St. Peter’s Church
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province
MARCH 22, 2020
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 12:00 noon
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m.
(Sunday obligation satisfied)
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,
12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m.

WEEKDAY MASSES
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m.,
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and
Holiday Schedules.

CONFESSIONS
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule.

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER
Mondays & Wednesdays:
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after
every Mass
Friday: Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass
Eucharistic Adoration:
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m.
Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS
Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m.

CHURCH HOURS
Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church

Weekend Presiders
Saturday, March 21
5:00 pm
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
Sunday, March 22
9:00 am
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.
11:00 am
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
12:30 pm
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M.
6:00 pm
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
Saints’ Days and Observances
Sun., March 22:

4th Sunday of Lent

Mon., March 23:

Lenten Weekday

Tues., March 24: Lenten Weekday
Wed., March 25:

Annunciation of the Lord

Thurs., March 26: Lenten Weekday
Fri., March 27:

Lenten Weekday

Sat., March 28:

Lenten Weekday

ST. PETER’S STAFF
Director of Liturgy and Music
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412
Associate Director of Liturgy and Music
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers
James Kapellas 312-853-2418
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FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF
Friar Confessors & Staff:
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M., Pastor
Fr. Johnpaul Cafiero O.F.M.
Fr. Kenneth Capalbo O.F.M.
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M.
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M.
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M
Fr. James Hoffman O.F.M.
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M.
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M.
Br. William Lanning O.F.M.
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M.
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M.
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M.
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M.
Part-time Friar Staff:
Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M.
In Residence:
Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M.
Br. Doug Collins O.F.M.
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M.
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M.
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M.
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M.
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M.

Director of Environment and Sacristan
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254

Programs Director
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Communications & Activities Director
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376
Director of Public Safety
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334
Business Manager
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Young Adult Ministry
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to
St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts are
essential to our ministry, and we are grateful.
Weekly Goal ............................................. .$ 12,000
March 5-11
Total ………………$ 8,706
Difference………….$ - 3,294
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR

ll three of the synoptic
Gospels—Matthew, Mark and
Luke—clearly state that Jesus,
following his baptism, was moved
by the Spirit to go off alone to the
desert and that there he was tempted
by the devil. “At once, the Spirit
drove him out into the desert, and he
remained there for 40 days, tempted
by Satan,” (Mk 1:12-13).
Obviously, for Jesus, this time in the desert was
important, as it prepared him for his life of ministry. It
became important for the early Church, too, which in its
earliest days began observing a 40-day period of fasting
and prayer as part of its yearly practice.
But what are other significant aspects of Jesus going
out into the desert? Throughout the history of the
Hebrew people, amazing things happened when they
entered the desert. It was there where they came most
directly into contact with God. Moses heard the voice of
God from the burning bush in the desert. And it was in
the desert that Moses received the Ten Commandments
on Mount Sinai. The most formative desert experience
was certainly the years that the Hebrews spent
wandering in the desert between the exodus from Egypt
and their arrival in the land of Caanan. Obviously, the
desert was a significant place for the Jewish people.
That Jesus went there at all was an announcement that
whatever happened next would be a matter of great
significance, something directly influenced by God.
When we hear or read the word “desert,” we may
immediately think of sand dunes and camels, of
intensely hot days and extremely cold nights. Perhaps
the words that come to mind are “barren,” “lifeless,” or
perhaps “a struggle to live.” While there is truth in each
of these images, none of them provide a full description
of a desert, for there are many types of deserts around
the world. Some—like the Sahara—have great mounds
of sand for hundreds of miles, while others have been
turned into productive farmland through the use of
irrigation.
No desert on earth is really barren, as some forms of
life have adapted so much that they can now thrive only
in those hostile conditions. However, all deserts are
very dry, conditions are harsh, and life there is always a
challenge. Deserts are places of mystery and wonder.
They often are vast, open tracts of land filled with the
unknown, where the imagination can run wild. They are
often difficult to journey through, as they have limited
roads. Some people lose their way in them.
Deserts are also places of transformation. Life only

