
AUGUST 15, 2021 

St. Peter’s Church 
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province 

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196 
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org  

 
WEEKEND MASSES 

 

Saturdays 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass for Sunday 

 

Sundays 
9:00 am and 11:00 am 

 
Weekday Masses 

 

Mondays through Fridays 
11:40 am and 1:15 pm 

 
CONFESSIONS 

Lower Level of the Church 
 

Mondays through Fridays 
10:30 am until 3:00 pm 

 

Saturdays 
12 noon until 4:30 pm 

 
DEVOTIONS 

 

St. Anthony Devotions on Tuesdays 
After the 11:40 am and 

1:15 pm Masses. 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Mondays through Fridays 
9:00 am until 6:00 pm 

 

Saturdays 
10:30 am until 4:30 pm 

 
CHURCH BUILDING OPEN 

 

Mondays through Fridays 
 10:30 am until 3:00 pm 

 

Saturdays 
12 noon until 6:00 pm 

 

Sundays 
8:30 am until 12:30 pm 



Pastor 
Fr. Michael J. Fowler O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Business Manager 
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Programs Director 
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Director of Public Safety 
Mychael Ramos 312-853-2334 
 

Communications & Events Director   
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376 
 

Young Adult Ministry 
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134 
 

Director of Liturgy and Music 
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412 
 

Associate Director of Liturgy and Music 
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 
James Kapellas 312-853-2418 
 

Director of Environment and Sacristan 
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254 
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ST. PETER’S STAFF 

             Friar Confessors & Staff: 
 
 

Fr. Michael Fowler O.F.M., Pastor 
Fr. Don Blaeser O.F.M. 
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M. 
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M. 
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M. 
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M 
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M. 
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M. 
Br. William Lanning O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M. 
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M. 
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M. 
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M. 

 

            Part-time Friar Staff: 
 

Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M. 
 

            In Residence: 
 

Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M. 
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M. 
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M. 
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M. 
Fr. Gilbert Ostdiek O.F.M. 
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M. 
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M. 
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M. 

FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF 

Saints’ Days and Observances 
 

Sun., August 15:     The Assumption of the 
                                 Blessed Virgin Mary 
                                                             
Mon., August 16:    Ordinary Time 
                            
Tues., August 17:    St. Beatr ice of Silva 
  
Wed., August 18:    Ordinary Time 
                                 
Thurs., August 19: Ordinary Time 
 
Fri., August 20:      St. Bernard 
 
Sat., August 21:      St. Pius X 

Catholic Resourceses 
Please view the following websites for daily Mass, prayers 
and spiritual support: 

www.archchicago.org 
 

www.vatican.va 
 

www.usccb.org 
 

www.catholictv.org 
 

www.ewtn.com 
 

www.relevantradio.com 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
 

Many thanks to those of you who have contributed 
to St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts 
are essential to our ministry, and we are grateful. 
 
Weekly Goal………………………….......$  12,000 
August 1-7            Total…….…………….$    5,498 
                               Difference….…..……..$  - 6,502 
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR 
ASSUMPTION OF THE 

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
 

T his weekend, August 14-15 we 
celebrate the Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary. On November 
1, 1950 Pope Pius XII defined the 
Assumption of Mary to be a dogma 

of our faith. In his declaration he said, “We pronounce, 
declare and define it to be a divinely revealed dogma 
that the immaculate Mother of God, the ever-Virgin 
Mary, having completed the course of her earthly life, 
was assumed body and soul to heavenly glory.” The 
Church has held belief in the Assumption as far back as 
the fifth century. In the midst of our summer activities 
and vacation we pause this weekend to recall the 
important role Mary has played in salvation history. 
Pope emeritus Benedict XVI reflected a few years ago 
that, “…precisely because Mary is with God and in 
God, she is very close to each one of us. While she lived 
on this earth she could only be close to a few people. 
Being in God, who is actually ‘within’ all of us, Mary 
shares in this closeness to God.” 
 
