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St. Peter’s Church 
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province 

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196 
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WEEKEND MASSES 
Saturday: 12:00 noon 
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m. 
(Sunday obligation satisfied) 
 

Sundays:  9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,  
                12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m., 
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m. 
 

Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and 
Holiday Schedules. 

 

CONFESSIONS 
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
 

Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m. 
 

Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule. 
 

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER 
 

Mondays & Wednesdays:  
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass 
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after 
every Mass 
Friday:  Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass 
Eucharistic Adoration:  
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m. 
 

Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m. 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m. 
 

Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m. 
 

CHURCH HOURS 
 

Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
 

Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
 

Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m. 



 

Director of Liturgy and Music 
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412 
 

Associate Director of Liturgy and Music 
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 
James Kapellas 312-853-2418 
 

Director of Environment and Sacristan 
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254 
 

Programs Director 
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Communications & Events Director   
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376 
 

Director of Public Safety 
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334 
 

Business Manager 
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Young Adult Ministry 
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134 
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ST. PETER’S STAFF 

 Friar Confessors & Staff: 
 
 

Fr. Michael Fowler O.F.M., Pastor 
Fr. Johnpaul Cafiero O.F.M. 
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M. 
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M. 
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M. 
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M 
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M. 
Fr. James Hoffman O.F.M. 
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M. 
Br. William Lanning O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M. 
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M. 
Fr. George Musial O.F.M. 
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M. 
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M. 
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M. 

 

Part-time Friar Staff: 
 

Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M. 
Fr. Abraham Joseph O.F.M. 

 

In Residence: 
 

Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M. 
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M. 
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M. 
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M. 
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M. 
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M. 
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M. 
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M. 

FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF 

Saints’ Days and Observances 
 

Sun., August 23:      21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   
Mon., August 24:     St. Bar tholomew 
   
Tues., August 25:     St. Louis IX 
                     
Wed., August 26:     Ordinary Time 
    
Thurs., August 27:   St. Monica 
 
Fri., August 28:        St. Augustine 
 
Sat., August 29:       The Passion of St. John the Baptist  

Catholic Resourceses 
 

Please view the following websites for daily Mass, prayers 
and spiritual support: 

www.archchicago.org 
 

www.vatican.va 
 

www.usccb.org 
 

www.catholictv.org 
 

www.ewtn.com 
 

www.relevantradio.com 

 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
 

Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to 
St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts are 
essential to our ministry, and we are grateful. 
 
Weekly Goal .............................................. .$   12,000 
August 6-12                Total ………………$     1,986 
                                    Difference…………$  - 10,014 
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR 
T his Tuesday, August 25 the Church celebrates the feast 
of St. Louis, King of France. 
Having lived and worked in the 
Archdiocese of St. Louis for a 
number of years I came to 
know more about this revered 
leader of 13th century France.  
St. Louis was born April 25, 

1214 and died August 25, 1270. Upon the death of his 
father, King Louis VIII, Louis became king at 12 years 
of age and assumed the throne at 19 years of age. He 
married Marguerite of Provence. Together they had 
eleven children. 
 

   As a youth, Franciscan friars were his instructors and 
Louis was greatly influenced by the life and message of 
St. Francis to live the Gospel. The early Dominican and 
Franciscan professors at the University of Paris were 
supported by King Louis. Franciscan professor 
Bonaventure and Dominican professor Thomas Aquinas 
were honored guests at his table and lively discussions 
on the Church and faith kept the King and these revered 
saints talking well into many nights. 
 

   As king of France, Louis sought to 
rule his kingdom in light of Gospel 
values. Louis frequently invited those 
who were poor to dine with him and 
his family. In 1248-1245 Louis led a 
Crusade to recover the Holy Land. 
Though initially successful he was 
captured and taken prisoner. 
Eventually he was released and 
returned to France. On his return to 
the Kingdom he instituted just laws 
and procedures in the governance of 
the Kingdom. He founded hospitals, 
visited the sick and was able to keep 
the nation at peace. 
 

