
MAY 23, 2021 

St. Peter’s Church 
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province 

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196 
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org  

A reservation is required to attend 
Mass. Please call 312-372-5111 to 

reserve a space at Mass. 
 

Weekend Masses 
 

Saturdays 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass for Sunday 

Sundays 
9:00 am and 11:00 am 

 

Weekday Masses 
 

Mondays through Fridays 
11:40 am and 1:15 pm 

 

Confessions 
Lower Level of the Church 

No reservation required. 
 

Mondays through Fridays 
10:30 am until 3:00 pm 

Saturdays 
12 noon until 4:30 pm 

 

Devotions 
 

St. Anthony Devotions on Tuesdays 
After the 11:40 am and 1:15 pm 

Masses. 
 

Office Hours 
 

Mondays through Fridays 
9:00 am until 6:00 pm 

 

Saturdays 
10:30 am until 4:30 pm 

 

Church Building Open 
 

Mondays through Fridays 
 10:30 am until 3:00 pm 

Saturdays 
12 noon until 6:00 pm 

Sundays 
8:30 am until 12:30 pm 

 
Please wear a face covering 

and practice social distancing. 



Pastor 
Fr. Michael J. Fowler O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Business Manager 
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Programs Director 
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Director of Public Safety 
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334 
 

Communications & Events Director   
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376 
 

Young Adult Ministry 
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134 
 

Director of Liturgy and Music 
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412 
 

Associate Director of Liturgy and Music 
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 
James Kapellas 312-853-2418 
 

Director of Environment and Sacristan 
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254 
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ST. PETER’S STAFF 

 Friar Confessors & Staff: 
 
 

Fr. Michael Fowler O.F.M., Pastor 
Fr. Don Blaeser O.F.M. 
Fr. Johnpaul Cafiero O.F.M. 
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M. 
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M. 
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M. 
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M 
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M. 
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M. 
Br. William Lanning O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M. 
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M. 
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M. 
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M. 

 

Part-time Friar Staff: 
 

Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M. 
Fr. Abraham Joseph O.F.M. 

 

In Residence: 
 

Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M. 
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M. 
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M. 
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M. 
Fr. Gilbert Ostdiek O.F.M. 
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M. 
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M. 
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M. 
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M. 

FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF 

Saints’ Days and Observances 
 

Sun., May 23:      Pentecost Sunday 
 
Mon., May 24:     Ordinary Time 
 
Tues., May 25:     Ordinary Time 
  
Wed., May 26:     St. Philip Ner i 
                                   
Thurs., May 27:   Ordinary Time 
 
Fri., May 28:        Ordinary Time 
 
Sat., May 29:        Ordinary Time 

Catholic Resourceses 
Please view the following websites for daily Mass, prayers 
and spiritual support: 

www.archchicago.org 
 

www.vatican.va 
 

www.usccb.org 
 

www.catholictv.org 
 

www.ewtn.com 
 

www.relevantradio.com 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
 

Many thanks to those of you who have contributed 
to St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts 
are essential to our ministry, and we are grateful. 
 
Weekly Goal .............................................. .  $  12,000 
May 9-15                    Total.……………..... $    3,178 
                                    Difference….…..…. .$ -  8,822 
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR 
 

I n the second reading today from St. Paul we hear, “There are 
different kinds of spiritual gifts but 
the same Spirit; there are different 
forms of service but the same 
Lord…..To each individual the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given 

for some benefit.” (1 Cor12: 4-7) On this feast of 
Pentecost we are reminded that the Gospel message 
Christ preached while he walked the earth has been 
entrusted to us who are his followers to continue to 
share the Good News of the Gospel. 

 

Throughout the world there are over 
1.2 billion Catholics. That's a lot of 
brothers and sisters in the  
faith (!) Over 40% of Catholics live in 
Latin America. The fastest increasing 
area for growth in the Catholic Church 
is in Africa. Catholics continue to be 

the largest single denomination in the USA with over 
68,202,492 Catholics and the second largest single 
denomination is Southern Baptists with 16,136,044. 
(Statistics from National Council of Churches.) 
 

