
MARCH 29, 2020 

St. Peter’s Church 
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province 

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196 
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org  

 

WEEKEND MASSES 
Saturday: 12:00 noon 
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m. 
(Sunday obligation satisfied) 
 

Sundays:  9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,  
                12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m., 
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m. 
 

Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and 
Holiday Schedules. 

 

CONFESSIONS 
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
 

Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m. 
 

Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule. 
 

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER 
 

Mondays & Wednesdays:  
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass 
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after 
every Mass 
Friday:  Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass 
Eucharistic Adoration:  
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m. 
 

Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m. 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m. 
 

Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m. 
 

CHURCH HOURS 
 

Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
 

Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
 

Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m. 



 

Director of Liturgy and Music 
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412 
 

Associate Director of Liturgy and Music 
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 
James Kapellas 312-853-2418 
 

Director of Environment and Sacristan 
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254 
 

Programs Director 
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Communications & Activities Director   
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376 
 

Director of Public Safety 
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334 
 

Business Manager 
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Young Adult Ministry 
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134 
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ST. PETER’S STAFF 

 Friar Confessors & Staff: 
 
 

Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M., Pastor 
Fr. Johnpaul Cafiero O.F.M. 
Fr. Kenneth Capalbo O.F.M. 
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M. 
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M. 
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M. 
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M 
Fr. James Hoffman O.F.M. 
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M. 
Br. William Lanning O.F.M. 
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M. 
Fr. George Musial O.F.M. 
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M. 
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M. 
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M. 

 

Part-time Friar Staff: 
 

Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M. 
 

In Residence: 
 

Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M. 
Br. Doug Collins O.F.M. 
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M. 
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M. 
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M. 
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M. 
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M. 
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M. 
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M. 

FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF 

Saints’ Days and Observances 
 

Sun., March 29: 5th Sunday of Lent 
 
Mon., March 30: Lenten Weekday  
             
Tues., March 31: Lenten Weekday  
                              
Wed., April 1: Lenten Weekday    
 
Thurs., April 2:      Lenten Weekday  
      
Fri., April 3:           Lenten Weekday 
 
Sat., April 4:           Lenten Weekday 

 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
 

Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to 
St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts are 
essential to our ministry, and we are grateful. 
 
Weekly Goal ............................................. .$   12,000 
March 12-18              Total ………………$     1,586 
                                    Difference…………$  -10,414 
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR 
 

S urprises should make people happy, right? Some 
surprises, arriving out of the 
blue, are reason enough to 
celebrate wholeheartedly: an 
unforeseen job offer promising 
a better future for a family, or 
purchasing a ticket to a raffle 
and then hearing that you had 
won the grand prize, or 
wanting to take a vacation but, 
having not enough money, you 
find that a stock has gone wild 
and you can cash in it for 
sufficient funds, or a child’s 
stellar, third-quarter school report card, following 
dismal grades nine weeks earlier.  
 

   But surprises are not all of a kind. Some surprises 
short-circuit current goals of ours, making them appear 
unattainable. I think, for example, of the larger home a 
growing family wanted and that was almost within 
reach, but that now, due to unexpected financial 
hardships, seems out of the question. It is a surprise, 
too, and not a happy one, to learn with little warning 
that profound illness threatens the well-being or even 
the life of someone we love. 
 

   A fair number of life’s surprises leave people feeling 
disappointed, devastated or just plain angry. Some 
people want to scream, “This isn’t what I wanted!” 
After an unwelcome surprise, they wonder if their hopes 
are dashed. But are their hopes dashed? Or are they, 
perhaps, on track toward transformation? Is this part of 
a journey? It is at least worth considering the possibility 
that an apparently unwelcome surprise will serve as a 
signal that one’s life journey is about to reach a new 
point of beginning. 
 

   Any true surprise falls into the category of “the 
unexpected.” It possesses a capacity to startle us into 
wakefulness, either delightfully so or in ways that give 
rise to fear, anguish or confusion. It is often said that the 
unexpected is such a routine part of human life that it 
really ought to be labeled “the expected.” Nonetheless, 
unexpected developments may prompt great worry. 
Many surely wonder if God is absent when they occur. 
 

