
JUNE 13, 2021 

St. Peter’s Church 
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province 

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196 
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org  

A reservation is required to attend 
Mass. Please call 312-372-5111 to 

reserve a space at Mass. 
 

Weekend Masses 
 

Saturdays 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass for Sunday 

Sundays 
9:00 am and 11:00 am 

 

Weekday Masses 
 

Mondays through Fridays 
11:40 am and 1:15 pm 

 

Confessions 
Lower Level of the Church 

No reservation required. 
 

Mondays through Fridays 
10:30 am until 3:00 pm 

Saturdays 
12 noon until 4:30 pm 

 

Devotions 
 

St. Anthony Devotions on Tuesdays 
After the 11:40 am and 1:15 pm 

Masses. 
 

Office Hours 
 

Mondays through Fridays 
9:00 am until 6:00 pm 

 

Saturdays 
10:30 am until 4:30 pm 

 

Church Building Open 
 

Mondays through Fridays 
 10:30 am until 3:00 pm 

Saturdays 
12 noon until 6:00 pm 

Sundays 
8:30 am until 12:30 pm 

 
Please wear a face covering 

and practice social distancing. 



Pastor 
Fr. Michael J. Fowler O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Business Manager 
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Programs Director 
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Director of Public Safety 
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334 
 

Communications & Events Director   
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376 
 

Young Adult Ministry 
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134 
 

Director of Liturgy and Music 
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412 
 

Associate Director of Liturgy and Music 
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 
James Kapellas 312-853-2418 
 

Director of Environment and Sacristan 
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254 
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ST. PETER’S STAFF 

             Friar Confessors & Staff: 
 
 

Fr. Michael Fowler O.F.M., Pastor 
Fr. Don Blaeser O.F.M. 
Fr. Johnpaul Cafiero O.F.M. 
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M. 
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M. 
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M. 
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M 
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M. 
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M. 
Br. William Lanning O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M. 
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M. 
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M. 
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M. 

 

            Part-time Friar Staff: 
 

Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M. 
 

            In Residence: 
 

Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M. 
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M. 
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M. 
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M. 
Fr. Gilbert Ostdiek O.F.M. 
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M. 
Fr. Marc Sheckells O.F.M. 
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M. 
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M. 

FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF 

Saints’ Days and Observances 
 

Sun., June 13:       11th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
                                   Feast of St. Anthony of Padua 
 
Mon., June 14:      Ordinary Time 
                            
Tues., June 15:      Ordinary Time 
 
Wed., June 16:      Ordinary Time  
                                   
Thurs., June 17:    Ordinary Time 
 
Fri., June 18:         Ordinary Time 
 
Sat., June 19:         Ordinary Time 

Catholic Resourceses 
Please view the following websites for daily Mass, prayers 
and spiritual support: 

www.archchicago.org 
 

www.vatican.va 
 

www.usccb.org 
 

www.catholictv.org 
 

www.ewtn.com 
 

www.relevantradio.com 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
 

Many thanks to those of you who have contributed 
to St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts 
are essential to our ministry, and we are grateful. 
 
Weekly Goal……………………………….$   12,000 
May 23-29               Total.…………….......$     2,922 
                                  Difference….…..……$  - 9,078 
May 30-June 5        Total…….…………...$     3,374 
                                  Difference….…..……$  - 8,626 
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR 
T he feast of St. Anthony of Padua is ordinarily celebrated on June 
13, the day of his death in 1231. As 
June 13 this year falls on a Sunday 
the Church asks that we celebrate 
the Liturgy for the 11th Sunday in 
Ordinary time. As is the custom, 

here at St. Peter's, when the feast of St. Anthony falls on 
a Sunday we celebrate the feast on Monday, June 14. 
We encourage you to join us this year as we celebrate 
St. Anthony's feast at the 11:40 am and 1:15 pm Masses 
Monday. 
 

