St. Peter’s Church
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province
AUGUST 9, 2020
SEE PAGE 5 FOR UPDATED SCHEDULE
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 12:00 noon
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m.
(Sunday obligation satisfied)
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,
12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m.

WEEKDAY MASSES
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m.,
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and
Holiday Schedules.

CONFESSIONS
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule.

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER
Mondays & Wednesdays:
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after
every Mass
Friday: Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass
Eucharistic Adoration:
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m.
Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS
Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m.

CHURCH HOURS
Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church
Catholic Resources
es
Please view the following websites for daily Mass, prayers
and spiritual support:

www.archchicago.org
www.vatican.va
www.usccb.org
www.catholictv.org
www.ewtn.com
www.relevantradio.com

Saints’ Days and Observances
Sun., August 9:

19th Sunday in Or dinar y Time

Mon., August 10:

St.Lawr ence

Tues., August 11:

St. Clar e of Assisi

Wed., August 12:

Or dinar y Time

Thurs., August 13: Or dinar y Time
Fri., August 14:

St. Maximillian Kolbe

Sat., August 15:

The Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

ST. PETER’S STAFF
Director of Liturgy and Music
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412
Associate Director of Liturgy and Music
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers
James Kapellas 312-853-2418
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FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF
Friar Confessors & Staff:
Fr. Michael Fowler O.F.M., Pastor
Fr. Johnpaul Cafiero O.F.M.
Fr. Kenneth Capalbo O.F.M.
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M.
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M.
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M.
Fr. James Hoffman O.F.M.
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M.
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M.
Br. William Lanning O.F.M.
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M.
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M.
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M.
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M.
Part-time Friar Staff:
Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M.
Fr. Abraham Joseph O.F.M.
In Residence:
Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M.
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M.
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M.
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M.
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M.
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M.

Director of Environment and Sacristan
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254

Programs Director
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Communications & Events Director
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376
Director of Public Safety
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334
Business Manager
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Young Adult Ministry
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to
St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts are
essential to our ministry, and we are grateful.
Weekly Goal ............................................. .$ 12,000
July 23-29
Total ………………$ 1,335
Difference…………$ -10,665
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR

uesday, August 11 is for
Franciscans throughout the
world a special day to celebrate
the feast of St. Clare of Assisi.
Clare was born in 1193 into a
family of the nobility of Assisi,
Italy. As a young girl she
showed great compassion for
the poor and devotion to prayer.
Hearing Francis of Assisi and
his followers preach she felt the call to follow their way
of life in living the Gospel. Though facing great
opposition by her father and brothers Clare secretly
went to the small church of Our Lady of Angels on
Palm Sunday in 1212 and was received into religious
life by Francis.
At the time of Clare all religious nuns lived behind
cloistered walls. Initially Clare and her followers lived
with the Benedictine sisters but eventually were able to
move to the church of San Damiano in Assisi where a
convent was established for the sisters. Because the
culture of the Middle Ages and Church regulations
would not allow women religious outside the cloister,
Clare and “the Poor Ladies” as they were called
devoted themselves to a life of prayer and sacrifice.
All her life Clare fought (even the
Pope!) for “the privilege of poverty.” It
was only on her deathbed that Pope
Innocent IV relented and signed the
papal document giving that privilege to
Clare and all the “Poor Clares” who
would follow after her. Clare was
canonized in 1255, two years after her
death.
As the premier Franciscan saint, after Francis of
Assisi, we honor St. Clare as a woman who fought to
live the Gospel as faithfully as she saw Francis and his
followers trying to follow Christ. I pray each one of us
who worship here at St. Peter’s may have such passion
and grace from God to follow the Gospel as Christ leads
us. Let us remember our Poor Clare sisters throughout
the world in a special way today in our prayers as they
celebrate “Our Holy Mother Clare.”
Saturday, August 15 we will celebrate the Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary. On November 1, 1950 Pope
Pius XII defined the Assumption of Mary to be a dogma
of our faith. In his declaration he said, “We pronounce,
declare and define it to be a divinely revealed dogma
that the immaculate Mother of God, the ever Virgin
Mary, having completed the course of her earthly life,
was assumed body and soul to heavenly glory.”

