
MAY 16, 2021 

St. Peter’s Church 
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province 

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196 
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org  

A reservation is required to attend 
Mass. Please call 312-372-5111 to 

reserve a space at Mass. 
 

Weekend Masses 
 

Saturdays 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass for Sunday 

Sundays 
9:00 am and 11:00 am 

 

Weekday Masses 
 

Mondays through Fridays 
11:40 am and 1:15 pm 

 

Confessions 
Lower Level of the Church 

No reservation required. 
 

Mondays through Fridays 
10:30 am until 3:00 pm 

Saturdays 
12 noon until 4:30 pm 

 

Devotions 
 

St. Anthony Devotions on Tuesdays 
After the 11:40 am and 1:15 pm 

Masses. 
 

Office Hours 
 

Mondays through Fridays 
9:00 am until 6:00 pm 

 

Saturdays 
10:30 am until 4:30 pm 

 

Church Building Open 
 

Mondays through Fridays 
 10:30 am until 3:00 pm 

Saturdays 
12 noon until 6:00 pm 

Sundays 
8:30 am until 12:30 pm 

 
Please wear a face covering 

and practice social distancing. 



Pastor 
Fr. Michael J. Fowler O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Business Manager 
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Programs Director 
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Director of Public Safety 
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334 
 

Communications & Events Director   
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376 
 

Young Adult Ministry 
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134 
 

Director of Liturgy and Music 
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412 
 

Associate Director of Liturgy and Music 
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 
James Kapellas 312-853-2418 
 

Director of Environment and Sacristan 
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254 

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church                   -2-  May 16, 2021 

ST. PETER’S STAFF 

 Friar Confessors & Staff: 
 
 

Fr. Michael Fowler O.F.M., Pastor 
Fr. Don Blaeser O.F.M. 
Fr. Johnpaul Cafiero O.F.M. 
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M. 
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M. 
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M. 
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M 
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M. 
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M. 
Br. William Lanning O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M. 
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M. 
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M. 
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M. 

 

Part-time Friar Staff: 
 

Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M. 
Fr. Abraham Joseph O.F.M. 

 

In Residence: 
 

Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M. 
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M. 
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M. 
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M. 
Fr. Gilbert Ostdiek O.F.M. 
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M. 
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M. 
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M. 
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M. 

FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF 

Saints’ Days and Observances 
 

Sun., May 16:      Seventh Sunday of Easter  
 
Mon., May 17:     St. Paschal Baylon 
 
Tues., May 18:     St. Felix of Cantalice 
  
Wed., May 19:     Easter  Weekday 
                                   
Thurs., May 20:  St. Bernardine of Sienna 
 
Fri., May 21:       Easter  Weekday 
 
Sat., May 22:       Easter  Weekday 

Catholic Resourceses 
Please view the following websites for daily Mass, prayers 
and spiritual support: 

www.archchicago.org 
 

www.vatican.va 
 

www.usccb.org 
 

www.catholictv.org 
 

www.ewtn.com 
 

www.relevantradio.com 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
 

Many thanks to those of you who have contributed 
to St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts 
are essential to our ministry, and we are grateful. 
 
Weekly Goal .............................................. .  $  12,000 
May 2-8                     Total.……………..... $     3,141 
                                    Difference….…..…. .$ -  8,859 
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR 
 

O n this day when we recall the Ascension of the Lord, Mark's 
Gospel reminds us of the command 
the Lord left us to follow, as He 
returned to his Heavenly Father. For 
Jesus says to his followers, "Go into 
the whole world and proclaim the 

Gospel to every creature." (Mk16:15) As we celebrate 
this Ascension day 2021 perhaps we should look into 
our own hearts and ask, "How am I proclaiming the 
Gospel to others?" 
 

