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Contact Information
Address for all clubs:
Janesville Woman's Club Building
108 South Jackson Street
Janesville, WI 53548
Phone: (608) 754-4544
Email: fp108sj@sbcglobal.net
Website: JanesvilleWomansClub.com
Facebook.com/JanesvilleWomansClubAssociation
Facebook.com/MacDowellMusicClub
Facebook.com/JanesvilleArt League
Facebook.com/AAUW-Janesville-Wisconsin
Facebook.com/FoundationforthePreservationof108SouthJackson

Building Rentals
If you are interested in renting our building for a
bridal or baby shower, small wedding, anniversary
or retirement party - please contact manager,
Ellen Preston at 608-754-4544 or email
FP108SJ@sbcglobal.net to check availability and
rates. Our beautiful, historic building is located in
downtown Janesville at 108 S. Jackson Street.

Stay Safe and Healthy
We look forward to seeing you soon.
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Janesville Woman’s Club
JWCA President’s Letter

I don’t think this is how any of us envisioned this year ending. Have we had to cancel meetings during
other years because of a snowstorm or ice storm? Yes. It is Wisconsin, after all. I was prepared for that.
But I would have never guessed we would have to cancel March, April, and May meetings because of a
pandemic! I am heartbroken that we don’t get that chance to see each other one last time before summer, induct the new board, surprise someone with the Inspiring Woman award, and reminisce about
the amazing year. I know when we have the chance to get together again it will be even more special!
I know a lot of our members are trying to figure out how to work from home, help kids with school work,
adapt to new working conditions, figure out which store is the best option for groceries, toilet paper,
cleaning supplies, and maybe some wine and beer to get through the next week or two or four. And
some are learning programs like Zoom to keep in touch with friends and family or have virtual work
meetings. Whatever the case may be for you, I hope you are doing well, and you are taking this time to
enjoy something that gives you joy.
As I look back over the year, September seems so long ago! We have made an impact for many organizations and businesses that now, more than ever, need support. This year
our theme was Women Supporting Women. I hope this takes on a whole
new form as we all work through the changes and challenges in the coming months.
And I ask that everyone please bear with all of us on the new and outgoing
boards as we continue to navigate through this challenging time. The
board will continue to communicate updates for members via email. I sincerely hope that September will be business as usual for the club. I miss
you all!
On a more personal note, I owe a huge thank you to everyone who served
on the board this year. This is an amazing group of women who dedicated
countless hours for meetings, fundraising, and planning. They have done a
wonderful job and I am so inspired and grateful to be surrounded by such
wonderful people.
Tina Pudlas
Janesville Woman’s Club President, 2019-2020
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Welcome 2020-2021 JWCA Board

Dues Reminder

Please join me in welcoming the 2020-2021 JWCA Board!
Co-Presidents: Tina Pudlas and Krystle Kooiman,
VP Membership: Brenda Riley, VP Programs: Sarah Haenel,
Treasurer: Michelle Kallio, Secretary: Ann Tearman, Past President: Julie Richardson.
Parliamentarian: Karla Nitz, Membership Chair: Amanda Olson,
Evening Program Chair: Meredith Eaton, Communications Chair:
Emily Emberson, Bridge Co-Chairs: Jeannine Hanson and Charlotte Smith, Book Club Chair: Tammy Boufford, Holiday Auction
Chair: Michelle Huczek, Finance Chair: Ann Roe,
Community Service Co-Chairs: Susan Sellman and Renee
Cawkins, Scholarship Chair: Karen Knoll, Sunshine/Memorial
Chair: Mary Seibert-Morin, Past President Council: Julie Richardson, FP108SJ Representatives: Karen Knoll, Mary Orley, Tina
Pudlas.
We have begun planning our 2020-2021 year with our existing
Board and this new Board working together. We hope to have our
Board Induction Ceremony this fall when we, hopefully, will be
able to gather in the Historic Woman’s Club
Building.
Thank you to all of these volunteers who make
the Janesville Woman’s Club a great place make
friends, get involved and make a difference. I
miss seeing all of you and hope you and your
families are well in these uncertain times.

It is time to renew your JWCA
Membership for the 20202021 Season.
Please complete the enclosed
JWCA Renewal Form and mail
it with your check to Michelle
Kallio, JWCA Treasurer at
3202 Midvale Drive, Apt. 1,
Janesville, WI 53546.
If you have any questions, Michelle can be reached by
email at MOK79@yahoo.com
and/or by cell 608-449-0612.
Please note the building may
still be closed, so dropping off
your renewal payment is not
currently an option.
Thank you for your continued
support and membership in
the Janesville Woman’s Club.

