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WEEKEND MASSES 
Saturday: 12:00 noon 
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m. 
(Sunday obligation satisfied) 
 

Sundays:  9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,  
                12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m., 
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m. 
 

Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and 
Holiday Schedules. 

 

CONFESSIONS 
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
 

Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m. 
 

Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule. 
 

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER 
 

Mondays & Wednesdays:  
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass 
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after 
every Mass 
Friday:  Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass 
Eucharistic Adoration:  
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m. 
 

Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m. 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m. 
 

Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m. 
 

CHURCH HOURS 
 

Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
 

Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
 

Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m. 



Pastor 
Fr. Michael J. Fowler O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Business Manager 
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Programs Director 
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Director of Public Safety 
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334 
 

Communications & Events Director   
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376 
 

Young Adult Ministry 
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134 
 

Director of Liturgy and Music 
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412 
 

Associate Director of Liturgy and Music 
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 
James Kapellas 312-853-2418 
 

Director of Environment and Sacristan 
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254 
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ST. PETER’S STAFF 

 Friar Confessors & Staff: 
 
 

Fr. Michael Fowler O.F.M., Pastor 
Fr. Don Blaeser O.F.M. 
Fr. Johnpaul Cafiero O.F.M. 
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M. 
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M. 
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M. 
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M 
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M. 
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M. 
Br. William Lanning O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M. 
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M. 
Fr. George Musial O.F.M. 
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M. 
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M. 
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M. 

 

Part-time Friar Staff: 
 

Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M. 
Fr. Abraham Joseph O.F.M. 

 

In Residence: 
 

Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M. 
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M. 
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M. 
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M. 
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M. 
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M. 
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M. 
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M. 

FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF 

Saints’ Days and Observances 
 

Sun., January 3:     The Epiphany of the Lord 
 
Mon., January 4:    St. Elizabeth Ann Seaton 
 
Tues., January 5:    St. John Neumann 
 
Wed., January 6:    Chr istmas Weekday 
 
Thurs., January 7:  Chr istmas Weekday 

 
Fri., January 8:       Christmas Weekday 
 
Sat., January 9:       Christmas Weekday 

Catholic Resourceses 
Please view the following websites for daily Mass, prayers 
and spiritual support: 

www.archchicago.org 
 

www.vatican.va 
 

www.usccb.org 
 

www.catholictv.org 
 

www.ewtn.com 
 

www.relevantradio.com 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
 

Many thanks to those of you who have contributed 
to St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts 
are essential to our ministry, and we are grateful. 
 
Weekly Goal ...............................................$  12,000 
Dec. 13-19                   Total ……………...$    1,453 
                                     Difference…….......$ -10,547 
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR 
T oday, on this feast of the Epiphany, we are reminded by 
the liturgy that Joseph and Mary and 
the child had to escape persecution 
after the visit of the Magi. Today 
throughout the world many people 
also are fleeing persecution, hunger 

and danger and have become refugees and migrants. A 
couple of years ago Pope emeritus Benedict XVI 
remined us that, “…every migrant is a human person 
who, as such, possesses fundamental, inalienable rights 
that must be respected by everyone and in every 
circumstance.” 

 
In the midst of the harsh debate 
and discussion about immigration 
issues in the USA and throughout 
the world, it is important that as 
Catholics we keep before us the 
teachings of the Church and the 
stance of Scripture in addressing 
this issue.  The US Bishops 
Conference in their statement, 
Welcoming Christ in the 
Migrant can help us to look at this 

difficult issue from our Catholic perspective. They 
began that statement by saying,  
 
We live in an age when strangers in our midst have 
become a source of suspicion and fear. Jesus’ command 
for us to welcome these strangers as we would welcome 
him is at odds with much of the prevailing sentiment 
expressed today. Debates over whether and how to 
address the migration phenomenon fill not only the 
halls of government but even community and parish 
halls. The historically generous American spirit has 
been replaced in some quarters with calls for isolation 
and restriction. In this fearful environment, how is a 
Christian to respond? Christ’s call is unchanging: we 
are obliged to welcome the stranger, knowing that 
“whatever you did for one of these least brothers of 
mine, you did for me” (Mt 25:40). A disposition of 
openness and welcoming to the stranger signifies the 
same to Christ himself. Pope Benedict XVI highlights 
the importance of this dynamic in his first encyclical, 
God Is Love (Deus Caritas Est). In it he stressed that 
“love of God and love of neighbor have become one: in 
the least of the brethren we find Jesus himself, and in 
Jesus we find God” (no. 15). [from US Bishops 
Statement on Immigration] 
 
