
SEPTEMBER 20, 2020 

St. Peter’s Church 
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province 

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196 
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org  

P !"#! S!! P"%! 6  
&'( C)((!*+ #,-!.) ! 

WEEKEND MASSES 
Saturday: 12:00 noon 
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m. 
(Sunday obligation satisfied) 
 

Sundays:  9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,  
                12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m., 
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m. 
 

Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and 
Holiday Schedules. 

 

CONFESSIONS 
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
 

Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m. 
 

Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule. 
 

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER 
 

Mondays & Wednesdays:  
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass 
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after 
every Mass 
Friday:  Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass 
Eucharistic Adoration:  
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m. 
 

Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m. 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m. 
 

Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m. 
 

CHURCH HOURS 
 

Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
 

Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
 

Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m. 



 

Director of Liturgy and Music 
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412 
 

Associate Director of Liturgy and Music 
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 
James Kapellas 312-853-2418 
 

Director of Environment and Sacristan 
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254 
 

Programs Director 
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Communications & Events Director   
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376 
 

Director of Public Safety 
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334 
 

Business Manager 
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Young Adult Ministry 
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134 
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ST. PETER’S STAFF 

 Friar Confessors & Staff: 
 
 

Fr. Michael Fowler O.F.M., Pastor 
Fr. Johnpaul Cafiero O.F.M. 
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M. 
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M. 
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M. 
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M 
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M. 
Fr. James Hoffman O.F.M. 
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M. 
Br. William Lanning O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M. 
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M. 
Fr. George Musial O.F.M. 
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M. 
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M. 
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M. 

 

Part-time Friar Staff: 
 

Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M. 
Fr. Abraham Joseph O.F.M. 

 

In Residence: 
 

Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M. 
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M. 
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M. 
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M. 
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M. 
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M. 
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M. 
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M. 

FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF 

Saints’ Days and Observances 
 

Sun., September 20:      25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
    
Mon., September 21:     St. Matthew 
   
Tues., September 22:     Ordinary Time                              
                     
Wed., September 23:     St. Pius of Pietrelcina 
    
Thurs., September 24:  Ordinary Time 
 
Fri., September 25:       Ordinary Time 
 
Sat., September 26:       Ordinary Time 

Catholic Resourceses 
 

Please view the following websites for daily Mass, prayers 
and spiritual support: 

www.archchicago.org 
 

www.vatican.va 
 

www.usccb.org 
 

www.catholictv.org 
 

www.ewtn.com 
 

www.relevantradio.com 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
 

Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to 
St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts are 
essential to our ministry, and we are grateful. 
 
Weekly Goal .............................................. .$   12,000 
Aug. 30-Sept. 5          Total ………………$     1,497 
                                    Difference…………$ - 10,503 
Weekly Goal .............................................. .$   12,000 
Sept. 6-12                   Total ………………$     1,357 
                                    Difference…………$ - 10,643 
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR 
W hen I arrived at St. Peter's a few months ago, Fr. Kurt was 
most generous in helping me start to 
understand many of the important 
items to know about ministry here at 
the church. In the midst of the many 
restrictions due to the coronavirus, 

the church I moved into as pastor was unlike the church 
I knew of a few years ago when I lived in Chicago. Fr. 
Kurt, thoughtfully, left a series of church bulletins from 
the past few years in my office. I was looking at a few 
copies from last fall and I am struck by how many 
things were happening here at the church in 2019 and 
what few things we are able to offer this fall of 2020 
due to the coronavirus.  
 

   While what we can offer this fall of 2020 is reduced 
from what we offered in other years, the friars, lay staff 
and volunteers, in light of Archdiocese and city health 
department guidelines, continue to offer the ministry of 
the Church to those who come to St. Peter's. We 
celebrate two Masses a day Monday - Friday and two 
Masses on Sundays. The opportunity to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) is available 
Monday - Saturday from 10:30 am until 3:00pm. Our 
gift shop and Catholic book store is open Monday - 
Saturday from 10:30 am until 2:30 pm. It is also open 
on Sundays from 8:30 am until 12:15 pm. With our 
inability to gather in large groups at this time, perhaps 
you might want to read and reflect yourself on some 
aspect of our faith. The St. Peter's bookstore staff are 
available to offer you some suggestions on a good book 
to read. 
 

