
JUNE 7, 2020 

St. Peter’s Church 
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province 

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196 
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org  

 

WEEKEND MASSES 
Saturday: 12:00 noon 
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m. 
(Sunday obligation satisfied) 
 

Sundays:  9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,  
                12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m., 
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m. 
 

Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and 
Holiday Schedules. 

 

CONFESSIONS 
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
 

Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m. 
 

Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule. 
 

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER 
 

Mondays & Wednesdays:  
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass 
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after 
every Mass 
Friday:  Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass 
Eucharistic Adoration:  
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m. 
 

Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m. 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m. 
 

Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m. 
 

CHURCH HOURS 
 

Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
 

Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
 

Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m. 



 

Director of Liturgy and Music 
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412 
 

Associate Director of Liturgy and Music 
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 
James Kapellas 312-853-2418 
 

Director of Environment and Sacristan 
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254 
 

Programs Director 
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Communications & Activities Director   
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376 
 

Director of Public Safety 
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334 
 

Business Manager 
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Young Adult Ministry 
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134 
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ST. PETER’S STAFF 

 Friar Confessors & Staff: 
 
 

Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M., Pastor 
Fr. Johnpaul Cafiero O.F.M. 
Fr. Kenneth Capalbo O.F.M. 
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M. 
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M. 
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M. 
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M 
Fr. James Hoffman O.F.M. 
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M. 
Br. William Lanning O.F.M. 
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M. 
Fr. George Musial O.F.M. 
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M. 
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M. 
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M. 

 

Part-time Friar Staff: 
 

Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M. 
 

In Residence: 
 

Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M. 
Br. Doug Collins O.F.M. 
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M. 
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M. 
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M. 
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M. 
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M. 
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M. 
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M. 

FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF 

Saints’ Days and Observances 
 
 

Sun., June 7:        The Most Holy Tr inity 
 
Mon., June 8:       Ordinary Time 
   
Tues., June 9:       Ordinary Time 
                     
Wed., June 10:      Ordinary Time 
    
Thurs., June 11:   St. Barnabas 
 
Fri., June 12:        Ordinary Time 
 
Sat., June 13:        St. Anthony of Padua 

 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
 

Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to 
St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts are 
essential to our ministry, and we are grateful. 
 
Weekly Goal ............................................. .$   12,000 
May 21-27                 Total ………………$            0  
                                    Difference…………$  -12,000 

Catholic Resourceses 
 

Please view the following websites for daily Mass, prayers 
and spiritual support: 

www.archchicago.org 
 

www.vatican.va 
 

www.usccb.org 
 

www.catholictv.org 
 

www.ewtn.com 
 

www.relevantradio.com 
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR 
A s I write this article (Memorial Day 2020), there is a great divide in our 
country about how fast or how slowly all 
aspects of the closures due to the COVID
-19 pandemic should be lifted. Some 
states have already almost completely 
opened everything, including beaches, 
gyms, restaurants, bars, daycares, etc., 
while the city of Chicago has indicated 
that this might not happen here for at 
least two or three weeks from now. The 
Archdiocese of Chicago has fashioned a 
very complex approach to gradually 
reopening our churches, while some 
people are extremely upset with Cardinal Cupich for 
taking such a restrained approach causing Catholics to 
wait even longer before being able to participate in 
public Masses. This morning we even found on both 
sides of our kiosk on the sidewalk in front of St. Peter’s, 
posters which read, “CARDINAL CUPICH: STAND 
WITH THE FAITHFUL, NOT THE TYRANTS. OPEN 
OUR CHURCHES.” 
 

   Jesus, while he was on this earth, proclaimed the 
Gospel despite opposition. The Nicene Creed and the 
Apostles’ Creed are summary statements of what 
Christians believe. Although the wording in these two 
creeds is somewhat different, they express the same 
essential beliefs of the faith. Both proclaim that Jesus 
became incarnate—became flesh and blood—and was 
crucified, resurrected and returned to God the Father. 
What is a surprise is that neither creed says anything 
about Jesus’ mission here on earth. While the creedal 
statements are at the core of our faith, what Jesus did 
and preached comes mostly from what the four Gospel 
accounts tell us. 
 

