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St. Peter’s Church 
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province 

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196 
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org  

 

WEEKEND MASSES 
Saturday: 12:00 noon 
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m. 
(Sunday obligation satisfied) 
 

Sundays:  9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,  
                12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m., 
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m. 
 

Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and 
Holiday Schedules. 

 

CONFESSIONS 
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
 

Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m. 
 

Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule. 
 

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER 
 

Mondays & Wednesdays:  
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass 
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after 
every Mass 
Friday:  Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass 
Eucharistic Adoration:  
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m. 
 

Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m. 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m. 
 

Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m. 
 

CHURCH HOURS 
 

Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
 

Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
 

Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m. 



 

Director of Liturgy and Music 
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412 
 

Associate Director of Liturgy and Music 
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 
James Kapellas 312-853-2418 
 

Director of Environment and Sacristan 
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254 
 

Programs Director 
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Communications & Activities Director   
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376 
 

Director of Public Safety 
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334 
 

Business Manager 
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Young Adult Ministry 
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134 
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ST. PETER’S STAFF 

 Friar Confessors & Staff: 
 
 

Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M., Pastor 
Fr. Johnpaul Cafiero O.F.M. 
Fr. Kenneth Capalbo O.F.M. 
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M. 
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M. 
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M. 
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M 
Fr. James Hoffman O.F.M. 
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M. 
Br. William Lanning O.F.M. 
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M. 
Fr. George Musial O.F.M. 
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M. 
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M. 
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M. 

 

Part-time Friar Staff: 
 

Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M. 
 

In Residence: 
 

Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M. 
Br. Doug Collins O.F.M. 
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M. 
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M. 
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M. 
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M. 
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M. 
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M. 
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M. 

FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF 

Saints’ Days and Observances 
 
 

Sun., April 12:      Sunday of the Resurrection  
 

Mon., April 13:     Monday within the Octave 
                                of Easter                
Tues., April 14:     Tuesday within the Octave 
                                of Easter 
 
                              

Wed., April 15:     Wednesday within the Octave 
                                of Easter     
Thurs., April 16:   Thursday within the Octave 
                                of Easter 
      

Fri., April 17:        Friday within the Octave 
                                of Easter 
 

Sat., April 18 :      Saturday within the Octave 
                               of Easter 

 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
 

Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to 
St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts are 
essential to our ministry, and we are grateful. 
 
Weekly Goal ............................................. .$   12,000 
March 26-April 1      Total ………………$            0  
                                    Difference…………$  -12,000 
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR 
I t seems that everyone looks forward to celebrating Easter, 
although perhaps for varying 
reasons. For some, Easter really 
signals the beginning of spring. No 
matter what specific date Easter falls 
on in a particular year, we somewhat 
think of it as a true transition from 
the doldrums of winter to the new 
life of spring. For others, Easter 
signals the time to think of flowers, 
gardening, getting the lawn ready 
for summer, beginning to think of a possible vacation 
place and time, etc. This group thinks tulips, daffodils, 
lilies, begonias, hyacinths, daisies, azaleas, etc. Many 
people see Easter as a time to look for and to purchase a 
new outfit for the day and for the season; new clothes 
usually bring a new spirit and a sense of renewal. Still 
others look to Easter as a time to do spring cleaning and 
fixing up the house to brighten one’s spirits. All of these 
are most worthwhile, and they bring great joy and 
excitement. 
 

   But for a disciple of Jesus, Easter is more about 
resurrection and victory, conquering sin and opening 
heaven for eternal life. It is about unselfish love and 
magnificent wonder, about how far God will go and has 
gone for us, his children, even after we have disobeyed 
and chosen paths that seemingly would lead to goodness 
but actually have led to destruction. Easter is about 
crosses vanquished, empty tombs brilliant, and 
messages of great joy summed up in those three great 
words, HE IS RISEN! It’s about life conquering death, 
sun piercing the darkness, good over evil, hope rather 
than despair. 
 

