St. Peter’s Church
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province
AUGUST 8, 2021
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturdays
5:00 pm Vigil Mass for Sunday
Sundays
9:00 am and 11:00 am

Weekday Masses

Mondays through Fridays
11:40 am and 1:15 pm

CONFESSIONS

Lower Level of the Church
Mondays through Fridays
10:30 am until 3:00 pm
Saturdays
12 noon until 4:30 pm

DEVOTIONS

St. Anthony Devotions on Tuesdays
After the 11:40 am and
1:15 pm Masses.

OFFICE HOURS
Mondays through Fridays
9:00 am until 6:00 pm

Saturdays

10:30 am until 4:30 pm

CHURCH BUILDING OPEN
Mondays through Fridays
10:30 am until 3:00 pm
Saturdays
12 noon until 6:00 pm
Sundays
8:30 am until 12:30 pm

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church
Catholic Resources
es

Please view the following websites for daily Mass, prayers
and spiritual support:

www.archchicago.org
www.vatican.va
www.usccb.org
www.catholictv.org
www.ewtn.com
www.relevantradio.com

Saints’ Days and Observances

Sun., August 8:

19th Sunday in Or dinar y Time

Mon., August 9: Or dinar y Time
Tues., August 10: St. Lawr ence
Wed., August 11: St. Clar e of Assisi
Thurs., August 12: Or dinar y Time
Fri., August 13:

Or dinar y Time

Sat., August 14:

St. Maximilian Kolbe

ST. PETER’S STAFF
Pastor
Fr. Michael J. Fowler O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Business Manager
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Programs Director
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Director of Public Safety
Mychael Ramos 312-853-2334
Communications & Events Director
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376
Young Adult Ministry
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134
Director of Liturgy and Music
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412
Associate Director of Liturgy and Music
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers
James Kapellas 312-853-2418
Director of Environment and Sacristan
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254
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FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF
Friar Confessors & Staff:
Fr. Michael Fowler O.F.M., Pastor
Fr. Don Blaeser O.F.M.
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M.
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M.
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M.
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M.
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M.
Br. William Lanning O.F.M.
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M.
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M.
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M.
Part-time Friar Staff:
Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M.
In Residence:
Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M.
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M.
Fr. Gilbert Ostdiek O.F.M.
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M.
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M.
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M.

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Many thanks to those of you who have contributed
to St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts
are essential to our ministry, and we are grateful.
Weekly Goal………………………….......$ 12,000
July 25-31
Total…….…………….$ 5,464
Difference….…..……..$ - 6,536
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR

MISSIONARY
COOPERATION PLAN
his weekend, August 7-8, 2021,
throughout the Archdiocese, we
observe the Missionary Cooperation
Plan, the annual collection that
connects our archdiocese with
missionary causes around the world. Unfortunately, for
a second summer the missionaries could not send
speakers to visit us in person due to the global
pandemic. Religious congregations of sisters, brothers
and priests, along with missionary dioceses and
organizations such as schools, orphanages and medical
clinics benefit from our prayers and donations. We will
have a second collection for the missions at the Masses
today.
ST. CLARE OF ASSISI
Wednesday, August 11 is for Franciscans
throughout the world a special day to
celebrate the feast of St. Clare of Assisi.
Clare was born in 1193 into a family of
the nobility of Assisi, Italy. As a young
girl she showed great compassion for the
poor and devotion to prayer. Hearing
Francis of Assisi and his followers preach
she felt the call to follow their way of life in living the
Gospel. Though facing great opposition by her father
and brothers Clare secretly went to the small church of
Our Lady of Angels on Palm Sunday in 1212 and was
received into religious life by Francis.
At the time of Clare all religious nuns lived behind
cloistered walls. Initially Clare and her followers lived
with the Benedictine sisters but eventually were able to
move to the church of San Damiano in Assisi where a
convent was established for the sisters. Because the
culture of the Middle Ages and Church regulations
would not allow women religious outside the cloister,
Clare and “the Poor Ladies” as they were called
devoted themselves to a life of prayer and sacrifice.
All her life Clare fought (even the Pope!) for “the
privilege of poverty.” It was only on her deathbed that
Pope Innocent IV relented and signed the papal
document giving that privilege to Clare and all the
“Poor Clares” who would follow after her. Clare was
canonized in 1255, two years after her death.
As the premier Franciscan saint, after Francis of
Assisi, we honor St. Clare as a woman who fought to
live the Gospel as faithfully as she saw Francis and his
followers trying to follow Christ. I pray each one of us
who worship here at St. Anthony’s may have such
passion and grace from God to follow the Gospel as