Ann Tearman
Past President

OUR SERVICES

Paul Bodell

INCLUDE

Window Cleaning
Window Tinting
Pressure Washing
Gutter Cleaning
Call for FREE Estimate Concrete Cleaning
House Wash
Pianotech440@gmail.com www.windowgenie.com Christmas Lights

Piano
Technician
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FAX: 608.754.8626

Chris Ranum
Cert.# WI-0540A
lptreeservice@sbcglobal.net
www.lptree.com
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JWCA Book Club Closes the Year in June
On June 24th, we will meet for our final book club of the year at the Woman’s Club Building at 6:30 if the
building is open and if we are able to gather as a group. Stay tuned! Watch for an email message. If you have
never joined us at Book Club, we invite you to read the book and join
us.
We will be reading Lost Roses by Martha Hall Kelly.
Mary Claire Peo and Emily Emberson will be your hostesses. Please
bring a beverage or appetizer that pertain to the book.
I will have books for you to pick up at my home if needed.
I am sad that we couldn’t meet in March at Vicki’s
home to discuss Next Year in Havana or in April at
Sheri’s home to discuss A Girl From Yamhill. Both are
easy reading and enjoyable.
We have most of our hostesses already lined up for
next year.
I hope we get back to normal soon. I miss all of you.
Book Club Chair, Tammy Boufford

Cheer, Comfort and Connection
It’s more important than ever to stay connected these days and remind our members they are in our
thoughts. The Sunshine Committee brings cheer to those who are facing challenges, share grief with those who lost a loved one, or help celebrate any occasion.
A card in the mail is a tangible reminder of the kindness in our own community
and a great way to stay connected when our world is upside down. It’s a virtual
hug during a time when “social distancing” is the new normal.
If you know someone who could use a little sunshine, please send an email to
Mary Seibert-Morin at msm4432@charter.net, call or send a text to 815-9852865 with information about a celebration, an illness or a loss, and a card will
be in the mail. Help spread the sunshine!

Call Tammy

920-674-7070
tammy@griffinjeffersoncdjr.com
Considering a NEW
or USED Car?

Many local one owner
trades to pick from.

1121 S. Main St.
Jefferson, WI

www.griffinjeffersoncdjr.com

Tammy Boufford
20 years Sales
Experience

Book Club Chair for JWCA • JWCA Member since 2012
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Inspiring Woman Nominees - Who Inspires You?
Especially during these challenging times, we are surrounded by Inspiring Women every day in their
commitment to find new ways to stay connected with our members. As our world continues to evolve,
let’s recognize the member who has gone ”above and beyond” in their service and dedication to the
Woman’s Club and its philanthropic work in the community.
Part of the fun of the Inspiring Woman Award is celebrating with the recipient and club members at the
meeting. Because recent events leave us unable to share this celebration in a public setting, we will
postpone the presentation until we can resume regular meetings at the club. Until then, please continue to submit nominations.
Below is a list of previous recipients:
2007
Mary Ann Harris
2008
Claudiadair Fitzgerald
2009
Ann Roe
2010
Karla Nitz
2011
Julie Richardson
2012
Karen Knoll
2013
Mary Seibert-Morin

2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020

Becky Wright
Ann Tearman
Sheri Thomsen
Janis Reck
Tammy Boufford
Claudia Klein
???

Please use the information below to submit your nomination today for Inspiring Woman 2020 to Mary
Seibert-Morin, msm4432@charter.net. If you have a question, you can reach Mary at 815-985-2865.
The nominee and sponsor must be current members of the Woman’s Club with the nominee a member
for at least two years.
To Nominate Your Inspiring Woman provide the following information:
Club Year: 2020
Nominee Name:
Nominee Number of Years in Club:
Reasons for Nomination:
Your Name:
Your Number of Years in Club:

MCCANN
FLOORS INC
(608) 718-0841
CustomCollegeSolutions@gmail.com
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Bridge News

Membership News

Missed Programs

The Bridge season ended
very suddenly this year with
the start of the COVID-19
pandemic. We were very
sorry to have missed playing
bridge with our friends at
JWCA.