   Too often we feel overwhelmed by what we see 
happening in the world. We wonder whether there will 
ever be a time of great peace when it seems that warfare 
is everywhere. We shudder about the lack of respect of 
one human being for another, when someone can just 
shoot a person in a parked car or on a front porch. How 
many more times do we have to read about people being 
gunned down at a place of worship or outside a clothing 
store or near a bar as happened a short time ago to a 
police officer in Chicago? We question whether poverty 
can ever be addressed so that no one lacks food, water, 
basic housing and clothing. We sometimes feel 
abandoned by friends or even by God, and we lose our 
focus.  
 

   It seems like Good Friday will never come to an end, 
but Easter Sunday smashes that train of thought and 
reminds us that all is not lost, that God is alive and that 
we have every reason to live, having been washed clean 

by the waters of Baptism and given 
the very life of the Risen Lord—not 
just at one time but continuously 
throughout our lives here on this 
earth. Yes, Easter is real, and we 
rejoice. Here’s the way Saint John 
Chrysostom put it many years ago: 
 

“Let all pious men and all lovers of 
God rejoice in the splendor of this 
feast. Let the wise servants blissfully 
enter into the joy of their Lord. Let 

those who have borne the burden of Lent now receive 
their pay, and those who have toiled since the first hour, 
let them now receive their due reward. Let any who 
came after the third hour be grateful to join in the feast, 
and those who may have come after the sixth, let them 
not be afraid of being too late, for the Lord is gracious 
and He receives the last even as the first. He gives rest 
to him who comes on the eleventh hour as well as to him 
who has toiled since the first: yes, He has pity on the 
last, and He serves the first. He rewards the one and 
praises the effort. 
 

“Come, you all: enter into the joy of your Lord. You, the 
first, and you, the last: receive alike your reward. You 
rich and you poor, dance together. You sober and you 
weaklings, celebrate the day. You who have kept the fast 
and you who have not, rejoice today. The table is richly 
loaded; enjoy its royal banquet. The calf is a fatted one; 
let no one go away hungry. All of you enjoy the banquet 
of faith. All of you receive the riches of his goodness. 
Let no one grieve over his poverty, for the universal 
kingdom has been revealed. Let no one weep over his 
sins, for pardon has shown from the grave. Let no one 
fear death, for the death of Our Savior has set us free: 
He has destroyed it by enduring it, He has despoiled 
Hades by going down into its kingdom, He has angered 
it by allowing it to taste of his flesh…. 
 

“O death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your 
victory? Christ is risen and you are abolished. Christ is 
risen and the demons are cast down. Christ is risen and 
the angels rejoice. Christ is risen and life is freed. 
Christ is risen and the tomb is emptied of the dead. 
Christ, being risen from the dead, has become the 
Leader and Reviver of those who had fallen asleep. To 
Him be glory and power forever and ever. Amen!” 
 

A joyous Easter to one and all from the friars and staff 
at St. Peter’s! 
 

THE EASTER VIGIL 
 

   The Easter Vigil is the culmination of the Triduum. In 
the church’s earliest centuries, the Vigil lasted through 
the night, but over the centuries it was shortened. By the 

continued on page 4 
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 THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR - CONTINUED 

continued on page 6 

16th century it had 
disappeared, being replaced 
by Easter Sunday Masses. 
With the church’s reform of 
the liturgies of Holy Week in 
the 1950s, the Vigil returned. 
For many involved in 

ministry, it is the highlight of the church year. Done 
well, it can be a graced moment for those who 
participate in it. 
 

   The readings offered for tonight’s service span the 
story of salvation history from creation to resurrection. 
In Genesis, we hear that God created humanity “in our 
image, after our likeness.” After creating the humans 
and giving them dominion over the other creatures, 
“God looked at everything he had made, and he found it 
very good.” 
 

   Though not narrated in tonight’s readings, we know 
that sin entered the world as a result of human choice. 
But God continues to reach out to people over the 
course of salvation history. In the Abraham story, we 
hear of election and a covenant of promise and blessing. 
In Exodus the people are rescued from slavery in Egypt 
and from death by the power of the sea. Through Isaiah 
God proclaims, “With great tenderness I will take you 
back,” and then, “Listen, that you may have life.” In 
Baruch we are called to “hear the commandments of 
life.” And from the prophet Ezekiel we hear, “I will give 
you a new heart and a new spirit.” Sin and death will 
not be victorious. God seeks to restore a fallen 
humanity. 
 