   Yet, many testify that in handling unexpected 
developments they grew as human beings and people of 
faith. It wasn’t easy, but a hidden resilience emerged 
and they found, surprisingly, that in handling the 
unexpected, they matured. Rather than believing God 
was absent, they began to converse with God in this all-
too-real, daily life context. Courage displaced fear for 

them. Rather than collapsing, 
their life’s journey advanced. 
 

   For someone like Pope 
Francis, this probably does not 
sound strange. We cannot 
expect life always to go 
according to plan. Not too long 
ago he said, “Our life is not 
given to us like an opera 
libretto, in which all is written 
down, but it means going, 
walking, doing, searching, 
seeing.” He continued, “God is 
always a surprise, so you never 
know where and how you will 

find him. You are not setting the time and place of the 
encounter with him. You must, therefore, discern the 
encounter.” 
 

   We all, I suspect are far more experienced and adept 
than we imagine at handling life’s unexpected 
developments. Sometimes we create great expectations 
when we are going to visit a famous city for the first 
time. As the trip nears, the expectations increase. Yet I 
know by now that once I arrive at my destination, the 
reality may not totally match my expectations. It will 
differ from them in positive and negative ways. 
 

   What then? What should we do if, somewhat 
unexpectedly, we discover that the beautiful and 
exciting place, the journey we planned, is not what we 
expected? We could resign ourselves to disappointment. 
Or we could begin to explore this new place or 
circumstance by opening our eyes to its virtues and 
allowing our vision of the world to expand in wonderful 
unanticipated ways. It is always possible that this kind 
of trip will be remembered later as one of our best 
journeys ever. Something that initially feels like a bit of 
a letdown may well prove to be a rich source of gifts 
and blessings. 
 

   Marriage is one such journey. Lasting marriages 
might be few and far between if couples could not 
manage to survive and thrive when unexpected 
developments make themselves known. Pope Francis 
talked about this shortly after he was elected as Pope. 
“At the moment of their wedding, a couple does not 
know what will happen or what joys and pains await 
them.” He went on to explain, “Couples set out like 
Abraham on a journey together. And that is what 
marriage is! Setting out and walking together, hand in 
hand, putting themselves in the Lord’s powerful hands.” 
 

   In fact, this becomes “a long journey,” the pope 
added. Marriage is a journey “not for a brief spell but 

continued on page 4 
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 THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR - CONTINUED 

continued on page 6 

for an entire life! As their journey unfolds, they will 
need Jesus’ help in order to walk together in trust, to 
accept one another each day and daily to forgive one 
another.” 
 

   If marriage is a long journey, it is a journey of growth, 
too, according to many long-married couples. They only 
learned over time what love really means, they report. 
They learned this, not incidentally, amid many 
unforeseen and even unwelcome developments that 
demanded much of them, complex situations in which 
they perhaps came to realize that God wanted to address 
them. 
 

   Journeys are life-giving, saving us from some 
calamity that might have happened had we stayed on 
our current course. As we continue our Lenten journey, 
consider where you are being called to travel. What lies 
ahead for you if you stay on your current path? How 
might your life be changed by taking a different path? 
What are you willing to leave behind as you begin your 
trip? What does God have in mind for you? 
 

   The proverb, “The longest journey begins with a 
single step,” applies as much to religious journeys as 
any other. As Pope St. John Paul II challenged us, “Be 
not afraid to take that step and begin your journey of 
faith.” 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

All of today’s readings focus 
on the centrality of the 
Resurrection. The prophet 
Ezekiel looks forward to a 
future when God will send his 
spirit upon those who have 
died and open their graves 

and have them rise. 
 

   In his Letter to the Romans, Paul teaches that the 
present life of Christians is led through the indwelling 
of “the Spirit of God.” This same Spirit who raised 
Jesus from the dead will also raise their mortal bodies to 
life in the resurrection of the dead. 
 

   The reading from the Gospel of John tells the account 
of the raising of Jesus’ friend Lazarus. This event 
signifies Jesus’ power over death and foreshadows his 
Resurrection. Martha’s dialogue with Jesus is 
remarkable. She greets Jesus’ arrival with frustration, 
saying, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died.” When Jesus tells her that her brother 
will rise, Martha shows her knowledge that the dead 
will rise on the last day. Jesus deepens Martha’s faith by 
declaring, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever 
believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone 

who lives and believes in me will never die.” 
 