There is no doubt in my 
mind that we who 
proclaim we are 
Catholic have in the 
many years since Christ 
spoke those words have 
brought the Gospel 
message to countless 

people. I also believe the task of proclaiming Christ's 
Gospel message of care for one another is most urgent 
these days.  Jesus was asked, “Teacher, which 
commandment in the law is the greatest?” He 
said, “You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is 
the greatest and the first commandment." The second is 
like it: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself. The 
whole law and the prophets depend on these two 
commandments.” (Mt. 22:36-40) 
 

   If we truly believe Christ's words. If we say we follow 
Christ and his commandments. If we call ourselves 
Catholic then I believe we all have a lot of work and 
prayer to do if we want to make a reality of Christ's 
words in our time here on this earth. 
 

   If you need proof that we have much work to do then I 
urge you to reflect upon the tragic news that 
unfortunately seems to be reported every day here in 
Chicago and far too many other places in our country. 
The Chicago Tribune reported that as of May 3 there 
have been 1,042 people shot by guns in Chicago so far 
this year. Most of those who were shot were young 
people. While our country has many issues that need to 
be addressed, the increasing harm caused by shootings 
is a national disgrace and an affront to what we declare 
in our Constitution.  
 

We the People of the United States, in order to form a 
perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic 
Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote 
the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty 
to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish 
this Constitution for the United States of America.  
 

   Recently, Fr. Bob Hutmacher, OFM, wrote an article 
for the May 2021 issue of The Franciscan Legionnaire. 
I found his words very challenging and worthy of 
reflection by all of us who profess our Christian faith. 
As Franciscans his words reflect the heritage left us by 
St. Francis of Assisi and the call by our Holy Father, 
Pope Francis to promote peace and justice in our world 
today. I am including the first part of Fr. Bob's article in 
this bulletin and the second half of the article will be 
found in next weekend's (May 23) church bulletin. 
 

Fr. Michael 
 

GUNS DESTROY LIFE 
 

There. I said it. If this headline 
bothers you, good!  That’s my 
intention. In this article, which 
has been brewing for far too 
long, I refer to weapons owned 
by citizens of the U.S. who are 
not in the military or law 
enforcement. I also understand 
hunting as a means to provide 

food for others.  Years ago a learned friar told me that 
all weapons are designed to take life, regardless of who 
uses them for whatever purpose. What spurs me on to 
finally write about guns among the general population is 
the large number of our children in Chicago who have 
become innocent victims.  I don’t even like the word 
victim because so many have been killed unnecessarily: 
they were just in the way of the real victim(s). And what 
a disgusting thing to say about any human being, much 
less a seven-year-old child going through the drive-thru 
at McDonalds. 
 

   Whether robbery, gang warfare, mental illness or 
domestic mayhem is the “reason” for firing a gun, I am 
personally sickened every day I hear reports of gun 
violence.  And it’s every day. Granted we live in a 
major city that has been plagued for years by multiple 
problems, we are also encapsulated by images of 
parents screaming in pain on streets in the middle of the 
night or outside hospital ER’s.  When Sandy Hook 
Elementary was raided and 27 little ones and teachers 
were slain I’d hoped that the U.S. Congress would act.  
They did not.  That was 2012.  Las Vegas – 59.  
Orlando – 49.  Virginia Tech – 32. Sutherland Springs – 
26. I was going to list just the mass shootings (defined 
differently but those that included at least 3 victims) but 
there is not enough room on one page of the 
Legionnaire.  Let’s look at a few numbers, though, 
because they speak volumes. 
 

    

Continued on page 4 
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   The CDC reports that in 2019 in the U.S. there were 
38,355 deaths involving handguns.  Of those deaths 
23,941 were suicides, 14,414 homicides. The annual 
cost of gun violence in the U.S. fluctuates from $229 to 
$303 billion. That’s about $860 per person.  The group 
Everytown reports that U.S. taxpayers pay a daily 
average of $34.8 million for medical care, first 
responders, ambulances, police and criminal justice. 
Everyday families directly affected by gun violence face 
$4.7 million in out-of-pocket costs for medical bills and 
mental health support. If you survey the statistics of the 
most tragic mass shootings in the U.S. since 1975 you 
see that every single one of them involved semi-
automatic pistols and rifles.  Every single one. 