   Luke’s narrative tonight tells us that the women who 
go to the tomb are greeted with unexpected news: “Why 
do you seek the living one among the dead? He is not 
here, but he has been raised.” As Joan Chittister says in 
The Liturgical Year, “We are also the followers of the 
Light that shines beyond the grave.” After celebrating 
tonight’s Vigil, may we strive to always walk by that 
light and share it with the world. 
 

For Reflection: Which of tonight’s readings has a 
special meaning for you? How can I more fully walk by 
Christ’s light?  
 

   We hope many people will choose to join us for the 
Easter Vigil at 7:00 P.M. Not only is this liturgy the 
highlight of the liturgical year, but it is celebrated in 
such a way that we meditate on how God has revealed 
himself through the ages, then how Jesus has given his 
life and death for our salvation, how the early Church 
came to realize that Jesus indeed was raised from the 
dead along with all the implications of that reality, and 
how all of this has been passed down to us through the 

power of the waters of Baptism right down to this very 
night. Even though we do not have anyone being 
baptized or making their profession of faith tonight at 
St. Peter’s, we will all renew our baptismal promises 
and then be sprinkled with the newly blessed Easter 
water. 
 

   We invite everyone who participates in the Easter 
Vigil to join us down in the St. Clare auditorium 
after the ceremony for a reception. We can then 
share the joy of what we have just celebrated with one 
another. 
 

THE SOLEMNITY OF EASTER 
 

“The Lord is truly risen, 
Alleluia,” proclaims today’s 
Entrance Antiphon. All three 
readings speak to this 
foundational confession. In 
Acts, Peter witnesses to the 
life, death, and Resurrection 

of Christ Jesus and draws out its significance for us: 
“Everyone who believes in him will receive forgiveness 
of sins through his name.” 
 

   Paul, in his Letter to the Colossians, also expresses the 
meaning of Christ’s death and Resurrection for us. 
Since we have been raised with Christ, our focus should 
not be on things of this world, but we “must seek what 
is above where Christ is seated at the right hand of 
God.” 
 

   One figure central to all of the Gospel accounts of 
Jesus’ resurrection is Mary Magdalene. The early 
Christians called her “the apostle to the apostles.” She 
was the first to break the news to the disciples of the 
empty tomb and the first to witness the risen Lord. 
 

   In today’s reading from John’s Gospel, Mary, on 
discovering the tomb to be empty, tells the news to 
“Simon Peter and the other disciple whom Jesus loved.” 
The two ran to the tomb. The Beloved Disciple arrives 
first but, out of deference, allows Peter to enter the tomb 
before him. Peter sees the burial cloths lying there. 
When the Beloved Disciple enters, the narrator 
deliberately comments that “he saw and believed.” Until 
this time, they had failed to understand Jesus’ teaching 
that “he had to rise from the dead.” The Beloved 
Disciple was the first to believe. Only through love does 
one come to grasp the mystery of Jesus’ Resurrection 
and God’s love for us. 
 

   In the reading from Acts, Peter not only tells of Jesus’ 
good works, and of his dying and rising, but attests to 
his being the Messiah the prophets had predicted. The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church states, “Christ’s 
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THIS WEEK SCRIPTURE STUDY 
 

 Jn. 20: 1-9  
 
   Another Lent -- another Holy 
Week -- another Easter -- 
another new outfit -- another trip 
to Grandma’s for another ham 
dinner.  OK, now that that’s 
over, what are we taking to the 
Memorial Day picnic?  For 
many of us caught up in the non-
stop busyness of 21st century 
America this is what Easter 
would have looked like – up until now.  This year, 
thanks to the corona virus, nothing, including Easter, 
looks the same.   
   
   This year it wasn’t only our holy water fonts that 
were empty.  This year, as we practiced social-
isolation, our churches themselves were empty.  This 
year Holy Week and Easter Services came to us via 
Facebook and YouTube.  Did we feel the emptiness?  
Did we grieve for human connection?  Did we miss 
one another, no longer allowed to gather as the 
physical Body of Christ?  Did we miss the smell of 
incense, the pouring of the new water of Baptism?   
 
