
MAY 29, 2022 

St. Peter’s Church 
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province 

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196 
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org  

WEEKEND MASSES 
 

Saturdays 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass for Sunday 

 

Sundays 
9:00 am and 11:00 am 

 

Weekday Masses 
 

Mondays through Fridays 
7:30 am, 11:40 am and 1:15 pm 

 

CONFESSIONS 
Lower Level of the Church 

Across from Book & Gift Shop 
 

Mondays through Fridays 
10:30 am until 3:00 pm 

 

Saturdays 
12 noon until 4:30 pm 

 

No Confessions on Sunday 
 

ADORATION 
 

Fridays in the Church 
after the 1:15 pm Mass until 4:15 pm 

 

DEVOTIONS 
 

St. Anthony Devotions on Tuesdays 
After the 7:30 am, 11:40 am and 

1:15 pm Masses 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Mondays through Fridays 
9:00 am until 4:30 pm 

 

Saturdays 
12 noon until 4:30 pm 

  

Sundays - Office Closed 
 

CHURCH BUILDING OPEN 
 

Mondays through Fridays 
7:00 am until 4:30 pm 

 

Saturdays 
12 noon until 6:00 pm 

Sundays 
8:30 am until 12:30 pm 
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Pastor 

Fr. Michael J. Fowler O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Business Manager 

Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Programs Director 

Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111 
 

Director of Public Safety 

Mychael Ramos 312-853-2334 
 

Communications & Events Director   

Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376 
 

 

Director of Liturgy and Music 

Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412 
 

Associate Director of Liturgy and Music 

Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 

James Kapellas 312-853-2418 
 

Director of Environment and Sacristan 

Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254 

ST. PETER’S STAFF 

 

            Friar Confessors & Staff: 
 
 

Fr. Michael Fowler O.F.M., Pastor 
Fr. Don Blaeser O.F.M. 
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M. 
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M. 
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M. 
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M. 
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M. 
Br. William Lanning O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M. 
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M. 
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M. 
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M. 
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M. 

 

            Part-time Friar Staff: 
 

Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M. 
 

            In Residence: 
 

Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M. 
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M. 
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M. 
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M. 
Fr. Gilbert Ostdiek O.F.M. 
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M. 
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M. 
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M. 

FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF 

Saints’ Days and Observances 
 
   

Sun., May 29: Seventh Sunday of Easter                

Mon., May 30: Easter Weekday 

 Memorial Day 
   

Tues., May 31: Visitation of the 
                                 Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

Wed., June 1:         St. Justin  

Thurs., June 2:   Easter Weekday 
  

Fri., June 3:      St. Charles Lwanga  

Sat., June 4:  Easter Weekday   

Catholic Resources 
Please view the following websites for daily Mass, prayers 
and spiritual support: 

www.archchicago.org 
 

www.vatican.va 
 

www.usccb.org 
 

www.catholictv.org 
 

www.ewtn.com 
 

www.relevantradio.com 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
 

Many thanks to those of you who have 
contributed to St. Peter’s collection this past 
week. Your gifts are essential to our ministry, 
and we are grateful. 
 

 

Weekly Goal             $12,000 
 

May 15-21                 $  4,596 

Difference                -$  7,404 
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR 
O n this day when we recall the 

Ascension of the Lord, we hear 
Christ's words to the disciples as found 
in the Acts of the Apostles, "... you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth." (Acts 1:8) As we celebrate 
this Ascension 2022, perhaps we should look into our 
own hearts and ask, "How am I a witness to Christ in 
my life?" 

 

There is no doubt in my mind that we 
who proclaim we are Catholic have in 
the many years since Christ spoke those 
words have brought the Gospel message 
to countless people. I also believe the 
task of proclaiming Christ's Gospel 
message of care for one another is most 
urgent these days.  Jesus was asked, 

“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 
greatest?” He said, “You shall love the Lord, your God, 
with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
mind. This is the greatest and the first commandment." 
The second is like it: "You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself. The whole law and the prophets depend on 
these two commandments.” (Mt. 22:36-40) 
 

   If we truly believe Christ's words. If we say we follow 
Christ and his commandments. If we call ourselves 
Catholic then I believe we all have a lot of work and 
prayer to do if we want to make a reality of Christ's 
words in our time here on this earth. As citizens of the 
United States, we all know our country has many issues 
that need to be addressed. However, the increasing harm 
to peace, safety and trust in our country caused by 
shootings and senseless violence is a national disgrace 
and an affront to what we declare in our Constitution. 
We the People of the United States, in order to form a 
form perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic 
Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote 
the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty 
to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish 
this Constitution for the United States of America.  
 

