received during the past fiscal year,
but we also had to draw almost $100,000 from our
savings in order to meet all our financial demands. The
end result is that our savings are dwindling fast. Like
the Cathedral, we may have to make a special appeal to
all the people who come to St. Peter’s in order to
replenish that $100,000. We are also considering on
weekdays opening our doors a little later and closing a
bit sooner in order to save some money. It would be
great if we could just print additional money, but that
solution obviously is not tenable. In the meantime, I ask
you to seriously consider increasing your regular
offertory contributions to assist us in paying our bills
and honoring all our commitments.
TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
“I have come to set the
earth on fire, and how I
wish it were already
blazing!” These words in
the Gospel cause us to
take notice. How does
Jesus as the Prince of
Peace square with Jesus
who brings discord and division to the world?
Throughout the Old Testament, fire symbolizes God’s
presence. In the desert, Moses discovers God’s presence
in the burning bush. In Elijah’s great battle with the
prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel, God’s fire
consumed Elijah’s sacrifice. At Pentecost, flames of fire
appeared over the heads of the Apostles symbolizing the
descent of the Holy Spirit.
The symbol of fire also bears with it the power to
purify. When the first of God’s Spirit fills our hearts, we
are purified of selfishness and whatever is not
compatible with a relationship with God. In the process
of purification, we experience the pain of separation
from what has divided us from God.
Commitment to Jesus bears consequences. It brings
about division from those who are opposed to Jesus.
The heart of Jesus’ message is that our relationship with
him is the most significant relationship of all.
Today’s reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
reiterates the Gospel theme that our relationship with
Jesus is the most important aspect in our lives. The
author compares life’s journey to a race we are running.
On the race of life, we are called, as any runner is, to
keep our eyes fixed on the goal, the prize. We are
“keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus.”

In the reading from Hebrews, Paul calls upon
Christians to fix their eyes on Jesus so that they may
carry on Christ’s work in the world. As Lumen gentium
states, Christ continues his work through the People of
God. “Christ, the great Prophet, who proclaimed the
Kingdom of his Father continually fulfills his prophetic
office not only through the hierarchy but also through
the laity whom he made his witnesses and to whom he
gave understanding of the faith so that the power of the
Gospel might shine forth” (#35).
Calling on the people of the Americas to evangelize,
Pope John Paul II’s exhortation Ecclesia in A merica
pointed out that Christ is with the People of God as they
reach out to bring the news of him to others. “With the
command to evangelize which the Risen Lord left to his
Church, there goes the certitude that he continues to live
and work among us. At the same time, this presence
enables us to encounter him, as the Son sent by the
Father, as the Lord of Life who gives us his Spirit. A
fresh encounter with Jesus Christ will make all the
members of the Church in America aware that they are
called to continue the Redeemer’s mission in their
lands” (#7).
The Gospel reading speaks of the earth being set on
fire. Earlier in Luke, John the Baptist states that one is
coming who will baptize with “the Holy Spirit and fire.”
The document A parecida notes that the People of God
allow the Spirit to guide and strengthen them. “The
Church as marked and sealed ‘with Holy Spirit and
fire,’ continues the work of the Messiah, opening the
gates of salvation for the believer” (#151).
For Your Reflection: When have you r elied on God
to be your help and deliverer? What do you need to do
to fix your eyes more on Christ? How could our faith
assembly take a step toward becoming a blazing fire
that shows Christ’s love?
MEMORIAL OF SAINT PIUS X
Wednesday, August 21, 2019
Pope Pius X is perhaps best
remembered for his encouragement of
the frequent reception of Holy
Communion, especially by children.
Prior to his papacy, the norm for first
receiving Holy Communion was
around the age of fourteen; therefore
for many of us who are living today,
we would not have begun to receive the Body and
Blood of Christ until we were teenagers, had it not have
been for the intervention of this marvelous Pope.
The second of ten children in a poor Italian family,
Joseph Sarto became Pius X at the age of 68. He was
continued on page 6
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THIS WEEK
Monday, August 19
12:10 Repair My House (A/B)
Divorced and Separated (C)
5:00 Men’s Group (A)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Tuesday, August 20
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 Unabridged Catholicism The Church Today, Fr. Derran (A)
D.A. (B)
5:30 Legion of Mary (P)
6:00 Br. Jacoba (C)
Wednesday, August 21
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 Book Study—Following Jesus
Fr. Derran (B)
San Damiano (C)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Thursday, August 22
12:00 A.A. (C)
12:10 St. Clare Series: Clare of Assisi Play (A/B)
Friday, August 23
12:10 Little Rock Scripture Study (C)
Introduction by Fr. Derran
A.C.A. (B)

