St. Peter’s Church
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province
FEBRUARY 23, 2020
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 12:00 noon
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m.
(Sunday obligation satisfied)
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,
12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m.

WEEKDAY MASSES
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m.,
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and
Holiday Schedules.

CONFESSIONS
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule.

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER
Mondays & Wednesdays:
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after
every Mass
Friday: Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass
Eucharistic Adoration:
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m.
Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS
Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m.

CHURCH HOURS
Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church

Weekend Presiders
Saturday, February 22
5:00 pm
Fr. Ken Capalbo O.F.M.
Sunday, February 23
9:00 am
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M.
11:00 am
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
12:30 pm
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
6:00 pm
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.
Saints’ Days and Observances
Sun., February 23

7th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mon., February 24:

Ordinary Time

Tues., February 25:

Ordinary Time

Wed., February 26:

Ash Wednesday

Thurs., February 27: Thur sday After
Ash Wednesday
Fri., February 28:

Friday After
Ash Wednesday

Sat., February 29:

Saturday After
Ash Wednesday

ST. PETER’S STAFF
Director of Liturgy and Music
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412
Associate Director of Liturgy and Music
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers
James Kapellas 312-853-2418
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FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF
Friar Confessors & Staff:
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M., Pastor
Fr. Johnpaul Cafiero O.F.M.
Fr. Kenneth Capalbo O.F.M.
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M.
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M.
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M
Fr. James Hoffman O.F.M.
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M.
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M.
Br. William Lanning O.F.M.
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M.
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M.
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M.
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M.
Part-time Friar Staff:
Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M.
In Residence:
Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M.
Br. Doug Collins O.F.M.
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M.
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M.
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M.
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M.
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M.

Director of Environment and Sacristan
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254

Programs Director
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Communications & Activities Director
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376
Director of Public Safety
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334
Business Manager
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Young Adult Ministry
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to
St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts are
essential to our ministry, and we are grateful.
Weekly Goal ............................................. $ 12,000
February 6-12
Total ...................... $ 7,487
Difference……….. $ - 4,513
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR

ell, my brothers and sisters, we
are about to begin one of the
most sacred times of the year,
namely, Lent. We have been moving
along nicely during this month of
February, sometimes hesitantly
because of the many overcast and
dreary days and other times with
uplifted spirits because of a bit of
sunshine, but now is the time to
double down and try to see the
advantages of this special Lenten
season. Are you ready? You know Mardi Gras is this
coming Tuesday, so if you are going to celebrate that
tradition of partying the night away, you’d better get
your duds ready and your reservations made!
Lent really began when Constantine made Christianity
the primary religion of the Roman Empire. Literally
thousands of people, many of them pagans, began
asking to join this religion, and the Church had to find a
way to teach and to bring about good moral behavior
based on these teachings to these candidates. In most
places this became the catechumenate: a three year
period of instruction and modeling before the candidates
were ready to be baptized. During the final six weeks
before the Easter Vigil, those preparing for the
sacrament intensified their prayer and those already
baptized accompanied them in prayer. This became the
original Lent, so Lent today still has this baptismal
accompaniment as one of its elements.
However, human nature and original sin also were
things that each individual had to continue to deal with
in his/her life. Therefore the Church also exhorted the
baptized to use this Lenten period as a time of renewal,
purification and penance. From early times, fasting and
abstaining from meat (sometimes other foods as well)
became means of disciplining ourselves to ward off
temptation and to come closer to God. How often and
for how long these were mandated varied from place to
place, but there was a common strain of both throughout
the Christian world.
Lent, then, is a special time of prayer, penance,
sacrifice and good works in preparation for the
celebration of Easter. In the desire to renew the
liturgical practices of the Church, The Constitution on
the Sacred Liturgy of Vatican Council II stated, “The
two elements which are especially characteristic of
Lent—the recalling of baptism or the preparation for it,
and penance—should be given greater emphasis in the
liturgy and in liturgical catechesis. It is by means of
them that the Church prepares the faithful for the
celebration of Easter, while they hear God’s word more

