St. Peter’s Church
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province
AUGUST 25, 2019
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 12:00 noon
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m.
(Sunday obligation satisfied)
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,
12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m.

WEEKDAY MASSES
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m.,
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and
Holiday Schedules.

CONFESSIONS
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule.

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER
Mondays & Wednesdays:
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after
every Mass
Friday: Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass
Eucharistic Adoration:
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m.
Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS
Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m.

CHURCH HOURS
Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church

Weekend Presiders
Saturday, August 24
5:00 pm
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.
Sunday, August 25
9:00 am
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
11:00 am
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
12:30 pm
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M.
6:00 pm
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.

Saints’ Days and Observances
Sun., August 25:

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mon., August 26: Ordinary Time
Tues., August 27: St. Monica
Wed., August 28: St. Augustine
Thurs., August 29: The Passion of St. John
the Baptist
Fri., August 30:

Ordinary Time

Sat., August 31:

Ordinary Time

ST. PETER’S STAFF
Director of Liturgy and Music
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412
Associate Director of Liturgy and Music
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers
James Kapellas 312-853-2418
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FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF
Friar Confessors & Staff:
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M., Pastor
Fr. Ken Capalbo O.F.M.
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M.
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M.
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M
Fr. James Hoffman O.F.M.
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M.
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M.
Br. William Lanning O.F.M.
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M.
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M.
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M.
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M.
Part-time Friar Staff:
Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M.
In Residence:
Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M.
Br. Doug Collins O.F.M.
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M.
Br. Paul Shinok Kang O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M.
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M.
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M.
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M.
Br. Thom Smith O.F.M. (Vocation Office)
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M.

Director of Environment and Sacristan
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254

Programs Director
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Communications & Activities Director
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376
Director of Public Safety
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334
Business Manager
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Young Adult Ministry
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to
St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts are
essential to our ministry, and we are grateful.
Weekly Goal .............................................. $ 12,000
August 8-14
Total ....................... $ 9,041
Difference………..$ - 2,959

stpetersloop.org
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR

I

f there is one thing St. Peter’s in the
Loop is famous for and something
that almost everyone who lives in the
Archdiocese of Chicago could tell you,
it is the reality that we hear
confessions every weekday from early
morning until when most of the
commuters are on their way home and
then on Saturdays all afternoon.
Chicagoans as well as visitors from
near and far discover that they can
come to St. Peter’s almost anytime and
a priest will be available to celebrate
this marvelous sacrament Jesus has
given us not only for the forgiveness
of our sins but also for the deepening
of our spiritual lives.
Today I would like to give you a
brief history of this sacrament as a way of helping you
appreciate what a gift it is and what the mission of St.
Peter’s can mean for you and for the entire Archdiocese.
According to the Gospel of St. Mark, Jesus healed
people from a host of maladies, so much so that people
were astonished (Mk 6:2). Jesus also frequently forgave
the person’s sins before healing the body. The Church
remembers Jesus’ healing touch of body and soul in the
sacraments of healing, particularly the anointing of the
sick and penance, or reconciliation.
While the practice of spiritual healing through the
forgiveness of sins is a tradition as old as the Church
itself, the practice of confessing individual sins and
receiving absolution from a priest or bishop developed
over time. And this sacramental practice has changed
greatly. In the early Church, the confession of sins was
not a common practice. In baptism, people were washed
clean of sin, and no other means of forgiveness was
thought needed. People who strayed from the narrow
path would return to God through prayer, fasting and
works of mercy and would be forgiven their minor sins
in the Eucharistic celebration.
Then came the Roman persecution of the second and
third centuries when Christians were forced to renounce
their faith in order to save their lives. How could this sin
be forgiven and people brought back into the Body of
Christ? A formal process for returning people to a full
membership in the Church was needed, and so one
developed. These early penitential practices were
rigorous, reserved as they were for only those people
who had sinned egregiously, e.g., murder, apostasy,
sacrificing to false gods, etc. Tertullian wrote that this
“second penance” (baptism was first) could be received
only once during a lifetime.