August
gu Book
Boo Study
y
Following Jesu
Jesus
sus
(Catholic
olic Spirituality for
fo Adults)
Ad
Adults)
By John
oh Shea
ea
The theologian and popular storyteller John Shea
introduces us to a Jesus who is uncompromising in
his desire for us to follow
w him and experience peace,
ce.
joy, love, and assurance.
Presented by:
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M., Ph.D.
Wednesdays, August 21, 28
12:10-12:50 pm Lower Level
August 21: Chapters 5 & 6
Pre-Read Pages 78-93
August 28: Chapters 7-9
Pre-Read Pages 94-140
Assigned reading for each week.
Books may be purchased at St. Peter’s Book Store.
All are invited to attend. Free will offering.
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SCRIPTURE STUDY
Lk. 12: 49-532
Jesus said to his disciples: “I have come to set the earth
on fire…”
As I write these words two more American cities are
reeling from the effects of mass shootings. Local
politicians, presidential candidates, and even the President
himself, are making speeches, each expressing his or her
own opinion as to what might be the cause of such
devastating events. Is out-of-control immigration the
cause? Or was at least one of the shootings prompted by
anger and fear in response to the arrival of immigrants?
Was it white supremacist behavior? Or is it a mental health
issue? Is gun control the answer? Will more thorough
background checks prevent such horrors in the future? Or
is it the proliferation of violent video games that causes
people to act in such horrific ways?
Indeed, there is much division in our political household.
Members on both sides of the aisle refuse to acknowledge
that the partisan fires that divide them could, if approached
differently, create opportunities for something new to
grow; while powerful voices in business and the media
continue to add fuel to the destructive fires of anger and
hate. In churches, mosques and synagogues in our own
country the innocent die at the hands of people who refuse
to accept that there are ways to worship other than their
own; while in international news we continue to see the
fires of war destroying lives and any hope of building them
up again. In so many ways our households are divided,
fathers against sons and daughters against mothers. Fire
can indeed be destructive.
But there are other fires. The fire of Dorothy Day’s
passion for building up those destroyed by poverty blazing
hotly in the Catholic Worker Movement; the fire in the
hearts of those dedicated to creating opportunities for
marginalized individuals and families who are often
excluded from our communities. These are the fires to
which our Baptism calls us. How do we respond? Do we
“…set the earth on fire” as Jesus would have us do? Or
are we more likely to stoke the fires of hatred and fear?
by Vinal Van Benthem ofs

Little Rock Scripture Begins

Friday, August 23
12:10-12:50 pm Lower Level
$10 Registration Fee Includes Materials
Aug. 23: Introduction to the Little Rock
Approach to Scripture Study
Aug. 30: Background to Luke’s Gospel
Sept. 6: Luke: Chapters 12-13 Part 1
Sept. 13: Luke: Chapters 12-13 Part 2
Sept. 20: Luke: Chapters 14-16 Part 1
Sept. 27: Luke: Chapters 14-16 Part 2

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church
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one of the 20 century’s greatest popes. Ever mindful of
his humble origin, Pope Pius stated, “I was born poor, I
lived poor, I will die poor.” He was embarrassed by
some of the pomp of the papal court. “Look how they
have dressed me up,” he said in tears to an old friend.
To another, “It is a penance to be forced to accept all
these practices. They lead me around surrounded by
soldiers like Jesus when he was seized in Gethsemani.”
Interested in politics, Pope Pius encouraged Italian
Catholics to become more politically involved. One of
his first papal acts was to end the supposed right of
governments to interfere by veto in papal elections—a
practice that reduced the freedom of the 1903 conclave
which had elected him. In 1905, when France renounced
its agreement with the Holy See and threatened
confiscation of Church property if governmental control
of Church affairs were not granted, Pius X courageously
rejected the demand.
While he did not author a famous social encyclical as
his predecessor had done, he denounced the ill treatment
of indigenous peoples on the plantations of Peru, sent a
relief commission to Messina after an earthquake, and
sheltered refugees at his own expense. On the 11th
anniversary of his election as pope, Europe was plunged
into World War I. Pius had foreseen it, but it killed him.
“This is the last affliction the Lord will visit on me. I
would gladly give my life to save my poor children
from this ghastly scourge.” He died a few weeks after
the war began and was canonized in 1954.
Pope Pius’ humble background was no obstacle in
relating to a personal God and to people whom he loved
genuinely. Pius X gained his strength, his gentleness
and warmth for people from the source of all gifts, the
Spirit of Jesus. In contrast, we often feel embarrassed by
our backgrounds. Shame makes us prefer to remain
aloof from people whom we perceive as superior. If we
are in a superior position, on the other hand, we often
ignore simpler people. Yet we, too, have to help “restore
all things in Christ,” especially the wounded people of
God.