   From the very beginnings of our faith, we have 
welcomed a diverse group of people into the Church. 
For over 2, 000 years we have taken Christ's words from 
the Gospel, "Go, therefore, and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit," as our guide and 
direction to living our faith. 
 

On this Pentecost weekend we give thanks 
to God that Fr. Marc Sheckells, OFM, 
accepted a call from God to live the 
Franciscan life and bring the Gospel to 
others. On Saturday, May 22 with the 
laying on of hands by Bishop Robert 
Lombardo, CFR, Br. Marc was ordained a 

priest. Fr. Marc has studied many years here in Chicago 
both at DePaul University and Catholic Theological 
Union preparing for ordination. If you have been at any 
of the Masses here at St. Peter's this past year when Br. 
Marc preached the homily, you know he is a talented 
and engaging preacher. Fr. Marc is celebrating a Mass 
of Thanksgiving today (Sunday, May 23) at the 11:00 
am Mass. We wish Fr. Marc God's blessings as he will 
be moving to Cleveland, Ohio to teach at Padua 
Franciscan High School. 
 

   As I wrote in last weekend's bulletin, Fr. Bob 
Hutmacher, OFM, wrote an article for the May 2021 
issue of The Franciscan Legionnaire. I found his words 
very challenging and worthy of reflection by all of us 

who profess our Christian faith. As Franciscans his 
words reflect the heritage left us by St. Francis of Assisi 
and the call by our Holy Father, Pope Francis to 
promote peace and justice in our world today. The first 
part of the article was in last weekend's bulletin.  You 
will find the concluding part of the article in today's 
church bulletin. 
 

Fr. Michael 
 

GUNS DESTROY LIFE 
 

(Second part of Fr. Bob Hutmacher’s article from 
May 2021 The Franciscan Legionnaire.   

We Franciscans pattern our lives after a 
pacifist, a true man of peace who came to 
abhor violence of any kind.  In 1202 he 
begged his father to outfit him with the 
fine armor, weapons and trappings of a 
gallant knight to join Assisi forces 
against neighboring Perugia.  Francis 
barely made it a few kilometers across 

the plain below Assisi and was captured, imprisoned for 
a year and ransomed by Pietro Bernadone, his enraged 
and disgusted father.  Back to the business of selling 
fabrics ~ until he had another urge to do battle with the 
army of Pope Innocent III against the Holy Roman 
Emperor, Frederick II, who was raised as an orphan by 
Innocent himself!   
 

Before he even reached the papal army in Apulia 
Francis had a dream.  Celano recalls it in his Life of St. 
Francis: It seemed to him that his whole house was 
filled with soldiers’ arms – saddles, shields, spears and 
other weapons.  Though delighting for the most part, 
Francis silently wondered to himself about its meaning. 
Francis initially interpreted it as a sign of great military 
success.  However, after deep prayer and discernment 
Francis came to understand his dream meant success of 
a religious nature.  He refused to go on to Apulia, sold 
his horse and armor and went into hiding at the little 
chapel of San Damiano outside Assisi. Francis 
experienced a darkness from lack of self-confidence 
simultaneously mixed with an ‘indescribable happiness 
never before experienced.’  
 

Our founder saw first-hand the horrors of medieval 
warfare and was a POW. He probably contracted 
tuberculosis in prison that affected him the rest of his 
life.  His abhorrence of any kind of violence imbues his 
writings and our Rule of Life.  This is why the 
Franciscan movement has, for 800 years, stood in 
opposition to every major war, social upheaval, 
ecological and cultural disaster. 
   
 

Continued on page 4 
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We have no room for violence in our lives. In the Rule 
of 1223 Francis wrote: The rule and life of the lesser 
brothers is this: to observe the Holy Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, living in obedience, without 
property and in chastity.  The Lord Jesus is 
acclaimed Prince of Peace; we pray numerous times in 
the Eucharist that he “grant us peace.” We are bound to 
live what we profess, so there is no room for violence in 
any form.  
 