While most Franciscan 
parishes have Tuesday prayers 
to St. Anthony, I was intrigued 
to discover that St. Peter's 
Church has an historic reason 
to honor this special saint each 
Tuesday. In the 
commemorative book 
published for the dedication of 
our present church building on 

September 7, 1953, I found the following description 
(of old St. Peter's Church located at Polk & Clark) of 
why St. Anthony has been an important component of 
our history. The unnamed author wrote: 
 
"By 1870, Chicago's population numbered more 
than 500,000. St. Peter's had grown to a parish of 
1,200 families with two schools. Then came the 
disastrous Chicago fire. On a Sunday night, October 
8, 1871, the church bells rang out the alarm. The life 
of the city was swallowed up in devastating flames a 
mile wide and four miles long. 
 
Fanned by high winds and roaring through the 
tinder-dry, frame buildings, the fire which had 
started on the near west side, raced toward the lake. 
Early Monday morning the flames leapt across the 
river at Polk street. St. Louis Church at Polk and 
Sherman, where the French-speaking Catholic 
worshipped, crumpled. The old Bridewell (the City's 
short-term jail) at Polk and Wells perished next in 
the flames. It was but two blocks away from St. 
Peter's. 
 
The people of the parish hastened to the church as to 
their last refuge. Piling their pitifully few belongings 
on the steps and against the walls of the church, they 
crowded inside to pray. There they found the pastor, 
Fr. Peter Fischer, always the devoted shepherd of his 
people, kneeling in prayer, imploring help from 
heaven. 
 

Fr. Fischer was praying aloud. And the terrified 
members of his flock distinctly heard his solemn vow 
to erect a church in honor of St. Anthony of Padua, 
if God should spare his church and school. 
 
All of a sudden, the fire changed its course. The wind 
veered northward, and St. Peter's, its schools, and its 
people were spared. Actually, St. Anthony acquired 
two churches for himself that day.....St. Anthony's 
Church, that Fr. Fischer built in 1873, and St. 
Peter's Church, which from that day today, has been 
the center of Chicago's Tuesday devotion to the 
miracle-worker of Padua, St. Anthony. 
 
A heavy rain that evening helped put out the fire. 
Three hundred lives were lost and over 17,500 
buildings destroyed. Of the more than 150 homeless 
families of the parish, as many as possible were 
housed, fed, and otherwise provided for in St. Peter's 
facilities." 
 

   Seeking the intercession of St. Anthony of Padua in 
the face of extreme danger on an October evening in 
1871, began a tradition that continues to this day. 
Though the formula and words have changed through 
the years, the Franciscan friars and people of St. Peter's 
Church pray together after Masses on Tuesdays our 
devotions in honor of St. Anthony.  
 

   Since the COVID pandemic we have used a special 
request praying:  
 

St. Anthony, we ask especially your intercession in 
this time of a world-wide pandemic that those 
afflicted might be healed, that you would watch over 
all care-givers of the sick and help all who are 
working to prevent the spread of this disease. We 
also ask that you might help us in our personal 
requests as in silence we present them to the Lord 
(pause). Humbly and with trust in God we ask that 
you hear our prayers, through Christ our Lord. 

 

So who was St. Anthony of 
Padua? Anthony is more than 
the saint to pray to if we have 
lost something. Fernando di 
Martino was born in Portugal 
ca 1195 into an aristocratic 
and prestigious family. He 
was raised in Lisbon and at an 
early age joined the 
Augustinian Order. He was a 

bright young man and took to prayer and theological 
study with enthusiasm. He was ordained at 25 years of 
age. He was at peace with contemplation and study until 
a chance encounter with some of the early Franciscans, 

Continued on page 4 
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who were on their way to Morocco to preach the Gospel 
to the Muslims…. forever changed his life.  
 

   Moved by the martyrdom and witness of these early 
Franciscans in Morocco… Fernando asked and was 
given permission to leave the Augustinians and joined 
the Franciscans as Friar Anthony (named after St. 
Anthony of the desert).   
 

   In the Fall of 1220 Anthony [25yrs old] himself set off 
to preach the Gospel in Morocco… But serious illness 
struck him soon after arriving and forced him to return 
to his homeland. But on the way back home….his ship 
was battered by severe storms and he was shipwrecked 
on the shores of Sicily. Fortunately for him…. there 
were Franciscans nearby where he stayed helping 
them….immersing himself in contemplation, prayer and 
domestic chores as he slowly recovered his health.  His 
skill as a great teacher and preacher was soon evident so 
that……. 
 