   When Jesus asks Martha if she believes this, she 
responds, not with a statement of fact, but with the 
insight of faith. “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 
Christ, the Son of God.” No other person in the entire 
Gospels has made such a deep confession of true faith in 
the person of Jesus. Martha exemplifies what Jesus 
wants from each of us: a confession that moves beyond 
intellectual knowledge to a personal commitment to and 
relationship with him. 
 

   Martha first states that she knows that Lazarus will 
rise at the resurrection of the dead and then professes 
her faith when she says, “Yes, Lord, I have come to 
believe you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who 
is coming into the world.” In the Creed each Sunday, we 
profess our belief in the resurrection of the dead and in 
the eternal life that God offers us. The Catechism states, 
“The Christian Creed culminates in the proclamation of 
the resurrection of the dead on the last day and in life 
everlasting” (#988). 
 

   “I order you, O sleeper, to awake. I did not create you 
to be held a prisoner in hell. Rise from the dead, for I 
am the life of the dead. Rise up, work of my hands, you 
who were created in my image. Rise, let us leave this 
place, for you are in me and I am in you; together we 
form only one person and we cannot be 
separated” (From an ancient homily on Holy Saturday). 
 

   The Preface for the Fifth Sunday of Lent connects the 
life that Jesus gave Lazarus with the life given to us in 
Jesus’ dying and rising. With the priest, we pray in the 
Preface: “For as true man he wept for Lazarus his friend 
and as eternal God, raised him from the tomb.” 
 

   During the third scrutiny, on the Fifth Sunday of Lent, 
the community prays that the elect may live with Christ 
in the glory of the resurrection. With hands outstretched 
over the elect, the priest prays, “Lord Jesus, by raising 
Lazarus from the dead, you showed that you came that 
we might have life and have it more abundantly.” 
 

For Your Reflection: As Easter  nears, do you need to 
offer forgiveness to someone? How have you allowed 
our belief in eternal life to comfort you when a loved 
one has died? From what sin or fault would you like 
Christ to release you? 
 

HOW THINGS HAVE CHANGED 
 

   My leading article in this bulletin was written several 
weeks ago before all the regulations concerning the 
Coronavirus had been put into place. Had I known then 
what I know now, I would have included my and our 
surprise at what we are experiencing at the present 
moment. Who would have thought that the virus would 
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THIS WEEK SCRIPTURE STUDY 
 John 11: 1-45  

 
   Things die.  Family and friends die.  Living in the 
Midwest in winter one has only to look outside to 
know that death is a part of life.  In the forest, leaves 
flame orange and crimson and then fall, dead and 
brittle, to the ground; while in the fields the dead, 
black stubble of cornstalks stand as stark reminders of 
summers past.   Friendships end.  People move away.  
New Years resolutions, made with such good 
intentions only a few months ago, lay forgotten on a 
pile of resolutions from years gone by.  New diseases 
threaten life as we know it.  And our decision to keep 
Lent with more prayer, fasting and almsgiving than in 
the past dies for lack of time.   
 
   Lazarus was dead.  Martha tried to tell Jesus but He 
didn’t seem to care.  Instead of coming when she sent 
for Him He waited four days – four long days.  Surely 
Lazarus’ spirit had left his body by now.  Or at least 
that’s how it seemed to his family and friends.  But 
Jesus knew better.  Jesus knew that, while the life 
Lazarus had known before this had surely died, there 
would be a new way of living for Lazarus. 
 
   Perhaps that’s why Lent falls when it does, at least 
in the Midwest – in a dead season – to remind us that 
death will not have the final word.  As Christians we 
believe that family and friends live on in newness of 
life.  We look forward to the green shoots and buds of 
springtime, reminded that each new day is a new 
opportunity to keep forgotten good intentions.   
 
   Easter is two weeks away and, like Jesus calling to 
Lazarus, Lent continues to invite us to a new way of 
living.  Far below the ground tree roots are sending 
out tiny, hair-like strands to break up the frozen soil; 
in our souls the call to prayer, fasting and almsgiving 
is sending out graced opportunities to break up the 
frozen soil of our hearts and call us out of our tomb of 
complacency.  What deaths keep us bound? What 
cloths must we untie?  Jesus invites us to a new way 
of living. There is still time... “Come out!”    

