St. Peter’s Church
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province
JULY 19, 2020
SEE PAGE 5 FOR UPDATED SCHEDULE
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 12:00 noon
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m.
(Sunday obligation satisfied)
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,
12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m.

WEEKDAY MASSES
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m.,
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and
Holiday Schedules.

CONFESSIONS
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule.

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER
Mondays & Wednesdays:
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after
every Mass
Friday: Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass
Eucharistic Adoration:
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m.
Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS
Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m.

CHURCH HOURS
Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church
Catholic Resources
es
Please view the following websites for daily Mass, prayers
and spiritual support:

www.archchicago.org
www.vatican.va
www.usccb.org
www.catholictv.org
www.ewtn.com
www.relevantradio.com

Saints’ Days and Observances
Sun., July 19:

16th Sunday in Or dinar y

Mon., July 20:

Or dinar y Time

Tues., July 21:

St. Lawr ence of Br indisi

Wed., July 22:

St. Mar y Magdalene

Thurs., July 23: Or dinar y Time
Fri., July 24:

Or dinar y Time

Sat., July 25:

St. J ames

ST. PETER’S STAFF
Director of Liturgy and Music
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412
Associate Director of Liturgy and Music
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers
James Kapellas 312-853-2418
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FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF
Friar Confessors & Staff:
Fr. Michael Fowler O.F.M., Pastor
Fr. Johnpaul Cafiero O.F.M.
Fr. Kenneth Capalbo O.F.M.
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M.
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M.
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M.
Fr. James Hoffman O.F.M.
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M.
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M.
Br. William Lanning O.F.M.
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M.
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M.
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M.
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M.
Part-time Friar Staff:
Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M.
Fr. Abraham Joseph O.F.M.
In Residence:
Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M.
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M.
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M.
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M.
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M.
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M.

Director of Environment and Sacristan
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254

Programs Director
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Communications & Activities Director
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376
Director of Public Safety
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334
Business Manager
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Young Adult Ministry
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to
St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts are
essential to our ministry, and we are grateful.
Weekly Goal ............................................. .$ 12,000
July 2-8
Total ………………$
0
Difference…………$ -12,000

stpetersloop.org
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR

ince this is my (Fr. Kurt’s)
final bulletin article, I
decided to write about happiness
and how we find it as an abiding
characteristic in our lives. We
all seek it and hope that most of
the time we enjoy it, but we can
sometimes be derailed in its
pursuit. Bedrock to Christian
faith is the conviction that to be
human is to be built for
happiness. St. Augustine and St.
Thomas Aquinas—along with
Duns Scotus and St. Bonaventure in the Franciscan
tradition—agree that a desire for happiness is hardwired into human character.
But contemporary psychological researchers like Dr.
June Gruber at Yale University are getting a lot of
attention with claims that happiness has a “dark side.”
This observation, rooted in social scientific studies on
“positive feelings” and “personal success,” centers on
the conviction that we can be “too happy,” and that too
sharp a focus on “the pursuit of happiness” actually gets
in the way of the very happiness we seek.
Gruber and her colleagues note that the search for
happiness as an end in itself is almost always selfdefeating. They speak of it in terms of elevated affective
expectations that cannot always be met and lead to more
acute disappointment, even more intense pursuit of
happiness, loftier expectations, sharper sense of loss,
etc. Such a spiral of failed hopes can lead to depression,
even despair. Researchers also note that a focus on
happiness, understood as positive feelings of
contentment and satisfaction, can lead to social
isolation. Preoccupation with our needs and happiness
crowds out concern for the needs and happiness of
others.
The prescription for an overzealous pursuit of
happiness, as these studies see it, is moderation. Scaling
back expectations, monitoring our own happiness less
intently, and giving up a little self-satisfaction for the
satisfaction of friends and family are some of the ways
that people can avoid the pitfalls of “too much
happiness.”
Underneath this common sense approach, Christian
discipleship offers a deeper vision that sheds light on
the issue of our contemporary understanding of
happiness. At the heart of the human dilemma is not an
excess of happiness—not too much of a good thing like
pie or sleep or cheerful laughter. The problem is what
we are pursuing when we pursue happiness. This is