frequently and devote more time to
prayer” (#109).
Over the years, modifications have
been made to the Lenten observances,
making our practices not only simple
but also relatively easy. Ash
Wednesday still marks the beginning
of Lent, which lasts for 40 days, not
including Sundays. The present
fasting and abstinence rules are
very simple: On Ash Wednesday
and Good Friday, the faithful are to
fast (having only one full meal a day and smaller
snacks to keep up one’s strength) and abstain from
meat, but not eggs, milk products, or condiments of
any kind, even though made from animal fat. On
the other Fridays of Lent, the faithful abstain from
meat. The rule of fasting applies to everyone
between the ages of 18 and 59; abstinence applies to
all those 14 years of age and older.
Our bishops have always encouraged prayer, acts of
self-denial, almsgiving and works of personal charity
during Lent. A few examples of what these might be are
attending Mass daily or several times a week, praying
the rosary, making the Way of the Cross either
individually or communally (at St. Peter’s at 4:15 on the
Fridays of Lent), spending some time each week before
the exposed Blessed Sacrament, reading to the blind,
helping at a soup kitchen, visiting the sick and shut-ins,
giving an overworked mother a break by babysitting,
etc. What is important is that each of us decides to do
something that is doable and that we can really commit
to for Lent. Last year I recommended that you consider
putting into your Lenten observance the actual living of
the spiritual and corporal works of mercy; that could be
excellent this year as well. Don’t try to do them all;
rather, single out one or the other and set up a practical
way of accomplishing that one or two throughout these
six weeks of Lent.
Now is the time to plan how you will begin Lent on
Ash Wednesday. We will celebrate Masses at 6:00,
6:45, 7:30, 8:15, 11:15, 12:15, 1:15, 4:30, and 5:15.
Confessions will be heard continuously from 7:00
A.M. until 6:00 P.M. Ashes will be distributed down
in the auditorium beginning at 6:00 A.M. and
continuing uninterruptedly until 7:00 P.M. The Gift
Shop will be open for your convenience from 7:00
A.M. until 7:00 P.M. Don’t hesitate to invite some of
your friends from work to accompany you to St. Peter’s
on Ash Wednesday. Non-Catholics may receive ashes;
they may be excited to know that you thought enough of
them to invite them to come along.
continued on page 4
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR - CONTINUED

We look forward to seeing you often during this
Lenten Season. Let’s together make it one of the most
productive Lents in a long time. After all, we can all
support one another in the faith community by the
example we give, by our joyful countenance even when
we are fasting and abstaining, by our works of charity,
and by our prayer for each other.
SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
“Be holy, for I, the Lord,
your God, am holy.” These
words challenge us to imitate
God in our actions. The word
holy embraces the concept of
wholeness, as opposed to
being divided. Leviticus
illustrates this meaning: “You shall not bear hatred for
your brother in your heart.” Instead, follow the
command, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”
In Matthew’s account of the Gospel, Jesus clearly
builds on this passage from Leviticus. “Be perfect, just
as your heavenly Father is perfect.” To “be perfect” is
the same as to “be holy.” Such holiness would mean
that the individual is undivided in their interior and
exterior lives. Jesus offers three succinct scenarios of
humiliation that reflect Mediterranean culture: being
struck on the right cheek by a backhanded slap is an
insult; being sued in court where one is humiliated by
losing property or dignity; and being forced to carry
something by Roman soldiers (see Simon of Cyrene
carrying Jesus’ Cross (Mt 27:32). All of these cultural
situations required action to defend one’s honor.
Instead, Jesus advises a different approach: Find
another way to respond that avoids violence. Rise above
these insults. Jesus is abrogating a basic law of the
Middle East, enduring to the present, known as the Law
of Talion, the law of retaliation “An eye for an eye and a
tooth for a tooth.” Jesus invites his followers to find a
third way that rises above humiliation and avoids
retaliating in the same way. Use your imagination to
discover how best to overcome the insult in ways that
rise above it and beyond violence.
In today’s Gospel, Jesus urges his followers to love as
the Father does when he says, “Love your enemies and
pray for those who persecute you.” They are to strive to
be holy, not just to obey the Commandments. The
bishops of Latin America and the Caribbean write in the
2007 Aparecida document that Christians are to follow
Jesus’ example and act out of love, no matter the
difficulty. “Jesus, the Good Shepherd, wishes to
communicate his life to us and place himself at the
service of life. He likewise invites his disciples to

