St. Peter’s Church
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province
SEPTEMBER 8, 2019
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 12:00 noon
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m.
(Sunday obligation satisfied)
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,
12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m.

WEEKDAY MASSES
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m.,
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and
Holiday Schedules.

CONFESSIONS
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule.

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER
Mondays & Wednesdays:
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after
every Mass
Friday: Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass
Eucharistic Adoration:
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m.
Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS
Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m.

CHURCH HOURS
Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church

Weekend Presiders
Saturday, September 7
5:00 pm
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
Sunday, September 8
9:00 am
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M.
11:00 am
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
12:30 pm
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M.
6:00 pm
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.

Saints’ Days and Observances
Sun., September 8:
Mon., September 9:

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. Peter Claver

Tues., September 10: Ordinary Time
Wed., September 11: Ordinary Time
Thurs., September 12: Or dinar y Time
Fri., September 13:

St. John Chrysostom

Sat., September 14:

The Exaltation of the
Holy Cross

ST. PETER’S STAFF
Director of Liturgy and Music
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412
Associate Director of Liturgy and Music
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers
James Kapellas 312-853-2418
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FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF
Friar Confessors & Staff:
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M., Pastor
Fr. Ken Capalbo O.F.M.
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M.
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M.
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M
Fr. James Hoffman O.F.M.
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M.
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M.
Br. William Lanning O.F.M.
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M.
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M.
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M.
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M.
Part-time Friar Staff:
Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M.
In Residence:
Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M.
Br. Doug Collins O.F.M.
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M.
Br. Paul Shinok Kang O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M.
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M.
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M.
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M.
Br. Thom Smith O.F.M. (Vocation Office)
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M.

Director of Environment and Sacristan
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254

Programs Director
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Communications & Activities Director
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376
Director of Public Safety
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334
Business Manager
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Young Adult Ministry
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to
St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts are
essential to our ministry, and we are grateful.
Weekly Goal .............................................. $ 12,000
August 22-27
Total ....................... $ 8,880
Difference………..$ -3,120

stpetersloop.org

-3-

September 8, 2019

THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR

T

hroughout the summer months right
up to the present time I have seen
all kinds of advertisements on television
for vacation packages to various parts of
the world for individuals and families to
spend time at a certain spot to enjoy the
beach and the clear water, the amenities
of a great hotel or beach home, and then
come back home refreshed from the
sunshine and the ocean, lake or
swimming pool. I also have noticed
more and more Water Parks springing
up throughout the Midwest to entice
families to choose them as an
alternative to the crowds elsewhere.
Television channels here in Chicago are
consistently showing crowds of people
at the beaches and parks along Lake
Michigan, while inland swimming pools are filled with
tons of people of all ages escaping the heat and
humidity by enjoying the water.
Yet countless sad stories can be told about the great
numbers of people in large parts of the world today who
thirst anxiously for safe water to drink. Here at home
where a decent supply of drinking water is taken almost
for granted (although more and more we are finding that
lead has crept into that water from the corroding pipes
through which it flows), it can be hard to fathom these
stories. Is there still a need for the corporal work of
mercy that calls for giving drink to the thirsty?
The truth about the thirst for water in the 21st century
strikes a sensitive nerve in the Christian community,
where tradition honors water as a powerful sign of
goodness and life. It always is remembered among
Christians that Jesus asked the woman at the well in
Samaria to give him a drink and then proceeded to tell
her that whoever “drinks the water I shall give will
never thirst” again (Jn 4:7, 14).
Water is a life-giving force. The water of baptism
stands as a dynamic sign for Christians that Christ is a
giver of life. Through baptism, his people are mystically
joined to his body in life-giving ways meant to
influence the entire course both of their physical and
spiritual existence in this world. But the water of
baptism is more than a sign of new life for baptized
individuals. It confers a mandate on them to become life
-givers themselves.
The simple fact is that no one lives, grows or thrives
without water. So the profound thirst today for healthful
water to drink is a confounding reality. It delivers the
message that even in these times of stunning