   I recently received the message below from Cardinal 
Cupich regarding recent murders. As the Cardinal 
points out while we need to pray for the victims of these 
hate-filled killings.  "As Christians we are called to be 
our brothers' and sisters' keepers."  Pope Francis 
reminds us, "We cannot tolerate or turn a blind eye to 
racism and exclusion in any form and yet claim to 
defend the sacredness of every human life." 
 

   As many people have noted after every senseless 

killing, we mourn the loss of life but as the Cardinal 
points out our faith calls us to be "our brothers' and 
sisters' keepers." Lest we once again fail to try and end 
this seemingly endless cycle of violence I ask myself 
and I present to you this question: "Do you have any 
suggestions on what can we here at St. Peter's Church 
do to promote life and respect for all people and all 
God's creation?" What concrete action(s) might we do 
to help end this growing tragedy here in Chicago and 
also in far too many other places throughout our 
country? I offer Cardinal Blase's words below for your 
reflection. 

 

On Saturday, May 14, a gunman used an 
AR-15, high-capacity assault weapon to 
murder 10 Black Americans at a Buffalo 
grocery store, wounding two bystanders. 
Many of his victims were near or beyond 
retirement age, including Pearl Young, 77, 

a grandmother of eight who taught Sunday school, and 
Katherine Massey, 72, a civil-rights advocate who had 
written in favor of stronger gun-safety laws. Civil 
authorities say the 18-year-old suspect traveled hours to 
carry out his rampage, apparently leaving behind a 
manifesto filled with white supremacist ideology, 
including the vile conspiracy theory that people of color 
are “replacing” white Americans. 
 

   In 2019, a gunman who shot up a Walmart in Texas 
wrote a similar manifesto that referred to the same 
conspiracy theory, complaining of a “Hispanic invasion 
of Texas.” Whatever the theory, white supremacism is a 
lie. This ideology is not always so explicitly expressed, 
but it is condemnable whether it hides behind slippery 
political rhetoric or does not bother with any fig leaves 
of deniability. 
 

   We must pray for the victims of this outrageous act. 
We must keep them in our thoughts. But that is not all 
we are obliged to do. As Christians, we are called to be 
our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers. Part of that obligation 
entails being witnesses to truth. When this chapter of 
American history is written, what will our grandchildren 
say about what we did to protect the marginalized? 
What will they say about how we responded to a culture 
that became increasingly tolerant of rhetoric that 
demonizes our fellow human beings on the basis of their 
race or ethnicity or religion or sex? Will they wonder 
how we could have become inured to daily gun violence 
and mass shootings, how our consciences were numbed 
to the consequences of violence-inspiring rhetoric? Will 
they wonder at our failure to stop dangerous people 
from procuring assault weapons, including children, or 
our failure to see how social media is being used to rend 
the social fabric? What will they think about how we 

Continued on page 4 
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responded to a moment in which a Black American, 
indeed any person of color, is forced by the scourge of 
racism to live in fear? 
 

   These questions should preoccupy our minds as we 
stand at this cultural crossroads. We need not choose the 
path of indifference. We can choose to listen to the 
suffering of our brothers and sisters who suffer racism 
in all its forms — and then act to build a more just 
society. We can choose to face the challenge of gun 
violence, including that which occurs daily in the 
Chicago area, by enacting common-sense federal safety 
laws that help keep firearms out of the hands of 
irresponsible people and end the flow of firearms across 
state borders. 
 

   We can choose to take the path of love and see in our 
neighbors the face of Christ. We Christians can choose 
to act as though we actually believe that we, indeed all 
human beings, are made in God’s image. 
 

   It is in this spirit of family that we must stand in 
solidarity with the victims of the Buffalo massacre, with 
the victims of gun violence here in Chicago and across 
the nation, with victims’ loved ones, indeed with all 
people who face the threat of racism every day, holding 
fast to the knowledge that we are beloved by God, not 
because of how we look or where we or our ancestors 
were born, but because we are of God, made in his 
image, and directed toward love. 
 

- Cardinal Blase Cupich 
 

MEMORIAL DAY 
 

As we celebrate this 
Memorial Day weekend let 
us remember in prayer all 
those who have died in war 
and especially those who 
continue to suffer in the 
ongoing war in Ukraine and 

other trouble spots throughout the world.  I encourage 
you to attend the 10:00 am Mass in church 
tomorrow, Monday, May 30 for Memorial Day as we 
offer prayers for all the dead, especially those who have 
made the ultimate sacrifice so that we may enjoy 
freedom. When you gather with family or friends for a 
meal or picnic this weekend, be sure and take a moment 
of silence to remember the many men and women who 
have given of their time, talents and even lives so that 
we can live in freedom. And continue to work, act and 
pray to God for peace in our world. 
 

