
FEBRUARY 21, 2021 

St. Peter’s Church 
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province 

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196 
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org  

A reservation is required to attend 
Mass. Please call 312-372-5111 to 

reserve a space at Mass. 
 

Weekend Masses 
 

Sundays 
9:00 am and 11:00 am 

 

Weekday Masses 
 

Mondays through Fridays 
11:40 am and 1:15 pm 

 

Confessions 
Lower Level of the Church 

No reservation required. 
 

Mondays through Saturdays 
10:30 am until 3:00 pm 

 

Devotions 
 

Tuesdays 
 

St. Anthony Devotions 
After the 11:40 am and 1:15 pm  

Masses. 
 

Office Hours 
 

Mondays through Fridays 
9:00 am until 6:00 pm 

 

Saturdays 
10:30 am until 4:30 pm 

 

Church Hours 
 

Mondays through Saturdays 
10:30 am until 3:00 pm 

 

Sundays 
8:30 am until 12:30 pm 

 

Please wear a face covering 
and practice social distancing. 



Pastor 
Fr. Michael J. Fowler O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Business Manager 
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Programs Director 
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Director of Public Safety 
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334 
 

Communications & Events Director   
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376 
 

Young Adult Ministry 
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134 
 

Director of Liturgy and Music 
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412 
 

Associate Director of Liturgy and Music 
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 
James Kapellas 312-853-2418 
 

Director of Environment and Sacristan 
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254 
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ST. PETER’S STAFF 

 
Friar Confessors & Staff: 

 
 

Fr. Michael Fowler O.F.M., Pastor 
Fr. Don Blaeser O.F.M. 
Fr. Johnpaul Cafiero O.F.M. 
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M. 
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M. 
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M. 
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M 
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M. 
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M. 
Br. William Lanning O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M. 
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M. 
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M. 
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M. 
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M. 

 

Part-time Friar Staff: 
 

Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M. 
Fr. Abraham Joseph O.F.M. 

 

In Residence: 
 

Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M. 
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M. 
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M. 
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M. 
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M. 
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M. 
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M. 
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M. 

FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF 

Saints’ Days and Observances 
 

Sun., February 21:      1st Sunday of Lent 
 
Mon., February 22:     The Chair  of St. Peter , Apostle 
 
Tues., February 23:     Lenten Weekday 
 
Wed., February 24:     Lenten Weekday  
 
Thurs., February 25:   Lenten Weekday  
 
Fri., February 26:        Lenten Weekday  
 
Sat., February 28:        Lenten Weekday  

Catholic Resourceses 
Please view the following websites for daily Mass, prayers 
and spiritual support: 

www.archchicago.org 
 

www.vatican.va 
 

www.usccb.org 
 

www.catholictv.org 
 

www.ewtn.com 
 

www.relevantradio.com 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
 

Many thanks to those of you who have contributed 
to St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts 
are essential to our ministry, and we are grateful. 
 
Weekly Goal ............................................. .$  12,000 
Feb. 7- Feb. 13           Total..……………...$    1,275 
                                    Difference….……...$ -10,725 
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR 
O n Wednesday we were 

sprinkled with ashes and once 
again began the Season Lent 
walking with the Lord through his 
Passion, Death and Resurrection. 
This Lent we continue to face health 
and political challenges to so many 

of us throughout the world. But through the tremendous 
dedication of medical personnel, scientists, health care 
workers and those following safety guidelines new 
vaccines and protocols are helping lessen the danger of 
the COVID pandemic. Now as we begin this annual 
journey (Lent) with Jesus through his passion death and 
resurrection we are given this special time to also exam 
how each of us is living our Christian life. As we have 
had to do over the past year, we have had to adjust some 
of our usual ways of celebrating our faith life. But no 
matter how we celebrate the mysteries of our faith, what 
above all is important is to always keep before us the 
Baptismal call we have received to follow the Gospel 
way of Jesus. 

 

The following are a few 
opportunities offered by St. 
Peter's to help you come 
closer to the Lord in this 2021 
Lenten season. 
 

1) Confessions Monday - 
Saturday are scheduled from 
10:30 am until 3:00 pm.  If 

you haven't been to confession in some time, don't 
worry, you are always welcome to come and receive 
the mercy and forgiveness of Jesus. Reservations are 
not required for confession. 

 

2) Weekday Masses during Lent are Monday-Friday at 
11:40 am and 1:15 pm. Please call and reserve a 
place at one of the Masses. Call 312-372-5111to 
reserve a space at one of the Masses. 