The Church has held belief in the Assumption as far
back as the fifth century. In the midst of this unusual
summer of 2020 we pause on Saturday to recall the
important role Mary has played in salvation history.
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI wrote a few years ago
that, “…precisely because Mary is with God and in
God, she is very close to each one of us. While she lived
on this earth she could only be close to a few people.
Being in God, who is actually ‘within’ all of us, Mary
shares in this closeness to God.”
While the Solemnity of the Assumption
(August 15) is NOT a holyday of
obligation this year, we will celebrate
this special feast of Mary with a Mass on
Saturday at 12noon. As with other
Masses at this time of the coronavirus
please call the Church Office at 314-3725111 Monday - Friday between 9:00am
and 6:00pm to reserve a place at this
special Mass. Everyone entering the
building must wear a face mask and practice social
distancing. Please enter the church through the
handicapped doors to attend Mass.
Having mentioned the need to wear a mask while in
the church building, I heard that last Sunday someone
came to one of the Sunday Masses insisting that she
would not wear a mask and it was her right to refuse to
wear a mask. Our greeter and security people gently but
firmly informed this person that is not optional. That
medical authorities have shown that wearing a mask
DOES help one from getting the virus and from giving
the virus to others. As I wrote in my bulletin article a
couple of weeks ago, quoting the Archbishop of
Toronto, wearing a mask is not just following civil and
medical directives, it is also following our call as
followers of Jesus to "respect all of life."
As Archbishop Collins stated, "W hile it makes sense
for all citizens to follow the reasonable restrictions that
have been imposed to contain the virus, for Christians
doing so is also a matter of faith, charity and justice. As
he stated, "W e are responsible for others. In justice, as
well as charity and we have no right recklessly to
endanger others, or to cause their death.
Over the centuries the Church, following the
commandment of Jesus to love our neighbor, has
cancelled the public celebration of Mass in time of
pestilence. Our ancestors may not have had as thorough
an understanding as we do now of how epidemics
spread, but they did know that in such a situation when
people gather for any reason, even religious, they can
spread infection and harm their neighbor.
Continued on page 4

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church
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We should also recall that we Christians defend the
sanctity of human life from the first moment of
conception until natural death: in a time of pestilence,
that commitment of ours requires us to follow the
reasonable norms designed to protect the lives of those
around us.
So we insist on wearing a mask, washing hands,
keeping social distance and other preventive health
measures not only for the safety of ourselves and others
but because doing so helps us to be people who "respect
life and all of God's creatures."
I've been here almost a month now
and I am gradually getting to know
my way around St. Peter's. I would
like to take this opportunity to say
THANK YOU to the fr iar s, chur ch
staff, volunteers and those who come
here to St. Peter's for worship for
helping me feel at home and offering your help. St.
Peter's Church could not function without all of you
who give so much of your time and talents to helping
make St. Peter's a holy place in the midst of the city.
We all wish that "everything would go back to
normal, like it was before the onslaught of the
coronavirus." But as we learn more and more each
week, we continue to have to adapt to the changing
circumstances of our world so that we might continue to
bring the message of Christ to others. In the midst of the
dangers facing us today, the uncertainty of the future
and the disruptions of our everyday lives, I encourage
you to read again the words St. Paul wrote to the
Romans in their troubled uncertain times centuries ago.
He wrote,
"...I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor
present things, nor future things, nor powers, nor depth,
nor any creature will be able to separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord."
In these difficult times may we make
the words of Mary in the Gospel for
the feast of the Assumption our words
and trust in God to watch over us and
our loved ones; "God has come to the
help of his servant, for God has
remembered his promise of mercy, the
promise made to our ancestors, to Abraham and his
descendants forever." (Luke 1:39-56)
Fr. Michael
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19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Be still and know that I am God. Silence is sacred.
Silence speaks the language of the soul and is the
foundation of all life and eternity itself. Silence takes
us beyond the limits of our minds and allows us to
seek and to love the essence of all love, perfect love,
and being. In silence, we can be non-verbally present
to things and to God in ways that words cannot
accomplish. We can discover, encounter, and be
present to truths that our minds struggle to conceive
and then set aside the boxes we put around things
when comprehending them is challenging. We can
know the unknowable and touch eternity when we
encounter the core silence in our souls.
We can do this even on a noisy street and in the
midst of the greatest distraction. Once we have made
friends with silence, the rambling noise of the world
no longer seems to matter, and we can carry a deep
forgiving peace within us, even when physical silence
cannot be found. We know that we are loved, cared
for, sustained, nourished, embraced, and carried.
There is nothing to fear in silence, and I can be
present to myself in the same way that God is present
to me. I can see myself as God sees me. All of my
faults, weaknesses, imperfections, failings, and
sinfulness melt away in the abundance of God’s
mercy. All of the worldly things we see as being
important no longer are.
It is in silence that all of the barriers that divide us
disappear. There is no more “yours” and “mine” but
only the oneness of “ours.” There is no longer a need
to “figure things out,” and we tap into our desire to
simply let things be. Silence is creative and powerful
and gives us hope. Silence is God’s greatest blessing.
God became one with humanity in silence. It allows
us to be one with all of creation, with the moon and
the stars and all of the creatures God has made. The
smallest particle of creation radiates with beauty.
Silence allows us to soar beyond ourselves and
connect in ways that the mind can only imagine.
When all is quiet, we begin to see that it is only our
fear that keeps us from the Lord. It is our fear that
causes us to sink and to fail. We can hear the gentle
whisper that tells us to reach for God’s hand. We
discover that we yearn for the salvation and
wholeness that only God can give to us. Be still my
soul and be at peace.
©LPi
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Saturday, August 15
15
12 pm
m
St. Peter’s Church Mass Schedule