   Memorial Day asks each of us to reflect upon the 
precious gift of freedom we have in living in the USA. 
Far too often, we see exhibited, especially on social 
media, by some of our fellow citizens, false stories, 
racism and bigotry. Each of us must not fail to accept 
the responsibilities we have to be people of truth and not 

falsehoods. We must accept the responsibilities to work 
to make the freedom of this country a reality for 
everyone who lives in our great land. 
 

I hope to see many of you at our 
special 175th anniversary concert 
on Friday, June 3 or Saturday, 
June 4. You will find details 
elsewhere in this bulletin or on 
our website. It should be an 

inspiring evening of great live music. 
 

Fr. Michael 

ST. PETER’S CHURCH 
MASS SCHEDULE 

 

Mondays through Fridays 
 Mass Times: 

7:30 am, 11:40 am and 1:15 pm 
 

Saturdays 
Mass Time: 5:00 pm 

Vigil Mass for Sunday 
   

Sundays 
Mass Times: 9:00 am and 11:00 am 

 
 

CONFESSION 
 

Mondays through Fridays 
10:30 am until 3:00 pm 

 

Saturdays 
12 noon until 4:30 pm 

Lower Level—Room C 
Across from St. Peter’s Book Store 

 

For further information please view the 
website stpetersloop.org or call 

312-372-5111. 

Monday, May 30 
 

Church Open ~ 9 am to 11 am 
 

Mass at 10 am 
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THIS WEEK’S 
SCRIPTURE STUDY 

Lk. 24:46-53  
 

   Fr. Ron Rolheiser in 
his book, The Holy 
Longing, talks about 
the importance of 
letting go of 
something we love so 
that it can bless us.  
He uses the image of 
the Ascension to 
illustrate his point.  It’s as if the child about to be born 
were to grab onto its mother’s body.  If the child 
refused to leave the womb it would die.  In letting go, 
however, the child is freed to experience life in a new 
way.  It seems simple, but sometimes… 
 

   Joe is a veteran.  He served honorably in Vietnam 
and came home with a medal for his bravery under 
fire.  Recently he was invited to go on an Honor Flight 
to Washington, DC, with other Vietnam vets. And 
everything was set until he tested positive on his pre-
flight Covid test.  It looked like all his hopes and 
dreams, all his preparations and expectations, were 
going up in smoke.  Joe had to release his dream.   
 

   But Joe’s travel companions were not quite so ready 
to let the opportunity pass.  They encouraged Joe to 
try again.  And this time Joe passed his Covid test 
with flying colors.  Joe was going to be able to go on 
an Honor Flight after all, and the welcome-home party 
his friends and family had previously canceled was 
back on.   
 

   In addition, it turned out that this time even more of 
Joe’s old buddies would be making the trip with him.  
In letting go of the old Joe was even more blessed by 
the new.  He had known great disappointment, but the 
disappointment turned into even greater excitement 
when he got the news that he would have another 
chance.  And as he released his initial disappointment 
Joe found himself blessed by an even more exciting 
opportunity.   
 

   “Release and bless.”  A much-anticipated 
opportunity slips through our fingers; a spouse dies; a 
child marries; a close friend moves away.  Endings – 
and beginnings.  We cannot begin the new until we 
have let the old go so that it can bless us.  Joe did 
what he needed to do.  What do we need to let go of?  
How can it bless us?     

 

By Vinal Van Benthem ofs 

Confessions at St. Peter’s  
 

Mondays through Fridays 
10:30 am until 3 pm 

 

Saturdays 
12 noon until 4:30 pm 

 

Lower Level—Room C 
Directly across from St. Peter’s Book & Gift Shop. 

 

St. Anthony Devotions 
 

Tuesdays  after the 
7:30 am, 11:40 am and 

1:15 pm Masses 

 

Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament 

 

Fridays in the Church 
after the 1:15 pm Mass 

until 4:15 pm 
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Sponsors & 
Auction Items 
Needed For 
St. Peter’s 
2022 Gala! 

 

Please help make this year’s gala a success. 
We are seeking sponsorships and auction 
items including: vacation getaways, unique 
experiences, dinners, gift cards, jewelry, 
sports memorabilia, and golf packages. All 
donations are greatly appreciated and tax 
deductible. 
 

For more information, please contact Fr. 
Mario DiCicco, Gala Coordinator at 312-
372-5111 or email mmdicicco@gmail.com. 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW! 

 

Psychology At Lunch 
 

Mondays 
12:10-12:55 pm CDT 

 

Presented on ZOOM 
 

To Participate 
Email: repairmyhouse110@gmail.com  

 

 

Now in it’s 31st Year! 
 

