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St. Peter’s Church 
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province 

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196 
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org  

 

WEEKEND MASSES 
Saturday: 12:00 noon 
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m. 
(Sunday obligation satisfied) 
 

Sundays:  9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,  
                12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m., 
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m. 
 

Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and 
Holiday Schedules. 

 

CONFESSIONS 
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
 

Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m. 
 

Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule. 
 

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER 
 

Mondays & Wednesdays:  
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass 
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after 
every Mass 
Friday:  Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass 
Eucharistic Adoration:  
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m. 
 

Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m. 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m. 
 

Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m. 
 

CHURCH HOURS 
 

Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
 

Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
 

Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m. 



 

Director of Liturgy and Music 
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412 
 

Associate Director of Liturgy and Music 
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 
James Kapellas 312-853-2418 
 

Director of Environment and Sacristan 
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254 
 

Programs Director 
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Communications & Activities Director   
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376 
 

Director of Public Safety 
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334 
 

Business Manager 
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Young Adult Ministry 
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134 
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ST. PETER’S STAFF 

 Friar Confessors & Staff: 
 
 

Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M., Pastor 
Fr. Johnpaul Cafiero O.F.M. 
Fr. Kenneth Capalbo O.F.M. 
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M. 
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M. 
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M. 
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M 
Fr. James Hoffman O.F.M. 
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M. 
Br. William Lanning O.F.M. 
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M. 
Fr. George Musial O.F.M. 
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M. 
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M. 
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M. 

 

Part-time Friar Staff: 
 

Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M. 
 

In Residence: 
 

Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M. 
Br. Doug Collins O.F.M. 
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M. 
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M. 
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M. 
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M. 
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M. 
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M. 
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M. 

FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF 

Saints’ Days and Observances 
 
 

Sun., April 19:      Second Sunday of Easter  
 
Mon., April 20:     Easter  Weekday 
   
Tues., April 21:     St. Conrad of Parzham 
                     
Wed., April 22:     Easter  Weekday 
    
Thurs., April 23:   Easter  Weekday 
      
Fri., April 24:        St. Fidelis of Sigmar ingen 
 
Sat., April 25:        St. Mark 

 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
 

Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to 
St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts are 
essential to our ministry, and we are grateful. 
 
Weekly Goal ............................................. .$   12,000 
April 1-7                    Total ………………$            0  
                                    Difference…………$  -12,000 
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR 
P ope Francis gave this marvelous meditation in St. Peter’s Square at 
the end of March in conjunction with 
giving the Urbi et Orbi Blessing 
during the ravages occurring from the 
Coronavirus pandemic. It still has 
excellent reflection for us right up to 
the present day. 
 

   “When evening had come” (Mk 
4:35). The Gospel passage we have 
just heard begins like this. For weeks now it has been 
evening. Thick darkness has gathered over our squares, 
our streets, and our cities. It has taken over our lives, 
filling everything with a deafening silence and a 
distressing void that stops everything as it passes by. 
We feel it in the air, we notice in people’s gestures, their 
glances give them away. We find ourselves afraid and 
lost. Like the disciples in the Gospel, we were caught 
off guard by an unexpected, turbulent storm. We have 
realized that we are on the same boat, all of us fragile 
and disoriented, but at the same time important and 
needed, all of us called to row together, each of us in 
need of comforting the other. On this boat are all of us. 
Just like those disciples, who spoke anxiously with one 
voice saying, “We are perishing” (v. 38), so we too 
have realized that we cannot go on thinking of 
ourselves, but only together can we do this. 
 

   It is easy to recognize ourselves in this story. 
What is harder to understand is Jesus’ attitude. 
While his disciples are quite naturally alarmed and 
desperate, he stands in the stern, in the part of the 
boat that sinks first. And what does he do? In spite 
of the tempest, he sleeps on soundly, trusting in the 
Father. This is the only time in the Gospels we see 
Jesus sleeping. When he wakes up, after calming 
the wind and the waters, he turns to the disciples in 
a reproaching voice: “Why are you afraid? Have 
you no faith?” (v. 40). 
 