Our great staff is working on 
various creative ways to 
ontinue St. Peter's tradition of 
making available opportunities 
to grow in our faith. Please 

check out (elsewhere in this bulletin) information about 
how to participate in the Little Rock Scripture Study. 
Though we can't meet in a group at this time we are 
offering the program through ZOOM. Fr. Derran 
(Program Director for St. Peter's) and Jo Ann Bednar 
(Communications Director) will be offering this 
excellent way to learn more about Scripture beginning 
September 25 and continuing until December 18. 
Contact them to learn more about this scripture study 
and to register to participate. 
 

   Fr. Derran and Jo Ann are planning other programs in 
coming weeks for learning more about our faith and life 
in Christ. While we look forward to the time when we 
can gather together as a group to share our faith for now 

we will use various media in order to continue our long 
tradition of programs to grow in our faith. 

 
From the earliest days of the 
Church there have been guides 
who have helped others to grow 
deeper in their faith. These 
spiritual guides have helped 

countless people to come closer to Christ and one 
another. We are blessed here at St. Peter's to have two 
people who have studied spiritual direction and are able 
to offer spiritual direction to others who wish to deepen 
their faith. Franciscan Sister Fran Sulzer, FSPA and Br. 
Guillermo Morales, OFM have studied to be these 
spiritual guides. Spiritual Direction offers an 
opportunity to talk with a trained guide about our 
relationship with God and with others. More 
information about Spiritual Direction will be found 
elsewhere in this bulletin. 
 

   As we all know the impact of the coronavirus has not 
only limited the ministry and activities at church it has 
also reduced the number of people in the Loop and 
visitors to the City. The impact of this virus has affected 
not only our social life but also our financial life. Many, 
many people have been out of work these past months. 
While various government relief dollars have helped 
ease the burden on a lot of people the fear of not being 
able to pay rent, mortgages, utility bills or even getting 
food for their family continues to be a reality for many 
people in our country and city.  
 

   As I write these thoughts it appears that the US 
Congress is deadlocked on finding any way to further 
help people at this time. Though there are probably 
good reasons for this deadlock I find it unbelievable in 
this the strongest nation in the world that our elected 
representatives CANNOT find some way to ease the 
burden of so many people who are hurting financially 
because of this virus. 
 

   If you have been checking the weekly report on 
finances here at St. Peter's you will have noticed that 
our weekly income is usually less than $2,000 a week. 
With fewer people at Masses and fewer people in the 
Loop at this time it is not surprising that our income is 
also low. 
 

   I would like to publicly thank our very generous 
benefactors who have sent in extra donations to help us 
maintain our ministry in these difficult times. Your 
generosity, no matter how large or small all adds up so 
we can meet our financial obligations of salaries, 
utilities and other expenses to keep St. Peter's Church 
working and open for all who come. 
 

Continued on page 4 
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   As we have been announcing for the past few weeks 
our annual Church Gala to support the ministry of St. 
Peter's Church will be virtual this year due to the 
coronavirus. This year, especially in light of the 
financial struggles in the country due to the coronavirus 
and it's impact upon the nation and church the 2020 
Gala is very important for the ministry of St. Peter's in 
the Loop. Please go to: stpetersauction.givesmart.com 
for more information and to register for the Gala. You 
will also find information on the church web site at 
www.stpetersloop.org 
 

   I am sure you have also noticed that we have had a 
number of second collections lately. Because churches 
were closed and Masses suspended the Archdiocese 
recently sent out an updated and revised schedule for 
special collections. Three weeks ago we had a collection 
for Catholic Charities, last week a collection for the 
Shrines and Ministries in the Holy Land and this 
weekend is a collection for the education of 
seminarians, our future priests in the Archdiocese. Your 
donations help to support these worthy causes. 

 

While we will not be able to have 
our many activities and services 
this year, as we have done in 
previous years for the feast of St. 
Francis of Assisi, I still encourage 
you to join us as we celebrate the 
Solemnity of St. Francis by 
attending Mass on Sunday, October 
4 at 9:00 am or 11:00 am. We will 
also have our annual Blessing of 

animals in front of church on the feast of St. Francis. 
We will announce the time of the blessing in next 
weekend's bulletin. 
 