 

MEETINGS 
 

This week we will be having a 
meeting of our 175th Anniversary 
Committee. On Sunday, August 1, 
2021 we began our year-long 
celebration with a festive Mass at 
11:00 am. Fr. Thomas Nairn, OFM, 
the Provincial of the Franciscan 
Province of the Sacred Heart 
presided and preached at this Mass. 
Throughout the coming year we 

plan to have a number of special events to 
commemorate our 175 years here in the Loop. As we 
honor our history we also will explore ways in how we 
can best ministry to folks in the Loop in light of the 
impact of the COVID pandemic of the past two years. 
The anniversary committee will be scheduling various 
events throughout the coming year at our meeting this 
week. Continue to check our weekend bulletins, 
Facebook, posters in church and on the kiosk in front of 
the church and our web site for these special events and 
services. We will conclude our year-long celebration 
with a festive Mass next August 2022. 
 

   St. Peter's Church was established in 1846 to minister 
to the increasing German immigrant population in 
Chicago. The site chosen to build the first church was 
on the south side of Washington Street between Wells 
and Franklin Streets. The church building was 
completed that summer and dedicated on August 2, 

1846. It was a frame building, forty feet wide and sixty 
feet long, with a seating capacity of 700. A Catholic 
school was located behind the church and the rectory 
was west of the church building. A diocesan priest, Fr. 
John Jung was the first appointed pastor.  We will be 
sharing more information about our history in the 
coming year. 
 

   Sometime this month on Madison Street in front of 
the church you will see a couple of banners on the light 
poles announcing our 175th anniversary. The banners 
show an image of Old St. Peter's and our present 
church. A big Thank You to the generosity of some 
members of St. Peter's congregation that enabled us to 
install these banners,  
 

   A second meeting that will take place this week is our 
Gala Committee. Due to an increase in the possibility of 
further restrictions of increasing COVID dangers this 
year's Gala will be "virtual" as we did last year. The 7th 
Annual St. Peter's Church Gala will be held on 
Saturday, October 2, 2021. The live stream is from 6:30 
pm - 8:00 pm. You can register at: 
stpeters7thgala.givesmart.com. Online auction 
bidding begins on September 27, 2021 at 10:00 am. 
More information is available on our web site or you 
may call Mrs. Jo Ann Bednar (Communications & 
Events Director) at 312-853-2376. 
 

   The funds raised through our annual Gala are crucial 
to supporting our ministry here at St. Peter's Church. 
Since my arrival last year, I have been impressed and 
inspired by the generosity of so many of you who 
participated and contributed to last year's Gala. Your 
donations enabled us to continue keeping the church 
open and providing ministry to so many people who 
come to our doors. Fr. Mario DiCicco, OFM is again 
this year guiding the Gala Committee and providing us 
with insightful leadership. We hope that with your 
generosity again this year for the Gala we will continue 
to provide quality ministry to everyone who comes to 
St. Peter's Church. 
 

END VIOLENCE 
 

As I write these words it is 
Sunday, August 8 and Masses 
are completed for this 
weekend. Unfortunately, this 
morning began with the news 
announcing the shooting death 
of a Chicago police officer and 
another officer shot and 
seriously injured during a 
traffic stop. The news also 

reported the shooting of over 45 people (4 fatally) since 

Continued on page 4 
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Saturday. I am at a loss to express how senseless this on
-going violence is to our lives.  
 