 

   Each new attack is a stark reminder of the many, many 
others emblazoned on our corporate memories.  Each 
mourning person causes a new shiver, new tears, new 
waves of anger and outrage.  Revenge is far too often 
the reason many people are being robbed of the fulness 
of life. The recent case of 13-year-old Adam Toledo 
being shot by a Chicago policeman is a tragic example 
of how multi-layered each shooting can be.  A child’s 
life abruptly ends. A family is shattered. A policeman 
walks a tightrope.  Activists take to the microphones.  
Neighbors and friends scream for justice and the media 
coverage explodes until the next onslaught, which often 
comes the next day. 

 

   What have we done with the marvels of God’s 
creation and the mystery of human life?  I’ll tell you 
what I believe. We have cheapened human existence to 
such an extent that I’ve had people make fun of me 
because I squirmed at a murder sequence in a movie.  
Laughed at me!  It’s bad enough to be scared to walk 
city streets in any neighborhood, but laugh? I also admit 
there are times on Chicago expressways that I kind of 
squirm when going under an overpass. And I never honk 
if a driver cuts me off. These fears are wrong and 
completely snuff out the joy of life given to us by the 
Creator... Fr. Bob Hutmacher, OFM 
 

(The remainder of Fr. Bob's article for the May 2021 
issue of The Franciscan Legionnaire will be found in 
next weekend's St. Peter's Church bulletin.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Peter’s Church 
Mass Schedule 

 

Mondays through Fridays 
 Mass Times: 

11:40 am & 1:15 pm 
 

Saturdays 
Mass Time: 5:00 pm 

Vigil Mass for Sunday 
   

Sundays 
Mass Times: 9 :00 am and 11:00 am 

 

A reservation is required to attend Mass. 
Please call the Church Office at  
312-372-5111 Monday-Friday between  
9:00 am and 6:00 pm or on Saturday 
between 10:30 am and 4:30 pm. 
 

Confession 
 

Mondays through Fridays 
10:30 am until 3 pm 

 

Saturdays 
12 noon until 4:30 pm 

 

Room B in the Lower Level Auditorium 
 

No reservation is required. 
 

 
For further information please view the 
website stpetersloop.org or call 
312-372-5111. 

 
Please Note: 

 

Everyone entering the building 
 must wear a face covering at all times and 

 practice social distancing. 
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THIS WEEK’S 
SCRIPTURE STUDY 

Mk. 16:15-20  
  

   “Whoever believes 
and is baptized will be 
saved.”  “Are you 
saved?”  The question 
can pop up almost 
anywhere.  Answer 
‘yes’ and you’re in; ‘no’ 
and you’re out.   
 

   But why only this question?  Why not “Do you pick 
up serpents in your hands?”  Some religions do.  If an 
adherent asked me that question I would have to 
answer ‘no’. In? or out?  Or why not “Do you drink 
poison?”  Several years ago an entire group of people 
died in Texas.  They drank the “deadly thing” but they 
did not survive. In? or out?  “Do you drive out 
demons in the name of Jesus?”  Perhaps, if you 
happen to be an exorcist.  But I am not. In? or out?  
“Do you speak new languages?”  While some are 
given the gift of tongues I myself am happy just to be 
reasonably proficient in English. In? or out?  “Do the 
sick recover when you lay hands on them?”  A gifted 
heart surgeon is also an atheist. In? or out?   
 

   Obviously, answering ‘yes’ to these questions does 
not guarantee God’s favor.  But maybe this passage 
isn’t about who’s ‘in’ and who’s ‘out’.  Jesus told his 
disciples to “Go…and proclaim the gospel…”  A few 
lines further we read “…they went…and preached …
while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the 
word through accompanying signs.”  In other words, 
the signs weren’t the disciples’ doing – they were 
Jesus’!  The signs were God’s confirmation of the 
work that the disciples and God were doing together.  
They were meant to assure Jesus’ followers that even 
though He “…was taken up to heaven…” Jesus would 
continue to work through them.  The venom of 
poisonous snakes, in the hands of a skilled physician, 
would bring about recovery from certain illnesses.  
Counseling and drug therapy would drive out 
psychological demons.  Computer  technology would 
create new languages for the deaf and those physically 
unable to speak.   
 