Well wishes to all our members
and their families during the trying times of Covid-19.
I know we have many local heroes among us who are healthcare workers, teachers and storeowners who are on the front line,
keeping our community safe and
healthy.
Many of us have had to wear
many hats, more hats than
usual, checking on neighbors
and loved ones, working from
home, or even aiding in
homeschooling.
Let’s celebrate each other’s accomplishments together as a
JWCA family. Although we have
not been able to assemble and
work on planned philanthropic
ideas, we instead have divided
and conquered.
We are blessed to have a great
group of strong, nurturing
women!
Looking forward to the 2020-21
program year and catching up
with everyone at the September
Smorgasbord Kick Off meeting.
Until we meet again!
Amanda Olson
Brenda Riley

The Janesville Woman’s Club
looks forward to rescheduling our
missed March and April guests
for evening programs next year.
We wanted to take the opportunity to share a little about our
guests since we missed them
this year.
Rock County Brewing Company
has made some great adaptations during this time to make
their product available to patrons. They have had to limit
new brews so as not to create
excess supply, but they look forward to getting back on track in
the months to come. They have
been offering curbside pickup as
well as walk-up availability during
certain days of the week. Please
check out their website for further information on how you can
purchase their brews and continue to support local at www.
rockcountybrewingco.com.

Jan Reck has
served as our
Bridge Chair
for many
years and we
thank her for
her service
and leadership.
Our new Bridge Co-Chairs
for the 2020-2021 year will
be Jeannine Hanson and
Charlotte Smith. Thank you
ladies for volunteering for
this leadership role. We appreciate your willingness to
serve.
We look forward to seeing
everyone again in the fall.
Stay safe and healthy.

We had been looking forward to
hearing from Vera Polglaze from
Rock Haven. She had planned to
give us some insight into their
facility as well as some tips for
elder care. Rock Haven is a
county owned skilled nursing facility that has served Rock
County for over 160 years. The
residents have access to nearby
off campus activities while also
benefitting from peace in the
country setting. We look forward
to finding out more about Rock
Haven at a later date.

Janesville Art League
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The Janesville Art League exists to preserve its history, the gallery, and permanent art collection as well as to share and encourage
artistic creativity and appreciation of all forms of the visual arts. The Janesville Art League involves the community through art
shows, exhibits, educational programs, scholarships, trips and fellowship.

Janesville Art League President’s Letter
The Art League members have been buzzing with creativity due to the COVID-19 pandemic. I think those words will
haunt all of us for some time. There has been a scramble to cancel events and looking into the near future many cancellations have taken place. We will not be doing our WRAP event this summer, hopefully next year we can host it.
Our spring program with Bob Hiller “The Art of Icing” has been moved to a fall program. Karla Nitz and Pam Moller’s
“Art Quilting” presentation will be TBA as will Burdette Erickson’s house outing.
Deb Hall has been working diligently to juggle board positions to serve JAL in the best way possible going forward. Tentatively we have moved our annual meeting to September’s “Meet and
Greet” Slot, hopefully we can physically meet, even if there are restrictions. The executive board
will be voting on that as we have more information.
Slate of NEW officers include:
Co-presidents: Julie Dieterle and Deb Hall
First VP and Program Chairperson: Ann Reilly
Marketing Communication: Kurt Buggs
Newsletter(s): JAL and Foundation: Veena Johnson
Secretary: Carol Herzig.
TREASURER still open—Please consider this position or recommend someone!!
Good news is that the environmental control unit, funded by the grant that was awarded by the Historical Preservation
Challenge in the fall, is on its way. The building and gallery closure, gives an opportunity for the installation to take
place more easily.
I hope you Facebook participants have been able to see the wondrous art that has been shared there. I know our artists have been given a gift of time to themselves and their work. I know each one of us has been touched deeply by
what is going on in the world. It will be a different place going forward.
JAL has been coordinating with Tim Maahs and Rock County Historical Society and Tallman House to create “Heartfelt
Wishes” lawn art which will allow our members and interested and concerned community members to help display
heart-felt wishes of gratitude and the continued health and safety of our heroic health care workers and frontline workers everywhere. These art works are displayed on the Tallman House grounds where the Mercy Health employees can
see them. These are unprecedented times. May each of us find the gift in them.

Julie Dieterle, Janesville Art League Co-President
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Janesville Art League
Pandemic Perspectives from our JAL Members

Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, our lives have all changed dramatically and we thought it would be interesting to
get some insights from a few of our members.

What does being a member of Janesville Art League mean to you and why is it important in your life?
Deb Perrino says “I’ve been in JAL for about 5 years now and I have met some incredible people. I’ve received encouragement and opportunities to step out in my art. The people I’ve met are “doers”. They are a class of individuals that
don't sit by and watch. They have a passion for not only their own art but the creativity of others as well. They believe in
the benefits of beauty, creativity and art. I’m very much impressed by the art appreciators in our league, the individuals who don’t produce art themselves but give their time and heart to the cause of elevating our community through
art.” Dava Dahlgren shared “JAL gave me a place to meet other artists in the area when we moved to Janesville over 5
years ago now! The friendships and opportunities are priceless.” And Connie Glowacki says, “Becoming a member of
the Janesville Art League is opening a door to new friends, who have a common interest and skills they are willing to
share. It provides a comfortable place to meet new people, enjoy great food, be inspired by programs, and develop
lifelong friendships.” Deanna Sorenson shared “Being a member gives me a chance to be around creative people who
inspire me. I have enjoyed making new friends and spending time with several members while volunteering on committees.” Susan Sullivan has appreciated the opportunities given to me through Janesville Art League. I have been
successful in sharing my artwork (framed photography) at various locations in the area through them.