   Anthony became not a missionary to Muslims but 
truly a Man of the Gospel to all who met him. Sent to 
preach against heretics in the area around Bologna… 
Anthony sought to strike a balance between pastoral 
activity, contemplation and solitude. He worked 
tirelessly in living and preaching the Gospel until worn 
down by his demanding ministry he again fell ill and 
died on 13 June 1231, scarcely 36 years old and only 11 
as a Franciscan. 
 

   That Anthony was highly thought of by St. Francis, 
the friars and the Church is evident from a brief note 
sent by Francis to Anthony in 1223/24… St. Francis was 
strong in his opposition to learning for status or to 
improve one’s social standing…fearing it would lead his 
friars from following the Gospel. But to Anthony he 
wrote, 
 

“Brother Francis sends his wishes of health to Brother 
Anthony, my bishop. It pleases me that you teach sacred 
theology to the brothers, as long as…. in the words of 
the Rule… you do not extinguish the Spirit of prayer and 
devotion with study of this kind.” 
 

   Anthony never wavered from Francis’ directive… to 
remain faithful to living the Gospel and passing on his 
knowledge to the brothers, calling all to faithfulness to 
Christ. As we celebrate his feast tomorrow (June 14)   
I encourage you to learn more about this holy man 
whose brief life of 36 years continues to influence so 
many to stay faithful to the Gospel way of life. 
 

Fr. Michael 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Peter’s Church 
Mass Schedule 

 

Mondays through Fridays 
 Mass Times: 

11:40 am & 1:15 pm 
 

Saturdays 
Mass Time: 5:00 pm 

Vigil Mass for Sunday    

Sundays 
Mass Times: 9 :00 am and 11:00 am 

 

A reservation is required to attend Mass. 
Please call the Church Office at 312-372-5111 
Monday-Friday between 9:00 am and 6:00 pm 
or on Saturday between 10:30 am and 4:30 pm. 
 

Confession 
 

Mondays through Fridays 
10:30 am until 3 pm 

 

Saturdays 
12 noon until 4:30 pm 

 

Room B in the Lower Level Auditorium 
 

No reservation is required. 
 

For further information please view the 
website stpetersloop.org or call 312-372-5111. 

 

Please Note: 
 

Everyone entering the building 
 must wear a face covering at all times and 

 practice social distancing. 
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THIS WEEK’S 
SCRIPTURE STUDY 

  Mk. 4:26-34    
 

   Sr. Sophie had been 
Mara’s high school 
literature teacher so it was 
only logical that she would 
be one of the first people 
Mara called to share the 
good news when her 
publisher offered her a 
book contract.  A Shakespeare scholar and poet, the 
nun had worked tirelessly to instill in her students a 
love for language; and her yearly Christmas poem had 
been the inspiration for much of Mara’s poetry as well 
as encouraging her to begin writing a yearly 
Christmas poem of her own.   
 

   Mara realized how difficult it must have been for Sr. 
Sophie to stand before students who were often there 
only because taking English Literature was 
mandatory, trying to help them to understand and 
appreciate the gift of literature even as she saw their 
eyes glazing over.  Mara wanted her to know that the 
seed she had scattered had indeed taken root and 
yielded fruit and to share with her that she would 
probably never have aspired to be a writer if it had not 
been for her teacher’s encouragement.     
 

   Jeanette is also a teacher, but her students are much 
younger.  Jeanette teaches first grade and her students, 
even when Covid forces them to attend class virtually, 
are like a bunch of little sponges, listening attentively 
to everything their teacher says.  And because she 
knows the importance of first teachers, Jeanette works 
tirelessly, not only with the children, but also with 
their parents.  Not depending solely on the occasional 
video parent-teacher’s conference, Jeanette makes it a 
practice to keep the lines of communication open with 
comments on the children’s class work, notes on their 
progress, and even the occasional phone call if 
something special needs to be discussed.   Jeanette 
believes in scattering seed beyond the classroom, even 
though she knows that she might never herself see the 
results of her efforts as the tiny plants grow to 
maturity.   
 