   Let us try to understand. In what does the lack of 
the disciples’ faith consist, as contrasted with Jesus’ 
trust? They had not stopped believing in him; in 
fact, they called on him. But we see how they call 
on him: “Teacher, do you not care if we perish?” (v. 
38). Do you not care: they think that Jesus is not 
interested in them, does not care about them. One of 
the things that hurts us and our families most when 
we hear it said is: “Do you care about me?” It is a 
phrase that wounds and unleashes storms in our 
hearts. It would have shaken Jesus too. Because he, 
more than anyone, cares about us. Indeed, once they 

have called on him, he saves his 
disciples from their 
discouragement. 
 

The storm exposes our 
vulnerability and uncovers those 
false and superfluous certainties 
around which we have 
constructed our daily schedules, 
our projects, our habits and 

priorities. It shows us how we have allowed to 
become dull and feeble the very things that nourish, 
sustain and strengthen our lives and our 
communities. The tempest lays bare all our 
prepackaged ideas and forgetfulness of what 
nourishes our people’s souls: all those attempts that 
anesthetize us with ways of thinking and acting that 
supposedly “save” us, but instead prove incapable 
of putting us in touch with our roots and keeping 
alive the memory of those who have gone before 
us. We deprive ourselves of the antibodies we need 
to confront adversity. 
 

   In this storm, the façade of those stereotypes with 
which we camouflaged our egos, always worrying 
about our image, has fallen away, uncovering once 
more that (blessed) common belonging, of which 
we cannot be deprived: our belonging as brothers 
and sisters. 
 

   “Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” Lord, 
your word this evening strikes us and regards us, all 
of us. In this world, that you love more than we do, 
we have gone ahead at breakneck speed, feeling 
powerful and able to do anything. Greedy for profit, 
we let ourselves get caught up in things, and lured 
away by haste. We did not stop at your reproach to 
us. We were not shaken awake by wars of injustice 
across our world, nor did we listen to the cry of the 
poor or of our ailing planet. We carried on 
regardless, thinking we would stay healthy in a 
world that was sick. Now that we are in a stormy 
sea, we implore you: “Wake up, Lord!” 
 

   “Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” Lord, 
you are calling to us, calling us to faith. Which is 
not so much believing that you exist, but coming to 
you and trusting in you. This Lent your call 
reverberates urgently: “Be converted!”, “Return to 
me with all your heart” (Joel 2:12). You are calling 
on us to seize this time of trial as a time of 

continued on page 4 



Welcome to St. Peter’s Church                   -4-  April 19, 2020 

 THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR - CONTINUED 

continued on page 6 

choosing. It is not the time of your judgement, but 
of our judgement: a time to choose what matters 
and what passes away, a time to separate what is 
necessary from what is not. It is a time to get our 
lives back on track with regard to you, Lord, and to 
others. We can look to so many exemplary 
companions for the journey, who, even though 
fearful, have reacted by giving their lives. This is 
the force of the Spirit poured out and fashioned in 
courageous and generous self-denial. It is the life in 
the Spirit that can redeem, value and demonstrate 
how our lives are woven together and sustained by 
ordinary people—often forgotten people—who do 
not appear in newspaper and magazine headlines 
nor on the grand catwalks of the latest show, but 
who without any doubt are in these very days 
writing the decisive events of our time: doctors, 
nurses, supermarket employees, cleaners, 
caregivers, providers of transport, law and order 
forces, volunteers, priests, religious men and 
women and so many others who have understood 
that no one reaches salvation by themselves. In the 
face of so much suffering, where the authentic 
development of our peoples is assessed, we 
experience the priestly prayer of Jesus: “That they 
may all be one” (Jn 17:21). How many people every 
day are exercising patience and offering hope, 
taking care to sow not panic but a shared 
responsibility. How many fathers, mothers, 
grandparents and teachers are showing our children, 
in small everyday gestures, how to face up to and 
navigate a crisis by adjusting their routines, lifting 
their gaze and fostering prayer. How many are 
praying, offering and interceding for the good of all. 
Prayer and quiet service: these are our victorious 
weapons. 
 