survives in the desert by adaptation,
by learning to adjust or to discard
what is not essential for life. As the
early travelers who crossed the
American deserts of the west
quickly learned, the only way to
survive the trip was to discard
everything that wasn’t essential. For
years after their journey, their path
could be traced by the discarded
items they left behind.
Going into the desert is always an act of leaving the
tame and civilized behind, of letting go, or going where
the wild things are, of realizing that we are no longer in
control. In the desert, one learns to focus on what is
important and to leave behind distractions.
Consider this: While it is only a relatively short
distance from Egypt to Galilee, according to the Book
of Exodus, the Hebrews wandered in the desert for 40
years. What took them so long? Scholars suggest that
the time in the desert was for them a period of
preparation. They would arrive in the land of Caanan
when they were prepared to do so and not before. Their
old ways of life had to be left behind before they could
become the people of God.
Throughout history, Christians have gone to the desert
in order to grow closer to God. That’s what St. Anthony
the Great did. He moved to the Egyptian desert, hid
away from the world and became a hermit, devoting
himself to asceticism and prayer. Christian monasticism
developed around desert hermits such as St. Anthony.
People were inspired by the lives of fasting and prayer
lived by these desert fathers and mothers, and flocked to
the desert to learn from them and to imitate their austere
way of life in order to grow closer to God.
Today we do not have to physically journey into the
wilderness to experience the desert. We can do it from
our homes. Sometimes, to have a desert experience we
need to simply leave behind our excess baggage, putting
down what we carry, taking with us only what is
essential. For us, that means turning off the TV and
radio, our phones and other digital devices. Tweets and
Facebook status updates are not allowed. In the
resulting quiet, we must open our ears, eyes and hearts
to the message God has prepared for us and be ready to
be transformed by it.
Our lives are so filled with noise and images and
activity that we periodically need to escape from the
usual routine if we hope to hear the voice of God. Going
to the desert, whether an actual desert or a place that is
free from all our usual distractions, offers us the time
continued on page 4
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR - CONTINUED

and space to listen. We are right now about halfway
through Lent. It’s time to evaluate how these first three
weeks have gone. Are we still observing the discipline
we decided upon at the begging of this season? Are we
really making progress in ridding ourselves of the
clutter that has filled our hearts? Are we following
through on the charitable aspects of our Lenten journey
that we chose to do? Let’s take stock now and make the
most of the remaining days of this holy season.
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
Our God is a God of surprises.
This is evident in our First
Reading, where God directs the
anointing of David. Samuel,
the prophet, goes to Jesse of
Bethlehem to anoint one of his
eight sons as king. Although
Samuel is impressed by the stature of the eldest son,
God rejects him, saying, “Not as man sees does God
see, because man sees the appearance, but the Lord
looks into the heart.” David, the youngest one, still a
shepherd boy, is chosen to be anointed.
Today’s Gospel account of Jesus’ healing a man born
blind is one of seven signs in John’s Gospel. This sign
signifies that Jesus’ power to heal extends beyond
physical blindness to spiritual blindness. The healing
initiates a dialogue among the man born blind, Jesus,
and the Pharisees. On first encountering the man born
blind, Jesus takes the initiative. He rubs clay on the
man’s eyes and instructs him to wash in the Pool of
Siloam. The man follows Jesus’ instructions and is
healed. The Pharisees refuse to believe. They reject
Jesus because he broke their law by healing on the
Sabbath. Here is another example of the God of
surprises working in ways that human beings refuse to
accept.
Later, Jesus meets the man he had healed. When Jesus
identifies himself as the Son of Man, the man
immediately responds, “I do believe, Lord,” and he
worships him. This man has moved from the gift of
physical sight to the deeper gift of “spiritual sight.” This
miracle reflects our relationship with Jesus. Before
Baptism, we were spiritually blind. After being washed
in the waters of Baptism, we entered a deeper personal
relationship with Jesus.
After the man born blind washed himself in the Pool
of Siloam, he was able to profess, “I do believe, Lord.”
Not only was he now able to see with his eyes, but he
had been enlightened. When a person is baptized and
incorporated into the Body of Christ, he or she views
the world from another perspective. Christ now sheds

