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October is here.. The month we all were waiting for - hoping our dining 
sites would be reopening.  Unfortunately, it looks like our dining sites 
are going to remain closed until the end of the year.  The number of 
COVID Cases are just too high to even think about opening our sites right 
now. Please continue to keep your distance, wash your hands  
frequently, wear your masks and if you have not been  vaccinated - 
please consider doing so.   
 
Right now, there are about 20,200 people in Adams County with just over 
30% being 65 years or older compared to 14% being under 18 years of 
age.  Our community is aging.  People who live past 65 years old are now 
living an average of 19 years longer than they did just 20 years 
ago.  Wow - what a gift!  We want to make those years even better. 
 
There will be a Public Healing to discuss our 3-Year Aging Plan on  
October 20, 2021 at 1:00pm.  You can find more information on how to 
attend via Zoom on the Adams County website by going to the 
calendar.  Adams County is aging and there are so many things we want 
to do for our older adults including increasing nutrition, transportation, 
caregiving, advocacy, healthy living, and benefit programs but we need 
to hear from you.   If you want to be more involved, please consider 
joining our Aging Advisory Committee of Adams County by calling  
608-339-4251 and asking for Donna.  
 
For our Nutrition Program, the next few months are proving to be more 
challenging than we thought.  Many items we use for everyday cooking 
are getting very costly or just hard to find.  Please be patient with us 
when substitutions have to be made on the menus.  Chicken and Pork 
are getting hard to get in bulk and many times are not delivered when 
we order it.  Bulk Hamburger now is $242.81, just a couple months ago it 
was $165.57.  Unfortunately, our grant dollars and the amount we get 
from the county tax base is not going up, so we have to be creative on 
what we do.  We serve almost 100 meals a day and we must limit home 
delivered meals to those who are truly homebound due to a medical 
reason.   If you are not medically homebound, then you are welcome to 
come and can pick up a meal.  Look on the menu page for more           
details.  Donations are always welcome and needed to keep our         
programs going.  Please consider a donation of any size.  The Older 
Adults of  Adams County truly appreciate it!!                 

Happy Halloween! 
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They are both from the Chicago area and have been married       
57 years. They started dating after high school. Paul played             
baseball with a suburban parks league with Patt’s brother and 
then it all began! They got married when they were 20 and 21 
years old. They raised their children and worked around the 
Elmhurst, Illinois area. They have a son, Preston, who lives in           
Illinois and has 2 sons and a daughter, Phyllis, who lives in Missouri and has 2 daughters.  
 
When they were starting out Paul was a Commissioner for the Northern States Football 
League for 12 years. They even played in Europe and the Europeans were more              
interested in looking at their equipment on the sidelines than anything else. He helped 
broker a deal in which the NFL agreed to compensate their teams if they signed one of 
their players. Patt said this was an enjoyable time and enjoyed going to the games. This 
was during a time when people took care of one another. She was instrumental in             
organizing cheerleaders for the team and of course, modeled them after the Dallas            
Cowboy Cheerleaders.  
 
Paul moved onto working on large commercial construction projects, such as the  
McDonalds’ Corporate Headquarters, Great Lakes Naval Base, Sears Tower and various 
other projects in the Chicago area. After their children were older Patt went back to 
school and received a Master’s in Public Policy. She was instrumental in the Village of 
Franklin Park becoming a certified city in the least amount of time, along with writing an 
ADA Manual for the suburban bus system which consisted of 30-40 different communities 
and was approved by the Federal government. 
 
They were introduced to Adams County in 2002, when they visited family in Cottonville. 
Coming from an urban setting, they enjoyed the open spaces and the abundant wildlife 
they saw. They gave up Chicago and moved to Rome in 2004. They enjoy the small town 
feel and feel they have better relationships with those in their community now, then they 
did when they were surrounded by thousands of people on a daily basis. 
 
Listening to them talk and all of the things they are involved in is hard to keep track of  
and I’m not sure when they moved here they really retired!! In April 2019, they received 
the Jefferson Award for their outstanding community service, stemming from their                   
organization Central Wisconsin Nature Foundation (www.cwnfwi.org) which they started 
in 2007. They are stewards of Twin Lakes Park and their newest Alt-Bergin Nature                 
Preserve, 930 E Buttercup, Big Flats. It is still in its infancy stage, but people are                 
encouraged to enjoy it. They will be planting trees and putting in trails and continue to 
raise money for a building. The Central Sands Water Walk started in 2016 to raise             
awareness of protecting our water and there are still their water drop signs                            
around the community.  
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Paul and Patt Pisellini 