   As we recall the visit of the Magi and the subsequent 
need of Mary and Joseph to flee with the child Jesus 

from their own homeland to Egypt to escape 
persecution may our prayers be for those in our day who 
have had to escape persecution also. May those who 
seek a place to freely express their faith in Christ and 
freedom to express their views find a welcome in each 
of us who try to follow the Gospel ideals of welcome 
and acceptance. Just as many German, Irish, Polish, 
Vietnamese, Filipino and other immigrants found a 
welcome in the Archdiocese in the past so also may 
immigrants today receive that same welcome from all of 
us who profess the name of Catholic in this 21st 
century. 

 
Next weekend we celebrate the feast of 
the Baptism of the Lord and the 
completion of the Christmas season. We 
then return to Ordinary Time in the 
Church's calendar on January 11 until the 
Season of Lent arrives with Ash 
Wednesday on February 17. 
 

   As we begin this New Year of 2021, I wish to express 
a very heartfelt THANK YOU to all who helped with 
our Christmas Season Masses and celebrations. Though 
our celebrations were much simpler due to the COVID 
restrictions we were still able to celebrate the great 
mystery and gift of God becoming human for the 
salvation of the world. I also express a loud THANKS 
to our faithful parish staff, the Franciscan Friars who 
help at St. Peters and all of you who faithfully support 
the ministry here.  

 
I especially want to express deep 
gratitude to all who contributed to 
the Pastor's Christmas Appeal. In 
the midst of the financial 
difficulties of our nation, the 
danger of the COVID virus and 

fewer people in the Loop these days, the generous 
donation of so many of you helps us to continue to 
provide ministry here in the Loop to all who come. To 
all of our faithful benefactors, both those who help 
financially and those who help with the gift of your time 
and service, be assured of our prayers for all of you and 
your family. 
 
   As we begin the new year of 2021 I encourage you to 
consider participating in one or more of the programs 
that will be offered by St. Peter's Church. Fr. Derran 
will again offer the Little Rock Scripture Study Program 
as well as a number of other programs in the coming 
months. Be sure and check the bulletin and the church 
web site for more information. Though we cannot yet 

Continued on page 4 
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meet face to face our Zoom and Y ouTube programs 
have been utilized by a number of people in the past  
months. 

 
As we begin the New Year please 
remember to wear a mask, wash your 
hands often, avoid crowds and 
continue to follow health protocols of 
the city, state and Archdiocese. With 
vaccines beginning to be distributed 
let us pray that the danger of this 
virus may soon be lessened. As 

people who proclaim Respect for Life let each one of us 
do our part to ensure the health of one another in the 
coming months. 
 
   On behalf of the parish staff and the Franciscan Friars, 
I would like to thank everyone who gave us gifts, sent 
cards, kept us in your prayers and remembered us during 
Christmas. We are deeply humbled by your support and 
please be assured that you and all our benefactors are in 
our prayers.  
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 2021 TO YOU ALL!!!! 
 
Fr. Michael 

A Prayer for Christmas Gatherings 
 
In this Christmas season like 
no other, even now, O God, 
your name is worthy to be 
praised. 
For in your mercy and 
kindness you sent your Son to 
be our Savior. 
  
For the blessings of the 
Incarnation we have known 
and for those we have yet to 
recognize, to you we sing our 
praise. 

  
For life that reminds us how fragile we are and also 
how strong we can be: Glory to God in the highest. 
For sheltering that is a reminder of your abiding 
protection: Glory to God in the highest. 
For communication that allows us to connect in 
ways new and old: Glory to God in the highest. 
And for mindfulness that shows us how much we 
rely on one another: Glory to God in the highest. 
  
Watch over your family, Lord, gathered here  
and at tables separated by miles, and bless those 
who work tirelessly to keep us all safe. 
Though we may be kept apart in this season that 
calls us together, we know that your Word dwells 
among us. 
  
Lord, we ask you to ease the pain of empty chairs  
that bring to mind our beloved dead. 
Let our grieving find its rest in your Son, Jesus, 
in whose Resurrection is our hope. 
  
Grant your Spirit to be present here that this meal 
may become a foretaste of your heavenly table 
where every tear shall be wiped away, every hunger 
fed, and no distance can separate us from your love 
in Christ our Savior, from whom all good things 
come. 
  