When a person who had sinned
grievously wished to return to the
Church, he or she would be required to
come before the entire community and
admit sinning. They were required to
make a public penance, often standing
outside the church wearing sackcloth
and ashes, giving alms, with a sign
confessing the sinful behavior. This
penance often occurred during the six
weeks of Lent, with the sinner being
received back into full communion
with the Church during Holy Week
liturgies.
For the most severe sin, the penance
might last years. The fourth century
Council of Nicaea set a 12-year
penance for those guilty of the gravest
sins. A person had to be at least 35 years old in order to
be admitted to this order of penitents because someone
younger was thought more likely to relapse into sin.
Only a bishop could release a person from this penance
and forgive his or her sins.
The sacrament of penance began to take on a different
form during the fifth century. Now, priests—and not
just bishops—could forgive a person’s sins. Pope St.
Leo the Great ended the public confessing of sins,
deciding that admitting one’s guilt to a priest was
sufficient.
The more lenient monastic practice of penance—the
predecessor of the form we practice today—was
developed by the monks of Ireland during the sixth
century. To receive forgiveness, one privately confessed
serious sins to a priest, fulfilled a required penance
needed to bring one to spiritual wholeness, and accepted
the forgiveness of the priest on behalf of the Church.
Over a period of centuries, the monks developed books
called penitentials that listed the common sins people
confessed and the penance that would accompany
absolution. This type of forgiveness could happen
multiple times during one’s life and was no longer
connected to Lent.
As a result of this changed practice, the focus of the
sacrament came to be seen as more about punishment
and retribution, and less about healing, or helping
people to amend their lives and return to the Church.
What started out as a way to encourage people to seek
forgiveness frequently for their sinfulness soon came to
be seen as so harsh that people seldom took advantage
of it.
continued on page 4
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR - CONTINUED
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
During the next 600 years, the structure of the
sacrament changed little. The Fourth Lateran Council in
The journey to Jerusalem is a
1215 ordered that anyone who had reached the age of
characteristic feature of Luke’s
reason should once a year “individually confess all their
Gospel account. For ten chapters
sins in a faithful manner to their own priest.” This
(9:52-19:28) Luke presents Jesus
council also instituted the seal of confession—what was
on a journey to Jerusalem with his
revealed in confession had to be kept a secret—and
disciples. The symbolism of a
determined that regular confession and absolution were
journey was instructive to Luke’s
necessary for a “proper Christian life.”
audience. They knew that during the course of the
Hebrew people’s travel from Egypt to the Promised
Two hundred years later, in 1439, the Council of
Land, God formed them into his people. Against this
Florence finally defined the sacrament of penance. To
background, Luke reminds us that Jesus is the guide
be forgiven, the penitent must be contrite for his or her leading his disciples purposefully on the path to
sins, to be determined not to sin again, confess aloud all Jerusalem, where he will bring salvation to them
sins (to the best of one’s memory), complete the
through his death on the cross.
penance given by the priest (prayer, fasting, giving
This passage offers a series of sayings through which
alms), and be forgiven by the priest who uses these
Jesus
instructs his disciples about the conscious
words: “I absolve you.”
decision that must be made to become a member of his
During the Protestant Reformation, the bishops at the kingdom. Jesus also draws attention to the fact that one
Council of Trent reaffirmed in 1551 the requirements of cannot claim to be a member of his kingdom simply
and need for the sacrament. All mortal sins had to be
because of Jewish heritage. Consequently, the places at
confessed yearly.
the table in Jesus’ kingdom are extended to the gentiles,
The Second Vatican Council (1962-65) called for the who “come from the east and the west, and from the
reform of all sacraments, including penance. The reform north and the south.” The gentiles, who have been
of penance focused on a return to spiritual healing, the called last, will go ahead of those who were first
invited, the Jews. God’s Kingdom is open to all
reconciliation of the person with the Church and with
humankind, to everyone who embraces Jesus and his
God, and less on punishment for sins. In 1973 Pope
message.
Paul VI formally gave the sacrament the name
“reconciliation.”
Today’s reading from the prophet Isaiah shows how
Jesus’ message of inclusivity was foretold centuries
We are most fortunate to have this sacrament now
readily available, especially at St. Peter’s. It is still the before by the prophet. Jesus has come to bring God’s
case that it is primarily to be used for the forgiveness of plan to fulfillment.
serious (mortal) sins rather than for less serious (venial)
The reading from Isaiah shows a great unity in the
sins. These latter sins can be mentioned in one’s
people that God sends forth to tell of him. The Council
conscience or mind during the pause at the penitential
Fathers directed in Lumen gentium that leaders in the
rite during Mass and thereby included when the priest
Church need to be united to bring people to God. The
concludes that rite with the words, “May Almighty God Second Vatican Council document states, “Since the
have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
human race today is tending more and more towards
everlasting life.” This beautiful liturgical prayer does
civil, economic and social unity, it is all the more
not absolve all sins with the efficacy characteristic of
necessary that priests should unite their efforts and
the sacrament of penance. It is rather a petition, such
combine their resources under the leadership of their
that, through the beseeching mediation of the Church
bishops and the Supreme Pontiff and thus eliminate
and through the personal acts of those assisting at the
division and dissensions in every shape and form, so
Eucharist, the small sins of every day are forgiven. In
that all humanity may be led into the unity of the family
this way the faithful are kept from falling into graver
of God” (#28).
sins. I would encourage all Catholics to celebrate the
sacrament of reconciliation every one to two months for In the reading from Isaiah, we hear that God will
“send fugitives to the nations to proclaim his glory.”
the sake of forgiveness of more serious sins and as a
Pope Francis instructs in The Joy of the Gospel that
means of grace to grow in our love of God and our
every
age, Christians are called to go and make
neighbor.
disciples. He states, “Each Christian and every
community must discern the path that the Lord points
continued on page 6
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THIS WEEK
Monday, August 26
12:10 Repair My House (A/B)
Divorced and Separated (C)
5:00 Men’s Group (A)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Tuesday, August 27
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 Unabridged Catholicism Venerating Mary - Fr. Derran (A)
D.A. (B)
5:30 Legion of Mary (P)
6:00 Br. Jacoba (C)
Wednesday, August 28
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 Book Study—Following Jesus
Fr. Derran (B)
San Damiano (C)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Thursday, August 29
12:00 A.A. (C)
12:10 St. Clare Series: Clare of Assisi Play—
Part 2 (A/B) Fr. Bob Hutmacher
Friday, August 30
12:10 Little Rock Scripture Study (C)
Background to Luke’s Gospel - Fr. Derran
A.C.A. (B)