   Along with being a just and fair ruler of his kingdom, 
Louis was deeply dedicated to his children and never 
failed to remind them of the dignity of their baptism 
even over that of their noble birth. Louis became a 
member of the Secular Franciscan Order and is today 
revered as the patron of the Secular Franciscan Order. In 
1267 he left for another Crusade and died in Tunis on 
August 25, 1270. He was canonized a saint in 1297. 
 

   The city of St. Louis was named after St. Louis (the 
saint) in 1764 when Pierre Laclede and Auguste 
Chouteau established a trading post on the Mississippi 
River in the location of the present city of St. Louis. 
Recently, as with many controversies surrounding 
names and statues in many places in the USA (e.g. 

Christopher Columbus, Thomas Jefferson, St. Junipero 
Serra, etc.), there have been calls to remove the statues 
of St. Louis and even rename any places associated with 
his name. 
 

   The sudden urge to rename places, take down statues, 
and condemn some of those who have gone before us 
seems to me to be rather hasty and without merit unless 
we examine the whole story of these various historical 
people. Some of those whom we have honored over the 
years we have discovered through further examination 
of historical facts that perhaps they have significant 
faults to call into question why we honor them today. 
Others we honor we may discover upon deeper 
examination their human frailties that may not make 
them the "perfect" person we thought but who have 
other redeeming qualities that invite our following their 
examples today. 
 

   As with all the saints that we honor in the Church we 
need to keep in mind that they are human beings like us. 
They suffered doubts, sinned and were people of their 
times. So we honor them, not for their faults, but for 
their attempts, sometimes imperfectly, to follow the 
Gospel call of Jesus Christ. As followers of Jesus we 

have only to look at the folks Jesus 
surrounded himself with when he 
walked here upon the earth. The 
Apostles were far from perfect and 
their behaviors reflected the culture 
and world in which they lived. St. 
Francis of Assisi, who is often called 
"Alter Christus" (another Christ) 
acknowledged his own sinfulness and 
was a man of his time. 
 

   We need models of good behavior 
today. We need to give good example 
to others and especially to the 
impressionable young. But I believe 

we also need to embrace our humanity knowing we are 
not saints yet but only on the way to sainthood 
(hopefully!). 
 

   While St. Louis was a man of his times and some of 
his behaviors we would find unacceptable in our own 
day and age, he also was a man of deep faith. Though 
King and holding great power over his subjects he 
showed great compassion to the poor of his kingdom. 
He promoted education for the people of his kingdom in 
a time when only the royalty, wealthy and church 
leaders were educated. In a time when marriages were 
often completed only for power and political 
conveniences, he was in love with his wife and deeply 
devoted to his children and all people in his household. 
 

Continued on page 4 
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   I conclude these thoughts with these words from a 
touching letter St. Louis gave to his eldest son, Philip 
III, before Louis left for the Crusade to Tunis in 1270. 
In that letter Louis reminded Philip of his duties as a 
Christian and future leader. St. Louis' letter continues to 
have as valid a message today in the 21st century as it 
did in the 13th century. The letter is below.  
 

Fr. Michael 
 
My Dearest Son, 
 
Since I desire with all my heart that you be well 
instructed in all things, it is in my thought to give you 
some advice in this writing. For I have heard you say, 
several times, that you remember my words better than 
those of anyone else. 
 
My first instruction is that you should love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and all your strength. … 
If the Lord has permitted you to have some trial, bear 
it willingly and with gratitude, considering that it has 
happened for your good and that perhaps you well 
deserved it. If the Lord bestows upon you any kind of 
prosperity, thank him humbly and see that you become 
no worse for it, either through vain pride or anything 
else, because you ought not to oppose God or offend 
him in the matter of his gifts. 
 
Be kindhearted to the poor, the unfortunate and the 
afflicted. Give them as much help and consolation as 
you can. Thank God for all the benefits he has 
bestowed upon you, that you may be worthy to receive 
greater. Be just to your subjects, swaying neither to 
right nor left, but holding the line of justice. Always 
side with the poor rather that with the rich until you 
are certain of the truth. See that all your subjects live 
in justice and peace . . . Be devout and obedient to our 
mother the Church of Rome and the Supreme Pontiff 
as your spiritual father. Work to remove all sin from 
your land, particularly blasphemies and heresies.  
 