Amen. 
  
Adapted from ”A Thanksgiving Prayer in Time of 
Pandemic.” Copyright © Diana Macalintal, 2020. 
Used with permission. 
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THIS WEEK’S 
SCRIPTURE STUDY 

 

Mt. 2: 1-12  
 

   Arctic air has finally 
found its way to the 
Midwest.  Christmas 
trees are coming down 
but it’s far too cold to go 
outside, so snowmen and 
Santa’s still hold court 
on front lawns while 
people huddle indoors.  
The pandemic has necessitated a change of venue for the 
Rose Bowl and most folks are more concerned about when 
and where they can be vaccinated for Covid-19, so as far as 
anyone can tell, Christmas is pretty much over.  The 
question is, has it made any difference?   
 
   Matthew’s Gospel describes a world of class distinctions 
and crooked politicians and prejudice – a world divided 
between those who ‘have’ and those who ‘have-not’. In 
other words, Matthew describes a world very much like 
our own. But then something happens – something that 
makes a difference. 
 
   “And you, Bethlehem…from you shall come a ruler, who 
is to shepherd my people Israel.”  Shepherds were looked 
down upon. They spent their lives moving from place to 
place with their sheep – and they smelled like it. There 
were many shepherds around Bethlehem. “[B]ehold, magi 
from the east arrived in Jerusalem…”  The magi were 
astronomers, the ‘college professors’ of their time. “They 
prostrated themselves and did him homage.” (Picture 
Harvard faculty bowing down before the janitor’s son.)  
“Then they…offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh.” Evidently these men were also wealthy. It must 
have cost quite a lot to make such a trip, not to mention the 
cost of their gifts. Something was happening – something 
that would make a difference.  
 
   But that was 2000 years ago (or a week-and-a-half, 
depending on how you’re counting). Christmas is over and 
Valentine hearts have replaced Santa in the stores. But wait 
a minute – maybe that’s OK. In fact, maybe that’s exactly 
the point! Christmas isn’t about political power or prestige 
– Christmas is about love. Christmas isn’t about what we 
get – it’s about what we give!  Maybe we need to be more 
like the magi, more concerned about bringing gifts than 
getting them. Maybe that’s what would make the 
difference! The magi went away changed, departing “…by 
another way.” Can we say the same?  Are we changed?  
Has Christmas made any difference in our lives? 
 

By Vinal Van Benthem ofs 

St. Peter’s Church 
Mass Schedule 

 

Mondays through Fridays 
 Mass Times: 

11:40 am & 1:15 pm 
 

Sundays 
Mass Times: 9 am and 11 am 

Church Open for Mass 8:30 am until 12:30 pm 
 

A reservation is required to attend Mass. 
Please call the Church Office at 312-372-5111 
Monday-Friday between 9:00 am and 6:00 pm 
or on Saturday between 10:30 am and 4:30 
pm. 

Confession 
 

Mondays through Saturdays 
10:30 am until 3 pm 

Room B in the Lower Level Auditorium 
 

For further information please view the 
website stpetersloop.org or call 312-372-5111. 
 

Everyone entering the building must wear a face 
mask at all times and practice social distancing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reconciliation at St. Peter’s Church 
 

Monday through Saturday 
10:30 am until 3 pm 

 

Lower Level  
No Reservation Required 

ZOOM Mass Schedule 
Sundays at 5 pm 

 

As we continue to face the coronavirus 
pandemic, we will also continue to 
celebrate a weekly Mass on ZOOM 

here at St. Peter's. Fr. Ed Shea OFM will celebrate 
the Mass every Sunday at 5:00 pm until further notice. 
To access the ZOOM Mass, use the following Code 
and Password: 
 

https://zoom.us/j/7738924134  
 

Password: EdSheaOFM 
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Volunteers Neededed 
 

Can You Help?p?pp?? 
 
An important part of insuring the safety of everyone 
who comes to St. Peter's are our dedicated volunteers 
who help our security team with welcoming folks to 
the church, taking touchless temperatures and making 
sure everyone who comes has a mask. Our greeters 
for the Masses help direct people to our pews, guide 
them for receiving communion and welcome all who 
come to Mass in church. 
 
As the restrictive guidelines continue we have become 
aware that we need a few more volunteers to help 
with welcoming people to the church, help with 
directing people who have come for confession to 
their place and volunteers to help as ushers for the 
Masses. If you are able and willing to help as a 
volunteer please contact James Kapellas at  
312-853-2418. Your assistance will help us to 
continue to offer people an opportunity for confession 
and an opportunity to come to Mass on weekdays and 
weekends. 
 