Labor Day
Monday, September 2nd
Church Open 9-11 am
Mass 10 am
August
gu Book
Boo Study
y
Following Jesu
Jesus
sus
(Catholic
olic Spirituality for
fo Adults)
Ad
Adults)
By John
oh Shea
ea

SCRIPTURE STUDY
Lk. 12: 49-532
“Lord, will only a few people be saved?”
Today the question might be, “Who will be saved?”
Or, “Are you saved?” A similar question but Luke puts
it a bit differently. It’s almost as though the questioner
is hoping that Jesus will tell him or her, “Yes, only a
few will be saved – and you’re one of them!” Certainly
that would have been comforting. Anyone would like to
know that they’re saved, right? But Jesus doesn’t let
them off the hook so easily. Instead of answering the
question with a simple “Yes” or “No” He sets out some
criteria.
She was standing in the grocery store checkout line.
The clerk had just given her change for $20 but she
knew that she had only given him $10. “Strive to enter
through the narrow gate.” He was checking out an
automobile that had been brought in for repairs. Most
of the work could be done using reconditioned parts but
he would make a bigger profit if he charged for new
ones. “Strive to enter through the narrow gate.” She
had scheduled more than the usual number of patients
for the day, even though she knew that this would mean
spending less time with each one. But her billing was
down and the CEO was pressuring her to increase her
patient load. “Strive to enter through the narrow gate.”
Had anyone asked any of these people if they were
saved they probably would have said, “Yes.” After all,
they were good, church-going, Christian people. In fact,
they hardly ever missed a Sunday. Kind of like this
little verse. I don’t know who first said it but it goes
something like this: “Mr. Christian went to church; he
never missed a Sunday. But Mr. Christian went to hell
for what he did on Monday.”
Jesus said that many would try to enter but that they
wouldn’t be strong enough. Perhaps it isn’t so much
that the narrow gate won’t be wide enough to let
everyone in. Maybe it’s just that so few people are
willing to do what it takes to enter that a narrow gate is
all that’s needed…
by Vinal Van Benthem ofs