   “Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” Faith 
begins when we realize we are in need of salvation. 
We are not self-sufficient. By ourselves we 
flounder, we need the Lord, like ancient navigators 
needed the stars. Let us invite Jesus into the boats 
of our lives. Let us hand over our fears to him so 
that he can conquer them. Like the disciples, we 
will experience that with him on board there will be 
no shipwreck. Because this is God’s strength: 
turning to the good everything that happens to us, 
even the bad things. He brings serenity into our 
storms, because with God life never dies. 
 

The Lord asks us and, in 
the midst of our tempest, 
invites us to reawaken 
and put into practice that 
solidarity and hope 
capable of giving 
strength, support and 

meaning to these hours when everything seems to 
be floundering. The Lord awakens so as to 
reawaken and revive our Easter faith. We have an 
anchor: by his cross we have been saved. We have a 
rudder: by his cross we have been redeemed. We 
have a hope: by his cross we have been healed and 
embraced so that nothing and no one can separate 
us from his redeeming love. In the midst of 
isolation when we are suffering from a lack of 
tenderness and chances to meet up, and we 
experience the loss of so many things, let us once 
again listen to the proclamation that saves us: he is 
risen and is living by our side. The Lord asks us 
from his cross to rediscover the life that awaits us, 
to look towards those who look to us, to strengthen, 
recognize and foster the grace that lives within us. 
Let us not quench the wavering flame (cf. Is 42:3) 
that never falters, and let us allow hope to be 
rekindled. 
 

   Embracing his cross means finding the courage to 
embrace all the hardships of the present time, 
abandoning for a moment our eagerness for power 
and possessions in order to make room for the 
creativity that only the Spirit is capable of inspiring. 
It means finding the courage to create spaces where 
everyone can recognize that they are called, and to 
allow new forms of hospitality, fraternity and 
solidarity. By his cross we have been saved in order 
to embrace hope and let it strengthen and sustain all 
measures and all possible avenues for helping us 
protect ourselves and others. Embracing the Lord in 
order to embrace hope that is the strength of faith, 
which frees us from fear and gives us hope. 
 

   “Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” Dear 
brothers and sisters, from this place that tells of 
Peter’s rock-solid faith, I would like this evening to 
entrust all of you to the Lord, through the 
intercession of Mary, Health of the People and Star 
of the stormy Sea. From this colonnade that 
embraces Rome and the whole world, may God’s 
blessing come down upon you as a consoling 
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THIS WEEK SCRIPTURE STUDY 
 

 Acts 2:42-47; 1 Peter 1:3-9; Jn 20:19-31  
 

   “Seeing is believing...”  
We’ve heard it said a 
thousand times.  But is this 
what we, as Christians, 
really believe?  This 
week’s readings seem to 
beg the question.  In 1 
Peter we read, “Although you have not seen him you 
love him….”  But in John, “Unless I see the mark…
put my finger into the nailmarks…my hand into his 
side, I will not believe.”  It would appear that even 
among the earliest Christians there was some 
disagreement about the need to see solid evidence 
before believing, so we probably shouldn’t be 
surprised that  in today’s cynical world I don’t have to 
be from Missouri to demand that you ‘show me’ 
before I’ll believe you.  “But,” you say, “I’m a person 
of faith and a Christian.  I believe without seeing.”  
Well, to tell you the truth, I’m not sure I believe you.  
“Show me.”   
 
   “All who believed…had all things in common…and 
divide[d] them…according to each one’s need.”  
Reading this passage I can’t help thinking of Social 
Security.  As large numbers of “Boomers” retire and 
fewer young people enter the work force politicians 
and pundits alike insist that the present system, under 
which younger workers put money into Social 
Security to effectively support older workers with the 
hope that when these younger workers retire money 
will be there for them, no longer works.  Rather, some 
so-called ‘experts’ suggest that it would be better for 
individuals to invest their money and take care of 
themselves.   
 
   Let’s go back to Acts.  The early Christians (“All 
who believed…”) “…had all things in common 
[dividing] them among all according to each one’s 
need.”  There doesn’t seem to be any mention of 
keeping property and possessions and investing them 
for one’s own benefit.  But maybe I’ve got it all 
wrong.  Maybe Christians just look different today 
than they did back then.  Maybe taking care of one 
another like they did in the early church really isn’t 
practical in today’s economic climate.  Maybe I 
should just take people’s word for it when they tell me 
that they’re Christians – rather than expecting them to 
“show me…”         

        By Vinal Van Benthem ofs  

All programs and events 
are cancelled 

until further notice. 