We Catholics and peace advocates around the world 
have great support from Pope Francis.  In 2020 he 
lamented rising gun sales in the U.S. as a symptom of a 
“violent, unstable society.”  Francis, amid reports earlier 
this year of rising gun sales, called for world leaders to 
"dismantle the perverse logic that links personal and 
national security to the possession of weaponry. This 
logic serves only to increase the profits of the arms 
industry, while fostering a climate of distrust and fear 
between persons and peoples."  Amen.   
I fired a gun once in my life.  A neighbor took me to his 
grandparents’ farm and asked me to kill a frog. I fired 
his 12-gauge shotgun and the bullfrog disappeared.  I’ve 
never touched a firearm since that summer day.  I never 
will. Every Christian is baptized into the life of the 
Gospel, the life of The Peacemaker.  My heart jumps out 
of my chest with every newsflash of guns used in a bar, 
at a party, in a front yard, on I-290, in a park and, most 
evil and disrespectful: in a mosque, a church, a 
synagogue, a temple.   
In his 1975 exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi Paul VI 
wrote (and this is his very first sentence!): There is no 
doubt that the effort to proclaim the Gospel to the 
people of today, who are buoyed up by hope but at the 
same time often oppressed by fear and distress, is a 
service rendered to the Christian community and also to 
the whole of humanity.  Do NOT think you can do 
nothing to stem violence in this country.   
 

Pope Paul went on to write that to evangelize others, ‘I 
must first evangelize myself’. Read the Gospels about 
Jesus bringing comfort to those who mourned or cried 
for justice or begged for healing; each one he touched 
was given the gift of peace.  I cannot take on the CPD 
alone, nor drug lords nor those who twist the second 
Amendment into an excuse to own a $3,000 semi-
automatic shotgun. However, I can be Christ in the 
world with words of reconciliation, good manners that 
offer respect to all God’s children, a smile to someone 
who’s suffering, bravely witness to the goodness of 
God’s love.  
 

In the words of Francis: Humble yourselves that you 
may be exalted by Christ! Hold back nothing of 
yourselves for yourselves, so that He who gives Himself 
totally to you may receive you totally!  

There are times we may not want to swallow pride, but 
we do profess Christ, the Humility of God. Stand up for 
justice, for gun control and an equitable society where 
everybody can play in the yard without fear.  
 

We are deeply grateful for your constant care and 
support, especially during this COVID plague. We pray 
for you daily so we can bring God’s peace to others.  
May God fill you with peace and everything that is 
good! 
 

Fr. Bob Hutmacher, ofm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Peter’s Church 
Mass Schedule 

 

Mondays through Fridays 
 Mass Times: 

11:40 am & 1:15 pm 
 

Saturdays 
Mass Time: 5:00 pm 

Vigil Mass for Sunday    

Sundays 
Mass Times: 9 :00 am and 11:00 am 

 

A reservation is required to attend Mass. 
Please call the Church Office at 312-372-5111 
Monday-Friday between 9:00 am and 6:00 pm 
or on Saturday between 10:30 am and 4:30 pm. 
 

Confession 
 

Mondays through Fridays 
10:30 am until 3 pm 

 

Saturdays 
12 noon until 4:30 pm 

 

Room B in the Lower Level Auditorium 
 

No reservation is required. 
 

For further information please view the 
website stpetersloop.org or call 312-372-5111. 

 

Please Note: 
 

Everyone entering the building 
 must wear a face covering at all times and 

 practice social distancing. 
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THIS WEEK’S 
SCRIPTURE STUDY 

John 20:19-33   
 

   “Whose sins you 
forgive are forgiven 
them…whose sins you 
retain are retained.”  
Donna had been violated 
and she couldn’t – 
wouldn’t – forget what 
her attacker had done.  
There was no peace in 
her.  She thought about it first thing in the morning 
and last thing at night, and if there was a moment 
during the day when she had nothing else to think 
about she thought about it then, too.  True, the man 
had been caught and was now sitting in prison, but 
that didn’t make Donna feel any better.  It just became 
something else to think about.  Justice may have been 
served but Donna had found no peace. 
 