The theologian and popular storyteller John Shea
introduces us to a Jesus who is uncompromising in
his desire for us to follow
w him and experience peace,
joy, love, and assurance.
ce.

Little Rock Scripture
12:10-12:50 pm Lower Level

Presented by:
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M., Ph.D.
Wednesday, August 28
12:10-12:50 pm Lower Level
August 28: Chapters 7-9
Pre-Read Pages 94-140
Free will offering.

Aug. 30:
Sept. 6:
Sept. 13:
Sept. 20:
Sept. 27:

$10 Registration Fee Includes
Materials
Background to Luke’s Gospel
Luke: Chapters 12-13 Part 1
Luke: Chapters 12-13 Part 2
Luke: Chapters 14-16 Part 1
Luke: Chapters 14-16 Part 2

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church
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out, but all of us are asked to obey his call to go forth
from our own comfort zone in order to reach all the
‘peripheries’ in need of the light of the Gospel” (#20).
For Your Reflection: Have you ever consider ed that
you have a role in spreading the Gospel? Are you
sometimes disappointed that it takes effort and
discipline to be a faithful Christian? Do you consider
Jesus as your guide to the kingdom of God?
SAINT AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO
Wednesday, August 28, 2019
A Christian at 33, a priest at 36, a
bishop at 41: Many people are
familiar with the biographical sketch
of St. Augustine, sinner turned saint.
But really to get to know the man is
a rewarding experience.
There quickly surfaces the intensity
with which he lived his life, whether
his path lead away from or toward
God. The tears of his mother, the instructions of
Ambrose and, most of all, God himself speaking to him
in the Scriptures, redirected Augustine’s love of life to a
life of love.
Having been so deeply immersed in creature-pride of
life in his early days and having drunk deeply of its
bitter dregs, it is not surprising that Augustine should
have turned, with a holy fierceness, against the many
demon-thrusts rampant in his day. His times were truly
decadent: politically, socially, morally. He was both
feared and loved, like the Master. The perennial
criticism leveled against him: a fundamental rigorism.
In his day, Augustine providentially fulfilled the
office of prophet. Like Jeremiah and other greats, he
was hard pressed but could not keep quiet. “I say to
myself, I will not mention him; I will speak his name no
more. But then it becomes like fire burning in my heart,
imprisoned in my bones. I grow weary holding it in; I
cannot endure it” (Jer 20:9).
Augustine is still acclaimed and condemned in our
day. He is a prophet for today, trumpeting the need to
scrap escapisms and stand face-to-face with personal
responsibility and dignity.
FRANCISCAN VOCATION OFFICE
Here in our Franciscan fraternity
lately we have been involved in
a kind of “musical chairs”
adventure. The latest change is
that our Vocation Office, which
has been housed at St. Peter’s
for the past several years, is
moving to a new location at
4513 North Ashland Avenue in