Catholic Resourceses 
 

Please view the following websites for daily Mass, 
prayers and spiritual support: 
 

www.archchicago.org 
 

www.vatican.va 
 

www.catholictv.org 
 

www.ewtn.com 
 

www.relevantradio.com 
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embrace. Lord, may you bless the world, give 
health to our bodies and comfort our hearts. You 
ask us not to be afraid. Yet our faith is weak and we 
are fearful. But you, Lord, will not leave us at the 
mercy of the storm. Tell us again: “Do not be 
afraid” (Mt 28:5). And we, together with Peter, 
“cast all our anxieties onto you, for you care about 
us” (cf. 1 Pet 5:7). 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

The Resurrection’s 
transforming power is 
apparent in today’s readings. 
In the Gospel, the frightened 
disciples are changed as Jesus 
enters the room in which they 
are hiding. With the greeting 

Shalom, Jesus offers them blessings on every dimension 
of their being. This blessing, translated as “Peace be to 
you,” communicates God’s mercy. Jesus goes further by 
extending the gift of the Holy Spirit to his disciples, 
saying, “Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you 
forgive are forgiven them.” The Spirit’s power 
transforms their lives, enabling them to extend God’s 
mercy and forgiveness to those who seek it. 
 

   The Risen Lord still bears the marks of his crucifixion. 
He is always the wounded Christ, as the Book of 
Revelation relates (5:6). The Apostle Thomas is not 
present on this occasion and refuses to believe the 
witness of the other disciples. A week later Thomas is 
present when the Risen Lord appears again. There, 
Thomas makes a profession of faith as he says, “My 
Lord and my God!” Jesus responds by blessing those 
who have not seen and yet believed. 
 

   The reading from Acts offers an insight into the life of 
that first Christian community transformed by the Risen 
Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit. United in Spirit, 
they shared their possessions, and no one was in need. 
They present the ideal Christian community open to 
God’s grace. 
 

   Peter, in the Second Reading, uses the form of a 
Jewish blessing to praise God. These words remind 
people today of the Risen Christ’s new life received in 
Baptism. “Although you have not seen him, you love 
him” are the most reassuring words addressed to us 
today. 
 

   In the Second Reading, Peter tells his followers that 
they will “suffer through various trials” so that the 
genuineness of their faith will be proved. By keeping the 
faith through trials, these followers practice fortitude. 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church states: “The 
virtue of fortitude enables one to conquer fear, even fear 
of death, and to face trials and persecutions. It disposes 

one even to renounce and sacrifice his life in defense of 
a just cause” (#1808). 
 

   The Gospel proclaims that Jesus breathed on the 
Apostles, giving them the power to forgive and to retain 
sins. The Catechism notes the power that the Risen Lord 
possesses. “Jesus, ‘the author of life,’ by dying 
destroyed ‘him who has the power of death, that is, the 
devil, and delivered all those who through fear of death 
were subject to lifelong bondage.’ Henceforth the Risen 
Christ holds ‘the keys of Death and Hades,’ so that ‘at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth’” (#635). 
For Your Reflection: How does the way you live 
reflect your belief in Christ? Listen to Christ offering 
you peace. How are you affected? For what can you 
give thanks to God this week? 
 

ANOTHER PRAYER DURING THE PANDEMIC 
 

May we who are merely inconvenienced 
 Remember those whose lives are at stake. 
 

May we who have no risk factors 
 Remember those most vulnerable. 
 

May we who have the luxury of working from home 
 Remember those who must choose between 
 preserving their health or making their rent. 
 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our children 
when their schools close 
 Remember those who have no options. 
 

May we who have to cancel our trips 
 Remember those who have no safe place to go. 
 

May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult 
of the economic market 
 Remember those who have no margin at all. 
 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 
 Remember those who have no home. 
 

As fear grips our country, let us choose love. 
 

During this time when we cannot physically wrap our 
arms around each other, 
 

Let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to 
our neighbors. AMEN. 
 

A CHUCKLE FOR THE EASTER SEASON 
 

A patient was waiting nervously in the examination 
room of a famous specialist. 
 