where the pop culture image of
“repurposing,” converting
something for use in another
format or product, might shed
some light.
At the beginning of the section
of St. Matthew’s Gospel known
as the Sermon on the Mount,
Jesus makes clear that the
happiness to which we are called
by God does not match
customary expectations of
happiness. The happiness—also called “beatitude” or
“blessedness”—that Jesus offers is more than simply the
absence of conflict. It is more than mere comfort, more
than an abundance of pleasure or positive feelings.
Jesus’ vision is one that recognizes the transience of
such passing satisfactions—as good as they may be in
themselves.
The vision of happiness he offers is a paradoxical one,
identified with poverty and grief, with the bestowal of
mercy and the yearning for justice, with meekness and
peace and purity of heart. It is a happiness rooted, not in
passing circumstances and sensations, but in
communion with Jesus and his Father and their Spirit. It
is a happiness that consists of living according to the
purpose for which we were made. The Gospel that Jesus
proclaims and embodies in his person is summed up in
his image of the “kingdom of God.” It is a reality in
which God’s will—God’s deepest desires and fondest
hopes for the universe—is fulfilled. The kingdom is that
condition in which what God wants is finally and fully
accomplished.
Our purpose—as human beings and as friends and
disciples of Jesus—is to recognize and embrace ever
more passionately God’s vision for the world. Our
purpose is to participate in Jesus’ mission to bring about
the kingdom.
When we seek happiness on our own, as if we could
be happy apart from our communion with God and with
those God loves, we are attempting to “repurpose”
ourselves. When we make our own satisfaction and
comfort the end for which we hope, we may be
reinventing ourselves in novel, even creative ways. But
such reframing of reality will not bring us happiness,
now or later.
The good news is that the happiness Jesus promises is
already ours as a gift. God already loves us. His
kingdom of peace and mercy, of healing and
reconciliation and joyous communion, is not yet fully
visible, but we count on its ultimate completion and
continued on page 4
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR - CONTINUED

appearance. The good news is that we can rejoice
now—even in the midst of sorrow and obscurity—
because, as Jesus reassures us, “the kingdom of God is
among you” (Lk 17:21).
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
In the verses just prior to those
for today’s reading, Paul speaks
of humanity and creation
yearning and groaning for
redemption in the midst of
suffering. Groaning is an
interesting word, as it
represents a longing that cannot yet be expressed. We
are all in pain and long for deliverance, but we do not
know what deliverance will look like. We do not have
the right words for our prayers, so we groan to express
our longing. Paul tells us that despite our ignorance and
our inability to express ourselves, God’s Spirit
accompanies us by groaning in us and with us.
Moreover, this groaning of the Spirit is somehow
praying for us according to God’s will, so this groaning
is nothing less than the longing of the divine for us and
in us. Paul describes a knowing and understanding God.
Wisdom 12 portrays a similar picture of a caring God,
but it also gives two twists. First, this caring God is
lenient and is likely to grant repentance. Second, secure
in sovereignty and power, this God is slow to anger.
The fact that Psalm 86 also emphasizes the coming of
all nations to this merciful and forgiving God reminds
us of how Paul will suggest in Romans 11 that God will
eventually save all of Israel. In light of this, we may
consider how we interpret Matthew’s parable of the
weeds and the wheat, particularly the master’s
willingness to let both grow together until harvest time.
Note also, in this regard, how the next two parables in
the reading feature, respectively, the incredible growth
of even a tiny seed and the ability of yeast to leaven all.
In the Responsorial Psalm, we hear that God is
forgiving and abounding in kindness and fidelity. His
power is shown by the mercy he showers on sinners.
The Catechism explains, “God is the Father Almighty,
whose fatherhood and power shed light on one another:
God reveals his fatherly omnipotence by the way he
takes care of our needs; by the filial adoption that he
gives us…finally by his infinite mercy, for he displays
his power at its height by freely forgiving sins” (#270).
If followers of Jesus are to reflect God in the world,
they are to be merciful and forgiving to others, just as
God is described in the reading from Wisdom. The
Catechism states, “The Christian should strive by works
of mercy and charity, as well as by prayer and the