   Last month Cardinal Archbishop Blase Cupich wrote a 
letter addressing the painful violence affecting our City 
and country. A copy was placed in our July 25, 2021 
church bulletin. I hope you had a chance to read the 
Archbishop's reflections. In light of the continuing 
plague of violence touching all areas of Chicago, I urge 
you to read and reflect upon the Cardinal's thoughts. I 
have placed below some excerpts from his letter. I'll 
share more in next weekend's bulletin. 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers,  
 

In Chicago, in the metro area, and even 
more widely across our nation, we face a 
profoundly painful moment in our life 
together. So many families are grieving the 
loss of loved ones to violence, and those 
loved ones include babies and small 
children. The grief is compounded by the 
senselessness of the loss. Fear accompanies 
many of us as we go about our daily lives. 
We are afraid of becoming a victim of gun 

violence, or a carjacking, or an assault. And we are afraid not only 
for ourselves but also for the people we care for.  
 

As we recover from the pandemic and embrace a more familiar way 
of life, the comfort of normalcy we had hoped for is being spoiled 
by a menacing violence that threatens all of us. Understandably, we 
want this horrifying situation resolved without delay. Government 
leaders and community activists have offered many ideas, for 
example: more effective policing, reforming the criminal justice 
system, stemming the flood of illegal guns, dismantling gangs, 
investment in historically disadvantaged neighborhoods, 
strengthening education and shoring up family life. I cannot claim 
special expertise in all these matters. But as a pastor, I can point to 
the underlying spiritual crisis that this violent and unstable 
situation has provoked.  
 

When violence prompts grief, fear, and a loss of hope, as it always 
does, people feel alienated from one another. On one level, the 
fractures appear to be along the lines of race, ethnicity, economic 
class, and political affiliation. But it runs much deeper than that. 
We seem unable or unwilling to comprehend that we are 
inextricably connected with each other. Yet we truly are fratelli 
tutti, as Pope Francis put it — all brothers and sisters to each 
other. If we lose that sense of interconnectedness, we also lose our 
sense of compassion, empathy and responsibility for each other. 
And that counts as an incalculable spiritual loss, with profound 
consequences for how we live together as neighbors, as members of 
the same human family. In this light, I recall the prophetic words of 
Dr. Martin Luther King in 1964: “We must learn to live together as 
brothers [and sisters] or perish together as fools.” (St. Louis, 
March 22, 1964)  
 

If we, the people of God, are to remain faithful to our identity and 
our calling, we must respond to the challenge to human solidarity 
that violence has provoked. At the same time, we can legitimately 
ask ourselves: What can we do? What difference can we make? 
How can we bridge the divides that separate us?  Faith does not 
give us ready-made solutions to complex problems. Faith does give 
us hope that with God’s help we can move forward, and that we 
ought to move forward as best as we can.  
 

May you have safe and prayer-filled week. 
 

Fr. Michael 

ST. PETER’S CHURCH 
MASS SCHEDULE 

 

Mondays through Fridays 
 Mass Times: 

11:40 am & 1:15 pm 
 

Saturdays 
Mass Time: 5:00 pm 

Vigil Mass for Sunday 
   

Sundays 
Mass Times: 9 :00 am and 11:00 am 

 
CONFESSION 

 

Mondays through Fridays 
10:30 am until 3 pm 

 

Saturdays 
12 noon until 4:30 pm 

 

Lower Level Auditorium 
 

For further information please view the 
website stpetersloop.org or call 

312-372-5111. 
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THIS WEEK’S 
SCRIPTURE STUDY 

Lk. 1:39-56 
 

   They tell me that 
there are countries 
in South and 
Central America 
where praying the 
words of Mary’s 
Magnificat (the 
words Mary speaks 
to Elizabeth in 
today’s Gospel) is prohibited by law.  When I first 
heard this I was surprised.  Who would make such a 
law, especially in a “Christian” country?  The answer, 
it seems, is anyone who would be threatened by words 
like “He…has scattered the proud in their conceit…
cast down the mighty from their thrones…” and “…
lifted up the lowly…filled the hungry…and the rich 
he has sent away empty.”  Good news for the poor but 
not so good if you happen to be rich.   
 