his light on them to see as he sees. In his teaching on
Baptism, quoting St. Justin, the Catechism of the
Catholic Church states, “This bath is called
enlightenment, because those who receive this
instruction are enlightened in their
understanding” (#1216).
In the Gospel, we hear that Jesus noticed the man
blind from birth, smeared clay on his eyes, directed him
to wash, and went looking for him after hearing that the
Pharisees had rejected the man. Finding the man, Jesus
conversed with him, guiding him to faith. The Preface
on this Sunday emphasizes that Christ leads humankind
into the light of faith. “By the mystery of the
Incarnation, Christ has led the human race that walked
in darkness into the radiance of the faith.”
Just as Jesus smeared clay on the eyes of the man born
blind, through Baptism Christians have been given a
way of seeing through faith. In a quote from St.
Augustine in the Liturgy of the Hours, what occurs at
Baptism is likened to the clay on the man’s eyes. “‘I am
the light of the world.’ That light shines on us now, for
we have had our eyes anointed with the eye-salve of
faith.”
On the fourth Sunday of Lent, in the second scrutiny,
the priest prays that the elect will rejoice in the light
Christ gives. He begins by praying, “Lord Jesus, you are
the true light that enlightens the world.”
For Your Reflection: When have you str uggled to see
a person as God sees and not as you see? How does our
assembly help the community see that God is at work in
the world? In what conflict or issue in your life do you
need to ask for sight?
SOLEMNITY OF THE ANNUNCIATION
Wednesday, March 25, 2020
The Feast of the Annunciation is one of
the twelve great feasts of the liturgical
year. It celebrates the announcement
given by the archangel Gabriel to Mary
that she would conceive and give birth
to the Son of God. We read in the
Gospel of Luke (1:26-38):
In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent
from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth,
to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of
the house of David, and the virgin’s name was
Mary. And coming to her, he said, “Hail,
favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was
greatly troubled at what was said and pondered
what sort of greeting this might be. Then the
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for
continued on page 6
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THIS WEEK
Monday, March 23
12:10 Repair My House (A)
5:00 Men’s Group (P)
5:30 Young Adults (B/C)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Tuesday, March 24
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 D.A. (B)
5:30 Legion of Mary (P)
Wednesday, March 25
Annunciation of the Lord
11:40 am Solemn Mass with Choir
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 Lenten Lecture Series (A/B)
Fr. Ed Shea
San Damiano (C)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Thursday, March 26
12:00 A.A. (C)
Friday, March 27
12:10 Little Rock Scripture Study—
Terri Clemons (C)
ACA (B)
4:15 Stations of the Cross (Ch)

Annunciation of the Lord
Wednesday, March 25
Solemn Mass with Choir
11:40 am
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SCRIPTURE STUDY
1 Sam 16:1b,6-7, 10-13a; Eph 5:8-14
A friend once gave me a little book entitled Attic People.
The book’s premise was that there are two kinds of people
– attic people, who pull you up, and basement people, who
pull you down. My friend saw me as an attic person.
But it’s pretty easy to be an attic person around our
friends. The question is, how do we treat people who
aren’t our friends? The people who live in another
neighborhood, or go to another church? Or what about the
people we work with? Are we concerned about the man
whose job is disappearing because his company is moving
overseas? What if we’re the one who has to let someone
go? How do we tell them? Do we offer a severance
package to help them pay their bills until they find work?
Do we offer job counseling and/or space where they can
conduct a job search? Do we pull them up? Or down?
Pat was hired by a large manufacturing facility
specifically to prepare employees for the time when the
plant would be closing a year or two in advance of its
actually doing so. Her job included planning seminars and
workshops on everything from learning new job skills to
developing self-esteem to preparing a resume. For
employees who were not fluent in English she engaged the
services of a language tutor. She even planned an ice
cream social and a couple of pizza parties in order to
reassure the employees that they were not alone and that
the company really cared about what happened to them.
Because this company really did care – enough to hire
Pat to be a light for its employees in the darkness of their
fear and confusion over an uncertain future. This company
hired Pat because she sees and values the dignity of every
person she works with. She does not judge by
appearances. She is not impressed by lofty stature. The
200+ people who have successfully moved into other jobs
because of her would describe Pat as an attic person. How
would the people we work with describe us?

By Vinal Van Benthem ofs
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Informed or Denounced?
Conscience Formation of Today’s
Adult Catholic

Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.

All are invited to attend.
Free will offering is greatly appreciated.