various practices of penance, to put off completely the
‘old man’ and to put on the ‘new man’” (#1473).
For Your Reflection: What is your r eaction to the
phrase, “Those who are just must be kind” in the
reading from Wisdom? When have you looked to the
Spirit to learn how to pray? How do you seek to nurture
your faith?
FEAST OF ST. MARY MAGDALENE
Wednesday, July 22, 2020
St. Mary Magdalene is one of the
greatest saints of the Bible and a
legendary example of God’s mercy and
grace. The precise dates of her birth
and death are unknown, but we do
know she was present with Christ
during his public ministry, death and
resurrection. She is mentioned at least a
dozen times in the Gospels.
Mary Magdalene has long been regarded as a
prostitute or sexually immoral person in western
Christianity, but this is not supported in the Scriptures.
It is believed she was a Jewish woman who lived among
gentiles, living as they did.
The Gospels agree that Mary was originally a great
sinner. Jesus cast seven demons out of her when he met
her. After this, she told this to several women she
associated with, and these women became followers.
There is also debate over if Mary Magdalene is the
same unnamed woman, a sinner, who weeps and
washed Jesus’ feet with her hair in the Gospel of John.
Scholars are skeptical this is the same person. Despite
the scholarly dispute over her background, what she did
in her subsequent life, after meeting Jesus, is much
more significant. She was certainly a sinner whom Jesus
saved, giving us an example of how no person is beyond
the saving grace of God. During Jesus’ ministry, it is
believed that Mary Magdalene followed him, part of a
semi-permanent entourage who served Jesus and his
disciples.
Mary likely watched the crucifixion from a distance
along with the other women who followed Jesus during
his ministry. Mary was present when Jesus rose from
the dead, visiting his tomb to anoint his body, only to
find the stone rolled away and Jesus, very much alive,
sitting at the place they laid him. She was the first
witness to his resurrection.
Mary Magdalene is a great example for each of us to
realize that we can always go to Jesus to confess our
sins, to renew our life and to become an ever better
follower, having received forgiveness and mercy.
continued on page 6
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St. Peter’s Church
Mass Schedule

Mondays through Fridays
Mass Times: 11:40 am & 1:15 pm
Church Open - 11:15 am until 2:15 pm
Sundays
Mass Times: 9 am and 11 am
Church Open - 8:30 am until 12:30 pm
A reservation is required to attend Mass.
Please call the Church Office at 312-372-5111
Monday-Friday between 9:00 am and 6:00 pm
or on Saturday between 10:30 am and 4:30
pm.

Confession

Mondays through Saturdays
10:30 am until 3 pm
Room B in the Lower Level Auditorium
For further information please view the
website www.stptersloop.org or call
312-372-5111.
Everyone entering the building
must wear a face mask at all times
and practice social distancing.