 

3) We pray a special Stations of the Cross on the 
Fridays of Lent at 2:00 pm. Due to COVID 
protocols and as with all services in the church you 
must reserve a place by calling 312-372-5111 to 
reserve a space for the Stations.  

 

4) Though we cannot offer in person programs you 
may participate in St. Peter's Lenten Programs as 
they are available on either Zoom or YouTube. 
Details on programs will be found elsewhere in 
today's bulletin or on St. Peter's web site at: 
www.stpetersloop.org. Also available on the St. 
Peter's YouTube channel are recent talks presented 
by Mr. Gardis Watts, Jr., Fr. Abraham Joseph, OFM 
and Bishop Joseph N. Perry, auxiliary Bishop of 
Chicago. Elsewhere in the bulletin you find other 

information about the Repair My House Program  
and Spiritual Direction. 

 
5) Our St. Peter's Gift & Bookstore has a number of 

books and pamphlets for the Season of Lent. They 
also stock a large number of spiritual books and 
DVD's on many of the saints, especially more recent 
saints. The staff of the bookstore are very 
knowledgeable about various aspect of our faith and 
can help you choose something for reflection during 
Lent if you are unsure what to purchase. Stop in and 
browse through the large selection of titles. The 
store is open Monday - Saturday from 10:30 am - 
2:30 pm. And on Sundays it is open from 8:30 am -
12:15 pm.  

 

   Here are a couple of my suggestions for books you 
might want to read during Lent. A Fresh Look at 
Confession by Fr. David Knight, St. Francis of Assisi by 
Omer Englebert, Thank God Ahead of Time; The Life 
and Spirituality of Bl. Solanus Casey, OFM, Cap. by Fr. 
Michael Crosby, OFM, Cap., The Hope of Glory by Jon 
Meacham, Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson and Abba 
Isn't Daddy, and Other Biblical Surprises by 
William Burton, OFM. 
 

   As we mentioned in last weekend's bulletin, Fr. Ed 
McKenzie, OFM a member of the staff of St. Peter's and 
a Vietnam Veteran is in the process of developing a non
-denominational group of men and women Veterans, 
"who come together (at this time due to the COVID 
virus via e-mail, Zoom, etc.) to raise each other up and 
support one another, helping each other to move 
through the obstacles that life throws at folks like us." If 
you would like further information you may contact Fr. 
Ed at: friared@hotmail.co 
 

The past three weekends 
throughout the Archdiocese, 
we have been talking about 
the Annual Catholic Appeal 
(ACA). This year's theme 
"Come, follow me...and 

bring hope to the world," is most significant in this 
time of turmoil and pandemic. By sharing our gifts to 
the 2021 Annual Catholic Appeal, we demonstrate our 
commitment to the Church and each other. Due to 
COVID protocols and the continuing need to provide 
safe guidelines at Masses the usual ACA collection in-
pew procedures were not used this year. If you were not 
able to pick up a mail-in giving envelope at Masses you 
may still  make a donation to the ACA online. It only 
takes a few simple steps and is secure. You can visit the 
website annualcatholicappeal.com to make your pledge 
online. All funds raised through the Annual Catholic 

Continued on page 4 



Welcome to St. Peter’s Church                   -4- February 21, 2021
Appeal helps support the ministry of the Church here in 
the Archdiocese. We here at St. Peter's also benefit from 
the generosity of gifts to the ACA. 
 

In his Lenten Message for 2021 
Pope Francis speaks of how 
important HOPE is to living 
our life in faithfulness to 
Christ. The following are a few 
excerpts from the Pope's 
Message. The entire Message 
is available on the Vatican web 
site. Pope Francis wrote: 

 

In these times of trouble, when everything seems fragile 
and uncertain, it may appear challenging to speak of 
hope. Yet Lent is precisely the season of hope, when we 
turn back to God who patiently continues to care for his 
creation which we have often mistreated (cf. Laudato 
Si’, 32-33; 43-44). Saint Paul urges us to place our 
hope in reconciliation: “Be reconciled to God” (2 
Cor5:20). By receiving forgiveness in the sacrament 
that lies at the heart of our process of conversion, we in 
turn can spread forgiveness to others. Having received 
forgiveness ourselves, we can offer it through our 
willingness to enter into attentive dialogue with others 
and to give comfort to those experiencing sorrow and 
pain. God’s forgiveness, offered also through our words 
and actions, enables us to experience an Easter of 
fraternity. 
 