   Unfortunately, we do not have a complete record of 
Jesus’ earthly ministry. If anything was written during 
his lifetime, it did not survive in its original form. Some 
Scripture scholars suggest that such a document, called 
the “Q source” (from the German word for “source,” 
“quelle”—was used by the writers of the synoptic 
Gospels—Matthew, Mark and Luke, and explains why 
they share so much in common. Though they share 
common stories, the synoptic Gospels use these 
common stories in different ways. In addition, each of 
the Gospel writers also had unique sources about Jesus’ 
life. This is especially true for the Gospel according to 
John. 
 

   Even given the differences in the Gospels, there are 
certain things about Jesus’ mission that come through 
clearly. For one, all the Gospel accounts note that Jesus 
was determined in what he wanted to do. He called the 

men he wanted for disciples with such 
passion that they stopped what they 
were doing and followed him 
immediately. He spoke with such force 
and persuasion that people followed 
him with abandon, and those who 
didn’t, decided to kill him because he 
was too threatening. 
 

   St. Luke tells us that Jesus began his 
public ministry in Galilee, in the town 
of Nazareth where he was raised. There, 
he read aloud in the synagogue the 
passage from Isaiah 61:1-2 announcing 

that his mission would be to bring glad tidings to the 
poor, to set captives free, to give sight to the blind and 
to free the oppressed. Putting down the scroll, he 
announced that he was the fulfillment of that passage. 
The people were amazed at his words because they had 
known him from infancy, but then after he spoke some 
words they didn’t agree with, they decided to throw him 
off a nearby cliff. Jesus did not back down even from 
the toughest audiences. 
 

   A key focus of Jesus’ mission was to proclaim the 
kingdom of God. He told stories and used analogies to 
help people gain an idea of what the kingdom would be. 
In the parable of the Good Samaritan (Lk 10:25-37), 
Jesus teaches that in the kingdom even our enemies are 
to be treated with love and respect. In the parable of the 
prodigal son, Jesus teaches that God gives us all that we 
need, even if we waste it, and that God will be waiting 
for us when we return. In the parable of the sower, Jesus 
reveals to us God’s great generosity. 
 

   And in the Sermon on the Mount (Mt 5:3-12) and the 
Sermon on the Plain (Lk 6:20-36), Jesus offers us the 
new commandments of the kingdom. The Gospel of 
John recognizes Jesus’ miracles as signs that the 
kingdom is at hand. Jesus did not back down from 
proclaiming the kingdom of God even when he was told 
to stop. Even then, he kept proclaiming the Good News 
of salvation, regardless of the consequences. Jesus was 
faithful to his mission, even though it led to his death. 
 

   As Pope Francis repeatedly reminds us, each of us is 
called to join in Jesus’ mission to proclaim that message 
with enthusiasm and joy. We are to be beacons of hope, 
radiant in the joy of the Gospel, not “sourpusses” who 
are put off by the Gospel’s challenges. Matthew 25 
presents Jesus’ teaching on an essential part of what 
being a disciple entails: the scene is the final judgment, 
and those who are saved have cared for those in need by 
feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, giving drink to 
those who thirst, welcoming the stranger and caring for 

continued on page 4 
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 THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR - CONTINUED 

continued on page 6 

those who are ill or in prison. 
 

   We are to show mercy and compassion to others as 
God shows mercy and compassion to us. We are to 
forgive others repeatedly and willingly—“not seven 
times but seventy-seven times” (Mt 18:22), as Jesus 
tells Peter in the Gospel of Matthew. As followers of 
Jesus, we are called to be witnesses to his life and to his 
mission. While we may not be called to die for our faith 
as some witnesses do—the word “martyr” means 
“witness”—we are called to be living examples of what 
it means to make manifest the Gospel to its fullness in 
our daily lives and to proclaim the kingdom of God as 
Jesus did. 
 

   So what does all this teach us about how to live our 
faith during this time of the pandemic? While all of us 
long for when we once again will be back in our 
churches celebrating Mass together, perhaps right now 
we need to focus on whether we are feeding the hungry, 
clothing the naked, giving drink to those who thirst, 
welcoming the stranger and caring for those who are ill 
or in prison. As Jesus has told us, “By this will all know 
that you are my disciples.” 