   In Mark’s Gospel we hear Jesus tell the story of a 
man who scattered seed, even though he had no way 
of knowing how it would sprout and grow.  Come to 
think of it, he might just as easily have been talking 
about a teacher … 
 

By Vinal Van Benthem ofs 

Reconciliation 
at St. Peter’s Church 

 

Mondays through Fridays 
10:30 am until 3 pm 

 

Saturdays 
12 noon until 4:30 pm 

 

Lower Level—No Reservation Required 

St. Peter’s Church  
ZOOM Mass 

Sundays at 5 pm 
 

Fr. Ed Shea OFM 
celebrates Mass every 
Sunday at 5:00 pm via 
ZOOM. 
 

Please note: 
Zoom Masses will continue through June 20th. 

They will resume on September 12th. 
 

To access the ZOOM Mass, 
use the following Code and Password: 

https://zoom.us/j/7738924134  
 

Password: EdSheaOFM 
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Psychology At Lunchch 
 

Mondays 
12:15-12:45 pm CT 

 

Presented on ZOOM 
To Participate 

Email: repairmyhouse110@gmail.com  
 

Now in it’s 30th Year! 
 

Mind, Body and Soul Skills for the Journey 
 
 

MOVING FORWARD 
 
 

June 14:  Depression-Prone Thinking 
June 21:  Healthy Vulnerability in  
                 Relationships (self, intimacy, family, 
                 friends, work, God) 

 

Psychologist Dr. Jerry Hiller and 
Marilyn Rochon MA, LCPC guide 
participants in the pursuit of 
stress relief, self-acceptance,  
self-efficacy, and developing a 
sense of purpose. Participants 
learn to increase self-confidence, 

navigate through loss and depression, and improve 
relationships with themselves, others and God. The 
sessions combine practical psychology with the life-
giving ways of St. Francis of Assisi. 
 

To make a donation in support of St. Peter’s 
Church Programs, please go to stpetersloop.org 
and click the online donation tab. Donate to 
“Programs” and type in the comments section 
“Repair My House”. Thank you!  

St. Petereerr’rr’s Churchcch 
  

 
 

 
The Blessed Virgin Mary in the Blessed Virggin Maryy in 

Life and Writings of 
thhyy in 

ooff  Life and WritingsLife and Writings oo
Francis of Assisi

f fgs ogs ooofof
isi Francis of AssFrancis of Assiss

Presented by
ssissssissisiiisi
bbyy Presented bPPrreesseenntteedd bbbyybbyy

Fr. Chris Shorrock, OFM, Conv.v. rockk
 
 

Josephph’hh’’’s Dreams:s:: Josepppphhh DreamsDrss  DDs Dss  s s::
The Art of Listeninggng he Art of Listehe Arrtt of Listenit oft of

Presented by
nnnggngenineniin

bby Presented bPresented bbyyby
Fr. Derran Combs, OFM, Ph.D.D.. mbss

 
 

Linking Liturgy and Lifefe nking Liturgy and LLturgy
Four Part Series

Liffd LL
es FFoouurr PPaarrtt SSeerrFour Part Serie

Presented by
sssrriieerieeesses

bby Presented bPresented bbyby
Fr. Gilbert Ostdiek, OFMM 

St. Peterer’r’’s 7th Annual Galala hh  AA
 

Sponsors & Auction Items Needed!d! 
 

To help make this evening a success, we 
are seeking sponsorships and auction 
items including: vacation getaways, 
unique experiences, dinner and theater 
packages, tickets to athletic events, gift 
cards, jewelry, sports memorabilia, and 
golf packages. All donations are greatly 
appreciated and tax deductible. 
 
Please contact Fr. Mario DiCicco at: 
312-372-5111 if you would like to become 
a sponsor and/or donate an auction item. 
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St. Peter’s Church Safety Guidelines 
 

Please wear a mask or face covering 
when entering St. Peter’s Church. 

All visitors must sanitize hands upon 
entering the building. Please maintain 
social distancing. Thank you. 

