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St. Peter’s Church 
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province 

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196 
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org  
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WEEKEND MASSES 
Saturday: 12:00 noon 
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m. 
(Sunday obligation satisfied) 
 

Sundays:  9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,  
                12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m., 
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m. 
 

Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and 
Holiday Schedules. 

 

CONFESSIONS 
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
 

Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m. 
 

Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule. 
 

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER 
 

Mondays & Wednesdays:  
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass 
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after 
every Mass 
Friday:  Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass 
Eucharistic Adoration:  
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m. 
 

Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m. 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m. 
 

Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m. 
 

CHURCH HOURS 
 

Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
 

Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
 

Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m. 

Feast of St. Francisiissiiiisiiiisss F f F
Sunday, October 4thttthhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh 



Pastor 
Fr. Michael J. Fowler O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Business Manager 
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Programs Director 
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Director of Public Safety 
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334 
 

Communications & Events Director   
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376 
 

Young Adult Ministry 
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134 
 

Director of Liturgy and Music 
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412 
 

Associate Director of Liturgy and Music 
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 
James Kapellas 312-853-2418 
 

Director of Environment and Sacristan 
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254 
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ST. PETER’S STAFF 

 Friar Confessors & Staff: 
 
 

Fr. Michael Fowler O.F.M., Pastor 
Fr. Johnpaul Cafiero O.F.M. 
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M. 
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M. 
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M. 
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M 
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M. 
Fr. James Hoffman O.F.M. 
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M. 
Br. William Lanning O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M. 
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M. 
Fr. George Musial O.F.M. 
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M. 
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M. 
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M. 

 

Part-time Friar Staff: 
 

Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M. 
Fr. Abraham Joseph O.F.M. 

 

In Residence: 
 

Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M. 
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M. 
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M. 
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M. 
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M. 
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M. 
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M. 
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M. 

FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF 

Saints’ Days and Observances 
 

Sun., October 4:      Our  Holy Father  Francis of Assisi  
     
Mon., October 5:     Ordinary Time  
   
Tues., October 6:     Ordinary Time                             
                     
Wed., October 7:     Our  Lady of the Rosary 
    
Thurs., October 8:   Ordinary Time 
 
Fri., October 9:        Ordinary Time 
 
Sat., October 10:      Ordinary Time 

Catholic Resourceses 
Please view the following websites for daily Mass, prayers 
and spiritual support: 

www.archchicago.org 
 

www.vatican.va 
 

www.usccb.org 
 

www.catholictv.org 
 

www.ewtn.com 
 

www.relevantradio.com 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
 

Many thanks to those of you who have contributed 
to St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts 
are essential to our ministry, and we are grateful. 
 
Weekly Goal .............................................. .$  12,000 
Sept. 20-26                  Total ……………...$    1,192 
                                     Difference…….......$ -10,808 
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR 
T oday we celebrate the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, who in his 
life showed care and concern for all, 
especially the poor. He reverenced 
God’s hand in all creation. He lived 
his life so faithfully to that of Christ 
that he is called alter Christus, 

another Christ. As we honor this saint known 
throughout the world, I urge everyone to pray and work 
hard for a deeper respect for all of God’s creation, all of 
life. Francis began life in a small Italian town that saw 
war and destruction constantly. He lived in a time of 
scandal in the Church and in society. Francis' approach 
to the many problems and issues of medieval Italy can 
also teach us much about being faithful to the Gospel in 
our own turbulent times.  
 

Francis heard God's call in the small 
church of San Damiano on the outskirts 
of Assisi. Gazing upon the large cross in 
the church he heard God, Francis, go and 
repair my house which, as you see, is 
falling completely into ruin. Initially 
Francis thought God wanted him to 
repair the physical church where he was 
praying. However, under the guidance of 
God's Holy Spirit, Francis realized his 
real task was to bring healing and repair 

to a broken Church. Under God’s inspiration he brought 
peace and respect between all classes of people. God 
continues to call us to do no less…..respecting all of life 
in the world, in our country and right here in the 
Chicago area.  
 