 
   By Vinal Van Benthem ofs  

All programs and events 
are cancelled 

until further notice. 
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be spreading across our land 
at such a fast pace? Who 
could have imagined that 
there would be no public 
Masses in any of the 
churches of the Archdiocese 
(and in many of the other 

dioceses throughout the United States) for the 
foreseeable future? For the many people who come to 
St. Peter’s for the Sacrament of Reconciliation knowing 
that one or more confessors would be available 
throughout the entire day, could they have conceived of 
the fact that the doors would be locked, no programs or 
gatherings would be taking place, the Gift Shop closed, 
the social worker would not being available to assist 
those who were needy and in need of advice? 
 

   Believe me: the friars are just as amazed at it all as 
you are. We are having to get used to making all kinds 
of new arrangements in both our ministerial and 
fraternal life. With you we are wondering how long all 
of this will last and therefore having to live with the 
uncertainty of the present and the future moments of our 
existence. We are learning to find out what “social 
distancing” is and how to live it on a daily basis. We, 
like you, are wondering whether we have any of the 
identified symptoms of a person having the virus, e.g., 
taking our temperature, sneezing and coughing. It’s a 
whole new world. 
 

   We are disappointed that we don’t see many of our lay 
staff on a regular basis, but we are hopeful that they are 
getting some needed rest by staying at home with their 
families. To tell you the truth, I miss hearing the organ 
every day during the midday. I miss not having the 
Blessed Sacrament exposed every afternoon Monday-
Friday, and I miss seeing all of you—our 
congregation—and celebrating Eucharist with you daily. 
 

   But, despite all of this and much more, we all are 
people of faith. We may not understand why all of this 
has come about, but we know that God has not 
abandoned us, and we know that we still are called to be 
people of prayer even in these circumstances. We don’t 
know when it will all end and how everything will be in 
the midst of all the implications of the virus, but we do 
realize that each and every day we are meant to give 
praise and thanks to our God, to ask forgiveness for our 
transgressions, to be there for others, and to support one 
and all through this most difficult time. 
 

   Know that we are praying for and with you; please do 
the same for us. Ask for wisdom for all those in 
authority and for those with professional backgrounds 
who advise them. Let us seek patience and 
understanding each and every day, and may we learn 
more about God, our families and co-workers, and 
ourselves through this process.  

 

   May the Lord give you peace!    
 

A WORD TO THE WISE 
 

   A wise woman who was travelling in the mountains 
found a precious stone in a stream.  The next day she 
met another traveler who was hungry, and the wise 
woman opened her bag to share her food. The hungry 
traveler saw the precious stone and asked the woman to 
give it to him. She did so without hesitation. 
 

   The traveler left, rejoicing in his good fortune. He 
knew the stone was worth enough to give him security 
for a lifetime. But a few days later he came back to 
return the stone to the wise woman. “I’ve been 
thinking,” he said. “I know how valuable the stone is, 
but I give it back to you in the hope that you can give 
me something even more precious. Give me what you 
have within you that enabled you to give me the stone.” 
 

A CHUCKLE FOR THESE DIFFICULT TIMES 
 

A man walks into a bar and sees two pieces of meat 
hanging from the ceiling. Confused, he asks the 
bartender, “Why do you have meat hanging from your 
ceiling?” 
 

The bartender replies, “I’m glad you asked that 
question. Currently we have a challenge going on 
where, if you can jump up and slap both pieces of meat 
with your hands, I’ll cover your tab for the whole rest of 
the night. However, if you attempt to slap the meat and 
miss, you have to pay for everyone else’s drinks in the 
bar until we close.” The bartender looks back at the 
customer and asks, “So, what do you say? Would you 
like to give the challenge a shot?” 
 

The customer quickly responds with a “No.” “Why 
not?” the bartender asks. The customer replies, “The 
stakes are too high.” 
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 SHOP 

Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341 
 

Monday-Wednesday 10 am-3 pm ● Thursday & Friday 10 am-6 pm ●  Sunday 9:30 am-2 pm 
 

esesesday 10 am 3 pm ● Thurursday & Friday 10 am 6 6 pm ●  Sunday

Confirmation & First Communion Gifts
ay 9Sunday

fffts ion && First Commu
Now Available!

unmmu
e!!e! 