Fridays During Lent
4:15 pm in the Church
March 27; April 3
Good Friday, April 10 - 5:15 pm
Confessions at St. Peter’s

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is
available at St. Peter's Monday Friday from 7:30 am to 6:00 pm and
on Saturday from 12 pm to 4:30 pm.
No appointment needed, just come
into the church and find the
confessional that is in use.

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church
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you have found favor with God. Behold, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
shall name him Jesus. He will be great and will
be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord
God will give him the throne of David his father,
and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever,
and of his kingdom there will be no end.
But Mary said to the angel, “How can this be,
since I have no relations with a man?” And the
angel said to her in reply, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be
born will be called holy, the Son of God. And
behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also
conceived a son in her old age, and this is the
sixth month for her who was called barren; for
nothing will be impossible for God.”
Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the
Lord. May it be done to me according to your
word.” Then the angel departed from her.
The feast is observed on March 25, which is nine
months before the Christmas celebration of the birth of
Jesus. The correlation between the conception of Christ
and his death falling on the same day follows a doctrinal
belief of the early Church, which proposed that many of
the major events in the Bible coincided with the Spring
Equinox. Events such as the creation of the Earth, the
creation of Adam, and the crossing of the Red Sea were
purported to have occurred on this date.
The origin of this feast can be traced back to the early
fifth century. It began in the Eastern Church during the
time of the Council of Ephesus, in 431 A.D., and
became an observance in the Western Church around
496 A.D. From its inception, there were major
differences in the central theme of the feast. The Eastern
Church centered the feast on the conception of Christ
and His incarnation as the Son of God. The focus of the
celebration was God’s power as manifested through the
Holy Spirit to birth the humanity of the Christ, a being
free from the taint of sin. Christ, in turn, would begin a
new generation of the children of God, born of the Spirit
through the redemption of His sacrifice.
For the Western Church, the
Annunciation is a feast honoring the
Virgin Mary as the mother of God. The
emphasis of the celebration is placed on
her acceptance of this honor as the
fulfillment of the prophecy written in
Isaiah 7:14. It is from this feast that the
“Hail Mary,” the recitation of the rosary,
and the Magnificat of Vespers have become a steadfast
part of Catholic tradition. For Christians everywhere,
the Annunciation can be a reminder of the ongoing work
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of the Holy Spirit in the lives of believers as we are
transformed into a people filled and guided by spirit.
In Eastern Christianity, Mary is referred to as
Theotokos (God-bearer). Consequently, a beautiful
hymn attributed to St. Athanasius of Alexandria sums
up the theology of the feast:
Today is the beginning of our salvation and the
revelation of the eternal mystery! The Son of
God becomes the Son of the Virgin as Gabriel
announces the coming of Grace. Together with
him, let us cry to the Theotokos: “Rejoice, O
Full of Grace, the Lord is with you!”
Here at St. Peter’s we will celebrate this great feast
with a Solemn Mass at 11:40. Ther e will be no 12:15
Mass this day due to the length of the Feast day Mass.
We hope you will be able to join us for this joyful
Marian celebration on Wednesday.
A CHUCKLE FOR LENT
Over breakfast one morning, a woman said to her
husband, “I bet you don’t know what day this is.” “Of
course, I do,” he indignantly answered, going out the
door on his way to the office.
At 10:00 A.M. the doorbell rang, and when the woman
opened the door, she was handed a box containing a
dozen long-stemmed roses. At 1:00 P.M. a foilwrapped, two pound box of her favorite chocolates
arrived. Later, a boutique delivered a designer dress.
The woman couldn’t wait for her husband to come
home. “First, the flowers, then the candy, and then the
dress!” she exclaimed. “I’ve never spent a more
wonderful Groundhog Day in my whole life!”
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ST. PETER’S BOOK & GIFT SHOP
Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341

Monday-Wednesday
esday 10 am-3
es
am 3 pm ● Thur
Thursday
ursday & Friday 10 am-6
am 6 pm ● Sunday
ay 9:30
9
am-2 pm

Confirmation
ion & First Commu
Communion
mmu
un
Gifts
fts
Now Available!
e!