advancements in technology,
communications, education and
medicine, even the most basic of the
corporal works of mercy cannot be set
aside. No, the thirst for water is not
obsolete or even rare today. Pope Francis
attests to this in Laudato Si’, on “Care
for Our Common Home,” his encyclical
on the environment. Giving care to the
planet and to the poor requires that close
attention be paid to the state of the
world’s drinking water (##27-31).
The encyclical turns our attention to the
thirst of people living in profound
poverty. “Our world has a grave social
debt toward the poor who lack access to
drinking water because they are denied
the right to a life consistent with their
inalienable dignity. It is a debt that can be paid for
partly by an increase in funding to provide clean water
and sanitary services among the poor” (#30). He notes
that “water poverty especially affects Africa, where
large sectors of the population have no access to safe
drinking water or experience droughts which impede
agricultural production” (#28).
Unsafe water leads on a continual basis to “deaths and
the spread of water-related diseases. Dysentery and
cholera, linked to inadequate hygiene and water
supplies, are a significant cause of suffering and of
infant mortality” (#29). The pope regards “access to
safe, drinkable water as a basic and universal human
right.” He affirms that water is “essential to human
survival,” which also means it “is a condition for the
exercise of other human rights” (#30).
But life’s sad reality for people who lack access to
safe water means that many also lack the chance to
enjoy the benefits of other human rights—pursuing an
education or looking with hope to the future. Too often,
the present, desperate moment consumes them. So thirst
is a form of slavery that confines and diminishes human
persons. The cry of thirsty people is a cry for life. It
starts as a cry for survival. When people lack water or
can gain access only to tainted water, they grow weak.
Sickness overtakes them, and many will die.
Whether we are talking about Africa, Flint, Michigan,
or many other parts of the United States with water
problems, all of us who are baptized are commissioned
to do our part to make a difference and to actively
intervene so that adequate safe water is available to
peoples in need.

continued on page 4
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR - CONTINUED
THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME
The cost of being a follower of
Jesus is demanding. The
Second Reading illustrates this
in the request Paul makes of
his close friend Philemon.
Paul, in prison, asks Philemon
to receive back a slave,
Onesimus, who had run away. Paul had converted
Onesimus to Christ and so asks Philemon to receive him
back “no longer as a slave but as a brother.” Paul asks
Philemon to extend forgiveness.
Today’s First reading, from the Book of Wisdom,
reminds us that we do not have answers to everything.
Even more so, we must recognize that we cannot
understand God’s mind. Only through the gift of
wisdom and the Holy Spirit can we “know God’s
counsel.”
The Gospel continues the theme of the cost of
discipleship. Jesus offers a series of sayings that require
a depth of commitment—for example, “Whoever does
not carry his cross and come after me cannot be my
disciple.” Jesus is being provocative and demanding.
His unsettling language causes us to sit up and pay
attention. When he says we should “hate” our family
members, Jesus is obviously not to be taken literally.
What we hate is what is opposed to our relationship
with him. The full meaning of the First Commandment
to love God above all things is fleshed out in the
example Jesus gives: neither family members or
possessions, nor even one’s life can be placed above
love and commitment to God. Priority must be given to
our relationship with Jesus Christ.
The discipleship that Jesus describes in the Gospel
calls for an honest appraisal of regard for others and
ourselves in light of our love for God. Pope Benedict
XVI’s encyclical Deus caritas est notes that love calls
for reaching outside of oneself to find the true self and
God. “Love is an ongoing exodus out of the closed
inward-looking self towards authentic self-discovery
and indeed the discovery of God: ‘Whoever seeks to
gain his life will lose it.’ In these words, Jesus portrays
his own path, which leads through the Cross to the
Resurrection” (#6).
Jesus shows a way to the Kingdom of God that would
be difficult for anyone, since all of us can easily focus
our desires on people and things more than on God. In
telling the crowds that they needed to hate their own
lives and carry their cross, he was saying that their trust
needed to be in God. Evangelii nuntiandi explains that