 

SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY 
 

Today’s Responsorial Psalm, from 
Daniel 3, comes from a hymn of 
praise sung by three Jews who, 
although exiled to Babylon and put 
into a fiery furnace for refusing to 
worship a golden statue, were not 
burnt. 
 

God’s people have not always been 
so resolute against idolatry, however. 

In Exodus 34, Moses is instructed to make two new 
tablets of the covenant because he angrily broke the 
former tablets when he saw the people worshipping a 
golden calf. Like the people who want a more concrete 
and visible image for God in the absence of Moses, 
Moses seems to have trouble following a God whom he 
cannot see (Exodus 33), so he asks to see God’s face 
(see Exodus 33:12-13). Despite all of this, God makes a 
point to repeat the covenant and ask Moses to remake 
the tablets to affirm that God is “merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, and rich in kindness and fidelity.” 
 

   We see God’s love emphasized also in John 3. Note 
here that often articulated but utterly mistaken idea that 
there is a God of wrath in the Old Testament but a God 
of love in the New Testament. In fact, it is difficult, if 
not impossible, to capture the God of the Bible in a 
single sentence. After all, today’s Gospel mentions 
God’s decisive condemnation of unbelievers. Likewise, 
the “merciful and gracious” God of Exodus 34 is also a 

“jealous God” who tells Moses that he must drive out 
people who are already populating the Promised Land 
(Exodus 34:11, 14). This, like the pronouncement of 
condemnation in John 3, is very different from the call 
to “live in peace” in 2 Corinthians 13. 
 

   In today’s Gospel we hear that God sent his Son so 
“the world might be saved through him.” The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, #51, explains the 
unity of the work of the Trinity while quoting from Dei 
Verbum #2. “It pleased God, in his goodness and 
wisdom, to reveal himself and to make known the 
mystery of his will. His will was that men should have 
access to the Father, through Christ, the Word made 
flesh, in the Holy Spirit, and thus become sharers in the 
divine nature.” 
 

   The Second Reading is the conclusion to the Second 
Letter to the Corinthians. Paul’s final words to the 
Church in Corinth mirror the priest’s greeting at the 
beginning of Mass: “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you.” Our understanding of the Trinity 
has been handed down from the early Church. The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church #250, explains: 
“During the first centuries the Church sought to clarify 
its Trinitarian faith. This clarification was the work of 
the early councils, aided by the theological work of the 
Church Fathers and sustained by the Christian people’s 
sense of the faith.” 
 

For Your Reflection: Moses descr ibes God as “rich in 
kindness and fidelity.” How do you describe God? St. 
Paul tells the Corinthians to rejoice. Do you think of joy 
as part of our mandate to live out the Gospel? How can 
you take to heart St. Paul’s directive to “mend your 
ways, encourage one another, live in peace”? 
 

ST. PETER’S OPENING 
FOR CONFESSIONS ONLY 

 

We will be opening our church on 
Monday, June 8, 2020 for confessions 
only. We will do so in accord with the 
directives of the Archdiocese of Chicago. 
At a later date the nave of the church will 
be open first for private prayer and 
eventually for public Masses. 
 

   If you wish to go to confession, you must enter by the 
handicap door only. Penitents will be asked to wear a 
face mask or covering at all times. You will be 
welcomed and then directed down to the lower level 
either by the stairs or by the elevator. Once there, we 
will have the hallway marked with tape so that each 
person will be six feet apart. A maximum of ten people 
will be allowed inside at one time. Confessions will be 
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THIS WEEK SCRIPTURE STUDY 
Ex. 34:4b-6, 8-9; Jn 3:16-18   

 
   “Disciple” – one who 
embraces and assists in 
spreading the teachings of 
another; an active adherent, 
as of a movement or 
philosophy; one of the 
original followers of 
Jesus.” (American 
Heritage© Dictionary of 
the English Language, 
Fourth Edition) 
       
   There was a time in the early days of Christianity 
when admitting that one believed in God could be 
dangerous.  Today, however, at least in our country, 
things have changed.  Believing in God has become a 
kind of litmus test, especially when talking politics.  
Questions about whether or not someone is saved are 
commonplace, with the questioner generally feeling 
quite certain about the answer.  If, however, one’s 
response is that only God can answer that question 
(“…a merciful and gracious God...” we might add) it 
can lead to some heated words, with these verses from 
John’s Gospel being used as a ‘proof text’ for the 
validity of the questioner’s position.   
 