In conclusion, dearest son, I give you every blessing 
that a loving father can give a son. May the three 
Persons of the Holy Trinity and all the saints protect 
you from every evil. And may the Lord give you the 
grace to do his will so that he may be served and 
honored through you, that in the next life we may 
together come to see him, love him and praise him 
unceasingly. 
 
- St. Louis IX, King and Patron of the Secular Franciscan Order 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

   The only way to know God is to love God. Our minds 
will never fully grasp the mystery of God, but our hearts 
and souls can learn to love the mystery. Years ago, when 
life had a more innocent quality to it, we believed what 
we were told or witnessed, unless there was direct 
evidence otherwise. This was especially true if the 
information came from someone in authority. In a sense, 
we were a bit more gullible on one hand but also more 
trusting on the other. The latter is an admirable quality 
that sadly can be eroded when we realize we have been 
duped. With education and technological advances, we 
find ourselves more skeptical and less likely to too 
quickly accept and believe what we see and hear. 
 

   For all of the good that social media can do, it can also 
easily distort reality and truth. Photoshop and a myriad 
other technological truths can add to, fabricate, and make 
even the non-existent seem real. It is amazing. How far 
do we allow this obviously justifiable skepticism to take 
us? Questioning and doubting are healthy elements of any 
good relationship as long as we don’t allow them to turn 
us away from a deeper experience of love and encounter. 
If we cannot get our minds around something or 
empirically justify or prove it, we tend to declare it a 
hoax, untrue, or unauthentic and walk away. The very 
same trust that can quickly be eroded is exactly what is 
essential for all of our relationships, especially our 
relationship with God. With all things and people that 
make a profound claim on us, we have to trust in the 
absence of knowledge. Full self-investment involves 
plunging completely into the unknown! 
 

   Simon Peter said to Jesus, “You are the Christ, the Son 
of the Living God.” Peter came to this knowledge, which 
is not “head knowledge” because of the relationship he 
shared with Jesus and what God was able to reveal in and 
through that relationship. Peter simply “knew” because of 
love that this is who Jesus really is. The silent exchange 
of love between friends, and not an intellectual exercise 
of the mind, brought Peter to this place. When we stop 
and think about it, there are many things in life that we 
simply know but do not completely understand. When 
someone sacrifices their own well-being for another, it 
may not make intellectual sense when examined. But it 
makes a world of sense when it is carried out. The 
vastness of reality and an encounter with 
incomprehensible mystery all lead us to profound silence 
where we simply know something to be true. Have you 
trusted enough to allow your relationship with God to 
bring you to this place or are you still too skeptical? 
 

©LPi 
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THIS WEEK’S 
SCRIPTURE STUDY 

 Mt. 16:13-20 
 

   I recently saw an ad for an 
online workshop entitled The 
Ultimate Supervisor.  The 
workshop promised to teach the 
participant the role of the 
supervisor – the art of prioritizing, dealing with 
change, building a better team, and ways to get ahead 
in the company.  As I read over today’s Gospel I 
found myself wondering how Peter would have done, 
had he taken part in that workshop.   
 

   The course description made a point of 
differentiating between a “boss” and a “supervisor” 
and Peter started out as a pretty impetuous guy, not 
someone who would have been a very good “boss”.  
But Peter was changing.  Perhaps it was when Peter 
spoke up while others held back that Jesus first 
recognized Peter’s supervisory potential.   “You are 
the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  Peter 
recognized that Jesus had priority over “…John the 
Baptist…Elijah…Jeremiah or one of the prophets…”  
His understanding of leadership was changing, too.  
Once he had led by the sheer force of his personality; 
now he would lead, knowing that he himself was 
being led (“…when you were younger, you used to …
go where you wanted; but when you grow old…
someone else will lead you where you do not want to 
go.”Jn. 21:18).  And in the challenging days ahead 
Peter would learn the need for team-building within 
the growing Christian community.   
 