What have you been doing during this “stay-at-home” period and has it had an impact on you?
Connie Glowacki says, “having free time at home has allowed me to finish a difficult painting,
clean out my art room, complete family photo albums, and bring our family history up to date.”
See Connie’s painting to the right. Deanna Sorenson has been staying home for the most part
with my 22-year-old son who is in the house “all the time”. My husband still is working which
we are grateful for. I have been crafting with my spare time (see scrapbook page below) and
spending way too much time on social media reading too many opinions. I am self-employed
and a big part of what I do is plan and have events, so the “stay at home” orders have impacted my livelihood and I am adjusting slowly to doing some online things. It hasn’t been
easy. Deb Perrino reports “I’ve been doing a lot of cleaning and organizing. When things feel a
little out of control, I try to at least have my little world a bit more in order. My studio looks better than ever! I’ve discovered forgotten projects that I’m intrigued to continue.” Dava Dahlgren
says she began the stay-at-home a week before others when I had knee surgery (From which I
am healing nicely and quickly) so I did not do much art for a week or two. Now I am tackling my
studio. (see photo below right) It needs a complete redo to be functional. For now, I am merely boxing everything that
is in the way of installing a wall of shelves – which I will get as soon as we can safely go to IKEA. I don’t think that being forced to stay at home has been as bad for me as for some because I never run out of things to do and I enjoy a
good nap. I’m content. Sue Cullen is in Janesville and says, “I see eagles everyday fly by. I’ve had my eye on the nest
across from Marling lumber on the river! I think the babies just
hatched. Also keeping my eye on the Great Horned owl & her 2
owlets in Rotary Gardens.”
Gail Hatton shared photos of artwork (shown at left) she had
completed while being sequestered in Venice, Florida! She
painted palm bark.

Janesville Art League
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More Pandemic Perspectives From Members
What famous artist do you admire and why?
Deb Perrino says, I’ve rediscovered impressionism. In the past I was kind of dismissive with the movement - maybe
because of over exposure. I mean it is everywhere. Sometimes it’s annoying how much it is used as the standard for
art. This changed when I had the privilege of going to Paris a couple of times last year. I spent a significant time in art
museums and was able to really see the impact of the original impressionist paintings. Couple that with visits to Chicago’s Art Institute and now I’m fascinated. My other fave is German Expressionism. It’s powerful and a bit raw. The
Milwaukee Art Museum has a fantastic collection as well as the Art Institute.
Dava Dahlgren says, I have always admired Grant Wood. I like the simplicity of his style and the sculptural quality.
Connie Glowacki says, On a family trip to FL, I was able to visit the DALI Museum. Salvador Dali’s work is spectacular!
He had unlimited talent, making use of many sophisticated artistic techniques, and styles. After you have seen his
work, you can forgive him his excessive ego statements.
Deanna Sorenson says, I am inspired by Thomas Kinkade for creating such beautiful scenic paintings and for his ability to market himself and his works reaching incredible commercial success.

What JAL activities, programs or events would you like to see in the future?
Connie Glowacki: Our Art League, over the last years, has exceeded my expectations in presenting art trips, demonstrations, opportunities for exhibition, quality meals in a lovely location, classes in many styles and mediums, all in a joyful,
optimistic setting. Just carry on, and thanks to everyone involved!
Dava Dahlgren: I think it would be fun to have a full-on juried and judged show with a theme. I like being given a theme
or word to narrow my thoughts when I can have several months to work on it. Then I can then play with the theme and
push to its limits! I once entered a show titled Rhapsodies with a piece of three farmers in coveralls. They were relatives and had big ears, so I called It ‘Good Ears for Music’. I got away with it too.
Deb Perrino: As far as JAL activities I love them all, but I especially love the luncheons. They are elegant and slower
paced. I love the conversation over a meal with interesting people you have not met before and may not have had you
been milling about. I love the intellectual stimulation of the wonderful lectures and presentations given afterwards and
the chance to spend time surrounded by the beautiful art in our upstairs gallery. Really a complete, refined and satisfying sensory banquet.
Deanna Sorenson: I would love to see us put on a juried outdoor art and craft fair. I think it would be fun to sponsor a
contest where each artist is given a set of the same materials and is challenged to create something in a set amount
time that is then voted on by a panel of judges. This could be a fundraising event or part of a bigger event.