Mondays through Fridays
Mass Times: 11:40 am & 1:15 pm
Church Open - 11:15 am until 2:15 pm
Sundays
Mass Times: 9 am and 11 am
Church Open - 8:30 am until 12:30 pm
A reservation is required to attend Mass.
Please call the Church Office at 312-372-5111
Monday-Friday between 9:00 am and 6:00 pm
or on Saturday between 10:30 am and 4:30
pm.

Confession

Mondays through Saturdays
10:30 am until 3 pm
Room B in the Lower Level Auditorium
For further information please view the
website www.stptersloop.org or call
312-372-5111.
Everyone entering the building must wear a face mask
at all times and practice social distancing.

New Zoom Mass Schedule
le

St. Peter's Fr. Ed Shea, O.F.M.
celebrates Mass via Zoom twice on
Sundays from the Second Floor
Chapel at St. Peter’s Church.
4 pm Sundays (English)
5:30 pm Sundays (Spanish)
If you would like to attend these Masses on your
computer or smart device, please use the following
code:
https://zoom.us/j/7738924134
Password: EdSheaOFM
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THIS WEEK’S
SCRIPTURE STUDY
Mt. 14:22-33
“Do not be afraid.” I read
once that someone counted 365
times in the New Testament
where Jesus tells His followers
not to be afraid – once for
every day of the year. What
were they so afraid of? Storms at sea that capsized
their boats? Enemy attacks that destroyed their cities?
Drought and insects that destroyed their crops? Too
much heat and not enough rain?
In fact, they were probably afraid of many of the
same things that we’re afraid of. We’re afraid of
protesters and climate change; afraid to go out, afraid
to stay home; afraid to fly, afraid to drive; afraid of
losing a job or a relationship; afraid, it seems, of
everything from COVID-19 to bad breath.
At Jesus’ command Peter got out of the boat and
began to walk toward Him on the water. “But when
he saw how strong the wind was...” Peter became
afraid, and that’s when he started to sink. Now we’re
getting somewhere. Jesus tells us not to be afraid but
then that wind starts blowing. You know the one, the
wind that tells you to watch out for that person ahead
of you in line at the grocery store or whispers
warnings about businesses closing and rising
unemployment numbers; the wind that always seems
to bring bad news.
Peter called out, “Lord, save me!” and immediately
Jesus reached out and caught him. Peter had started
out trusting Jesus enough to step out of the boat, out
of his ‘comfort zone’, and begin walking across the
water. But then he “…saw how strong the wind
was…” and the fear came back. He began to doubt –
and then he began to sink.
Jesus invites us to come to Him when we are afraid
but sometimes the wind seems too strong and, like
Peter, we hesitate. We want to believe but then the
waves threaten to overwhelm us and we begin to
doubt. We cry out, “Lord, save me!” and Jesus tells
us not to be afraid. He reaches out His hand to catch
us. The question is, do we trust Him enough to take
it?
By Vinal Van Benthem ofs