In Lent, may we be increasingly concerned with 
“speaking words of comfort, strength, consolation and 
encouragement, and not words that demean, sadden, 
anger or show scorn” (Fratelli Tutti, 223). In order to 
give hope to others, it is sometimes enough simply to be 
kind, to be “willing to set everything else aside in order 
to show interest, to give the gift of a smile, to speak a 
word of encouragement, to listen amid general 
indifference” (ibid., 224). 
 

Through recollection and silent prayer, hope is given to 
us as inspiration and interior light, illuminating the 
challenges and choices we face in our mission. Hence 
the need to pray (cf. Mt 6:6) and, in secret, to encounter 
the Father of tender love. 
 

To experience Lent in hope entails growing in the 
realization that, in Jesus Christ, we are witnesses of new 
times, in which God is “making all things 
new” (cf. Rev 21:1-6). It means receiving the hope of 
Christ, who gave his life on the cross and was raised by 
God on the third day, and always being “prepared to 
make a defense to anyone who calls [us] to account for 
the hope that is in [us]” (1 Pet 3:15). 
 

May you have a hope-filled Lent this year! 
 

Fr. Michael 

St. Peter’s Church 
Mass Schedule 

 

Mondays through Fridays 
 Mass Times: 

11:40 am & 1:15 pm 
 

Sundays 
Mass Times: 9 am and 11 am 

 
 

A reservation is required to attend Mass. 
Please call the Church Office at 312-372-5111 
Monday-Friday between 9:00 am and 6:00 pm 
or on Saturday between 10:30 am and 4:30 pm. 

Confession 
 

Mondays through Saturdays 
10:30 am until 3 pm 

Room B in the Lower Level Auditorium 
 

No reservation is required. 
 

For further information please view the website 
stpetersloop.org or call 312-372-5111. 
 

 

Please Note: 
 

Everyone entering the building 
 must wear a face covering at all times and 

 practice social distancing. 
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THIS WEEK’S 
SCRIPTURE STUDY 

Mk 1: 12-15  
 

   Karen is among the 
best and the brightest.  
She graduated at the 
top of her class and, 
even during a 
pandemic, managed to 
find work in her chosen 
field.  She feels like 
she’s on top of the world.  In reality, however, with no 
on-the-job experience she is, for all intents and 
purposes, low person on the totem pole. 
 
   The good news is that Karen’s boss knows what that 
feels like.  As one of the few women in her field, she 
knows because that’s what she faced fifteen years ago.  
And because she knows what that feels like she can 
help Karen over some of the rough spots.  She knows 
what it feels like to have three phones ringing at once, 
a backlog of e-mails waiting to be answered and a 
project due when, unlike her male colleagues, she has 
no assistant to help her.  She knows what it feels like 
to have a potential client argue that a male competitor 
is cheaper and she understands how tempting it can be 
to quote a lower price in order to make the sale, 
knowing that by the time the client finds out that the 
final cost is more than they can afford it’ll be too late 
for them to back out.   
 
   The good news is that Karen’s boss has “been there” 
and “done that” and because of her experience 
Karen’s introduction to her new job will be made 
easier.  “The Spirit drove Jesus out into the desert…” 
– a lonely and dangerous place – “…and he remained 
in the desert for forty days, tempted…” – to lie, to 
cheat, to steal – “…by Satan.”  Jesus, too, has “been 
there” and “done that”.  Jesus knows what it feels like 
to be alone, and He knows what it feels like to be 
tempted to do whatever it takes to make the sale.  
Jesus understands because he’s been to the desert.  
He’s gone from being at the top to being at the bottom 
and He knows what it feels like.   
 
   Someday Karen will realize just how lucky she is.  
We’ve just entered Lent.  When Easter arrives, will 
we be able to say the same?     

 

By Vinal Van Benthem ofs 

Reconciliation 
at St. Peter’s Church 

 

Mondays through Saturdays 
10:30 am until 3 pm 

 

Lower Level—No Reservation Required 

ZOOM Mass 
Sundays at 5 pm 

 

As we continue to face the coronavirus 
pandemic, we will also continue to 
celebrate a weekly Mass on ZOOM 

here at St. Peter's. Fr. Ed Shea OFM will celebrate 
the Mass every Sunday at 5:00 pm until further notice. 
To access the ZOOM Mass, use the following Code 
and Password: 

https://zoom.us/j/7738924134  
 

Password: EdSheaOFM 

Stations of the Crossss 
 

Fridays During Lentntnt 
 

2:00 pm in the Church 
 

Reservation required. 
Call 312-372-5111 to reserve a space. 