   Congratulations and God's blessings upon Br. Marc 
Sheckells, OFM who will be ordained a deacon on 
Saturday, September 26 at St. Clare of Montefalco 
Church. He is preparing for ordination to the priesthood 
at Catholic Theological Union (CTU) in Hyde Park. 
Please keep Br Marc in your prayers and also pray for 
Br. Erlison Campos, OFM and Br. Vagner Ferreira, 
OFM as they continue their theological studies at CTU 
this fall. 
 

Fr. Michael 
FRIAR-ARTIST 
 

Fr. Jerry Bleem, OFM is a well-
known artist and member of the 
Franciscans of Sacred Heart 
Province. He presently is an 
Associate Professor at the School of 
the Art Institute of Chicago. He 
writes a monthly column, "Eye of the 
Beholder" for US Catholic Magazine 

and helps in a variety of ministries in the Chicago area. 
The Riverside Arts Center in Riverside, Illinois has a 
solo exhibition of his artistic work, "STILL" until 
October 17, 2020. You will find more information and 
details by going to the following web site: 
www.riversideartscenter.com/
freearksculpturegarden/2020/7/6/jerrybleem 
I encourage you to visit this exhibit by Fr. Jerry. 
 

MORE FRIAR NEWS 
 

Br. Marc Sheckells, OFM, who is in 
residence here at St. Peter's, is our 
Guest Master, works in the office and 
is studying for the priesthood at 
Catholic Theological Union in Hyde 
Park will be ordained a transitional 
deacon on Saturday, September 26. 
God willing Br. Marc will be ordained 
a priest in the coming year. Please 

keep him and the other religious who will be ordained 
deacon in your prayers. May God bless Br. Marc as he 
is ordained deacon and guide him as he prepares for 
ordination as priest. 
 

SECOND & SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
 

The weekend of 
September 20 is the 
annual Archdiocese 
Seminarian Education 
Collection to support 
the education of 
seminarians for the 

Archdiocese of Chicago. Peter's Pence is scheduled for 
October 4. Throughout the world the weekend of 
October 18 World Mission Sunday is celebrated and the 
second collection is to help fund the work of 
missionaries throughout the world. 
 

   As we all struggle to fund our expenses your generous 
financial support for St. Peter's Church helps us to 
continue to offer Masses and confessions here at the 
church. Your donations to the second collections helps 
those special ministries to continue in this time of 
limited resources.  
 

   May God bless your generosity. Your financial help 
has allowed St. Peter's to continue to be here for you, 
even if on a limited basis at this time. The Franciscans 
and staff keep you in our prayers each day. Let us all 
continue to pray for those who suffer from the 
coronavirus and that soon the danger of this disease may 
be greatly lessened. 
 

Fr. Michael 
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THIS WEEK’S 
SCRIPTURE STUDY 

Mt. 18:21-35  
 

   Several years ago I wrote 
a column on this Gospel.  
Hurricane Katrina had just 
battered her way across 
New Orleans leaving tens 
of thousands of people 
displaced, many finding 
themselves far removed from the city they called 
home.  One group boarded an airplane, thinking they 
were heading for Texas, only to find that they were 
actually going to Utah.  This group of mostly-Baptist 
African Americans was faced with the prospect of 
living among a largely white, mostly-Mormon 
population.  Surely one could not have arrived later in 
the day than this! 
   

   Matthew’s Gospel about the landowner and the 
laborers used to really bother me.  Having worked in 
office administration for years I’m aware of the 
tensions that can arise when one employee thinks that 
another, newer employee is being paid more than 
they.  And the disciples could probably relate to this 
way of thinking as well.  But then Jesus came and set 
out another way of thinking.  What if, instead of 
focusing on the complaint of the worker, we were to 
focus on the generosity of the landowner? 
 

   Before the hurricane hit, the population of New 
Orleans, like that of any large city, pretty much 
hummed along to its own rhythm.  People lived where 
they had always lived, workers who had been there 
since dawn.  But then most of those workers had to be 
relocated.  Some, able to evacuate under their own 
power, arrived in their new vineyard about nine 
o’clock.  Others, having ridden out the storm but 
leaving in time to escape the flooding, came to the 
vineyard around noon, or perhaps 3:00.  But the last 
group, those who huddled in public buildings and 
hospitals, in attics and on overpasses waiting for help, 
arrived much later in the day.  And to our nation’s 
credit, instead of grumbling our citizens generously 
opened their arms to them. 
 