   The first thing Jesus said to His disciples when he 
came to them in their locked room was “Peace be with 
you.”  Because He knew that the power to decide 
whether or not someone’s sins should be forgiven 
carried with it an awesome responsibility He spoke 
first of peace and only later of sin and forgiveness.  
The disciples were afraid.  The Jewish mob had 
brought about the death of their friend and Lord and 
now their own lives were in danger.  They couldn’t – 
wouldn’t – forget what these people had done.  There 
was no peace in them.  Perhaps that’s even what they 
were talking about behind those locked doors.  Maybe 
that’s why, when “…Jesus came and stood in their 
midst…” the first thing He did was wish them peace.  
Jesus, who had been so grievously violated, was 
sending them out to seek, not justice, but peace.  And 
since He knew that no one can be at peace within 
themselves as long as they continue to hold another’s 
sins against them, He entrusted to them the power to 
decide which to forgive and which to retain.  Then He 
breathed the power of the Holy Spirit into them to 
guide them.   
 
   Donna’s working with a counselor now, trying to 
find some peace.  And while it hasn’t always been 
easy, she’s finding that, as it was for the disciples 
before her, sometimes the gift of peace comes only 
when we decide to forgive – rather than to retain – the 
sins of the other… 
  

 By Vinal Van Benthem ofs 

St. Peter’s Church  
ZOOM Mass 

Sundays at 5 pm 
 

Fr. Ed Shea OFM 
celebrates Mass every 
Sunday at 5:00 pm via 
ZOOM. 
 

Please note: 
Zoom Masses will continue through June 20th. 

They will resume on September 12th. 
 

To access the ZOOM Mass, 
use the following Code and Password: 

https://zoom.us/j/7738924134  
 

Password: EdSheaOFM 

Monday, May 313311 
 

Monday, May 3311y,
Church Open ~ 9 am to 11 amm 

 

ch Open  9 am to 
Mass at 10 am

1m to 
mmm 

 

Please call llllll 312121122-2222-37272772222-2222-511111 Please calll 1311222-- 73737222-- 11515 11
to reserve a space at Mass.

1
ss.ss.. 
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If you would like to contribute to St. Peter’s 
Church in this time of need, please go to the 
website stpetersloop.org and click on the 
Online Giving link.  

Psychology At Lunchch 
 

Mondays 
12:15-12:45 pm CT 

 

Presented on ZOOM 
To Participate 

Email: repairmyhouse110@gmail.com  
 

Now in it’s 30th Year! 
 

Mind, Body and Soul Skills for the Journey 
 
 

MOVING FORWARD 
 
 

June 7:    The Hidden Reason: What’s the 
                 Purpose of Behavior—Your Own 
                 and Others? 
June 14:  Depression-Prone Thinking 
June 21:  Healthy Vulnerability in  
                 Relationships (self, intimacy, family, 
                 friends, work, God) 

 

Psychologist Dr. Jerry Hiller and 
Marilyn Rochon MA, LCPC guide 
participants in the pursuit of 
stress relief, self-acceptance,  
self-efficacy, and developing a 
sense of purpose. Participants 
learn to increase self-confidence, 

navigate through loss and depression, and improve 
relationships with themselves, others and God. The 
sessions combine practical psychology with the life-
giving ways of St. Francis of Assisi. 
 

To make a donation in support of St. Peter’s 
Church Programs, please go to stpetersloop.org 
and click the online donation tab. Donate to 
“Programs” and type in the comments section 
“Repair My House”. Thank you!  

Spiritual Direction is a way of 
listening for God’s wisdom and 
understanding in our daily life by 
talking about our relationship with 
God and others. 

 

Sr. Fran Sulzer FSPA, D. Min. and Br. Guillermo 
Morales OFM will work with persons who contact 
them for an appointment. Sr. Fran is also a counselor 
for people who choose or need a more clinical 
approach.  Appointments can be made for times 
between 10:30 am and 3 pm. 
 

 

To contact Sr. Fran email: 
fmsulzer@gmail.com 

 
 

To contact Br. Guillermo email: 
gamorales05@gmail.com 

St. Peter's 
Young Adults Group 

SPYA 
Will Meet on Monday 

May 25 
5:30-7 pm via ZOOM 

 

To access the Meeting, 
use the following Code and Password: 

 

https://zoom.us/j/7738924134  
 

Password: EdSheaOFM 

St. Petereerr’rr’’s Churchcchh 
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St. Peter’s Church 
Safety Guidelines 

 

Please wear a mask or face covering when 
entering St. Peter’s Church. All visitors 

must have their temperature taken and hands 
sanitized prior to entering the church. Please 
maintain social distancing. Thank you. 