Fr. Michael 

Little Rock Scripture Study 
Register for the 

 2021 Winter Session 
 

Program will take place via ZOOM! 
 

Panorama of the New Testament 
 

Beginning with Gospels and Acts and continuing 
through the letters and final book of the bible, 
Panorama of the New Testament invites us into familiar 
scenes but with a wide-angle lens to capture the big 
picture. For newcomers to Bible study, this is a 
wonderful place to begin to put the pieces together; for 
seasoned Bible students, this study identifies major 
themes that emerge throughout the New Testament 
books. Commentary, study and reflection questions, 
prayer, and access to recorded lectures are included in 
the 4 Lessons. Fr. Derran Combs, O.F.M., Ph.D. will 
facilitate the ZOOM sessions.  
 

Before tuning into the Little Rock ZOOM live sessions, 
registered participants are asked to prepare by reading 
the assigned lessons in advance from the textbook.   
 

Meeting Time and Dates: 
 

Fridays, 12:15-1 pm—Jan. 8, 15, 22 & 29, 2021 
 

$12 Program Fee payable by cash or check 
includes book. To register please contact Jo Ann 
Bednar at 312-853-2376; or email 
joannstpeters@gmail.com. 

January 3, 2021211January 3, 202211
The Epiphany of the Lordrd 

 
“Where is that thing?” 
mumbled Bob as he 
searched frantically on 
his dimly lit desk for the 
current electric bill. “I 
know I put it right on top 
of these papers this 
morning!” Growing in 
frustration and bordering 
on anger, he flies stuff around, moves books and opines 
why simple tasks need to be so hard. Enter his wife, who 
calmly says, “Maybe it would help if you put the light on, 
dear.” The desk light goes on and lo and behold, there is 
the electric bill right where Bob left it earlier. All it took 
was a little light! 
 
We stubbornly refuse to turn on the lights! Either we are 
distracted, determined, disinterested, preoccupied, 
stubborn, apprehensive, or all of the above. Or perhaps, we 
fail to do the obvious. We would rather live our lives with 
the dimmest of lights or even in total darkness. Why are we 
afraid to do something so that we can actually see? It might 
help us to find quicker and better answers to problems, the 
meaning of life, relationships, happiness, and what is 
ultimate truth. Yet, we stumble along, moving things from 
one side to the other, getting angry, feeling cheated, being 
unsettled, resigning ourselves to the agony of defeat once 
again. 
 
“And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising 
preceded them, until it came and stopped over the place 
where the child was.” The light has come into the world in 
the person of Jesus Christ! We no longer have to fumble in 
the darkness. We have been gifted with the illumination we 
need to see our way through things and find what we really 
are looking for. All these years later, however, so many are 
still reluctant to accept him. Perhaps they are unconvinced, 
disinterested, preoccupied, stubborn, apprehensive, or all of 
the above. Everyone has their own reason for not wanting 
to turn on the switch. 
 
But there are so many answers to so many of our problems 
in this humble Child of Nazareth. A simple birth teaches us 
about God’s tender wedded relationship with humanity. It 
speaks to the expanse of God’s salvation across the globe, 
and the incarnate Divine wonders and blessings that are a 
part of our life moment to moment. It calls us to understand 
the design of world order God intended as found in the 
Beatitudes, the sacredness of every human life and all of 
creation and the meaning of things we struggle with most, 
like suffering and death. We have a lot of Good News to 
share, not just with a privileged few but with all the world. 
All races and creeds can receive God’s healing word. God 
continues to manifest himself even now! Use the light to 
find what you are really looking for! 
 

©LPi 
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STT. PETERER’R SS SS BOOKOK K & GIFTFTF  TT SHOPOP 
Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341 

 

SALE 50% OFF FF  SALE 50% OFFF 
A!! A"#$'( ) C*+-/(36/ I($3/!//! ( ) C*++( ) C*+-/(

H"#%'
(3(3+-/(+-/(

%' H"#%%H"#%%%'%'
Mondays through Saturdaysys Mondays through Saturdaythrougggh Sagh S

10:30 am until 2:30 pm
ysdayy

mm am until am until 2:33
Sundays

3030l 2:3l 2:3
ys SundaySSuunnddaayyysyyss

8:30 am until 12:15 pmm 
 

Over 1,500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards, 
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,  

Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards 

Subscribe to the Bulletin Online! 
 