   “Are you envious because I am generous?”  The 
answer must continue to be a resounding “No!” The 
Body of Christ must continue to reach out to the Body 
of Christ.  And “Thus, the last [to leave] will be 
first…”, even if they arrive in the vineyard long after 
dark.          

                   By Vinal Van Benthem ofs 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

As we all know the coronavirus continues to infect 
people throughout the world. Health authorities tell us 
that the most important thing each of us can do to help 
prevent the spread of this disease is to wear a mask, 
wash our hands frequently and avoid close contact with 
large crowds. We here at St. Peter's (following 
Archdiocese and local health department guidelines) are 
doing all we can to make sure it is as safe as possible for 
anyone who wishes to come to Mass or go to 
confession.  
 

An important part of insuring the safety of everyone 
who comes to St. Peter's are our dedicated volunteers 
who help our security team with welcoming folks to the 
church, taking touchless temperatures and making sure 
everyone who comes has a mask. Our greeters for the 
Masses help direct people to our pews, guide them for 
receiving communion and welcome all who come to 
Mass in church. 
 

As the restrictive guidelines continue we have become 
aware that we need a few more volunteers to help with 
welcoming people to the church, help with directing 
people who have come for confession to their place and 
volunteers to help as ushers for the Masses. If you are 
able and willing to help as a volunteer please contact 
James Kapellas at 312-853-2418. Your  assistance will 
help us to continue to offer people an opportunity for 
confession and an opportunity to come to Mass on 
weekdays and weekends. 
 

I also offer you a gentle reminder that it is now 
mandatory to wear a mask in stores and even on the city 
streets. As I go for my daily walk in the Loop I am 
seeing more and more folks not wearing a mask. I don't 
like to have to wear a mask on my daily walks but I 
know when I wear my mask, I am not only protecting 
myself but also you and anyone I walk by or see in any 
store. As Catholics we profess a profound belief in the 
sanctity of ALL life, of ALL God's creation. May each 
one of us take responsibility in our part of the world to 
protect life and help prevent the spread of this 
coronavirus..... Let us all do our part and Wear a mask. 
Wash our hands. And take care of our health and the 
health of others. 
 

Fr. Michael 
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St. Peter’s Church Mass Schedule 
 

Mondays through Fridays 
 Mass Times: 11:40 am & 1:15 pm 

Church Open for Mass 11:15 am until 2:15 pm 
 

Sundays 
Mass Times: 9 am and 11 am 

Church Open for Mass 8:30 am until 12:30 pm 
 

A reservation is required to attend Mass. 
Please call the Church Office at 312-372-5111 
Monday-Friday between 9:00 am and 6:00 pm 
or on Saturday between 10:30 am and 4:30 
pm. 
 

Confession 
 

Mondays through Saturdays 
10:30 am until 3 pm 

Room B in the Lower Level Auditorium 
 
 

For further information please view the 
website www.stptersloop.org or call 
312-372-5111. 
 

Everyone entering the building must wear a face mask 
at all times and practice social distancing. 

 

Sponsors & Auction Items Needed 
for Our Virtual Gala! 

 
Please help make this year’s gala a success. We are 
seeking sponsorships and auction items including: 
vacation getaways, unique experiences, dinners, 
gift cards, jewelry, sports memorabilia and golf 
packages. All donations are greatly appreciated 
and tax deductible. 
 

Go to the St. Peter’s Gala website to make a 
donation stpetersauction.givesmart.com. For more 
information, please contact Fr. Mario DiCicco, 
Gala Coordinator at 312-372-5111 or email 
mmdicicco@gmail.com. 

PLEASE JOIN US! 
 

 

 

 
REGISTER NOW & DONATE TODAY! 

 
 

GO TO 
 

stpetersauction.givesmart.comm 

Auction Bidding 
Begins October 5  

10 am! 
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Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341 rr  LLLL
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Mondays through Saturdays ~ ~~ ~ 10:30 am until 2:30 pmm 
 

g
Sundays ~ 

yy
~~  8:30 am until 12:15 pmmm 

 
 

Over 1,500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards, 
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,  

Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Register Online Now 

for the Fall 2020 Session 
Program will take place via ZOOM! 

 

LRSS resumes in an online educational format this fall.  
Fr. Derran Combs, O.F.M., Ph.D. will facilitate most of 
the ZOOM sessions. The scripture study continues with 
the second half of Matthew’s gospel. 
 