Over 1,500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards,
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,
Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards
Attention Young Adults!
s!
Our SPYA (St. Peter’s Young Adults)
Gatherings are happening each Monday,
and we’d love to see you! We are reading
the upcoming stories from Sundays of Lent. We get
together every Monday from 5:30 to 7:30 pm in the
St. Clare Auditorium.
Also, mark your calendars today for
the annual SPYA Lenten
Retreat happening on Palm Sunday,
April 5, 2020. We’ll start with Mass
at 12:30 pm here at St. Peter’s, then
go downstairs for some food for our bodies and food
for our soul, and we’ll have some time for faith
sharing, and we’ll end by 6:00 pm. Our Speaker this
year is Friar JohnPaul Cafiero OFM, one of the local
Friars who does a lot of traveling preaching. Please
spread the word— this is going to be good! Sunday,
April 5th, 12:30 to 6:00 pm.
See you soon I hope! If you have any questions,
please contact Father Ed Shea OFM at (773) 8924134.

Repair My House

Dr. Jerry Hiller &
Marilyn Rochon M.A.,
LCPC

Mondays, 12:10 - 12:55 pm Lower Level $5 donation
Reduce the W ear-and-Tear of
Daily Hassles and Life Transitions
Part Two

·

March 23
Persistent Feelings of Inadequacy as Fictions for
Avoidance (Avoid Dance)
· April 6
What Is Your Purpose in Holding on to Your Fictions?
· April 27
Your Purpose/Mission/Vocation Pulls You Forward in
Daily Hassles and Life Transitions.

35 Years of Family Values and Family Business Offering a Full Range of Investment Services & Advice
Timothy A. Sinal & Theodore A. Sinal, First Vice Presidents/Investments
Three First National Plaza, Suite 2400 • Chicago, Illinois 60602

(312) 269-0393 sinalta@stifel.com

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC and NYSE

Carolyn Kitty 312-917-1040

VIVERE

Certified Public Accountant

CANTINA ENOTECA
- Burial & Cremation Services
- Pre-Planning Available
- Delphine Michalik, Owner &
Funeral Director
Family Owned and Operated
Since 1929
1056 West Chicago Avenue
(312) 421-0936
www.michalikfuneralhome.com

Individual & Small Business Accounting & Tax Service
20 North State Street, Suite 508, Chicago, IL

THE VILLAGE
71 West Monroe,
Chicago
RESTAURANTS
Ph: 312-332-7005
Open 7 days Lunch and Dinner
www.italianvillage-chicago.com

Email : carolyn@kittycpa.com • www.ckittycpa.com

JOHN STRZYNSKI

Call LPi today for advertising info
(800) 950-9952

HighPoint
Planning Partners
Peter Piccinini
(609) 577-4875
v Wealth Management
v Estate Planning
v Term/Whole Life Insurance

Attorney at Law

• Wills • Living Trusts
• Powers of Attorney
• Guardianships
• Probate Administration

Mary Elizabeth Kopko

(312) 223-0540
john@js-law.net

Attorney at Law
McBreen & Kopko, LLP
Social Security Disability
(no fee unless successful)
1525 East 53rd Street, Suite 709
Chicago, Illinois 60615

(773) 752-2526
(773) 752-2636
Fax: (773) 752-4287

Call for Office or Home Appointment

CBD / KETO / WELLNESS
DARCY FENOGLIO | 708-785-1559
dfeno.cibigold.com
dfeno.mywakaya.com

Anxiety, Pain, Inflammation, Sleep
“Mediation to Stay Married”
Struggling marriage? Therapy not working?
Partner refuses therapy?
Try a solution based process.
Save your marriage today.

www.marriage-mediation.com

312-523-2036

St. Peter Church

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today!
sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827

stpetersloop.churchgiving.com

312 357-0023

5 N. Wabash Ave, Suite 802
Chicago, IL 60602
www.mtusa.com

ED THE PLUMBER
ED THE CARPENTER
Best Work • Best Rate
Satisfaction Guaranteed As
We Do All Our Own Work
$$ Parishioner Discount $$

(773) 471-1444

•Skilled Nursing •Physical Therapy
•Occupational Therapy •Speech Therapy
•Medical Social Worker •Home Health Aide

“Stay Home With Apple”

773-871-8700

Serving Chicago and Suburbs

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today!
sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827

www.applehomehealthcare.com

To all Stores,
Restaurants,
Deli’s and
Institutions
Milk • Ice Cream • Juices • Butter • Cheeses • Eggs

Renzo Dairy 847-671-COWS

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

St. Peter’s Church, Chicago, IL
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