“So who did you see before coming to me?” asked the 
important doctor. 
 

“My local General Practitioner, Dr. Cohen.” 
 

“Your GP?” scoffed the doctor. “What a waste of time. 
Tell me, what sort of useless advice did Dr. Cohen give 
you?” 
 

“He told me to come and see you!” 
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 SHOP 

Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341 
 

Monday-Wednesday 10 am-3 pm ● Thursday & Friday 10 am-6 pm ●  Sunday 9:30 am-2 pm 
 

esesesday 10 am 3 pm ● Thurursday & Friday 10 am 6 6 pm ●  Sunday

Confirmation & First Communion Gifts
ay 9Sunday

fffts ion && First Commu
Now Available!
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Over 1,500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards, 
 

DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,  
 

Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards 

Memorialal Memoriaal
Votive Candleseseses 

 

St. Peter's is currently accepting 
reservations for the memorial votive 
candles within the Church.  Once 
lit, the candles burn 24 hours a day for one 
year.  A plaque in front of your candle notes 
who it is lit in honor of. Applications are 
available at the front office of  St. Peter's. The 
cost is $150. 



Carolyn Kitty 312-917-1040
Certified Public Accountant
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•Skilled Nursing •Physical Therapy  
•Occupational Therapy •Speech Therapy 

•Medical Social Worker •Home Health Aide 
“Stay Home With Apple”
773-871-8700

Serving Chicago and Suburbs
www.applehomehealthcare.com

- Burial & Cremation Services 
- Pre-Planning Available 
- Delphine Michalik, Owner & 
   Funeral Director

Family Owned and Operated 
Since 1929

1056 West Chicago Avenue 
(312) 421-0936 

www.michalikfuneralhome.com

35 Years of Family Values and Family Business Offering a Full Range of Investment Services & Advice
Timothy A. Sinal & Theodore A. Sinal, First Vice Presidents/Investments

Three First National Plaza, Suite 2400 • Chicago, Illinois 60602          
(312) 269-0393   sinalta@stifel.com         Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC and NYSE

312 357-0023
5 N. Wabash Ave, Suite 802 

Chicago, IL 60602
www.mtusa.com

Mary ElizabEth KopKo 

Attorney At LAw

McBreen & Kopko, LLP
Social Security Disability 
(no fee unless successful) 

1525 East 53rd Street, Suite 709 
Chicago, Illinois 60615

(773) 752-2526 
(773) 752-2636 

Fax: (773) 752-4287

ED THE PLUMBER 
ED THE CARPENTER 

Best Work • Best Rate 
Satisfaction Guaranteed As 
We Do All Our Own Work 

$$ Parishioner Discount $$ 
(773) 471-1444

VIVERE 
CANTINA ENOTECA 

THE VILLAGE

71 West Monroe, 
Chicago 

Ph: 312-332-7005
Open 7 days Lunch and Dinner 
www.italianvillage-chicago.com

RESTAURANTS

JOHN STRZYNSKI 
 Attorney at Law

• Wills • Living Trusts 
• Powers of Attorney 

• Guardianships 
• Probate Administration

(312) 223-0540
john@js-law.net

Call for Office or Home Appointment
Peter Piccinini 

 
(609) 577-4875 

 

HighPoint  
Planning Partners

v Wealth Management 
v Estate Planning 
v Term/Whole Life Insurance

St. Peter Church
stpetersloop.churchgiving.com

To all Stores,  
Restaurants,  
Deli’s and  
Institutions

Milk • Ice Cream • Juices • Butter • Cheeses • Eggs
Renzo Dairy  847-671-COWS

“Mediation to Stay Married”“Mediation to Stay Married”
Struggling marriage? Therapy not working?

Partner refuses therapy?
Try a solution based process.

Save your marriage today.
www.marriage-mediation.comwww.marriage-mediation.com

312-523-2036312-523-2036

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today! 
sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827

A  N E W  WAY  F O R  W E L L N E S S 
Nutraceutical Grade  

ALL Natural PATCHES! 
1500mg CBD, MULTIVITAMIN,  
ENERGY, SLEEP or IMMUNE  

Dfeno.innov8tivenutrition.com 
Darcy Feno 708-785-1559
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