Over 1,500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards, 
 

DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,  
 

Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards 

Repair My House 
 

Dr. Jerry Hiller & 
Marilyn Rochon M.A., 

LCPC 
Monday, 12:10 - 12:55 pm  Lower Level $5 donation 

 

Reduce the Wear-and-Tear of 
Daily Hassles and Life Transitions 

Part Two 
April 27 
Your Purpose/Mission/Vocation Pulls You Forward in 
Daily Hassles and Life Transitions.  

Memorial 
Votive Candles 

 

St. Peter's is currently accepting 
reservations for the memorial votive 
candles within the Church.  Once 
lit, the candles burn 24 hours a day for one 
year.  A plaque in front of your candle notes 
who it is lit in honor of. Applications are 
available at the front office of  St. Peter's. The 
cost is $150. 



Carolyn Kitty 312-917-1040
Certified Public Accountant

Individual & Small Business Accounting & Tax Service
20 North State Street, Suite 508, Chicago, IL

Email : carolyn@kittycpa.com • www.ckittycpa.com

        For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com St. Peter’s Church, Chicago, IL A 4C 01-1355

•Skilled Nursing •Physical Therapy  
•Occupational Therapy •Speech Therapy 

•Medical Social Worker •Home Health Aide 
“Stay Home With Apple”
773-871-8700

Serving Chicago and Suburbs
www.applehomehealthcare.com

- Burial & Cremation Services 
- Pre-Planning Available 
- Delphine Michalik, Owner & 
   Funeral Director

Family Owned and Operated 
Since 1929

1056 West Chicago Avenue 
(312) 421-0936 

www.michalikfuneralhome.com

35 Years of Family Values and Family Business Offering a Full Range of Investment Services & Advice
Timothy A. Sinal & Theodore A. Sinal, First Vice Presidents/Investments

Three First National Plaza, Suite 2400 • Chicago, Illinois 60602          
(312) 269-0393   sinalta@stifel.com         Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC and NYSE

312 357-0023
5 N. Wabash Ave, Suite 802 

Chicago, IL 60602
www.mtusa.com

Mary ElizabEth KopKo 

Attorney At LAw

McBreen & Kopko, LLP
Social Security Disability 
(no fee unless successful) 

1525 East 53rd Street, Suite 709 
Chicago, Illinois 60615
(773) 752-2526 
(773) 752-2636 

Fax: (773) 752-4287

ED THE PLUMBER 
ED THE CARPENTER 

Best Work • Best Rate 
Satisfaction Guaranteed As 
We Do All Our Own Work 

$$ Parishioner Discount $$ 
(773) 471-1444

VIVERE 
CANTINA ENOTECA 

THE VILLAGE

71 West Monroe, 
Chicago 

Ph: 312-332-7005
Open 7 days Lunch and Dinner 
www.italianvillage-chicago.com

RESTAURANTS

JOHN STRZYNSKI 
 Attorney at Law

• Wills • Living Trusts 
• Powers of Attorney 

• Guardianships 
• Probate Administration

(312) 223-0540
john@js-law.net

Call for Office or Home Appointment
Peter Piccinini 

 
(609) 577-4875 

 

HighPoint  
Planning Partners

v Wealth Management 
v Estate Planning 
v Term/Whole Life Insurance

St. Peter Church
stpetersloop.churchgiving.com

To all Stores,  
Restaurants,  
Deli’s and  
Institutions

Milk • Ice Cream • Juices • Butter • Cheeses • Eggs
Renzo Dairy  847-671-COWS

“Mediation to Stay Married”“Mediation to Stay Married”
Struggling marriage? Therapy not working?

Partner refuses therapy?
Try a solution based process.

Save your marriage today.
www.marriage-mediation.comwww.marriage-mediation.com

312-523-2036312-523-2036

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today! 
sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827

Call LPi today for advertising info 
 (800) 950-9952

A NEW WAY FOR WELLNESS 
Pharmaceutical Grade 100% 

Natural PATCHES! 
1500 CBD, Energy, Multivitamin or Sleep  
Dfeno.innov8tivenutrition.com 

DarcyFeno 708-785-1559