   St. Francis in the last days of his life said, I have done 
my part; may Christ teach you yours. (2Cel.214) As 
Catholics our part..... our task is to Respect Life! In his 
second encyclical, Laudato Si, On Care for Our 
Common Home, Pope Francis has reminded all of us 
that we are bound together as brothers and sisters on our 
planet earth. And as human beings made in the image of 
God we are charged to be concerned for sister earth” 
and every living thing that dwells here, especially the 
poorest and most vulnerable. As the Pope wrote, In the 
heart of this world, the Lord of life, who loves us so 
much is always present. God does not abandon us, he 
does not leave us alone, for God has united himself 
definitively to our earth, and God’s love constantly 
impels us to find new ways forward. 
 

   If you have not read the Pope’s Encyclical, Laudato 
Si, I encourage you to read it. It is available on the 
Vatican web site or copies may be obtain through our 
St. Peter's Bookstore or your favorite book seller. The 
month of October calls us to honor and respect ALL of 

God’s creation. With an increasing awareness that many 
of our human activities are negatively impacting our 
mother earth, Pope Francis has called all inhabitants of 
the earth to do whatever we can to preserve and protect 
our planet. Why not begin reading this important 
reflection from Pope Francis during October, Respect 
Life month? Perhaps you will be moved to do your part 
in respecting God's gift to us of life here upon planet 
Earth. 
 

   As many scientists, climatologists, meteorologists, 
farmers and others have urgently reminded us, our 
planet Earth is in trouble through increasing climate 
change and environmental crises in our time. The rapid 
increase in wildfires in many places of the world, the 
increasing amount and strength of tropical storms, 
hurricanes, tornados, heavy rain and drought in many 
places should be a cause for concern and warning for us 
to address the increasing danger to not only our human 
life but all life on our planet. As I noted above Pope 
Francis has been deeply concerned for God's creation 
and our life here on the earth.  St. Francis (patron of the 
environment) saw God's presence in not only other 
human beings but in all of God's creation. 
 

   In this Respect Life month, in the midst of all the 
difficulties we today face in our daily life, I would like 
to encourage you to read and reflect upon the thoughts 
of another Pope. In the Farewell Address Pope John 
Paul II gave to the USA after his visit here in 1987, his 
words challenged us 33 years ago and they present us 
today with challenges for our times. 
 

Farewell Address of Pope JP-II 9/19/1987 
America the beautiful! So, you sing in one of your 
national songs. Yes, America, you are beautiful indeed, 
and blessed in so many ways:  
 

in your majestic mountains and fertile plains;  
in the goodness and sacrifice hidden in your teeming 
cities and expanding suburbs;  
in your genius for invention and for splendid progress;  
in the power that you use for service and in the wealth 
that you share with others; 
in what you give to your own, and in what you do for 
others beyond your borders;  
in how you serve, and in how you keep alive the flame of 
hope in many hearts;  
in your quest for excellence and in your desire to right 
all wrongs.  
 

Yes, America, all this belongs to you. But your greatest 
beauty and your richest blessing is found in the human 
person: in each man, woman and child, in every 
immigrant, in every native-born son and daughter.  
For this reason, America, your deepest identity and 
truest character as a nation is revealed in the position 

Continued on page 4 
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you take towards the human person. The ultimate test of 
your greatness in the way you treat every human being, 
but especially the weakest and most defenseless ones.  
 

The best traditions of your land presume respect for 
those who cannot defend themselves. If you want equal 
justice for all, and true freedom and lasting peace, then, 
America, defend life! All the great causes that are yours 
today will have meaning only to the extent that you 
guarantee the right to life and protect the human 
person:  
 

feeding the poor and welcoming refugees;  
reinforcing the social fabric of this nation;  
promoting the true advancement of women;  
securing the rights of minorities;  
pursuing disarmament, while guaranteeing legitimate 
defense; all this will succeed only if respect for life and 
its protection by the law is granted to every human 
being from conception until natural death.  