reconciliation—love for enemies—and to opt for the
poorest” (Aparecida, #353).
Jesus tells the crowd at the Sermon on the Mount to
“be perfect just as your heavenly Father is perfect.” For
our Lord, this is not a saying, but a way of living. His
followers see this evidenced when he eats with the
marginalized, touches lepers, and fails to rebuke those
who mock him at the cross. The Catechism states, “The
Word became flesh to be our model of holiness (#459).
For Your Reflection: How have you managed to love
someone who has betrayed or harmed you? The reading
from Paul says not to boast. Is it difficult for you to
attribute your successes to God? Do you think that Jesus
asks too much when he says to pray for those who
persecute you?
A LENTEN MESSAGE FROM POPE FRANCIS
“When we fail to live as
children of God, we often
behave in a destructive way
towards our neighbors and
other creatures—and ourselves
as well—since we begin to
think more or less consciously
that we can use them as we will. Intemperance then
takes the upper hand: we start to live a life that exceeds
those limits imposed by our human condition and nature
itself. We yield to those untrammeled desires that the
Book of Wisdom sees as typical of the ungodly, those
who act without thought for God or hope for the future
(cf. 2:1-11). Unless we tend constantly towards Easter,
towards the horizon of the Resurrection, the mentality
expressed in the slogans “I want it all and I want it
now! and “Too much is never enough,” gains the upper
hand.
“The root of all evil, as we know, is sin, which from its
first appearance has disrupted our communion with
God, with others and with creation itself, to which we
are linked in a particular way by our body. This rupture
of communion with God likewise undermines our
harmonious relationship with the environment in which
we are called to live, so that the garden has become a
wilderness (cf. Gen 317-18). Sin leads man to consider
himself the god of creation, to see himself as its
absolute master and to use it, not for the purpose willed
by the Creator but for his own interests, to the detriment
of other creatures.
“Once God’s law, the law of love, is forsaken, then the
law of the strong over the weak takes over. The sin that
lurks in the human heart (cf. Mk 7:20-23) takes the
shape of greed and unbridled pursuit of comfort, lack of
concern for the good of others and even of oneself. It
continued on page 6
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THIS WEEK
Monday, February 24
12:10 Repair My House (A)
5:00 Men’s Group (P)
5:30 Young Adults (B/C)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Tuesday, February 25
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 D.A. (B)
5:30 Legion of Mary
6:00 Br. Jacoba (C)
Wednesday, February 26 Ash Wednesday
No Programs
Ashes Distribution 6 am to 7 pm
St. Clare Auditorium Lower Level
Thursday, February 27
12:00 A.A. (C)
12:10 Financial Workshop—Your Spending and
Savings Plan—Wintrust Bank (A)
Friday, February 28
12:10 Little Rock Scripture Study—
Virginia Sullivan (C)
ACA (B)
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SCRIPTURE STUDY
Lev. 19:1-2, 17-18; Mt. 5:38-48
“Be holy, for I, the Lord, your God, am holy.” If last
week’s readings gave us a road map (the commandments)
this week’s seem to tell us where the road map is meant to
lead us.
Several years ago my late husband read Left to Tell Discovering God Amidst the Rwandan Holocaust, by
Immaculée Ilibagiza. It’s the story of how a young
Rwandan woman found it in her heart to forgive the people
who had murdered her parents and all but one of her
siblings, and it marked a turning point for my husband.
Estranged from his sister for ten years following the death
of his dad and all of the legal hassles that too often afflict
families after a parent dies, my husband decided that if this
woman could forgive the unimaginable horrors that had
been inflicted on her he needed to forgive his sister. So he
did some online searching. He found his sister living in
another state and sent her a note telling her that he would
like to let the past rest and start to rebuild their
relationship. She responded, and they began a relationship
that lasted until he died. Could letting go of old grudges be
part of the road map to holiness?
Peg works in an office with two other women. Lately
she’s noticed that conversation stops and the women
become very quiet when she walks in, and other people in
the company have hinted that they’ve heard through the
grapevine that the two women Peg works with have been
spreading rumors about her. Now Peg has to make a
choice. Should she start some rumors of her own or should
she confront the women and try to talk through their
differences? Which road will lead Peg to holiness?
No one ever said that loving our enemies or praying for
those who persecute us would be easy. In fact, those roads
led Jesus to the cross. But they also took Him to
resurrection and new life. Do we have the courage to trust
God’s road map in our own lives? Or would we rather not
stop to ask for directions?
By Vinal Van Benthem ofs

Fridays During Lent
4:15 pm in the Church
February 28; March 6, 13, 20, 27; April 3
Good Friday
April 10 - 5:15 pm