Before tuning into the Little Rock ZOOM live sessions, 
registered participants are asked to prepare by 
reading the assigned lessons in advance from the 
textbook.  During the sessions, the facilitator will lead a 
discussion by inviting the participants to share their 
own insights and experiences with the other 
members.  The process concludes with prayer.  
 

Meeting Time and Dates: 
 

Fridays, 12:15-1 pm 
 

Sept. 25; Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; 
Nov. 6, 13, 20; Dec. 4, 11, 18 
 

$12 Program Fee payable by cash or check includes 
book.  Please register online stpetersloop.org or contact 
Jo Ann Bednar at 312-853-2376; or email 
joannstpeters@gmail.com. 

ZOOM Mass Schedule—Sundays at 5 pm 
 

As we continue to face the 
coronavirus pandemic, we will 
also continue to celebrate a 
weekly Mass on ZOOM here at 
St. Peter's. Father Ed Shea 
OFM will celebrate the Mass 
every Sunday at 5:00 pm until 
further notice. To access the 

ZOOM Mass, use the following Code and 
Password:      https://zoom.us/j/7738924134  

 

Password: EdSheaOFM 

St. Peter’s Young Adults 
SPYA 

  

Meet Mondays, 5:30-7 pm 
Via ZOOM 

 

To access the ZOOM Meeting, use the 
following Code: https://zoom.us/j/7738924134 
Password: EdSheaOFM 



Carolyn Kitty 312-917-1040
Certified Public Accountant

Individual & Small Business Accounting & Tax Service
20 North State Street, Suite 508, Chicago, IL

Email : carolyn@kittycpa.com • www.ckittycpa.com
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•Skilled Nursing •Physical Therapy  
•Occupational Therapy •Speech Therapy 

•Medical Social Worker •Home Health Aide 
“Stay Home With Apple”
773-871-8700

Serving Chicago and Suburbs
www.applehomehealthcare.com

- Burial & Cremation Services 
- Pre-Planning Available 
- Delphine Michalik, Owner & 
   Funeral Director

Family Owned and Operated 
Since 1929

1056 West Chicago Avenue 
(312) 421-0936 

www.michalikfuneralhome.com

35 Years of Family Values and Family Business Offering a Full Range of Investment Services & Advice
Timothy A. Sinal & Theodore A. Sinal, First Vice Presidents/Investments

Three First National Plaza, Suite 2400 • Chicago, Illinois 60602          
(312) 269-0393   sinalta@stifel.com         Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC and NYSE

312 357-0023
5 N. Wabash Ave, Suite 802 

Chicago, IL 60602
www.mtusa.com

Mary ElizabEth KopKo 

Attorney At LAw

McBreen & Kopko, LLP
Social Security Disability 
(no fee unless successful) 

1525 East 53rd Street, Suite 709 
Chicago, Illinois 60615

(773) 752-2526 
(773) 752-2636 

Fax: (773) 752-4287

ED THE PLUMBER 
ED THE CARPENTER 

Best Work • Best Rate 
Satisfaction Guaranteed As 
We Do All Our Own Work 

$$ Parishioner Discount $$ 
(773) 471-1444

VIVERE 
CANTINA ENOTECA 

THE VILLAGE

71 West Monroe, 
Chicago 

Ph: 312-332-7005
Open 7 days Lunch and Dinner 
www.italianvillage-chicago.com

RESTAURANTS

JOHN STRZYNSKI 
 Attorney at Law

• Wills • Living Trusts 
• Powers of Attorney 

• Guardianships 
• Probate Administration

(312) 223-0540
john@js-law.net

Call for Office or Home Appointment

St. Peter Church
stpetersloop.churchgiving.com

“Mediation to Stay Married”“Mediation to Stay Married”
Struggling marriage? Therapy not working?

Partner refuses therapy?
Try a solution based process.

Save your marriage today.
www.marriage-mediation.comwww.marriage-mediation.com

312-523-2036312-523-2036

A  N E W  WAY  F O R  W E L L N E S S 
Nutraceutical Grade  

ALL Natural PATCHES! 
1500mg CBD, MULTIVITAMIN,  
ENERGY, SLEEP or IMMUNE  

Dfeno.innov8tivenutrition.com 
Darcy Feno 708-785-1559

Call LPi today for advertising info (800) 950-9952
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