   Team-building, prioritizing, time management, the 
need for change – Peter would learn them all.  But 
there’s one more thing that Peter would learn.  
According to the ad, if you wish to be the ultimate 
supervisor “…you must align yourself with your 
boss’s values, goals, image, and vision.”  That’s what 
Jesus came to teach us, and that’s what Peter learned 
best of all.  Peter aligned himself with Jesus, the 
Ultimate Supervisor – God’s values, goals, image and 
vision in human form.       
 

   “And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this 
rock I will build my church…”  Well, it looks like 
Peter would have done pretty well in that workshop 
after all!  But what about us?  How would we do?  In 
a political environment of self-promotion and 
exaggerated autonomy who do we recognize as our 
“Ultimate Supervisor”?        

                   By Vinal Van Benthem ofs 

HEALTH DIRECTIVES 
 

As we all know the 
coronavirus continues 
to attack people 
throughout the world. 
Unfortunately, over the 
past few weeks we here 
in the USA have 
received the dubious 
distinction of having the 
highest number of 
confirmed COVID-19 
cases in the world at 5 
million. As of August 9, 

the confirmed death toll in the USA stands at 162,455 
people with new infections running at about 54,000 a 
day. (Statistics from John Hopkins University). We 
here in Illinois have also seen our rates of infection 
rising.  
 

The most important thing each of us can do to help 
prevent the spread of this disease is to wear a mask, 
wash our hands frequently and avoid close contact 
with large crowds. We here at St. Peter's (following 
Archdiocese and local health department guidelines) 
are doing all we can to make sure it is as safe as 
possible for anyone who wishes to come to Mass or 
go to confession.  
 

I remind you that it is now mandatory to wear a mask 
in stores and even on the city streets. I don't like to 
have to wear a mask on my daily walk around the 
Loop but I know when I wear my mask, I am not only 
protecting myself but also you and anyone I walk by 
or see in any store. As Catholics we profess a 
profound belief in the sanctity of ALL life, of ALL 
God's creation. May each one of us take responsibility 
in our part of the world to protect life and help 
prevent the spread of this coronavirus..... Let us all do 
our part and Wear a mask. Wash our hands. And take 
care of our health. 
 

Fr. Michael 
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St. Peter’s Church Mass Schedule 
 

Mondays through Fridays 
 Mass Times: 11:40 am & 1:15 pm 

Church Open for Mass 11:15 am until 2:15 pm 
 

Sundays 
Mass Times: 9 am and 11 am 

Church Open for Mass 8:30 am until 12:30 pm 
 

A reservation is required to attend Mass. 
Please call the Church Office at 312-372-5111 
Monday-Friday between 9:00 am and 6:00 pm 
or on Saturday between 10:30 am and 4:30 
pm. 
 

Confession 
 

Mondays through Saturdays 
10:30 am until 3 pm 

Room B in the Lower Level Auditorium 
 
 

For further information please view the 
website www.stptersloop.org or call 
312-372-5111. 
 

Everyone entering the building must wear a face mask 
at all times and practice social distancing. 

Zoom Mass Schedulelee 
 

St. Peter's Fr. Ed Shea, O.F.M.  
celebrates Mass via Zoom twice on 
Sundays from the Second Floor 
Chapel at St. Peter’s Church. 
4 pm Sundays (English) 
5:30 pm Sundays (Spanish) 

If you would like to attend these Masses on your 
computer or smart device, please use the following 
code: 

 

https://zoom.us/j/7738924134  
 

Password: EdSheaOFM 

PLEASE JOIN US! 
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REGISTER NOW & DONATE TODAY! 

 
 

GO TO 
 

stpetersauction.givesmart.comm 

 

WeWWee’eeeeeeee’’re Going WWeeeeeeeeeee’reeeeeeeeeeeeeeee GGoo
Virtual!

goingg
aall!! 
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STT. PETERERRR’RRR SSSS SSSSSS BOOKOKKOOKK KKK & GIFTFTFT TT SHOPOP 

Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341 rr  LLLL
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Mondays through Saturdays ~ ~~ ~ 10:30 am until 2:30 pmm 
 

g
Sundays ~ 

yy
~~  8:30 am until 12:15 pmmm 

 
 

Over 1,500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards, 
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,  

Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards 

 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to contribute to St. Peter’s 
Church in this time of need, please go to the 
website www.stpetersloop.org and click on 
the Online Giving link. You may also 
contribute via the archdiocesan website at:  

 

www.archchicago.org/support 

Subscribe to the Bulletin Online! 
 