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church
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leads to the exploitation of creation, both persons and
the environment, due to that insatiable covetousness
which sees every desire as a right and sooner or later
destroys all those in its grip.
“Creation urgently needs the revelation of the children
of God, who have been made ‘a new creation.’ For ‘if
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has
passed away. Behold, the new has come’ (2Cor 5:17).
Indeed, by virtue of their being revealed, creation itself
can create a Pasch, opening itself to a new heaven and
a new earth (cf. Rev 21:1). The path to Easter demands
that we renew our faces and hearts as Christians through
repentance, conversion and forgiveness, so as to live
fully the abundant grace of the paschal mystery.
“This ‘eager longing,’ this expectation of all creation,
will be fulfilled in the revelation of the children of God,
that is, when Christians and all people enter decisively
into the ‘travail’ that conversion entails. All creation is
called, with us, to go forth ‘from its bondage to decay
and obtain the glorious liberty of the children of
God’ (Rom 8:21). Lent is a sacramental sign of this
conversion. It incites Christians to embody the paschal
mystery more deeply and concretely in their personal,
family and social lives, above all by fasting, prayer and
almsgiving.
“Fasting, that is, learning to change our attitude
towards others and all of creation, turning away from
the temptation to ‘devour’ everything to satisfy our
voracity and being ready to suffer for love, which can
fill the emptiness of our heart. Prayer, which teaches us
to abandon idolatry and the self-sufficiency of our ego,
and to acknowledge our need of the Lord and his mercy.
Almsgiving, whereby we escape from the insanity of
hoarding everything for ourselves in the illusory belief
that we can secure a future that does not belong to us.
And thus to rediscover the joy of God’s plan for creation
and for each of us, which is to love him, our brothers
and sisters, and the entire world, and to find in this love
our true happiness.
“Dear brothers and sisters, the ‘lenten’ period of forty
days spent by the Son of God in the desert of creation
had the goal of making it once more that garden of
communion with God that it was before original sin.
May our Lent this year be a journey along that same
path, bringing the hope of Christ also to creation, so that
it may be ‘set free from its bondage to decay and obtain
the glorious liberty of the children of God’ (Rom 8:21).
Let us not allow this season of grace to pass in vain! Let
us ask God to help us set out on a path of true
conversion. Let us leave behind our selfishness and selfabsorption, and turn to Jesus’ Pasch. Let us stand beside
our brothers and sisters in need, sharing our spiritual and
material goods with them. In this way, by concretely
welcoming Christ’s victory over sin and death into our
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lives, we will also radiate its transforming power to all
of creation.”
2020 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL
This is Follow-Up weekend
in our parish so that anyone
who was not present last
weekend may make a gift or a
pledge to the Archdiocesan
Annual Appeal. Please
remember that the Annual Catholic Appeal is much
different than a one-time special collection. It is a
pledge campaign where you can make a gift payable in
installments.
The Annual Catholic Appeal theme, “Come, follow
me…and heal the world,” was selected to remind us to
continue to answer Jesus’ call to follow Him in thought,
word and deed by providing the necessary contribution
to fund ministries and services to share God’s love with
many others in our parish and our archdiocese.
Each pledge makes a difference! All parish
communities participate in the campaign and the gifts of
many enable our parishes, schools, and ministries to
deliver needed services. Thank you for your prayerful
consideration and generous response.
A CHUCKLE FOR LENT
Little Susie, a six-year-old, came home from school
whining. “Mommy, I’ve got a stomachache.”
“That’s because your stomach is empty,” her mother
replied. “You’d feel better if you had something in it.”
She gave Susie a snack and sure enough, Susie felt
better right away.
That afternoon the family’s minister dropped by. While
he was chatting with Susie’s mom, he mentioned he’d
had a headache all day long.
Susie perked up, “That’s because it’s empty,” she said.
“You’d feel better if you had something in it!”
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ST. PETER’S BOOK & GIFT SHOP
Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341

Monday-Wednesday 10 am-3 pm ● Thursday & Friday 10 am-6 pm ● Sunday 9:30 am-2 pm

Open Ash Wednesday ~ February 26 ~ 7 am to 7 pm
m
Over 1,500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards,
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,
Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards

March 18 & 31
12:15 pm
In the Church
Financial
Fina
ancial Wor
Workshop
rksh
ho
op

Your
Y
our Spending
ou
Spending
and Savings Plan
n

Thursday, February 27
12:10-12:50 pm Lower Level

Presented by Wintrust Bank
Learn the importance of developing a good
spending and savings plan unique to your needs.
Discuss how savings and spending are related to
maintain a healthy financial future. For more
information call 312-853-2376.
All are welcome to attend.