   And what about the lighting of the new Paschal 
Candle, incense-marked, dated and claimed as 
Christ’s presence in our midst?  Did we miss its light 
and warmth?  During these days of pandemic, public 
gatherings are limited to 10 people or less. Large scale 
funerals are forbidden and memorial services are 
postponed until a later, safer time.  This year, our 
Paschal Candle, the symbol of our Baptism and 
reminder of Christ’s life poured out for us at times of 
birth and death, may not be present.  Will we miss it?   
 
   COVID-19 has asked much of us this Lent, forcing 
us to journey where we would rather not go. But even 
now, perhaps more than ever, we are called to be 
Easter people, called to bring new light into a 
darkened world, to be light in the darkness for those 
who have no other light.  We don’t know how long 
the virus will keep us physically apart but even this 
dark enemy cannot keep us from the light of the risen 
Christ.  Death will not have the final word.  The tomb 
is empty. Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will 
come again.   
 
Happy Easter!    

        By Vinal Van Benthem ofs  

All programs and events 
are cancelled 

until further notice. 

Catholic Resourceses 
 

Please view the following websites for daily Mass, 
prayers and spiritual support: 
 

www.archchicago.org 
 

www.vatican.va 
 

www.catholictv.org 
 

www.ewtn.com 
 

www.relevantradio.com 
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Resurrection is the fulfillment of the promises both of 
the Old Testament and of Jesus himself during his 
earthly life” (#652). 
 

   Each of the readings today points to one event—the 
Resurrection. Acts records that Peter, a first witness to 
Christ’s rising from the dead, preached that the person 
he ate and drank with was the one to whom “the 
prophets bear witness.” In Colossians, Paul tells his 
followers how they are to act if they had been “raised 
with Christ.” The Resurrection is as pivotal to our lives 
as it was to the Apostles. With the Resurrection, we 
have been reconciled with God. For this reason, as the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church states, “Easter is not 
simply one feast among others, but the ‘Feast of feasts,’ 
the ‘Solemnity of solemnities’” (#1169). 
 

   The Catechism teaches that Christ is alive in a new 
way after the Resurrection. “In his risen body he passes 
from the state of death to another life beyond time and 
space. At Jesus’ resurrection his body is filled with the 
power of the Holy Spirit: he shares the divine life in his 
glorious state, so that St. Paul can say that Christ is ‘the 
man of heaven’” (##645-647). One way Jesus is alive to 
us is in the Eucharist. Quoting St. Irenaeus, the 
Catechism states, “Just as bread that comes from the 
earth, after God’s blessing has been invoked upon it, is 
no longer ordinary bread, but Eucharist, formed of two 
things, the one earthly and the other heavenly: so too 
our bodies which partake of the Eucharist, are no longer 
corruptible, but possess the hope of 
resurrection” (#1000). 
 

For Your Reflection: How can you keep alive the joy 
that you feel that Christ has risen? What responsibilities 
came with your Baptism? Is there someone who might 
benefit from hearing your story of faith during this 
Easter season? Or might you benefit from hearing 
another’s story of faith? 
 

A PRAYER FOR PEACE IN ANXIETY DURING 
THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 

 

Loving God, we come to you full of 
anxiety about what may happen in the 
coming days and weeks. Shower us 
with the peace Jesus promised to his 
disciples and make us into steady 
pillars for those around us. In this time 
of uncertainty and epidemic, wake us 

up to the reminder that we are not alone. 
 

   Even as we are asked to keep our distance from others, 
help us to find ways to reach out to those who need our 
support. We pray especially for those whose incomes 
and livelihoods are threatened. For the children who will 
miss meals due to school closures. For those already 
isolated, lonely and scared. Loving God, give them your 
peace, and through our hands ensure they have what 

they need. 
 

   Sustain, strengthen and protect all caregivers. Bless 
them as they offer compassionate care and show selfless 
courage in the face of risk. 
 

   Remind us each time we wash our hands that in our 
baptism you call us to let go of our fears and live in joy, 
peace, and hope. AMEN. 
 

AN EASTER GREETING AND WISH 
 

Dear Faithful Parishioners of St. Peter’s and Visitors: 
 

How I wish I could be writing 
to you all knowing that I would 
be greeting you personally 
before and after each of the 
Masses we ordinarily would be 
celebrating at the Easter Vigil 
and on Easter Morning! 