T

Christ leads us. Let us keep our Poor Clare sisters
throughout the world in our prayers today as they
celebrate “Our Holy Mother Clare.”
To learn more about St. Clare, I encourage you to
attend a special talk by Fr. Robert Hutmacher, OFM on
"Clare - A Woman of Great Strength”. This
presentation will be held in the St. Clare Auditorium on
Thursday, August 12 at 12:15 pm.
ASSUMPTION OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Next weekend, August 14-15 we
celebrate the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. On November
1, 1950 Pope Pius XII defined the
Assumption of Mary to be a dogma
of our faith. In his declaration he said,
“We pronounce, declare and define it
to be a divinely revealed dogma that
the immaculate Mother of God, the
ever Virgin Mary, having completed the course of her
earthly life, was assumed body and soul to heavenly
glory.” The Church has held belief in the Assumption
as far back as the fifth century. In the midst of our
summer activities and vacation we pause this weekend
to recall the important role Mary has played in salvation
history. Pope emeritus Benedict XVI reflected a few
years ago that, “…precisely because Mary is with God
and in God, she is very close to each one of us. While
she lived on this earth she could only be close to a few
people. Being in God, who is actually ‘within’ all of us,
Mary shares in this closeness to God.”
HEALTH
As we are aware the COVID pandemic has greatly
impacted our church, city and the entire world. As more
people were vaccinated it appeared that the danger of
this virus would continue to lessen here in the USA. In
fact, mask mandates, registering for Masses, and many
other restrictions were lessened as the readily available
vaccines were helping stop the spread of this terrible
disease.
While some people have been unable to receive the
vaccine due to various health concerns for themselves
many people are able to be vaccinated. Unfortunately, a
rapidly growing variant of COVID is now causing
another increase in those affected with this new variant
of the disease. Hospitals throughout the country are
noticing an alarming increase in those who have this
new variant. As medical, scientific and health workers
are reporting, most of those now getting COVID are
those who have not received any vaccine against this
disease.
Continued on page 4