   Suppose someone came into your office or shop and 
said that those who were being paid the lowest 
salaries would be receiving a bonus so large that they 
would be able to buy steaks for dinner and new winter 
coats for everyone in their family?  And then, what if 
they said that those who were making the highest 
salaries would suddenly find that their money was no 
good?  If you happened to be among the poor living in 
a third world country this would probably come as 
pretty good news.  But what if you were among the 
rich?   
 

   Bring it closer to home.  What if you were a day 
laborer hired to pick cucumbers or wash dishes in a 
fancy restaurant and someone told you that from now 
on you would be paid enough money to not only 
support your family but even send your children to 
college?  What if you were the president of the 
company that processed the vegetables?  Or the owner 
of the fancy restaurant?   
 

   Mary was an unmarried, pregnant teenager.  Later 
she would know what it meant to leave her homeland, 
afraid for her life and that of her child.  She would see 
her Son convicted of crimes He did not commit and 
unjustly sentenced to death.  Mary was not unlike 
many people living today in third world countries – or 
even in our own.  What would happen if the 
Magnificat was proclaimed on the Evening News?  
How would we react to Mary’s words?   
 

    By Vinal Van Benthem ofs 

St. Peter’s Church Safety Guidelines 
 

The Archdiocese of Chicago is highly 
recommending wearing a face mask 

or face covering when inside St. Peter’s 
Church. Visitors should sanitize their hands 
upon entering the building. Please maintain 
social distancing. Thank you. 

Reconciliation 
at St. Peter’s Church 

 

Mondays through Fridays 
10:30 am until 3 pm 

 

Saturdays 
12 noon until 4:30 pm 

 

Lower Level 
 

Please note… 
 

Confessions have moved to the “C” Room 
directly across from St. Peter’s Gift & Book 
Shop. 
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Spiritual Direction is a way of 
listening for God’s wisdom and 
understanding in our daily life by 
talking about our relationship with 
God and others. 

 

Sr. Fran Sulzer FSPA, D. Min. and Br. Guillermo 
Morales OFM will work with persons who contact 
them for an appointment. Sr. Fran is also a counselor 
for people who choose or need a more clinical 
approach.  Appointments can be made for times 
between 10:30 am and 3 pm. 
 

 

To contact Sr. Fran email: 
fmsulzer@gmail.com 

 
 

To contact Br. Guillermo email: 
gamorales05@gmail.com 

St. Peterer’r’’’’s 7th Annual Galala 
 

Sponsors & Auction Items Needed!d!!d!! 
 

To help make this evening a success, we 
are seeking sponsorships and auction 
items including: vacation getaways, 
unique experiences, dinner and theater 
packages, tickets to athletic events, gift 
cards, jewelry, sports memorabilia, and 
golf packages. All donations are greatly 
appreciated and tax deductible. 
 
Please contact Fr. Mario DiCicco at: 
312-372-5111 if you would like to become 
a sponsor and/or donate an auction item. 

Subscribe to the Bulletin Online! 
 

If you would like to receive St. Peter’s 
Church Bulletin electronically, please go to 
www.stpetersloop.org. Go to the Bulletin 
section on the home page and click on the 
link “Subscribe to our Publications”.  You can 

sign up to have the bulletins emailed to you.  If 
attending Mass or going to Confession, bulletins are 
available at the Security Desk.  

Register Now for the 2021 Virtual Gala! 
 

You must register to participate in the silent and 
live auctions. Bidding on auction items begins 
Sept. 27! 
 

Please note… 
 

If you are having any issues registering on the 
Gala site, please contact GiveSmart at 1-855-322-
4483, choose Option 1, ID# 84479. Thank you! 
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STT. PETERERR’R SS SS BOOKOK K & GIFTFTTFF  T SHOPOPP 
Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341 

 

H"$%' 
Mondays through Fridays 

10:30 am until 2:30 pm 
Saturdays 

12 noon until 5:00 pm 
Sundays 

8:30 am until 12:15 pm 
 

Over 1,500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards, 
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,  

Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards 

 
 
 

October 30-November 8, 2021 
 

WALK IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF JESUSUS 
 

With Fr. Bob Hutmacher, o.f.m. 
 