   But if these words of Jesus are meant to be a proof 
text for anything it is to assure us of God’s love, not 
of God’s political preference.  Jesus isn’t talking 
about a God who picks and chooses who’s ‘in’ and 
who’s ‘out’; Jesus is describing a God who desires 
eternal life for all of God’s children.  “The Lord…
slow to anger and rich in kindness and fidelity.”  This 
is the God of whom Jesus speaks.  And as disciples of 
Jesus these are the teachings which we are to follow 
and the philosophy of life to which we are called.     
 
   “For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world might be saved 
through him.”  From these passages it would seem 
obvious that our God is a loving God and that God’s 
Son, Jesus, is a reflection of that love in divine 
fellowship with the Spirit.  Why is it, then, that we 
who claim to be disciples of Jesus are so quick to 
become angry on God’s behalf, ready to condemn 
those who do not believe as we do?  If God is “…slow 
to anger and rich in kindness…” are not we, as 
disciples of God’s Son, called to do likewise?   
 
               By Vinal Van Benthem ofs  

Zoom Masses Available!e! 
 

St. Peter's Fr. Ed Shea, O.F.M.  
celebrates Mass via Zoom three 
times per week from the Second 
Floor Chapel at St. Peter’s Church. 
The Masses will take place at 4 pm 
on Wednesdays (Bilingual); 

Saturdays (Spanish); and Sundays (English). If 
you would like to attend these Masses on your 
computer or smart device, please use the following 
code: https://zoom.us/j/2594005572  

How to Contribute to 
St. Peter’s Church 

 

If you would like to contribute to 
St. Peter’s Church in this time of 
need, please go to:  
 

www.archchicago.org/support 
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heard in room B of the auditorium. A chair will be 
provided for the penitent, and it will be disinfected 
before the next penitent enters. When you are finished 
with your confession, you will be asked to return 
directly to the lobby in order to exit through the 
handicap door. 
 

   At St. Peter’s confessions, beginning on Monday, June 
8, will be heard Monday-Saturday from 10:30 A.M. 
until 3:00 P.M. If you have any questions, please call 
our office at 312-372-5111. 
 

 

SAINT BARNABAS, APOSTLE 
Thursday, June 11, 2020 

 

Barnabas, a Jew of Cyprus, comes as 
close as anyone outside the Twelve to 
being a full-fledged apostle. He was 
closely associated with Saint Paul—he 
introduced Paul to Peter and the other 
apostles—and served as a kind of 
mediator between the former persecutor 
and the still suspicious Jewish Christians. 
 

When a Christian community developed 
at Antioch, Barnabas was sent as the 
official representative of the Church of 

Jerusalem to incorporate them into the fold. He and Paul 
instructed in Antioch for a year, after which they took 
relief contributions to Jerusalem. 
 

   Later, Paul and Barnabas, now clearly seen as 
charismatic leaders, were sent by Antioch officials to 
preach to the gentiles. Enormous success crowned their 
efforts. After a miracle at Lystra, the people wanted to 
offer sacrifice to them as gods—Barnabas being Zeus, 
and Paul, Hermes—but the two said, “We are of the 
same nature as you, human beings. We proclaim to you 
good news that you should turn from these idols to the 
living God” (see Acts 14:8-18). 
 

   But all was not peaceful. They were expelled from one 
town, they had to go to Jerusalem to clear up the ever-
recurring controversy about circumcision, and even the 
best of friends can have differences. When Paul wanted 
to revisit the places they had evangelized, Barnabas 
wanted to take along his cousin, John Mark, author of 
the Gospel, but Paul insisted that since Mark had 
deserted them once, he was not fit to take along now. 
The disagreement that followed was so sharp that 
Barnabas and Paul separated: Barnabas taking Mark to 
Cyprus, Paul taking Silas to Syria. Later they were 
reconciled—Paul, Barnabas and Mark. 
 