STT. PETERERR’R SS SS BOOKOK K & GIFTFTTFF  T SHOPOPP 
Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341 

 

H!#$% 
Mondays through Fridays 

10:30 am until 2:30 pm 
Saturdays 

12 noon until 5:00 pm 
Sundays 

8:30 am until 12:15 pm 
 

Over 1,500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards, 
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,  

Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards 

 
 
 
 
 

October 30-November 8, 2021 
 

WALK IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF JESUSUS 
 

With Fr. Bob Hutmacher, o.f.m. 
 

Visit Nazareth, Bethlehem, Cana, Jerusalem 
 and more. 

  For a brochure with  
pricing and full itinerary go to the website 

www.stpetersloop.org 
  and click on the link.   

Spiritual Direction is a way of 
listening for God’s wisdom and 
understanding in our daily life by 
talking about our relationship with 
God and others. 

 

Sr. Fran Sulzer FSPA, D. Min. and Br. Guillermo 
Morales OFM will work with persons who contact 
them for an appointment. Sr. Fran is also a counselor 
for people who choose or need a more clinical 
approach.  Appointments can be made for times 
between 10:30 am and 3 pm. 
 

 

To contact Sr. Fran email: 
fmsulzer@gmail.com 

 
 

To contact Br. Guillermo email: 
gamorales05@gmail.com 



Carolyn Kitty 312-917-1040
Certified Public Accountant

Individual & Small Business Accounting & Tax Service
20 North State Street, Suite 508, Chicago, IL

Email : carolyn@kittycpa.com • www.ckittycpa.com
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- Burial & Cremation Services 
- Pre-Planning Available 
- Delphine Michalik, Owner & 
   Funeral Director

Family Owned and Operated 
Since 1929

1056 West Chicago Avenue 
(312) 421-0936 

www.michalikfuneralhome.com

35 Years of Family Values and Family Business Offering a Full Range of Investment Services & Advice
Timothy A. Sinal & Theodore A. Sinal, First Vice Presidents/Investments

Three First National Plaza, Suite 2400 • Chicago, Illinois 60602          
(312) 269-0393   sinalta@stifel.com         Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC and NYSE

Mary ElizabEth KopKo 

Attorney At LAw

McBreen & Kopko, LLP
Social Security Disability 
(no fee unless successful) 

1525 East 53rd Street, Suite 709 
Chicago, Illinois 60615

(773) 752-2526 
(773) 752-2636 

Fax: (773) 752-4287

ED THE PLUMBER 
ED THE CARPENTER 

Best Work • Best Rate 
Satisfaction Guaranteed As 
We Do All Our Own Work 

$$ Parishioner Discount $$ 
(773) 471-1444

VIVERE 
CANTINA ENOTECA 

THE VILLAGE

71 West Monroe, 
Chicago 

Ph: 312-332-7005
Open 7 days Lunch and Dinner 
www.italianvillage-chicago.com

RESTAURANTS

•Skilled Nursing •Physical Therapy  
•Occupational Therapy •Speech Therapy 

•Medical Social Worker •Home Health Aide 
“Stay Home With Apple”
773-871-8700

Serving Chicago and Suburbs
www.applehomehealthcare.com

JOHN STRZYNSKI 
 Attorney at Law

• Wills • Living Trusts 
• Powers of Attorney 

• Guardianships 
• Probate Administration

(312) 223-0540
john@js-law.net

Call for Office or Home Appointment

“Mediation to Stay Married”“Mediation to Stay Married”
Struggling marriage? Therapy not working?

Partner refuses therapy?
Try a solution based process.

Save your marriage today.
www.marriage-mediation.comwww.marriage-mediation.com

312-523-2036312-523-2036

  ENROLL NOW 

  
18 CREDITS to GRADUATE 
Supportive Teachers & Staff 

#1 Rated School in Chicago 

(312) 563-1746 ext. 3 

 

1814 S. Union Ave 
 Chicago 

www. jahs.org 

ST. PETER CHURCH

stpetersloop.weshareonline.org

Delivery & Pick- Up 
Catering Available

252 W 26th St. Chicago 
(312) 225-5555    RicobenesPizza.com

Contact Kelly O’Brien-Carnevale to place 
 an ad today! kcarnevale@4LPi.com 

 or (800) 477-4574 x6333