 

Every human person - no matter how 
vulnerable or helpless, no matter how 
young or how old, no matter how 
healthy, handicapped or sick, no 
matter how useful or productive for 
society - is a being of inestimable 
worth created in the image and 
likeness of God. This is the dignity of 
America, the reason she exists, the 
condition for her survival-yes, the 

ultimate test of her greatness: to respect every human 
person, especially the weakest and most defenseless 
ones, those as yet unborn.  
 

   With these sentiments of love and hope for America, I 
now say goodbye in words that I spoke once before: 
"Today, therefore, my final prayer is this: that God will 
bless America, so that she may increasingly become - 
and truly be - and long remain one Nation, under God, 
indivisible. With liberty and justice for all." 
 

      We hear a lot of talk about respecting life but the   
challenge for each of us who follow Jesus is to not only 
speak the words of respect but to promote and be people 
who respect all of life. I conclude with these words of 
Pope Francis, from his Apostolic Exhortation, 
Gaudete et Exsultate, that, Our defense of the 
innocent unborn, for example, needs to be clear, firm 
and passionate, for at stake is the dignity of a human 
life, which is always sacred and demands love for each 
person, regardless of his or her stage of development. 
Equally sacred, however, are the lives of the poor, those 
already born, the destitute, the abandoned and the 
underprivileged, the vulnerable infirm and elderly 
exposed to covert euthanasia, the victims of human 
trafficking, new forms of slavery, and every form of 
rejection." (Gaudete et Exsultate, 84) 
 

If you would like to read more about St. 
Francis of Assisi or learn more about 
some of the Papal documents I 
mentioned, you may purchase copies 
about these topics and many other 
religious themes in our St. Peter's Book 
& Gift Store. 
 
Fr. Michael 
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THIS WEEK’S 
SCRIPTURE STUDY 

Mt. 21:33-43 
 

   About a year ago Nancy 
found a new doctor.  
Well, maybe not ‘new’ in 
the usual sense of the 
word.  But he was 
definitely ‘found’.  
Actually, he had been 
Nancy’s doctor before – 
until she received a notice from his practice group 
informing her that she must choose a new doctor.  No 
one seemed willing or able to tell Nancy where her 
old doctor had gone so she assumed that he had left 
the area or was, perhaps, no longer practicing 
medicine. 
 

   Then one day Nancy and a friend were discussing 
doctors (as people of a certain age are wont to do).  
When Nancy mentioned her ‘lost’ doctor’s name her 
friend informed her that not only was her doctor not 
‘lost’, he was still in practice and Nancy could find his 
office not far from where she lived!  Nancy had not 
been notified of this because her doctor had entered 
into an agreement with his previous employer and, 
being an honest and ethical practitioner, had made no 
effort to take any of his patients with him.   
 

  I’m certain that, had Nancy not had that conversation 
with her friend, her doctor would have remained quite 
‘lost’ to her rather than break his prior agreement.  He 
appreciated the fact that his previous employers had 
invested much time and effort in him and that it was 
largely because of them that he was able to open an 
office of his own.  And while he looked forward to the 
prospect of being in private practice he also respected 
his previous employers too much to destroy what they 
had planted.    
   Unfortunately, not everyone is so honest.  We’ve all 
heard about employers who train and mentor their 
employees in good faith, believing that they will stay 
and produce good fruit for the company only to have 
them resign, leaving a shambles of deleted files and 
empty drawers behind while taking the product of the 
company’s investment with them.  “Come, let us kill 
him and acquire his inheritance.”  Who are the people 
who have helped us to become successful in our 
work?  How have we chosen to repay their efforts?     
    

                      By Vinal Van Benthem ofs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An important part of insuring the safety of everyone 
who comes to St. Peter's are our dedicated volunteers 
who help our security team with welcoming folks to 
the church, taking touchless temperatures and making 
sure everyone who comes has a mask. Our greeters 
for the Masses help direct people to our pews, guide 
them for receiving communion and welcome all who 
come to Mass in church. 
 