disciples need to undergo a change of heart. “This
kingdom and this salvation are available to every human
being as grace and mercy, and yet at the same time each
individual must gain them by force through toil and
suffering, through abnegation and the cross, through the
spirit of the beatitudes. But above all, through a total
interior renewal, a radical conversion, a profound
change of mind and heart” (#10).
For Your Reflection: Why is ther e wisdom in
abandoning a desire to determine what God intends?
What do you need to give up in order to become a better
disciple? Which of your possessions distract you from
God?
FR. KEN CAPALBO, O.F.M.
I am happy to tell you that Fr. Ken
Capalbo will be returning to Vietnam to
teach seminarians for the fall semester. He
has received the go ahead from his doctor
stating that with the proper medication he
thinks he will be able to have the energy
and the stamina to spend several months
there. Needless to say, Fr. Ken is ecstatic. He will be
leaving on September 10th and will probably return to
the States just before Thanksgiving. Please keep Fr. Ken
in your prayers that he will have a successful and
healthy stay once again in his favorite place outside the
United States.
SAINT PETER’S YOUNG ADULTS
Returning Monday, September 9th
Some people may not know that we have a very active
Young Adult Outreach here at St. Peter’s. We call
ourselves SPYA, which stands for “St. Peter’s Young
Adults.” There are no dues or fees or registrations—just
a weekly gathering of people between the ages of 20
and 40 to share our journey of faith with one another.
We meet every Monday (except holidays) from 5:30 to
7:00 PM, and once a month (usually the first Monday of
the month) we go upstairs to the Friars’ Chapel for
Adoration. Some weeks we watch a video and talk
about it; other weeks we reflect on the Sunday Gospel,
and still other times we just have some fun with each
other. And every summer we host Theology on Tap
during the month of July.
SPYA came to birth in the Fall of 2011, and the
question that we started with was “What does it mean
for US to be Catholic?” That question still applies
today. Lots and lots of people have come and gone over
the past eight years, and we are delighted to say “We’re
still here!”
Are you interested? Please come on Monday,
September 9th, and check us out. Once you come, you
continued on page 6
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THIS WEEK

SCRIPTURE STUDY

Monday, September 9
12:10 Repair My House (A/B)
Divorced and Separated (P)
5:00 Men’s Group (P)
5:30 Young Adults (B/C)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Tuesday, September 10
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 Unabridged Catholicism—The Real
Presence of Christ in the Eucharist
Fr. Derran (A)
D.A. (B)
5:30 Legion of Mary (P)
6:00 Br. Jacoba (C)
Wednesday, September 11
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 Book Study—Can Francis Change the
Church? - Fr. Derran (B)
San Damiano (C)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Thursday, September 12
12:00 A.A. (C)
Friday, September 13
12:10 Little Rock Scripture Study (C) - Fr. Derran
A.C.A. (B)

Lk. 14: 25-33
There’s no denying that the study of genetics is exciting. It
has been compared to the work of Darwin or Mendel. We are
finding out that each individual carries in his or her DNA the
entire record of evolutionary history. Mutations and
recombinations of the stuff of creation come together to make
our genomes what they are today.
However, as with any discovery of this magnitude, there are
dangers. One such danger is the appearance of a public
perception in the mass media of something called
“neurogenetic determinism.” “Neurogenetic determinism”
equates genetic makeup with human behavior, e.g. positing
the belief that a man is violent because he has a “violent
gene” or that a woman is depressed because she has a
“depression gene.” Writing in Commonweal Magazine
Professor Stephen Rose, a British neuroscientist and
geneticist, has suggested that this “…tendency to seek
determined causes, and reductionist remedies, for our
behavior generates a fatalism among those it stigmatizes. The
fault, after all, lies in our genes, and moral agency is
increasingly obscured and denied.”
“If anyone comes to me without hating his father and
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and even his
own life, he cannot be my disciple.” Luke does not, it seems,
mince words. Nor does Jesus. We are, each one of us,
responsible for our choices. As we enter this genomic era of
human biology we step onto holy ground. We must,
therefore, remember to take off our shoes. The suggestion
that we are simply a set of predetermined genetic choices
denies the existence of the Holy in the sacred center of each
individual. The human genome is not an “accident of
nature”; it is a gift given to be owned and cherished. When
we deny the gift or, worse, use it as an excuse for behavior
contrary to our call to discipleship we deny our very
humanity.
Again quoting Commonweal, “We have the power to alter
what is given as never before.” We are being given new keys
to unlock mysteries unknown to our fathers and mothers.
How we choose to use them, however, remains very much in
our own hands.
by Vinal Van Benthem ofs