   When Paul stood up to Peter for not eating with 
gentiles for fear of his Jewish friends, we learn that 
“even Barnabas was carried away by their 
hypocrisy” (see Gal 2:1-13). 
 

    

   Barnabas is spoken of simply as one who dedicated 
his life to the Lord. He was a man “filled with the Holy 
Spirit and faith. Thereby, large numbers were added to 
the Lord.” Even when he and Paul were expelled from 
Antioch and Pisidia—modern-day Turkey—they were 
“filled with joy and the Holy Spirit.” 
 

   Barnabas is a good example and model for us today. 
Things do not always go the way we would like: 
sometimes friendships are shattered even though we 
think we were not at fault, occasionally we might feel 
overwhelmed at all that is going on around us, perhaps 
we feel that God has not come through for us the way 
we expected. How do we react under these 
circumstances? I suggest we look to Barnabas and “be 
filled with joy and the Holy Spirit.” 

 

BR. DOUG COLLINS, O.F.M. 
 

Br. Doug Collins, for the past several 
years, has been working at Franciscan 
Outreach in a variety of capacities. As a 
member of the St. Peter’s Community 
he has been a great asset to our 
brotherhood. Now during this time of 
the COVID-19 pandemic when some of 
the friars have been helping with the 
cooking, Br. Doug has shown us a side 

of himself that many of us were not so much aware of: 
he is a very good cook. Since Br. Doug did not have a 
specific ministry at the church, you might not have seen 
him often, but he was a regular Sunday worshipper at 
the 11:00 Mass as a Communion Minister and 
sometimes also as a Reader. 
 

   The talented Br. Doug has now been chosen to join the 
formation team at our St. Joseph Friary in Hyde Park, so 
he has moved there to begin his new assignment. We 
wish him well. Remember him in prayer. We hope he 
will periodically return to St. Peter’s for a fraternal visit. 
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 SHOP 

Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341 
 

Monday-Wednesday 10 am-3 pm ● Thursday & Friday 10 am-6 pm ●  Sunday 9:30 am-2 pm 
 

 
Over 1,500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards, 

 

DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,  
 

Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards 

Memorialal Memoriaal
Votive Candlesesese  

 

St. Peter's is currently accepting 
reservations for the memorial votive 
candles within the Church.  Once 
lit, the candles burn 24 hours a day for one 
year.  A plaque in front of your candle notes 
who it is lit in honor of. Applications are 
available at the front office of  St. Peter's. The 
cost is $150. 



Carolyn Kitty 312-917-1040
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•Medical Social Worker •Home Health Aide 
“Stay Home With Apple”
773-871-8700

Serving Chicago and Suburbs
www.applehomehealthcare.com

- Burial & Cremation Services 
- Pre-Planning Available 
- Delphine Michalik, Owner & 
   Funeral Director
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Since 1929

1056 West Chicago Avenue 
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ED THE PLUMBER 
ED THE CARPENTER 

Best Work • Best Rate 
Satisfaction Guaranteed As 
We Do All Our Own Work 
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VIVERE 
CANTINA ENOTECA 

THE VILLAGE

71 West Monroe, 
Chicago 

Ph: 312-332-7005
Open 7 days Lunch and Dinner 
www.italianvillage-chicago.com

RESTAURANTS

JOHN STRZYNSKI 
 Attorney at Law
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• Guardianships 
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(312) 223-0540
john@js-law.net

Call for Office or Home Appointment

St. Peter Church
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Milk • Ice Cream • Juices • Butter • Cheeses • Eggs
Renzo Dairy  847-671-COWS

“Mediation to Stay Married”“Mediation to Stay Married”
Struggling marriage? Therapy not working?

Partner refuses therapy?
Try a solution based process.

Save your marriage today.
www.marriage-mediation.comwww.marriage-mediation.com

312-523-2036312-523-2036

A  N E W  WAY  F O R  W E L L N E S S 
Nutraceutical Grade  

ALL Natural PATCHES! 
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