As the restrictive guidelines continue we have become 
aware that we need a few more volunteers to help 
with welcoming people to the church, help with 
directing people who have come for confession to 
their place and volunteers to help as ushers for the 
Masses. If you are able and willing to help as a 
volunteer please contact James Kapellas at 312-
853-2418. Your assistance will help us to continue to 
offer people an opportunity for confession and an 
opportunity to come to Mass on weekdays and 
weekends. 
 

Fr. Michael 
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St. Peter’s Church Mass Schedule 
 

Mondays through Fridays 
 Mass Times: 11:40 am & 1:15 pm 

Church Open for Mass 11:15 am until 2:15 pm 
 

Sundays 
Mass Times: 9 am and 11 am 

Church Open for Mass 8:30 am until 12:30 pm 
 

A reservation is required to attend Mass. 
Please call the Church Office at 312-372-5111 
Monday-Friday between 9:00 am and 6:00 pm 
or on Saturday between 10:30 am and 4:30 
pm. 
 

Confession 
 

Mondays through Saturdays 
10:30 am until 3 pm 

Room B in the Lower Level Auditorium 
 
 

For further information please view the 
website www.stptersloop.org or call 
312-372-5111. 
 

Everyone entering the building must wear a face mask 
at all times and practice social distancing. 

PLEASE JOIN US! 
 

 

 

 
REGISTER NOW & DONATE TODAY! 

 
 

GO TO 
 

stpetersauction.givesmart.comm 

Auction Bidding 
Begins October 5  

10 am! 

 

REGISTER NOW!W! R
 
 

  
 
 

ST. PETERRRRR’RR’’’’S VIRTUAL GALAAA 
 

Auction Bidding Begins 
October 5th at 10 am 

 

Live Streaming of Gala  
October 10th 5:30-8:30 pm 

 

You must register to bid on auction items 
and view the live streaming of the event. 
 

To register please go to:  
 

stpetersauction.givesmart.com 
 

Thank you for your support! 
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Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341 rr  LLLL
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Mondays through Saturdays ~ ~~ ~ 10:30 am until 2:30 pmm 
 

g
Sundays ~ 

yy
~~  8:30 am until 12:15 pmmm 

 
 

Over 1,500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards, 
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,  

Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards 

Register Online 
for the 2020 
Fall Session 

Program will take 
place via ZOOM! 

 

LRSS resumes in an online educational format this fall.  
Fr. Derran Combs, O.F.M., Ph.D. will facilitate most of 
the ZOOM sessions. The scripture study continues with 
the second half of Matthew’s gospel. 
 

Before tuning into the Little Rock ZOOM live sessions, 
registered participants are asked to prepare by 
reading the assigned lessons in advance from the 
textbook.  During the sessions, the facilitator will lead a 
discussion by inviting the participants to share their 
own insights and experiences with the other 
members.  The process concludes with prayer.  
 

Meeting Time and Dates: 
 

Fridays, 12:15-1 pm 
 

Oct. 9, 16, 23, 30; 
Nov. 6, 13, 20; Dec. 4, 11, 18 
 

$12 Program Fee payable by cash or check includes 
book.  Please register online stpetersloop.org or contact 
Jo Ann Bednar at 312-853-2376; or email 
joannstpeters@gmail.com. 

ZOOM Mass Schedule 
Sundays at 5 pm 

 

As we continue to face the 
coronavirus pandemic, we will 
also continue to celebrate a 
weekly Mass on ZOOM here at 
St. Peter's. Father Ed Shea 
OFM will celebrate the Mass 

every Sunday at 5:00 pm until further notice. To 
access the ZOOM Mass, use the following Code 
and Password: 
 

https://zoom.us/j/7738924134  
 

Password: EdSheaOFM 

St. Peter’s Young Adults 
SPYA 

  

Meets Mondays, 5:30-7 pm 
Via ZOOM 

 

To access the ZOOM Meeting, use the 
following Code: 

https://zoom.us/j/7738924134  
Password: EdSheaOFM 

Coming October 6th ~ Catholicism Today Series 
 

Go to stpetersloop.org and click on link to St. Peter’s Church YouTube Channel 
 

A fall lecture series that explores the question, “What does it mean to be ‘Catholic’ today?”  It addresses 
contemporary concerns for Catholics struggling to navigate their faith through difficult times and changing values in 
society.  