New Zoom Mass Schedule
le

St. Peter's Fr. Ed Shea, O.F.M.
celebrates Mass via Zoom twice on
Sundays from the Second Floor
Chapel at St. Peter’s Church.
4 pm Sundays (English)
5:30 pm Sundays (Spanish)
If you would like to attend these Masses on your
computer or smart device, please use the following
code:
https://zoom.us/j/7738924134
Password: EdSheaOFM
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THIS WEEK’S
SCRIPTURE STUDY
Mt. 13:24-43
Recently our television
screens have been filled with
images of protesters. There
have been people of every
age, race and creed, carrying
signs and chanting chants on
behalf of causes of importance
to them. And there have been images of looters,
people who damage and steal, sometimes from the
very people who are marching with them. There have
been images of police officers, dedicated to serving
and protecting the lives, homes and businesses of the
people who live and work in our cities. And there
have been images of police officers who, caring little
for the value of human life, have been seen beating
and even killing those very same people.
As we watch these images stream across our screens
we may find ourselves asking, “What are the people
in charge going to do about this?” Perhaps we need to
take a minute or two to ask ourselves just what the
“this” we’re talking about is. Are we talking about
the protesters? Or the looters? Are we talking about
the police officers who do what they are sworn to do
with concern for what they are doing and the people
who whom they are doing it? Or the police officers
who pick and choose who they will serve and protect
based on personal prejudices? When choosing a side it
is important that we choose well or we may destroy
the very people and actions that can be life-giving for
our nation.
“While everyone was asleep his enemy came and
sowed weeds all through the wheat…’Do you want us
to go and pull them up?’…’No, if you pull up the
weeds you might uproot the wheat along with
them…’”.
Good seed produces a good crop. Or, for the
purposes of our social, political and cultural
conversation, sincere protest and ethical policing are
necessary if we are to harvest a good crop from out of
the seeming chaos sewed by our enemies while we
were asleep. This Sunday’s Scripture passages are
about God’s action in our lives and our response. In
the final analysis (the “harvest” of our life), how will
we measure up?
By Vinal Van Benthem ofs

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church
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A FEW CLOSING THOUGHTS
As I bring my bulletin-writing days
to a close, I want you to know that I
have truly enjoyed communicating
with you each week via the bulletin.
I suspect most pastors would like to
have a way of addressing their
parishioners on a number of issues
that are not always appropriate for a
homily. Some have developed a
Newsletter separate from the
bulletin for this purpose; others
write a short piece every week and put it on the parish
website, but for me the bulletin has been an excellent
venue to help people to consider all kinds of
possibilities for their spiritual and human development.
This all started for me many years ago when I was
visiting one of our parishes in Ashland, Wisconsin, and
I picked up a copy of the parish bulletin. I found there
an excellent article by the pastor, Fr. Medard Buvala,
O.F.M., and I asked him if he did this every week and, if
so, how did he find the time and energy to devote to it.
His answer was brief and to the point. He said, “If you
think something is truly worthwhile, you can always
find the time.” That hit me square in the face, and I
decided right then and there if I ever became a pastor, I
would try to do the same.
When I became pastor of St. Mary’s Church,
Memphis, in 1984, I began to fulfill my promise. It
continued in 1988 when I was transferred to St.
Anthony’s in St. Louis as pastor, then in 2000 at St.
Francis Solanus in Quincy, and now at St. Peter’s since
2009. I sometimes wonder what all the topics have been
in those articles over the years. There were times when I
was facing a deadline and still had not decided what to
write, and there were times when I experienced
“writer’s cramp,” feeling like my brain had become
locked. Some of the friars with whom I have lived have
likened me to what Andrew Greeley was accused of,
namely, never having a thought that was not published.
I owe so much to the Sisters of St. Joseph who taught
me during my elementary school years and especially to
Fr. Blane O’Neill, who was my writing and literature
teacher during my senior year of high school. He could
be brutal in his methodology, but he taught us how to
develop a theme, how to use the tools of the trade, and
how to persevere even when we felt down at our
attempts and accomplishments.
I now look forward to reading what our new pastor, Fr.
Michael Fowler, will write in his bulletin column. I feel
sure that both you and I will continue to learn a great
deal from his wisdom and knowledge. God bless you
all!
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UPDATE ON ST. PETER’S GALA
Due to the continuing
problems of gathering in large
groups during this pandemic
era, we have decided to hold a
Virtual Gala this year , a two-day Gala on October 910. Our goal is to net $250,000, which will be used as in
former years to help address the deficit in our operating
budget. To secure your place in this two-day
Celebration, we ask you to go on your desk top, tablet,
or smartphone to https://stpetersauction.givesmart.com
and click on the Register Now button to provide us with
the information we will need to keep in touch with you
between now and the Event. Please put the dates for this
Virtual Gala in your personal calendars. We look
forward to seeing you on October 9-10.
A CHUCKLE FOR THE SUMMER
A priest was getting ready for a trip to Rome, and a man
came to him with a request: “When you get to Rome,
could you light a candle for me and my wife? We really
want children and the doctor just told us we might not
be able to have any.”
The priest agreed to the request. Ten years later, he ran
into the man again in a supermarket. With him were
twelve kids.
“Oh, this is wonderful!” said the priest. “But, tell me,
where’s your wife?”
“Oh, she’s gone to Rome to blow out that candle!”