   Perhaps, then, a better question might be “are you 
Jesus’ disciple?”  Do you believe that you are a co-
worker with the Lord?   Does your belief influence 
how you do your work?  How is your work a sign of 
the Good News?   

 By Vinal Van Benthem ofs 

 
 
 
 
 

Reconciliation at St. Peter’s Church 
 

Mondays through Fridays 
10:30 am until 3 pm 

Saturdays 
12 noon until 4:30 pm 

 

Lower Level—No Reservation Required 

New Saturday  
Book Store Hours 

 
 

Saturdays 
12 pm until 5 pm 

 
 

Call 312-853-2341 for information. 

St. Peter’s Church  
ZOOM Mass 

Sundays at 5 pm 
 

Fr. Ed Shea OFM 
celebrates Mass every 
Sunday at 5:00 pm via 
ZOOM. 
 

Please note: 
Zoom Masses will continue through June 20th. 

They will resume on September 12th. 
 

To access the ZOOM Mass, 
use the following Code and Password: 

https://zoom.us/j/7738924134  
 

Password: EdSheaOFM 
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Psychology At Lunchch 
Mondays 

12:15-12:45 pm CT 
 

Presented on ZOOM 
To Participate 

Email: repairmyhouse110@gmail.com  
 

Now in it’s 30th Year! 
 

Mind, Body and Soul Skills for the Journey 
 
 

MOVING FORWARD 
 
 

May 17:    Dispositional Optimism 
June 7:    The Hidden Reason: What’s the 
                 Purpose of Behavior—Your Own 
                 and Others? 
June 14:  Depression-Prone Thinking 
June 21:  Healthy Vulnerability in  
                 Relationships (self, intimacy, family, 
                 friends, work, God) 

 

Psychologist Dr. Jerry Hiller and 
Marilyn Rochon MA, LCPC guide 
participants in the pursuit of 
stress relief, self-acceptance,  
self-efficacy, and developing a 
sense of purpose. Participants 
learn to increase self-confidence, 

navigate through loss and depression, and improve 
relationships with themselves, others and God. The 
sessions combine practical psychology with the life-
giving ways of St. Francis of Assisi. 
 

To make a donation in support of St. Peter’s 
Church Programs, please go to stpetersloop.org 
and click the online donation tab. Donate to 
“Programs” and type in the comments section 
“Repair My House”. Thank you!  

St. Petererr’r’s Churchch 
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VETERANS 
SUPPORT GROUP 

 

Fr. Ed McKenzie, OFM 
a member of the staff of 
St. Peter's and a Vietnam Veteran is in 

the process of developing a non-denominational 
group of men and women Veterans, "who come 
together (at this time due to the COVID virus via 
e-mail, Zoom, etc.) to raise each other up and 
support one another, helping each other to move 
through the obstacles that life throws at folks like 
us." 
 

If you would like further information 
you may contact Fr. Ed at:  

 

friared@hotmail.com 
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St. Peter’s Church 
Safety Guidelines 

 

Please wear a mask or face covering when 
entering St. Peter’s Church. All visitors 

must have their temperature taken and hands 
sanitized prior to entering the church. Please 
maintain social distancing. Thank you. 

STT. PETERERR’R SSS SS BOOKOK KK & GIFTFTTF  T SHOPOP 
Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341 

 

H!"#% 
Mondays through Fridays 

10:30 am until 2:30 pm 
Saturdays 

12 noon until 5:00 pm 
Sundays 

8:30 am until 12:15 pm 
 

Over 1,500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards, 
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,  

Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to contribute to St. Peter’s 
Church in this time of need, please go to the 
website stpetersloop.org and click on the 
Online Giving link.  