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church
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EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
Being Human is to Doubt
Humans doubt. It’s what we do. We doubt ourselves and we doubt others. Before any
of us say anything about Peter’s doubting the words of Jesus that told him he could
get out of his boat and walk on water, we need to get real with ourselves: How would
I respond in the same situation? I remember when I was child taking swimming
lessons. One day I simply tightened up my muscles and sank. The lifeguard pulled
me up and asked what happened. I said I did not know. The truth is that I was sinking
under the weight of my own doubt. I did not believe I could do what clearly, I was
told I could. That was only in five feet of water in a pool! Now that I’m older, I can
look back and laugh. But an adult, the swimming pool is life, and I would be lying if I said that there are no
longer times I find myself sinking due to new doubts.
Much of our doubt comes about because of a lack of trust in God. We place our trust in material things, wealth,
or imperfect people instead of the One who is worthy of our trust 100 percent of the time. Our stewardship is
often hampered by our doubt that God will provide all that we need. If I give more, I may not have enough to
survive! When we place all our trust in God, not only do we find that we have been given all we need – our doubt
that cause us to sink in the pool of life fades away. We don’t suddenly become perfect in our trust, and there will
be times when we find ourselves with concerns again. However, it is in those moments we find that He is still
there, speaking the words we need to hear: “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.”
– Tracy Earl Welliver
©LPi
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Mondays through
g Saturdays
y ~ 10:30 am until 2:30 pm
m
Sundays ~ 8:30 am until 12:15 pm
m
Over 1,500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards,
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,
Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards

If you would like to contribute to St.
Peter’s Church in this time of need,
please go to the website
www.stpetersloop.org and click on the
Online Giving link. You may also
contribute via the archdiocesan
website at:
www.archchicago.org/support
Subscribe to the Bulletin Online!

If you would like to receive
St. Peter’s Church Bulletin
electronically, please go to
www.stpetersloop.org.
Go the Bulletin section on
the home page and click on
the link “Subscribe to our
Publications”. You can sign
up to have the bulletins
emailed to you.
If you are coming to St. Peter’s for Mass and
Confession, bulletins are available at the
Security Desk.

35 Years of Family Values and Family Business Offering a Full Range of Investment Services & Advice
Timothy A. Sinal & Theodore A. Sinal, First Vice Presidents/Investments
Three First National Plaza, Suite 2400 • Chicago, Illinois 60602

(312) 269-0393 sinalta@stifel.com

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC and NYSE

Carolyn Kitty 312-917-1040

VIVERE

Certified Public Accountant

CANTINA ENOTECA
- Burial & Cremation Services
- Pre-Planning Available
- Delphine Michalik, Owner &
Funeral Director
Family Owned and Operated
Since 1929
1056 West Chicago Avenue
(312) 421-0936
www.michalikfuneralhome.com

Individual & Small Business Accounting & Tax Service
20 North State Street, Suite 508, Chicago, IL

THE VILLAGE
71 West Monroe,
Chicago
RESTAURANTS
Ph: 312-332-7005
Open 7 days Lunch and Dinner
www.italianvillage-chicago.com

Email : carolyn@kittycpa.com • www.ckittycpa.com

JOHN STRZYNSKI
Attorney at Law

• Wills • Living Trusts
• Powers of Attorney
• Guardianships
• Probate Administration

Mary Elizabeth Kopko

(312) 223-0540
john@js-law.net

Attorney at Law
McBreen & Kopko, LLP
Social Security Disability
(no fee unless successful)
1525 East 53rd Street, Suite 709
Chicago, Illinois 60615

(773) 752-2526
(773) 752-2636
Fax: (773) 752-4287

Call for Office or Home Appointment

A N E W WAY F O R W E L L N E S S
Nutraceutical Grade
ALL Natural PATCHES!
1500mg CBD, MULTIVITAMIN,
ENERGY, SLEEP or IMMUNE
Dfeno.innov8tivenutrition.com

Darcy Feno 708-785-1559

“Mediation to Stay Married”
Struggling marriage? Therapy not working?
Partner refuses therapy?
Try a solution based process.
Save your marriage today.

www.marriage-mediation.com

Contact Catherine Gurgul to place an ad today!
cgurgul@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2496

312-523-2036

St. Peter Church
stpetersloop.churchgiving.com

312 357-0023

5 N. Wabash Ave, Suite 802
Chicago, IL 60602
www.mtusa.com

ED THE PLUMBER
ED THE CARPENTER
Best Work • Best Rate
Satisfaction Guaranteed As
We Do All Our Own Work
$$ Parishioner Discount $$

(773) 471-1444

•Skilled Nursing •Physical Therapy
•Occupational Therapy •Speech Therapy
•Medical Social Worker •Home Health Aide

“Stay Home With Apple”

773-871-8700

Serving Chicago and Suburbs

www.applehomehealthcare.com

Call LPi today for advertising info (800) 950-9952

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

St. Peter’s Church, Chicago, IL

A 4C 01-1355