stpetersloop.org
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Over 1,500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards,
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,
Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards

If you would like to contribute to St. Peter’s
Church in this time of need, please go to the
website www.stpetersloop.org and click on the
Online Giving link. You may also contribute on the
archdiocesan website at:
www.archchicago.org/support

35 Years of Family Values and Family Business Offering a Full Range of Investment Services & Advice
Timothy A. Sinal & Theodore A. Sinal, First Vice Presidents/Investments
Three First National Plaza, Suite 2400 • Chicago, Illinois 60602

(312) 269-0393 sinalta@stifel.com

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC and NYSE

Carolyn Kitty 312-917-1040

VIVERE

Certified Public Accountant

CANTINA ENOTECA
- Burial & Cremation Services
- Pre-Planning Available
- Delphine Michalik, Owner &
Funeral Director
Family Owned and Operated
Since 1929
1056 West Chicago Avenue
(312) 421-0936
www.michalikfuneralhome.com

Individual & Small Business Accounting & Tax Service
20 North State Street, Suite 508, Chicago, IL

THE VILLAGE
71 West Monroe,
Chicago
RESTAURANTS
Ph: 312-332-7005
Open 7 days Lunch and Dinner
www.italianvillage-chicago.com

Email : carolyn@kittycpa.com • www.ckittycpa.com

JOHN STRZYNSKI
Attorney at Law

• Wills • Living Trusts
• Powers of Attorney
• Guardianships
• Probate Administration

Mary Elizabeth Kopko

(312) 223-0540
john@js-law.net

Attorney at Law
McBreen & Kopko, LLP
Social Security Disability
(no fee unless successful)
1525 East 53rd Street, Suite 709
Chicago, Illinois 60615

(773) 752-2526
(773) 752-2636
Fax: (773) 752-4287

Call for Office or Home Appointment

A N E W WAY F O R W E L L N E S S
Nutraceutical Grade
ALL Natural PATCHES!
1500mg CBD, MULTIVITAMIN,
ENERGY, SLEEP or IMMUNE
Dfeno.innov8tivenutrition.com

Darcy Feno 708-785-1559

“Mediation to Stay Married”
Struggling marriage? Therapy not working?
Partner refuses therapy?
Try a solution based process.
Save your marriage today.

www.marriage-mediation.com

Contact Catherine Gurgul to place an ad today!
cgurgul@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2496

312-523-2036

St. Peter Church
stpetersloop.churchgiving.com

312 357-0023

5 N. Wabash Ave, Suite 802
Chicago, IL 60602
www.mtusa.com

ED THE PLUMBER
ED THE CARPENTER
Best Work • Best Rate
Satisfaction Guaranteed As
We Do All Our Own Work
$$ Parishioner Discount $$

(773) 471-1444

•Skilled Nursing •Physical Therapy
•Occupational Therapy •Speech Therapy
•Medical Social Worker •Home Health Aide

“Stay Home With Apple”

773-871-8700

Serving Chicago and Suburbs

www.applehomehealthcare.com

Call LPi today for advertising info (800) 950-9952

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

St. Peter’s Church, Chicago, IL
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