 
 
 
 
 

October 30-November 8, 2021 
 

WALK IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF JESUSUS 
 

With Fr. Bob Hutmacher, o.f.m. 
 

Visit Nazareth, Bethlehem, Cana, Jerusalem 
 and more. 

  For a brochure with  
pricing and full itinerary go to the website 

www.stpetersloop.org 
  and click on the link.   

Spiritual Direction is a way of 
listening for God’s wisdom and 
understanding in our daily life by 
talking about our relationship with 
God and others. 

 

Sr. Fran Sulzer FSPA, D. Min. and Br. Guillermo 
Morales OFM will work with persons who contact 
them for an appointment. Sr. Fran is also a counselor 
for people who choose or need a more clinical 
approach.  Appointments can be made for times 
between 10:30 am and 3 pm. 
 

 

To contact Sr. Fran email: 
fmsulzer@gmail.com 

 
 

To contact Br. Guillermo email: 
gamorales05@gmail.com 

St. Peter's 
Young Adults Group 

SPYA 
Will Meet on Mondays 

May 17 & 25 
5:30-7 pm via ZOOM 

 

To access the Meeting, 
use the following Code and Password: 

 

https://zoom.us/j/7738924134  
 

Password: EdSheaOFM 



Carolyn Kitty 312-917-1040
Certified Public Accountant

Individual & Small Business Accounting & Tax Service
20 North State Street, Suite 508, Chicago, IL

Email : carolyn@kittycpa.com • www.ckittycpa.com
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- Burial & Cremation Services 
- Pre-Planning Available 
- Delphine Michalik, Owner & 
   Funeral Director

Family Owned and Operated 
Since 1929

1056 West Chicago Avenue 
(312) 421-0936 

www.michalikfuneralhome.com

35 Years of Family Values and Family Business Offering a Full Range of Investment Services & Advice
Timothy A. Sinal & Theodore A. Sinal, First Vice Presidents/Investments

Three First National Plaza, Suite 2400 • Chicago, Illinois 60602          
(312) 269-0393   sinalta@stifel.com         Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC and NYSE

Mary ElizabEth KopKo 

Attorney At LAw

McBreen & Kopko, LLP
Social Security Disability 
(no fee unless successful) 

1525 East 53rd Street, Suite 709 
Chicago, Illinois 60615
(773) 752-2526 
(773) 752-2636 

Fax: (773) 752-4287

ED THE PLUMBER 
ED THE CARPENTER 

Best Work • Best Rate 
Satisfaction Guaranteed As 
We Do All Our Own Work 

$$ Parishioner Discount $$ 
(773) 471-1444

VIVERE 
CANTINA ENOTECA 

THE VILLAGE

71 West Monroe, 
Chicago 

Ph: 312-332-7005
Open 7 days Lunch and Dinner 
www.italianvillage-chicago.com

RESTAURANTS

•Skilled Nursing •Physical Therapy  
•Occupational Therapy •Speech Therapy 

•Medical Social Worker •Home Health Aide 
“Stay Home With Apple”
773-871-8700

Serving Chicago and Suburbs
www.applehomehealthcare.com

JOHN STRZYNSKI 
 Attorney at Law

• Wills • Living Trusts 
• Powers of Attorney 

• Guardianships 
• Probate Administration

(312) 223-0540
john@js-law.net

Call for Office or Home Appointment

“Mediation to Stay Married”“Mediation to Stay Married”
Struggling marriage? Therapy not working?

Partner refuses therapy?
Try a solution based process.

Save your marriage today.
www.marriage-mediation.comwww.marriage-mediation.com

312-523-2036312-523-2036

  ENROLL NOW 

  
18 CREDITS to GRADUATE 
Supportive Teachers & Staff 

#1 Rated School in Chicago 

(312) 563-1746 ext. 3 

 

1814 S. Union Ave 
 Chicago 

www. jahs.org 

Contact David Duran to place an ad today! 
dduran@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2465

ST. PETER CHURCH

stpetersloop.weshareonline.org