Hospitality Sunday
September 15 after the
9 am and 11 am Masses
Please join us in the St. Clare
Auditorium on the lower level for coffee, donuts
and conversation.
September
pt
Book
Bo Study
dy
Can Francis Change
ange
ge
the Church
Church?
ch?
By Fr. Thomas
s Sweetser
Sw
S.J.
.J.
Presented by:
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M., Ph.D.
Wednesdays, September 11, 25
12:10-12:50 pm Lower Level
September 11: Chapters 6-10
September 25: Chapters 11-14 and Conclusion
Assigned reading for each week.
Books may be purchased at St. Peter’s Book Store.
Free will offering.

Group Spiritual Direction
Presented by
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M.
and Sr. Fran Sulzer FSPA
Wed., Sept. 18, 1:30-3 pm , Lower Level
The first of the 2019 Fall Series includes an orientation
session for men and women interested in reflecting on their
relationship with God in the context of a group.
September’s session invites reflection on how God has
been present this summer. Although GDS is not a study,
discussion or prayer group, it is conducted in a prayerful
context. If you have any questions, please call Sr. Fran
Sulzer FSPA at 847-696-9026 or Br. Guillermo Morales
O.F.M. at 636-222-7608. Subsequent 2019 GSD sessions
are scheduled for Oct. 16, Nov. 20 and Dec. 18.
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are always invited back. If you have any questions,
please call or text or write to Fr. Ed Shea, OFM at 773892-4134 or at EdSheaOFM@comcast.net.
ST. PETER’S GALA
Now that some weeks have gone by
since our 5th Annual St. Peter’s Gala on
July 18th, we want to report what all
has happened during and after that
great event. First of all, I want to thank
Fr. Mario once again for his leadership and constant
guidance. I cannot begin to tell you all the many ways
that he has worked to make the Gala a grand success.
The countless letters he has written, the phone calls he
has made, the details he has taken care of, etc.—these
and many more have guaranteed the success of the Gala.
Secondly, my thanks go to the members of the Gala
Planning Committee for all their hard work and
shepherding over the past year. Had it not been for
them, this event would never have happened. A special
thank you goes to Mary Ellen Castroverde and the other
faithful individuals who sat in the lobby of the church
for hours and days at a time and sold tickets to the Gala.
Thirdly, once again our volunteers stepped up to make
sure all was in place at the Union League Club and then
to be present to ensure that everything went smoothly
during the Silent and Live Auctions as well as for the
Fund A Need portion of the evening. My sincere thanks
to vendors, companies and individuals who donated
money to help underwrite the cost of the dinner and
drinks, but also to a number of individuals who offered
items for the two auctions. Finally, I want to thank
everyone who purchased tickets and who came to the
Gala to enjoy the evening with us. We certainly enjoyed
your presence, and you added so much to the
atmosphere of the event.
I am happy to report that the Gala netted $213,000, all
of which will go toward reducing the operating deficit
for this current fiscal year. This amount is
approximately $70,000 more than last year (what a great
thing to be able to report!). Believe me when I say that
the revenue from the Gala helps us in all kinds of ways
to aid in our cash flow and to pay some of our regular
monthly bills. Several weeks ago here in the bulletin I
outlined what it costs to keep St. Peter’s open and
running on a day-to-day basis, and I feel sure that you
noted our regular contributions just scratch the surface
in addressing both the needs of the church and the needs
of the friars. We very much depend on our Christmas
and Easter Appeals, on the Gala, on monies received
from wills and bequests that come our way during the
year, and on people who surprise us with a special gift
through the mail or to the front office.
We invite you to make sure to put the date for our 6th
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Annual Gala into your appointment calendar—
Thursday, July 16, 2020. We had given consideration to
perhaps changing the venue next year, but after much
thought and research we have decided to remain at the
beautiful room in the Union League Club. We look
forward to seeing you there next year. . Once again, our
profound thanks, and God bless you all!
MISSIONARY COOPERATIVE PLAN APPEAL
Our church is a missionary church. From the
beginning, it has obeyed Christ’s command to go out
and preach the Gospel to everyone in the world. This
missionary work involves recruiting missionaries,
training and equipping them for their task, maintaining
them and supporting the new, young churches until they
are established. The Society for the Propagation of the
Faith is established in every diocese to organize support
for the missions. Each year it appeals for funds on
Mission Sunday, and each year it brings to each parish
one of the groups working in the missions to speak
about their particular work.
This year the St. Patrick Fathers, who work in Africa,
Brazil and Grenada, have been assigned to speak at our
parish. Next week we will have a second collection at
St. Peter’s to support their work. Please come prepared
to contribute in this collection so that their missionary
endeavors will flourish.
A SUMMERTIME CHUCKLE
A guy goes into a restaurant/lounge wearing a shirt open
at the collar and is met by a bouncer who tells him he
must wear a necktie to gain admission. So he goes out
to his car. He looks around for a necktie and discovers
that he just doesn’t have one, but he sees a set of jumper
cables in his trunk. In desperation, he ties these around
his neck, manages to fashion a fairly acceptable looking
knot, and lets the ends dangle free.
He goes back to the restaurant. The bouncer carefully
looks him over for a few minutes and then says, “Well,
OK, I guess you can come in—just don’t start
anything!”
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ST. PETER’S BOOK & GIFT SHOP
Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341
Monday-Wednesday 10 am-3 pm ● Thursday & Friday 10 am-6 pm ● Sunday 10 am-2 pm