October 6—Catholicism Today: The State of Catholicism in the United States 
In this presentation, Fr. Derran Combs, O.F.M., Ph.D. will present an overview of the upcoming lectures in the series 
and the present popular questions concerning Catholic life in the 21st Century.  Some of the topics within the series 
will address the relationship between religion and science, politics, medicine, and ecology.  Catholic involvement in 
ecumenical and interfaith dialogue will also be examined.  The preliminary lecture will also introduce some of the 
latest trends and practices of American Catholics based on recent statistics released by the Center for Applied 
Research Apostolate.  



Carolyn Kitty 312-917-1040
Certified Public Accountant

Individual & Small Business Accounting & Tax Service
20 North State Street, Suite 508, Chicago, IL

Email : carolyn@kittycpa.com • www.ckittycpa.com
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•Skilled Nursing •Physical Therapy  
•Occupational Therapy •Speech Therapy 

•Medical Social Worker •Home Health Aide 
“Stay Home With Apple”
773-871-8700

Serving Chicago and Suburbs
www.applehomehealthcare.com

- Burial & Cremation Services 
- Pre-Planning Available 
- Delphine Michalik, Owner & 
   Funeral Director

Family Owned and Operated 
Since 1929

1056 West Chicago Avenue 
(312) 421-0936 

www.michalikfuneralhome.com

35 Years of Family Values and Family Business Offering a Full Range of Investment Services & Advice
Timothy A. Sinal & Theodore A. Sinal, First Vice Presidents/Investments

Three First National Plaza, Suite 2400 • Chicago, Illinois 60602          
(312) 269-0393   sinalta@stifel.com         Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC and NYSE

312 357-0023
5 N. Wabash Ave, Suite 802 

Chicago, IL 60602
www.mtusa.com

Mary ElizabEth KopKo 

Attorney At LAw

McBreen & Kopko, LLP
Social Security Disability 
(no fee unless successful) 

1525 East 53rd Street, Suite 709 
Chicago, Illinois 60615

(773) 752-2526 
(773) 752-2636 

Fax: (773) 752-4287

ED THE PLUMBER 
ED THE CARPENTER 

Best Work • Best Rate 
Satisfaction Guaranteed As 
We Do All Our Own Work 

$$ Parishioner Discount $$ 
(773) 471-1444

VIVERE 
CANTINA ENOTECA 

THE VILLAGE

71 West Monroe, 
Chicago 

Ph: 312-332-7005
Open 7 days Lunch and Dinner 
www.italianvillage-chicago.com

RESTAURANTS

JOHN STRZYNSKI 
 Attorney at Law

• Wills • Living Trusts 
• Powers of Attorney 

• Guardianships 
• Probate Administration

(312) 223-0540
john@js-law.net

Call for Office or Home Appointment

St. Peter Church
stpetersloop.churchgiving.com

“Mediation to Stay Married”“Mediation to Stay Married”
Struggling marriage? Therapy not working?

Partner refuses therapy?
Try a solution based process.

Save your marriage today.
www.marriage-mediation.comwww.marriage-mediation.com

312-523-2036312-523-2036

A  N E W  WAY  F O R  W E L L N E S S 
Nutraceutical Grade  

ALL Natural PATCHES! 
1500mg CBD, MULTIVITAMIN,  
ENERGY, SLEEP or IMMUNE  

Dfeno.innov8tivenutrition.com 
Darcy Feno 708-785-1559

Call LPi today for advertising info (800) 950-9952

Contact Catherine Gurgul to place an ad today! 
cgurgul@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2496