Repair My House

Dr. Jerry Hiller &
Marilyn Rochon M.A.,
LCPC

Mondays, 12:10 - 12:55 pm Lower Level $5 donation

·

Reduce the Wear-and-Tear of
Daily Hassles and Life Transitions

February 24
Why Do Some People Act Like Jerks?
Why do they act the way they do? How can we stop
letting them get to us?
· March 2
“After All I’ve Done for Them….”
Feeling betrayed. Learn skills to deal with hurt and
anger, and alternative ways of thinking, feeling, and
responding to this significant challenge.

Volunteer Needed

St. Peter’s is looking for sacristy help,
specifically someone to iron the
purificators used at Mass. This weekly
service can be performed at the volunteer’s
convenience on any weekday afternoon in the
ested pl
basement of the church. If interested
please call
54.
Phil the sacristan at 312-628-1254.

35 Years of Family Values and Family Business Offering a Full Range of Investment Services & Advice
Timothy A. Sinal & Theodore A. Sinal, First Vice Presidents/Investments
Three First National Plaza, Suite 2400 • Chicago, Illinois 60602

(312) 269-0393 sinalta@stifel.com

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC and NYSE

Carolyn Kitty 312-917-1040

VIVERE

Certified Public Accountant

CANTINA ENOTECA
- Burial & Cremation Services
- Pre-Planning Available
- Delphine Michalik, Owner &
Funeral Director
Family Owned and Operated
Since 1929
1056 West Chicago Avenue
(312) 421-0936
www.michalikfuneralhome.com

Individual & Small Business Accounting & Tax Service
20 North State Street, Suite 508, Chicago, IL

THE VILLAGE
71 West Monroe,
Chicago
RESTAURANTS
Ph: 312-332-7005
Open 7 days Lunch and Dinner
www.italianvillage-chicago.com

Email : carolyn@kittycpa.com • www.ckittycpa.com

Marco Island, Florida
Where Life is Good

312 357-0023

White beaches, a sparkling sea and your own private pool...

5 N. Wabash Ave, Suite 802
Chicago, IL 60602

Vacation Home Rental • 765-479-8003

Marcolifeisgood@watchtv.net • www.marcolifeisgood.com
See website for pricing and availability

www.mtusa.com

JOHN STRZYNSKI
Attorney at Law

HighPoint
Planning Partners
Peter Piccinini
(609) 577-4875
v Wealth Management
v Estate Planning
v Term/Whole Life Insurance

• Wills • Living Trusts
• Powers of Attorney
• Guardianships
• Probate Administration

Mary Elizabeth Kopko

(312) 223-0540
john@js-law.net

Attorney at Law
McBreen & Kopko, LLP
Social Security Disability
(no fee unless successful)
1525 East 53rd Street, Suite 709
Chicago, Illinois 60615

(773) 752-2526
(773) 752-2636
Fax: (773) 752-4287

Call for Office or Home Appointment

CBD / KETO / WELLNESS
DARCY FENOGLIO | 708-785-1559
dfeno.cibigold.com
dfeno.mywakaya.com

Anxiety, Pain, Inflammation, Sleep
“Mediation to Stay Married”
Struggling marriage? Therapy not working?
Partner refuses therapy?
Try a solution based process.
Save your marriage today.

www.marriage-mediation.com

312-523-2036

St. Peter Church

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today!
sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827

stpetersloop.churchgiving.com

ED THE PLUMBER
ED THE CARPENTER
Best Work • Best Rate
Satisfaction Guaranteed As
We Do All Our Own Work
$$ Parishioner Discount $$

(773) 471-1444

•Skilled Nursing •Physical Therapy
•Occupational Therapy •Speech Therapy
•Medical Social Worker •Home Health Aide

“Stay Home With Apple”

773-871-8700

Serving Chicago and Suburbs

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today!
sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827

www.applehomehealthcare.com

To all Stores,
Restaurants,
Deli’s and
Institutions
Milk • Ice Cream • Juices • Butter • Cheeses • Eggs

Renzo Dairy 847-671-COWS

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

St. Peter’s Church, Chicago, IL

A 4C 01-1355