If you would like to receive St. 
Peter’s Church Bulletin 
electronically, please go to 
www.stpetersloop.org. 
Go the Bulletin section on the home 
page and click on the link 
“Subscribe to our Publications”.  
You can sign up to have the 
bulletins emailed to you.  If you are 

coming to St. Peter’s for Mass and Confession, 
bulletins are available at the Security Desk.  

Sponsors & Auction Items Needed 
for Our Virtual Gala! 

 

Please help make this year’s gala a success. We are 
seeking sponsorships and auction items including: 
vacation getaways, unique experiences, dinners, 
gift cards, jewelry, sports memorabilia and golf 
packages. All donations are greatly appreciated 
and tax deductible. 
 

Go to the St. Peter’s Gala website to make a 
donation stpetersauction.givesmart.com. For more 
information, please contact Fr. Mario DiCicco, 
Gala Coordinator at 312-372-5111 or email 
mmdicicco@gmail.com. 



Carolyn Kitty 312-917-1040
Certified Public Accountant

Individual & Small Business Accounting & Tax Service
20 North State Street, Suite 508, Chicago, IL

Email : carolyn@kittycpa.com • www.ckittycpa.com
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•Skilled Nursing •Physical Therapy  
•Occupational Therapy •Speech Therapy 

•Medical Social Worker •Home Health Aide 
“Stay Home With Apple”
773-871-8700

Serving Chicago and Suburbs
www.applehomehealthcare.com

- Burial & Cremation Services 
- Pre-Planning Available 
- Delphine Michalik, Owner & 
   Funeral Director

Family Owned and Operated 
Since 1929

1056 West Chicago Avenue 
(312) 421-0936 

www.michalikfuneralhome.com

35 Years of Family Values and Family Business Offering a Full Range of Investment Services & Advice
Timothy A. Sinal & Theodore A. Sinal, First Vice Presidents/Investments

Three First National Plaza, Suite 2400 • Chicago, Illinois 60602          
(312) 269-0393   sinalta@stifel.com         Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC and NYSE

312 357-0023
5 N. Wabash Ave, Suite 802 

Chicago, IL 60602
www.mtusa.com

Mary ElizabEth KopKo 

Attorney At LAw

McBreen & Kopko, LLP
Social Security Disability 
(no fee unless successful) 

1525 East 53rd Street, Suite 709 
Chicago, Illinois 60615

(773) 752-2526 
(773) 752-2636 

Fax: (773) 752-4287

ED THE PLUMBER 
ED THE CARPENTER 

Best Work • Best Rate 
Satisfaction Guaranteed As 
We Do All Our Own Work 

$$ Parishioner Discount $$ 
(773) 471-1444

VIVERE 
CANTINA ENOTECA 

THE VILLAGE

71 West Monroe, 
Chicago 

Ph: 312-332-7005
Open 7 days Lunch and Dinner 
www.italianvillage-chicago.com

RESTAURANTS

JOHN STRZYNSKI 
 Attorney at Law

• Wills • Living Trusts 
• Powers of Attorney 

• Guardianships 
• Probate Administration

(312) 223-0540
john@js-law.net

Call for Office or Home Appointment

St. Peter Church
stpetersloop.churchgiving.com

“Mediation to Stay Married”“Mediation to Stay Married”
Struggling marriage? Therapy not working?

Partner refuses therapy?
Try a solution based process.

Save your marriage today.
www.marriage-mediation.comwww.marriage-mediation.com

312-523-2036312-523-2036

A  N E W  WAY  F O R  W E L L N E S S 
Nutraceutical Grade  

ALL Natural PATCHES! 
1500mg CBD, MULTIVITAMIN,  
ENERGY, SLEEP or IMMUNE  

Dfeno.innov8tivenutrition.com 
Darcy Feno 708-785-1559

Call LPi today for advertising info (800) 950-9952

Contact Catherine Gurgul to place an ad today! 
cgurgul@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2496