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church
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While I cannot force anyone to receive any of the
available vaccines against this disease, I ask those of
you who have so far refused to receive the vaccine to reconsider your decision. Overwhelming scientific
evidence is that because so many are not being
vaccinated this variant is growing rapidly putting at risk
many people and filling up our hospitals again with
those suffering from COVID.
All of the friars here at St. Peter's have been
vaccinated for many months now. As soon as we were
able, we received this vaccine so that we would not put
our elderly friars at risk in the friary as well as to be sure
we would not put any of you who come to St. Peter's at
risk. Pope Francis has spoken often that to receive the
vaccine to help stop the spread of COVID is truly a
Christian act of being concerned for one another. Pope
Francis has stated, "I believe that morally everyone must
take the vaccine. It is the moral choice because it is
about your life but also the lives of others." As disciples
of Jesus, who preached and lived kindness for our
brothers and sisters, we can do no less.
I am at a loss as to why so many have politicized this
life-saving vaccine in our country. As the danger of this
variant of COVID increases I am concerned that we
may have to return to mandated wearing of masks,
limiting gatherings of people and other restrictions to
help stop the spread of a disease that the medical
community tells us could be halted if the majority of
people were vaccinated.
As of the writing of this bulletin (8/1/21) the City of
Chicago Health Department and the Archdiocese of
Chicago have issued Guidelines that strongly
recommends that everyone, regardless of vaccination
status, wear a mask in indoor public places. If the
wearing of masks for Masses and other church events at
St. Peter's becomes mandatory we will keep you
informed. The resurgence of the COVID delta variant
presents us with further dangers to the health of
everyone, especially our mostly vulnerable people. May
we all do everything we can to help prevent the further
spread of this deadly disease. As we move forward
through the summer I encourage you to help everyone
around us stay healthy. May God's Spirit help us all in
these difficult times.
SECURITY
As I mentioned in last weekend's bulletin, after 33
years of faithful service to St. Peter's Church, the
director of our St. Peter's Church Security Team has
retired. Gilbert Matthews was instrumental in helping
establish our security team and has served as director
from the beginning. Providing directions, helping those
who might have fallen ill or injured at the church or
helping direct troubled people from the church, Gilbert
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helped assure all of us a place to worship in safety and
security over these past 33 years. Mr. Mychael Ramos,
who has been working security here at St. Peter's for a
number of years, has been appointed the Director of
Security for St. Peter's. Please keep our security team
and all those throughout the City who keep us safe in
your prayers. I thank our security team here at St. Peter's
for their dedication and faithfulness to helping keep the
church as a place of peace and prayer.
Fr. Michael
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ST. PETER’S CHURCH
MASS SCHEDULE
Mondays through Fridays
Mass Times:
11:40 am & 1:15 pm
Saturdays
Mass Time: 5:00 pm
Vigil Mass for Sunday
Sundays
Mass Times: 9 :00 am and 11:00 am
CONFESSION
Mondays through Fridays
10:30 am until 3 pm
Saturdays
12 noon until 4:30 pm
Lower Level Auditorium
For further information please view the
website stpetersloop.org or call
312-372-5111.
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THIS WEEK’S
SCRIPTURE STUDY
Jn. 6:41-51; Eph. 4:30 – 5:2
As not only our
children but many
American adults as well
tend increasingly
toward obesity these
words, whether spoken
by medical experts
recommending a more
balanced diet or by nutritionists pointing out the value
of healthier school lunch choices, seem to be directed
right at us: “You are what you eat.”
“I am the living bread…”. As Covid restrictions in
many areas are gradually relaxing people are coming
back to church and again coming forward to receive
Communion. Row after row, it seems that almost
everyone “goes to Communion” on Sunday. But does
what we eat on Sunday make any difference on
Monday?
Overheard at the coffee machine: “Fred was let go
last week.” “What happened?” “Don’t know, but it
must have been pretty bad. He’s got a wife and a
couple of kids, you know. Wonder if he got any kind
of severance package.” Does anybody call Fred? Or
are they too busy going though his desk to see what
kind of stuff he left behind? For that matter, what
kind of stuff did Fred leave behind? Notes? Files?
Or was Fred so angry that he either took everything
with him or destroyed it? What really happened?
Was Fred “let go”? Or did he quit? Is it possible that
somebody’s trying to twist the story of Fred’s leaving
in order to make either Fred or the company look bad?
“All bitterness, fury, anger, shouting and reviling
must be removed from you, along with all malice.”
Paul was talking to the Ephesians but sometimes it
seems that his words could just as easily be directed at
us – especially during rush hour (or even on our way
out of the parking lot after Mass!).
“[B]e kind…compassionate, forgiving one another
as God has forgiven you…”. This “becoming what
we eat” is harder than it looks! Couldn’t we just
concentrate on eating and forget that becoming part?
“[T]he bread that I…give is my flesh for the life of the
world.” Now Jesus’ words are directed at us. “You
are what you eat”. What do we eat on Sunday? And
does it make any difference on Monday?
By Vinal Van Benthem ofs

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church

Psychology At Lunch
ch
Mondays

12:15-12:45 pm CT
Presented on ZOOM
To Participate
Email: repairmyhouse110@gmail.com
Now in it’s 30th Year!
Mind, Body and Soul Skills for the Journey

Moving Forward in Our Transitions—Part 2
Aug. 9:

SELF-CONTEMPT vs.
SELF-ACCEPTANCE

Psychologist Dr. Jerry Hiller and
Marilyn Rochon MA, LCPC guide
participants in the pursuit of stress
relief, self-acceptance, self-efficacy,
and developing a sense of
purpose. Participants learn to
increase self-confidence, navigate through loss and
depression, and improve relationships with
themselves, others and God. The sessions combine
practical psychology with the life-giving ways of St.
Francis of Assisi.
To make a donation in support of St. Peter’s Church
Programs, please go to stpetersloop.org and click the
online donation tab. Donate to “Programs” and type in
the comments section “Repair My House”. Thank you!
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St. Peter
er’
r’’s 7th Annual Gala
la
Sponsors & Auction Items Needed!
d
d!

To help make this evening a success, we
are seeking sponsorships and auction
items including: vacation getaways,
unique experiences, dinner and theater
packages, tickets to athletic events, gift
cards, jewelry, sports memorabilia, and
golf packages. All donations are greatly
appreciated and tax deductible.