 

Feb. 19, 26; March 5, 12, 19, 26 
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Psychology At Lunchch 
 

Mondays 
12:15-12:45 pm CT 

 

Presented on ZOOM 
To Participate 

Email: repairmyhouse110@gmail.com  
 

Now in it’s 30th Year! 
 

Mind, Body and Soul Skills for the Journey 
 

Overcome 5 Obstacles to 
Keeping Promises to Yourself 

 
 

Feb. 22: Obstacle #5 Maintaining Your Promises 
               to Yourself 
 

Psychologist Dr. Jerry Hiller and 
Marilyn Rochon MA, LCPC guide 
participants in the pursuit of 
stress relief, self-acceptance, self
-efficacy, and developing a sense 
of purpose. Participants learn to 
increase self-confidence, 
navigate through loss and 
depression, and improve 

relationships with themselves, others and God. The 
sessions combine practical psychology with the life-giving 
ways of St. Francis of Assisi. 
 

To make a donation in support of St. Peter’s Church 
Programs, please go to stpetersloop.org and click the 
online donation tab. Donate to “Programs” and type in 
the comments section “Repair My House”. Thank you!  

A Conversation from am a A Conversation from 
Catholic Perspective

m m aa
iveivee 

 

St. Peter’s Churchchhhhh SStt.. PPeetteerr ss CChhuurrcc
February 2021

huurrccch
212211 Feb

 

View Videos on YouTube at stpetersloop.orgrg 
 
 
 

February 1 February 11
Franciscan Spirituality and d  Franciscan Spirituality and 
Black Lives Empowerment

and d 
ntnnntt 

Fr. Abraham Joseph, O.F.M. 
 
 

February 8 February 8
What Are Black Bishops and Catholic What Are Black Bishops and Catholic 

Theologians Saying about Racial Justice?
c 
e?e? 

Bishop Joseph N. Perry, J.C.L. 
 

February 15 February 155
How the Black Lives Matter Movement the Black Lives Matter Mov

Compares to Previous
ovemem Mov

ususus Compares to Previousus
Black Liberation Struggleseseseseses 

Mr. Gardis Watts, Jr. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPPORT GROUP 
 

Fr. Ed McKenzie, OFM a 
member of the staff of St. 
Peter's and a Vietnam Veteran 
is in the process of developing a 
non-denominational group of 
men and women Veterans, "who 
come together (at this time due to 

the COVID virus via e-mail, Zoom, etc.) to 
raise each other up and support one another, 
helping each other to move through the 
obstacles that life throws at folks like us." 
 

If you would like further information 
you may contact Fr. Ed at:  

 

friared@hotmail.com 

Volunteers Needededd Volunteers Neede
Can You Help?

ddeedd
p?p?? 

 

An important part of insuring the safety of everyone 
who comes to St. Peter's are our dedicated volunteers 
who help our security team with welcoming folks to 
the church, taking touchless temperatures and making 
sure everyone who comes has a mask. Our greeters 
for the Masses help direct people to our pews, guide 
them for receiving communion and welcome all who 
come to Mass in church. 
 

As the restrictive guidelines continue we have become 
aware that we need a few more volunteers to help 
with welcoming people to the church, help with 
directing people who have come for confession to 
their place and volunteers to help as ushers for the 
Masses. If you are able and willing to help as a 
volunteer please contact James Kapellas at  
312-853-2418. Your assistance will help us to 
continue to offer people an opportunity for confession 
and an opportunity to come to Mass on weekdays and 
weekends. 
 

Fr. Michael 



stpetersloop.org                                              -7- February 21, 2021

STT. PETERER’RR SS SS BOOKOKK K & GIFTFTFT T SHOPOP 
Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341 

 

er LwerLow LLLevee
H!"#$

l ellLeve
#$ H!"##$

Mondays through Saturdaysyyss Mondays through Saturdaythrougggh Sagh S
10:30 am until 2:30 pm

ysdayy
mmmm am untilam until 2:3

Sundays
3030l 2:3l 2:3

ys SundayySundayyysys
8:30 am until 12:15 pmm 

 
 

Over 1,500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards, 
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,  

Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to contribute to St. 
Peter’s Church in this time of need, please 
go to the website stpetersloop.org and click 
on the Online Giving link.  