STT. PETERERR’R SSS SS BOOKOK KK & GIFTFTTF  T SHOPOP 
Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341 

 

H!"#$ 
Mondays through Fridays 

10:30 am until 2:30 pm 
Saturdays 

12 noon until 5:00 pm 
Sundays 

8:30 am until 12:15 pm 
 

Over 1,500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards, 
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,  

Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards 

 
 
 
 
 

October 30-November 8, 2021 
 

WALK IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF JESUSUS 
 

With Fr. Bob Hutmacher, o.f.m. 
 

Visit Nazareth, Bethlehem, Cana, Jerusalem 
 and more. 

  For a brochure with  
pricing and full itinerary go to the website 

www.stpetersloop.org 
  and click on the link.   

VETERANS 
SUPPORT GROUP 

 

Fr. Ed McKenzie, OFM 
a member of the staff of 
St. Peter's and a Vietnam Veteran is in 

the process of developing a non-denominational 
group of men and women Veterans, "who come 
together (at this time due to the COVID virus via 
e-mail, Zoom, etc.) to raise each other up and 
support one another, helping each other to move 
through the obstacles that life throws at folks like 
us." 
 

If you would like further information 
you may contact Fr. Ed at:  

 

friared@hotmail.com 



Carolyn Kitty 312-917-1040
Certified Public Accountant

Individual & Small Business Accounting & Tax Service
20 North State Street, Suite 508, Chicago, IL

Email : carolyn@kittycpa.com • www.ckittycpa.com

        For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com St. Peter’s Church, Chicago, IL A 4C 01-1355

- Burial & Cremation Services 
- Pre-Planning Available 
- Delphine Michalik, Owner & 
   Funeral Director

Family Owned and Operated 
Since 1929

1056 West Chicago Avenue 
(312) 421-0936 

www.michalikfuneralhome.com

35 Years of Family Values and Family Business Offering a Full Range of Investment Services & Advice
Timothy A. Sinal & Theodore A. Sinal, First Vice Presidents/Investments

Three First National Plaza, Suite 2400 • Chicago, Illinois 60602          
(312) 269-0393   sinalta@stifel.com         Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC and NYSE

Mary ElizabEth KopKo 

Attorney At LAw

McBreen & Kopko, LLP
Social Security Disability 
(no fee unless successful) 

1525 East 53rd Street, Suite 709 
Chicago, Illinois 60615
(773) 752-2526 
(773) 752-2636 

Fax: (773) 752-4287

ED THE PLUMBER 
ED THE CARPENTER 

Best Work • Best Rate 
Satisfaction Guaranteed As 
We Do All Our Own Work 

$$ Parishioner Discount $$ 
(773) 471-1444

VIVERE 
CANTINA ENOTECA 

THE VILLAGE

71 West Monroe, 
Chicago 

Ph: 312-332-7005
Open 7 days Lunch and Dinner 
www.italianvillage-chicago.com

RESTAURANTS

•Skilled Nursing •Physical Therapy  
•Occupational Therapy •Speech Therapy 

•Medical Social Worker •Home Health Aide 
“Stay Home With Apple”
773-871-8700

Serving Chicago and Suburbs
www.applehomehealthcare.com

JOHN STRZYNSKI 
 Attorney at Law

• Wills • Living Trusts 
• Powers of Attorney 

• Guardianships 
• Probate Administration

(312) 223-0540
john@js-law.net

Call for Office or Home Appointment

“Mediation to Stay Married”“Mediation to Stay Married”
Struggling marriage? Therapy not working?

Partner refuses therapy?
Try a solution based process.

Save your marriage today.
www.marriage-mediation.comwww.marriage-mediation.com

312-523-2036312-523-2036

  ENROLL NOW 

  
18 CREDITS to GRADUATE 
Supportive Teachers & Staff 

#1 Rated School in Chicago 

(312) 563-1746 ext. 3 

 

1814 S. Union Ave 
 Chicago 

www. jahs.org 

Contact David Duran to place an ad today! 
dduran@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2465

ST. PETER CHURCH

stpetersloop.weshareonline.org