If you would like to receive St. Peter’s 
Church Bulletin electronically, please go to 
www.stpetersloop.org. Go to the Bulletin 
section on the home page and click on the 
link “Subscribe to our Publications”.  You can 

sign up to have the bulletins emailed to you.  If 
attending Mass or going to Confession, bulletins are 
available at the Security Desk.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to contribute to St. 
Peter’s Church in this time of need, please 
go to the website stpetersloop.org and click 
on the Online Giving link.  

Please wear a mask or face 
covering when entering St. 
Peter’s Church. All visitors 
must have their temperature 
taken and hands sanitized 
prior to entering the church. 
Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spiritual Direction is a way of listening for  God’s 
wisdom and understanding in our daily life by talking 
about our relationship with God and others. 
 

Sr. Fran Sulzer FSPA, D. Min. and Br. Guillermo 
Morales OFM will work with persons who contact 
them for an appointment. Sr. Fran is also a counselor 
for people who choose or need a more clinical 
approach.  Appointments can be made for times 
between 10:30 am and 3 pm. 

 

To contact Sr. Fran email: 
fmsulzer@gmail.com 

To contact Br. Guillermo email: 
gamorales05@gmail.com 



Carolyn Kitty 312-917-1040
Certified Public Accountant

Individual & Small Business Accounting & Tax Service
20 North State Street, Suite 508, Chicago, IL

Email : carolyn@kittycpa.com • www.ckittycpa.com
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- Burial & Cremation Services 
- Pre-Planning Available 
- Delphine Michalik, Owner & 
   Funeral Director

Family Owned and Operated 
Since 1929

1056 West Chicago Avenue 
(312) 421-0936 

www.michalikfuneralhome.com

35 Years of Family Values and Family Business Offering a Full Range of Investment Services & Advice
Timothy A. Sinal & Theodore A. Sinal, First Vice Presidents/Investments

Three First National Plaza, Suite 2400 • Chicago, Illinois 60602          
(312) 269-0393   sinalta@stifel.com         Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC and NYSE

312 357-0023
5 N. Wabash Ave, Suite 802 

Chicago, IL 60602
www.mtusa.com

Mary ElizabEth KopKo 

Attorney At LAw

McBreen & Kopko, LLP
Social Security Disability 
(no fee unless successful) 

1525 East 53rd Street, Suite 709 
Chicago, Illinois 60615

(773) 752-2526 
(773) 752-2636 

Fax: (773) 752-4287

ED THE PLUMBER 
ED THE CARPENTER 

Best Work • Best Rate 
Satisfaction Guaranteed As 
We Do All Our Own Work 

$$ Parishioner Discount $$ 
(773) 471-1444

VIVERE 
CANTINA ENOTECA 

THE VILLAGE

71 West Monroe, 
Chicago 

Ph: 312-332-7005
Open 7 days Lunch and Dinner 
www.italianvillage-chicago.com

RESTAURANTS

•Skilled Nursing •Physical Therapy  
•Occupational Therapy •Speech Therapy 

•Medical Social Worker •Home Health Aide 
“Stay Home With Apple”
773-871-8700

Serving Chicago and Suburbs
www.applehomehealthcare.com

JOHN STRZYNSKI 
 Attorney at Law

• Wills • Living Trusts 
• Powers of Attorney 

• Guardianships 
• Probate Administration

(312) 223-0540
john@js-law.net

Call for Office or Home Appointment

St. Peter Church
stpetersloop.churchgiving.com

“Mediation to Stay Married”“Mediation to Stay Married”
Struggling marriage? Therapy not working?

Partner refuses therapy?
Try a solution based process.

Save your marriage today.
www.marriage-mediation.comwww.marriage-mediation.com

312-523-2036312-523-2036

A  N E W  WAY  F O R  W E L L N E S S 
Nutraceutical Grade  

ALL Natural PATCHES! 
1500mg CBD, MULTIVITAMIN,  
ENERGY, SLEEP or IMMUNE  

Dfeno.innov8tivenutrition.com 
Darcy Feno 708-785-1559

  ENROLL NOW 

  
18 CREDITS to GRADUATE 
Supportive Teachers & Staff 

#1 Rated School in Chicago 

(312) 563-1746 ext. 3 

 

1814 S. Union Ave 
 Chicago 

www. jahs.org 

Contact David Duran to place an ad today! 
dduran@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2465