Please contact Fr. Mario DiCicco at:
312-372-5111 if you would like to become
a sponsor and/or donate an auction item.
Subscribe to the Bulletin Online!
If you would like to receive St. Peter’s
Church Bulletin electronically, please go to
www.stpetersloop.org. Go to the Bulletin
section on the home page and click on the
link “Subscribe to our Publications”. You can
sign up to have the bulletins emailed to you. If
attending Mass or going to Confession, bulletins are
available at the Security Desk.
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ST. PETER
ER
R’S BOOK
OK
K & GIFT
FT
F
T SHOP
OP
P
Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341

H!#$%
Mondays through Fridays
10:30 am until 2:30 pm
Saturdays
12 noon until 5:00 pm
Sundays
8:30 am until 12:15 pm
Over 1,500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards,
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,
Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards

October 30-November 8, 2021
WALK IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS
US
With Fr. Bob Hutmacher, o.f.m.

Visit Nazareth, Bethlehem, Cana, Jerusalem
and more.
For a brochure with
pricing and full itinerary go to the website
www.stpetersloop.org and click on the link.

We have room for 5 more pilgrims but you
must register before August 25!
Spiritual Direction is a way of
listening for God’s wisdom and
understanding in our daily life by
talking about our relationship with
God and others.
Sr. Fran Sulzer FSPA, D. Min. and Br. Guillermo
Morales OFM will work with per sons who contact
them for an appointment. Sr. Fran is also a counselor
for people who choose or need a more clinical
approach. Appointments can be made for times
between 10:30 am and 3 pm.
To contact Sr. Fran email:
fmsulzer@gmail.com
To contact Br. Guillermo email:
gamorales05@gmail.com

If you would like to contribute to St. Peter’s
Church in this time of need, please go to the
website stpetersloop.org and click on the
Online Giving link.

35 Years of Family Values and Family Business Offering a Full Range of Investment Services & Advice
Timothy A. Sinal & Theodore A. Sinal, First Vice Presidents/Investments
Three First National Plaza, Suite 2400 • Chicago, Illinois 60602

(312) 269-0393 sinalta@stifel.com

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC and NYSE

Carolyn Kitty 312-917-1040

VIVERE

Certified Public Accountant

CANTINA ENOTECA
- Burial & Cremation Services
- Pre-Planning Available
- Delphine Michalik, Owner &
Funeral Director
Family Owned and Operated
Since 1929
1056 West Chicago Avenue
(312) 421-0936
www.michalikfuneralhome.com

Individual & Small Business Accounting & Tax Service
20 North State Street, Suite 508, Chicago, IL

THE VILLAGE
71 West Monroe,
Chicago
RESTAURANTS
Ph: 312-332-7005
Open 7 days Lunch and Dinner
www.italianvillage-chicago.com

Email : carolyn@kittycpa.com • www.ckittycpa.com

JOHN STRZYNSKI
Attorney at Law

Delivery & Pick- Up
Catering Available
252 W 26th St. Chicago
(312) 225-5555 RicobenesPizza.com

ED THE PLUMBER
ED THE CARPENTER
Best Work • Best Rate
Satisfaction Guaranteed As
We Do All Our Own Work
$$ Parishioner Discount $$

(773) 471-1444

• Wills • Living Trusts
• Powers of Attorney
• Guardianships
• Probate Administration

Mary Elizabeth Kopko

(312) 223-0540
john@js-law.net

Attorney at Law
McBreen & Kopko, LLP
Social Security Disability
(no fee unless successful)
1525 East 53rd Street, Suite 709
Chicago, Illinois 60615

Call for Office or Home Appointment

(773) 752-2526
(773) 752-2636
Fax: (773) 752-4287

“Mediation to Stay Married”
Struggling marriage? Therapy not working?
Partner refuses therapy?
Try a solution based process.
Save your marriage today.

Contact Kelly O’Brien-Carnevale to place
an ad today! kcarnevale@4LPi.com
or (800) 477-4574 x6333

www.marriage-mediation.com

312-523-2036

ST. PETER CHURCH
stpetersloop.weshareonline.org

ENROLL NOW

•Skilled Nursing •Physical Therapy
•Occupational Therapy •Speech Therapy
•Medical Social Worker •Home Health Aide

“Stay Home With Apple”

773-871-8700

Serving Chicago and Suburbs

www.applehomehealthcare.com

#1 Rated School in Chicago
18 CREDITS to GRADUATE
Supportive Teachers & Staff
1814 S. Union Ave
Chicago

www. jahs.org

(312) 563-1746 ext. 3
For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

St. Peter’s Church, Chicago, IL

A 4C 01-1355