Visit Nazareth, Bethlehem, Cana, Jerusalem 
 and more. 

  For a brochure with  
pricing and full itinerary go to the website 

www.stpetersloop.org and click on the link.  
 

We have room for 5 more pilgrims but you 
must register before August 25! 

 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to contribute to St. Peter’s 
Church in this time of need, please go to the 
website stpetersloop.org and click on the 
Online Giving link.  

Memorialal Memoriaal
Votive Candlesesese  

 

St. Peter's is currently 
accepting reservations for the 
memorial votive candles within 
the Church.  Once lit, the candles burn 24 
hours a day for one year.  A plaque in front 
of your candle notes who it is lit in honor 
of. Applications are available at the front 
office of  St. Peter's. The cost is $150. 
 

Please call 312-372-5111 for further 
information. 



Carolyn Kitty 312-917-1040
Certified Public Accountant

Individual & Small Business Accounting & Tax Service
20 North State Street, Suite 508, Chicago, IL

Email : carolyn@kittycpa.com • www.ckittycpa.com
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- Burial & Cremation Services 
- Pre-Planning Available 
- Delphine Michalik, Owner & 
   Funeral Director

Family Owned and Operated 
Since 1929

1056 West Chicago Avenue 
(312) 421-0936 

www.michalikfuneralhome.com

35 Years of Family Values and Family Business Offering a Full Range of Investment Services & Advice
Timothy A. Sinal & Theodore A. Sinal, First Vice Presidents/Investments

Three First National Plaza, Suite 2400 • Chicago, Illinois 60602          
(312) 269-0393   sinalta@stifel.com         Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC and NYSE

Mary ElizabEth KopKo 

Attorney At LAw

McBreen & Kopko, LLP
Social Security Disability 
(no fee unless successful) 

1525 East 53rd Street, Suite 709 
Chicago, Illinois 60615

(773) 752-2526 
(773) 752-2636 

Fax: (773) 752-4287

ED THE PLUMBER 
ED THE CARPENTER 

Best Work • Best Rate 
Satisfaction Guaranteed As 
We Do All Our Own Work 

$$ Parishioner Discount $$ 
(773) 471-1444

VIVERE 
CANTINA ENOTECA 

THE VILLAGE

71 West Monroe, 
Chicago 

Ph: 312-332-7005
Open 7 days Lunch and Dinner 
www.italianvillage-chicago.com

RESTAURANTS

•Skilled Nursing •Physical Therapy  
•Occupational Therapy •Speech Therapy 

•Medical Social Worker •Home Health Aide 
“Stay Home With Apple”
773-871-8700

Serving Chicago and Suburbs
www.applehomehealthcare.com

JOHN STRZYNSKI 
 Attorney at Law

• Wills • Living Trusts 
• Powers of Attorney 

• Guardianships 
• Probate Administration

(312) 223-0540
john@js-law.net

Call for Office or Home Appointment

“Mediation to Stay Married”“Mediation to Stay Married”
Struggling marriage? Therapy not working?

Partner refuses therapy?
Try a solution based process.

Save your marriage today.
www.marriage-mediation.comwww.marriage-mediation.com

312-523-2036312-523-2036

  ENROLL NOW 

  
18 CREDITS to GRADUATE 
Supportive Teachers & Staff 

#1 Rated School in Chicago 

(312) 563-1746 ext. 3 

 

1814 S. Union Ave 
 Chicago 

www. jahs.org 

ST. PETER CHURCH

stpetersloop.weshareonline.org

Delivery & Pick- Up 
Catering Available

252 W 26th St. Chicago 
(312) 225-5555    RicobenesPizza.com

Contact Kelly O’Brien-Carnevale to place 
 an ad today! kcarnevale@4LPi.com 

 or (800) 477-4574 x6333