Over 1,500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards,
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,
Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards

The Covenant
The
T
C venant off
Co
Sacramental Marriage
ge

Little Rock Scripture
Fridays, 12:10-12:50 pm
Lower Level

Presented by:
Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M., J. C. L.
Tues., Sept. 17 ~ Part 1
Tues., Sept. 24 ~ Part 2
12:10-12:50 PM Lower Level

$10 Registration Fee Includes Materials
Sept. 13: Luke: Chapters 12-13 Part 2
Sept. 20: Luke: Chapters 14-16 Part 1
Sept. 27: Luke: Chapters 14-16 Part 2

Health
th Care, Justice and
nd the
Common Good
ood

Fall Lecture Series
es

Presented by:
Fr. Tom Nairn O.F.M., Ph.D.
Wed., Sept. 18 and Thurs., Sept. 19
12:10-12:50 PM Lower Level

Unabridged Catholicism
m
Come and join Father Derran
Combs, O.F.M., Ph.D. as he
explores the fundamental teachings and
practices in the Roman Catholic tradition. Each
session will be rooted in Catholic apologetics
and catechesis for adults who desire to pursue
their faith formation with essential teaching material that
will equip them for evangelization.

Repair My House
Dr. Jerry Hiller &
Marilyn Rochon M.A.,
LCPC
Mondays, 12:10 - 12:55 pm Lower Level
$5 donation
Duct Tape Psychology 5: It Isn’t Pretty, But It
Sure Does Hold Your Stuff Together

Tuesdays, 12:10-12:50 pm
St. Clare Auditorium, Lower Level
September 10: The Real Presence of Christ
in the Eucharist
October 1:
Tools of Prayer
Statues and Images
October 8:
Intercessory Prayer
October 15: The Rosary—Gospel on a String
October 22: Sacred Tradition and the Bible
with Fr. Ed Shea OFM
October 29: Calling Priests “Father”
November 12: Moments in Black Catholic History
The Slavery Years
November 19: Moments in Black Catholic History
Emancipation
All are welcome to attend. Free will offering.

September 9
My Heart Says…. But My Mind Says…. What Do I
Do?
· September 23
Learn to Befriend What You Don’t Like…
But Need to Accept
· September 30
Partner with the Unconditional Love of the God of
Francis of Assisi
· October 7
4 Relationship Destroying Goals
· October 21 Celebrate Our 950th Session!
What Will You Do When You Believe You Are
Lovable and Capable?

·