Mind, Body and Soul Skills for the Journey 
 
 

Moving Forward in Our Transitions 
 

June 6:  Learn to Trust Your Intuition 
 

Now is the time to breathe new life into your 
living. Listen to your little voice to guide your 
journey. Learn ways to discern and act.   
 

June 20:  Hesitation: Stop Waiting for  
                Permission to Live 
 

What is the purpose of waiting for permission 
to dare to live with your Creator’s gifts!  
 

June 27:  “If Only I Had More Courage” 
 

Distinguish bravery from courage—to do what 
life requires without worrying about approval. 
What’s different about the times when you act 
in spite of anxiety? Realize, and take in, 
everyday courage. 
 
 

July 11:  6 Ways to Reduce Your 
               Vulnerability to Anxiety 
 

Identify life patterns that make you more 
vulnerable to anxiety; discover healthy 
alternatives.  

 
Psychologist Dr. Jerry 
Hiller and Marilyn Rochon 
MA, LCPC guide 
participants in the pursuit 
of stress relief, self-
acceptance, self-efficacy, 
and developing a sense of 

purpose. Participants learn to increase self-
confidence, navigate through loss and 
depression, and improve relationships with 
themselves, others and God. The sessions 
combine practical psychology with the life-
giving ways of St. Francis of Assisi. 

mailto:mmdicicco@gmail.com
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If you would 
like to 
contribute to 
St. Peter’s 
Church in this 
time of need, 
please go to 
the website 

stpetersloop.org and click on the Online 
Giving link. Thank you for your generosity! 

Subscribe to the Bulletin Online! 
 

If you would like to receive St. Peter’s Church 
Bulletin electronically, please go to 
www.stpetersloop.org. Go to the Bulletin 
section on the home page and click on the 
link “Subscribe to our Publications”.  You can 

sign up to have the bulletins emailed to you.  If attending 
Mass or going to Confession, bulletins are available in 
the Lobby.  

Memorial 
Votive Candles 

 

St. Peter's is currently 
accepting reservations for 
the memorial votive 
candles within the 
Church.  Once lit, the 
candles burn 24 hours a 
day for one year.  A 
plaque in front of your 
candle notes who it is lit 
in honor of. Applications are available at the front 
office of  St. Peter's. The cost is $150. 
 

Please call 312-372-5111 for further information. 

St. Peter’s Church Safety Guidelines 
 

The Archdiocese of Chicago has 
made mask wearing optional for all 

those entering the church building.  It is 
encouraged to continue to wear masks and 
to stay safe while inside St. Peter’s Church. 
Visitors should sanitize their hands upon 
entering the building. Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOW AVAILABLE! 
At St. Peter’s Book & Gift Shop 

 

THE NATURE SUITE CD 
By Fr. Bob Hutmacher, O.F.M. 

 

Featuring Orchestra Da Camera Di Perugia 
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VIVERE CANTINA ENOTECA 

THE VILLAGE

71 West Monroe, Chicago 
Ph: 312-332-7005

Open 7 days Lunch and Dinner 
www.italianvillage-chicago.com

RESTAURANTS

35 Years of Family Values and Family Business  
Offering a Full Range of Investment Services & Advice

Timothy A. Sinal & Theodore A. Sinal, First Vice Presidents/Investments

Three First National Plaza, Suite 2400 • Chicago, Illinois 60602          

(312) 269-0393   sinalta@stifel.com 
Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC and NYSE

 

- Burial & Cremation Services 

- Pre-Planning Available 

- Delphine Michalik, 

  Owner & Funeral Director 

1056 West Chicago Avenue 

(312) 421-0936 

www.michalikfuneralhome.com

Family Owned and 

Operated Since 1929

ED THE PLUMBER 

ED THE CARPENTER 

Best Work • Best Rate 

Satisfaction Guaranteed As 

We Do All Our Own Work 

$$ Parishioner Discount $$ 

(773) 471-1444

• Skilled Nursing  
• Physical Therapy  
•Occupational Therapy  
• Speech Therapy 
• Medical Social Worker  
• Home Health Aide

 
“Stay Home With Apple”

773-871-8700
Serving Chicago  

and Suburbs

www.applehomehealthcare.com

Delivery & Pick- Up 
Catering Available

252 W 26th St. Chicago 
(312) 225-5555 

RicobenesPizza.com

Contact Marcia Boswell  
to place an ad today! 
mboswell@4LPi.com  
or (800) 950-9952 x2246

Mary Elizabeth Kopko 

Attorney at Law

McBreen  

& Kopko, LLP

Social Security Disability 
(no fee unless successful) 

1525 East 53rd Street 

 Suite 709 

Chicago, Illinois 60615

(773) 752-2526 
(773) 752-2636 

Fax: (773) 752-4287