However, times are far from normal these days. We can 
step out our front doors and see almost no one on the 
sidewalks or in their cars driving on Madison St. The 
city of Chicago is deserted, a ghost town. Almost no one 
is working in the high rises that surround us, and of 
course none of the many restaurants are open. It is as if 
everyone were at home waiting for things to change 
back to what we had known just a few short weeks ago. 
 

   The quiet and the aura of darkness remind me of Jesus 
in the tomb, but our faith tells us that on Easter morn he 
was raised, and brightness has prevailed. What we are 
going through now will be followed by sunshine and 
goodness. People will come to know more vividly than 
years before that we have passed from death to life, 
from devastation to glory. May the Risen Lord continue 
to be your hope and your salvation. 
 
Fr. Kurt O.F.M., Pastor 
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 SHOP 

Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341 
 

Monday-Wednesday 10 am-3 pm ● Thursday & Friday 10 am-6 pm ●  Sunday 9:30 am-2 pm 
 

esesesday 10 am 3 pm ● Thurursday & Friday 10 am 6 6 pm ●  Sunday

Confirmation & First Communion Gifts
ay 9Sunday

fffts ion && First Commu
Now Available!
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Over 1,500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards, 
 

DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,  
 

Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards 

Memorial 
Votive Candles 

 

St. Peter's is currently accepting 
reservations for the memorial votive 
candles within the Church.  Once 
lit, the candles burn 24 hours a day for one 
year.  A plaque in front of your candle notes 
who it is lit in honor of. Applications are 
available at the front office of  St. Peter's. The 
cost is $150. 



Carolyn Kitty 312-917-1040
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•Skilled Nursing •Physical Therapy  
•Occupational Therapy •Speech Therapy 

•Medical Social Worker •Home Health Aide 
“Stay Home With Apple”
773-871-8700

Serving Chicago and Suburbs
www.applehomehealthcare.com

- Burial & Cremation Services 
- Pre-Planning Available 
- Delphine Michalik, Owner & 
   Funeral Director

Family Owned and Operated 
Since 1929

1056 West Chicago Avenue 
(312) 421-0936 

www.michalikfuneralhome.com

35 Years of Family Values and Family Business Offering a Full Range of Investment Services & Advice
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5 N. Wabash Ave, Suite 802 
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www.mtusa.com

Mary ElizabEth KopKo 

Attorney At LAw

McBreen & Kopko, LLP
Social Security Disability 
(no fee unless successful) 

1525 East 53rd Street, Suite 709 
Chicago, Illinois 60615

(773) 752-2526 
(773) 752-2636 

Fax: (773) 752-4287

ED THE PLUMBER 
ED THE CARPENTER 

Best Work • Best Rate 
Satisfaction Guaranteed As 
We Do All Our Own Work 

$$ Parishioner Discount $$ 
(773) 471-1444

VIVERE 
CANTINA ENOTECA 

THE VILLAGE

71 West Monroe, 
Chicago 

Ph: 312-332-7005
Open 7 days Lunch and Dinner 
www.italianvillage-chicago.com

RESTAURANTS

JOHN STRZYNSKI 
 Attorney at Law

• Wills • Living Trusts 
• Powers of Attorney 

• Guardianships 
• Probate Administration

(312) 223-0540
john@js-law.net

Call for Office or Home Appointment
Peter Piccinini 
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Planning Partners

v Wealth Management 
v Estate Planning 
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St. Peter Church
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To all Stores,  
Restaurants,  
Deli’s and  
Institutions

Milk • Ice Cream • Juices • Butter • Cheeses • Eggs
Renzo Dairy  847-671-COWS

“Mediation to Stay Married”“Mediation to Stay Married”
Struggling marriage? Therapy not working?

Partner refuses therapy?
Try a solution based process.

Save your marriage today.
www.marriage-mediation.comwww.marriage-mediation.com

312-523-2036312-523-2036

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today! 
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A  N E W  WAY  F O R  W E L L N E S S 
Nutraceutical Grade  

ALL Natural PATCHES! 
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