August 25, 2019

Chicago. This building is the home of the former Holy
Evangelists Friary. Brother Thom Smith, O.F.M. has
moved to this new address along with Fr. Greg Plata,
O.F.M., the vocation director for the Assumption
Franciscan Province. This joint venture of the two
provinces is another venture in working toward the
unity of six O.F.M. provinces in the United States in the
years ahead. Br. Thom can be reached for vocation
questions and information at his cell phone 314-7661952 or you may go to the Franciscan Vocation website
www.befranciscan.com. We wish both Br. Thom and
Fr. Greg well in this new endeavor.
A SUMMERTIME CHUCKLE
A man has to attend a large convention in Chicago. On
this particular trip he decides to bring his wife. When
they arrive at their hotel and are shown to their room,
the man says, “You rest here while I register. I’ll be
back within the hour.”
The wife lies down on the bed. Just then an elevated
train passes by very close to the window and shakes the
room so hard she’s thrown out of the bed. Thinking this
must be a freak occurrence, she lies down once more.
Again a train shakes the room so violently that she’s
pitched to the floor.
Exasperated, she calls the front desk and asks for the
manager. The manager says he will be right up. The
manager naturally is skeptical, but the wife insists the
story is true.
“Look, lie here on the bed. You’ll be thrown right to the
floor!”
So he lies down next to the wife. Just then the husband
walks in. “What are you doing here?” the husband asks.
The manager replies, “Would you believe I’m waiting
for a train?”
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ST. PETER’S BOOK & GIFT SHOP
Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341
Monday-Wednesday 10 am-3 pm ● Thursday & Friday 10 am-6 pm ● Sunday 10 am-2 pm

Over 1,500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards,
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,
Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards

Fall Lecture Seriess

St. Clare Lecture Series
es

Unabridged Catholicism
m

Thu
Thursdays,
T
hursda
hu
rsdays, 12:10
2:10
0-12:50
- 2:5
: 0 pm
m
St. Clare Auditorium Lower Level
el

Come and join Father Derran
Combs, O.F.M., Ph.D. as he
explores the fundamental teachings and
practices in the Roman Catholic tradition. Each
session will be rooted in Catholic apologetics
and catechesis for adults who desire to pursue
their faith formation with essential teaching material that
will equip them for evangelization.

Tuesdays, 12:10-12:50 pm
St. Clare Auditorium, Lower Level

August 27:

Venerating Mary,
the Mother of God
September 10: The Real Presence of Christ
in the Eucharist
October 1:
Tools of Prayer
Statues and Images
October 8:
Intercessory Prayer
October 15: The Rosary—Gospel on a String
October 22: Sacred Tradition and the Bible
October 29: Calling Priests “Father”
November 12: Moments in Black Catholic History
The Slavery Years
November 19: Moments in Black Catholic History
Emancipation
All are welcome to attend. Free will offering.

August 29 (Part 2)
CLARE OF ASSISI, the play

Fr. Bob Hutmacher OFM

Megan Wells

In 1992 Karen Lee Hodgson wrote a onewoman show, Clare of Assisi, and asked Fr.
Bob Hutmacher, ofm, to score music for the
play. Ms. Hodgson and Fr. Bob traveled
throughout the U.S. and Canada in 1992-93
performing this work for the 800th
anniversary of the birth of St. Clare. This
revival will be presented on two successive
Thursdays, August 22 and 29 at 12:10 p.m.
St. Clare will be portrayed by famed story
teller and actress, Megan Wells and music
will be provided live by Denise La Giglia, flute
and Fr. Bob on harp.

Denise La Giglia

Repair My House
Dr. Jerry Hiller & Marilyn
Rochon M.A., LCPC
Mondays, 12:10 - 12:55 pm Lower Level
$5 donation
Duct Tape Psychology 4:
It Isn’t Pretty, But It Sure Does
Hold Your Stuff Together
August 26—Manage Your Parental Voices

Maria Goretti Network Information Session
Mon., Sept. 16, 6:30 pm, Club Room
Holy Name Cathedral, 730 N Wabash Ave., Chicago, IL 60611
Have you or a loved one ever been abused, harassed or bullied, but are still suffering long term effects, and
not sure how to reconcile or heal in a Christian framework? Holy Name Cathedral is offering an
opportunity for healing on Mon., Sept. 16, 6:30 pm for an informational meeting about the Maria Goretti Network
www.mgoretti.org, a healing ministr y for sur vivor s of abuse. To r egister go to: tinyurl.com/MGNchicago0916.
For further information contact Dr. Christine Lawless, 312-972-1838 or email Chicago@mgoretti.org.