CHICAGO SHARES
Some of our bulletin readers may
not be familiar with Chicago
Shares, a way that you can help
the homeless but not actually give
them cash. You can purchase
Chicago Shares in our Front
Office anytime the office is open.
They come in packets of five
(each slip worth $1.00) and they can be used to
purchase food, toiletries, and other basic items at a
number of stores in the Loop and in the South and North
areas beyond the Loop. These shares cannot be used to

August 18, 2019

purchase liquor and tobacco, nor can they be redeemed
for cash. If you would like more information about
Chicago Shares, you may go to www.chicagoshares.org,
or you may stop at the front office to pick up a list of the
stores that honor these shares.
A SUMMERTIME CHUCKLE
A salesman for a major cola company returns from his
assignment in the Middle East and reports his
assignment was a total failure.
“Tell me what happened,” his boss says.

“When I accepted the assignment,” replies the salesman,
“I was confident I could turn a profit for the company
there, since it was a brand new market, and no one had
ever tried our drink. But once I arrived, I realized that I
had a problem. I didn’t speak their language.”
“So what did you do?” the boss probes.
“I decided to convey our message by using three
posters. In the first, I showed a man crawling through
the desert heat, exhausted and panting with thirst. The
second poster shows the man having a drink of our cola.
The final poster showed the man happy and totally
refreshed. I had them plastered at every corner and in
every market I could find.”
“That should have worked,” the boss chimes in. “Why
didn’t it?”
“Well,” the salesman confesses, “not only did I not
speak the language, but I also didn’t realize that most
people in that country read from right to left.”
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ST. PETER’S BOOK & GIFT SHOP
Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341
Monday-Wednesday 10 am-3 pm ● Thursday & Friday 10 am-6 pm ● Sunday 10 am-2 pm

Over 1,500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards,
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,
Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards

Fall Lecture Seriess

St. Clare Lecture Series
es

Unabridged Catholicism
m

Thu
Thursdays,
T
hursda
hu
rsdays, 12:10
2:10
0-12:50
- 2:5
: 0 pm
m
St. Clare Auditorium Lower Level
el

Come and join Father Derran
Combs, O.F.M., Ph.D. as he
explores the fundamental teachings and
practices in the Roman Catholic tradition. Each
session will be rooted in Catholic apologetics
and catechesis for adults who desire to pursue
their faith formation with essential teaching material that
will equip them for evangelization.

Tuesdays, 12:10-12:50 pm
St. Clare Auditorium, Lower Level

August 20:

The Church Today: Postmodern
Issues
August 27:
Venerating Mary,
the Mother of God
September 10: The Real Presence of Christ
in the Eucharist
October 1:
Tools of Prayer
Statues and Images
October 8:
Intercessory Prayer
October 15: The Rosary—Gospel on a String
October 22: Sacred Tradition and the Bible
October 29: Calling Priests “Father”
November 12: Moments in Black Catholic History
The Slavery Years
November 19: Moments in Black Catholic History
Emancipation
All are welcome to attend. Free will offering.
Reconciliation at St. Peter’s
Confession is available at St. Peter's
Monday - Friday 7:30 am - 6:00 pm
and on Saturday from 12-4:30 pm.
Just come into the church and find the
confessional that is in use.

August 22 & 29
CLARE OF ASSISI, the play

Fr. Bob Hutmacher OFM

Megan Wells

In 1992 Karen Lee Hodgson wrote a onewoman show, Clare of Assisi, and asked Fr.
Bob Hutmacher, ofm, to score music for the
play. Ms. Hodgson and Fr. Bob traveled
throughout the U.S. and Canada in 1992-93
performing this work for the 800th
anniversary of the birth of St. Clare. This
revival will be presented on two successive
Thursdays, August 22 and 29 at 12:10 p.m.
St. Clare will be portrayed by famed story
teller and actress, Megan Wells and music
will be provided live by Denise La Giglia, flute
and Fr. Bob on harp.

Denise La Giglia

Repair My House
Dr. Jerry Hiller & Marilyn
Rochon M.A., LCPC
Mondays, 12:10 - 12:55 pm Lower Level
$5 donation
Duct Tape Psychology 4:
It Isn’t Pretty, But It Sure Does
Hold Your Stuff Together
·
·

August 19 Not Patient Enough vs. Too Patient
August 26 Manage Your Parental Voices

Memorial Votive Candles
St. Peter's is currently accepting reservations
for the memorial votive candles within the
Church. Once lit, the candles burn 24 hours
a day for one year. A plaque in front of your candle
notes who it is lit in honor of. Applications are available
at the front office of St. Peter's. The cost is $150.