St. Peter’s Church 
Safety Guidelines 

 

Please wear a mask or face covering 
when entering St. Peter’s Church. 
All visitors must have their 
temperature taken and hands 

sanitized prior to entering the church. Please 
maintain social distancing. Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Spiritual Direction is a way of listening for  God’s 
wisdom and understanding in our daily life by talking 
about our relationship with God and others. 
 

Sr. Fran Sulzer FSPA, D. Min. and Br. Guillermo 
Morales OFM will work with per sons who contact 
them for an appointment. Sr. Fran is also a counselor 
for people who choose or need a more clinical 
approach.  Appointments can be made for times 
between 10:30 am and 3 pm. 

 

To contact Sr. Fran email: 
fmsulzer@gmail.com 

 

To contact Br. Guillermo email: 
gamorales05@gmail.com 

FRIAR ADDRESSES 
 

If you wish to send a note to these friars who have 
recently moved from St. Peter's you may send your 
note to the following addresses. Due to COVID safety 
restrictions visitation is not possible at this time to 
any of these residences. 
 

Br. Leo Geurts, OFM 
St. Joseph Village of Chicago 
4021 W. Belmont Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60641 
 
Fr. Elric Sampson, OFM 
St. Joseph Village of Chicago 
4021 W. Belmont Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60641 
 
Fr. George Musial, OFM 
Bl. Giles Friary 
1820 Grand Ave. 
Manitowoc, WI 54220 



Carolyn Kitty 312-917-1040
Certified Public Accountant

Individual & Small Business Accounting & Tax Service
20 North State Street, Suite 508, Chicago, IL

Email : carolyn@kittycpa.com • www.ckittycpa.com
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- Burial & Cremation Services 
- Pre-Planning Available 
- Delphine Michalik, Owner & 
   Funeral Director

Family Owned and Operated 
Since 1929

1056 West Chicago Avenue 
(312) 421-0936 

www.michalikfuneralhome.com

35 Years of Family Values and Family Business Offering a Full Range of Investment Services & Advice
Timothy A. Sinal & Theodore A. Sinal, First Vice Presidents/Investments

Three First National Plaza, Suite 2400 • Chicago, Illinois 60602          
(312) 269-0393   sinalta@stifel.com         Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC and NYSE

312 357-0023
5 N. Wabash Ave, Suite 802 

Chicago, IL 60602
www.mtusa.com

Mary ElizabEth KopKo 

Attorney At LAw

McBreen & Kopko, LLP
Social Security Disability 
(no fee unless successful) 

1525 East 53rd Street, Suite 709 
Chicago, Illinois 60615

(773) 752-2526 
(773) 752-2636 

Fax: (773) 752-4287

ED THE PLUMBER 
ED THE CARPENTER 

Best Work • Best Rate 
Satisfaction Guaranteed As 
We Do All Our Own Work 

$$ Parishioner Discount $$ 
(773) 471-1444

VIVERE 
CANTINA ENOTECA 

THE VILLAGE

71 West Monroe, 
Chicago 

Ph: 312-332-7005
Open 7 days Lunch and Dinner 
www.italianvillage-chicago.com

RESTAURANTS

•Skilled Nursing •Physical Therapy  
•Occupational Therapy •Speech Therapy 

•Medical Social Worker •Home Health Aide 
“Stay Home With Apple”
773-871-8700

Serving Chicago and Suburbs
www.applehomehealthcare.com

JOHN STRZYNSKI 
 Attorney at Law

• Wills • Living Trusts 
• Powers of Attorney 

• Guardianships 
• Probate Administration

(312) 223-0540
john@js-law.net

Call for Office or Home Appointment

St. Peter Church
stpetersloop.churchgiving.com

“Mediation to Stay Married”“Mediation to Stay Married”
Struggling marriage? Therapy not working?

Partner refuses therapy?
Try a solution based process.

Save your marriage today.
www.marriage-mediation.comwww.marriage-mediation.com

312-523-2036312-523-2036

A  N E W  WAY  F O R  W E L L N E S S 
Nutraceutical Grade  

ALL Natural PATCHES! 
1500mg CBD, MULTIVITAMIN,  
ENERGY, SLEEP or IMMUNE  

Dfeno.innov8tivenutrition.com 
Darcy Feno 708-785-1559

  ENROLL NOW 

  
18 CREDITS to GRADUATE 
Supportive Teachers & Staff 

#1 Rated School in Chicago 

(312) 563-1746 ext. 3 

 

1814 S. Union Ave 
 Chicago 

www. jahs.org 

Contact David Duran to place an ad today! 
dduran@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2465