Gallery Venues for JAL Members
The current show at Janesville Performing Arts Center will come down as soon as the building is open to the
public again and an announcement will be sent out then. Be ready for the next show the theme of which will
be Birds and Gardens. Each member can enter up to 3 pieces. Any questions, contact Deb Perrino at 608756-1165
The Elinor Mills Gallery in the Woman’s Club features work from our members. Call Elaine Wood at 608- 7526280 for information.
Halls at Dean St. Mary’s Hospital: If you are interested in having your art here or at the Elinor Mills Gallery,
please contact chairperson, Elaine Wood at 608-752-6280 and leave a message and your phone number.
Janesville Country Club: If you would like to hang your work here, contact Claudiadair Fitzgerald at 608- 7529749. Michael Loftus’s art is currently on display.
Marling Lumber and Home Works: Change over of art will be June/July at the earliest. Emails will be sent to
membership when a date and time is scheduled. If you would like to display your artwork in the showrooms
there, please contact Nancy McKinnon at 608-289-6342.

Janesville Art League
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Upcoming JAL Events

Wisconsin Regional Artists Program (WRAP)

These events had to be cancelled for our March-May meetings but are going to be rescheduled for future programming.

The Janesville Wisconsin Regional Art Program committee is sorry to
inform you that the Janesville WRAP reception and workshop have been cancelled.

Bob Hiller program - "The Art of Icing".

Keep up with WRAP news across the state of WI on the website:
https://continuingstudies.wisc.edu/conferences/wisconsin-regionalart-program/

Dessert and Coffee at Janesville
Woman's Club with small group
tours of Burdette Erickson’s Miniatures in his home next door.
Karla Nitz and Pam Moller - “Art
Quilting”

Mark your calendars for our
September 17th Meet ‘n
Greet.
Invite your friends to
attend and join Art League.

YEARS

55

REASONS

			

Keep creating and looking toward the
future!

Exciting News and Opportunities
Deb Perrino was juried into Egg Harbor's Eggstravaganza last year. It
was a fundraiser for their public arts programs. 27
artists were given a 3 foot egg to use for their creation. Deb fashioned hers into “Merlin” the owl. Merlin
and the other eggs were displayed around town over
the summer with an auction in mid-August. The auction was packed and over flowing. Merlin ended up
getting the highest bid of the night at $6500! The
couple that bought this little friend have plans to put
him in their garden next to their deck so the grandchildren can see him. Deb says, “I was certainly surprised and amazed at the response but happy he found a good
home.” Congratulations Deb! Go to https://doorcountypulse.com/
eggstravangzana-brings-in-more-than-95000/ to learn more.
Barbara Mathews will be teaching a five-day watercolor class June 22
-26 on Washington Island in Door Co. If interested contact
w w w . w a s h i n g t o n i s l a n d a r t s . c o m
Barbara’s spring Painting Trip to France has been changed to Oct. 515th.

Reason

#7

Because ...

I have 24/ 7
mobile access.
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AAUW
American Association of University Women
Summer Book Discussions
In June, we will read This Tender Land by William
Kent Krueger. Our July book is The Day the World
Came to Town by Jim Defede. In August, we will read
Nine Perfect Strangers by Liane Moriarty. AAUW’s
book discussions are the third Tuesday of the month.
During the summer, we usually have a potluck dinner
at 6 pm followed by book discussion. Due to the possibility of social distancing continuing into the summer, we cannot finalize plans for the summer
at this time. If we are unable to
meet in person, we will continue
to use Zoom. For more information, contact Paula at paulalderubeis@gmail.com.

Nancy Hansen-Bennett Rejoins
She is returning to AAUW as she has always believed in the importance of encouraging women and girls to reach for their
dreams. She was born and raised in the Milwaukee/Wauwatosa
area and received her BS in Social Work from UW-Madison in
1958. Upon graduation, she began her 63 year connection with
the Girl Scouts in Freeport, IL. She continues to help girls
achieve their potential as a 4-H leader for the Explorers and a
horticulture leader. She was employed for
many years by the Janesville School District as a teacher of students with disabilities. For 20 years, she was the Executive
Director for United Cerebral Palsy, and as
a volunteer, has been past president of
the Rock County Humane Society, GreenRock Audubon, and is currently President
of ECHO. Her main interests include the
environment, birds, and peace.
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In Memoriam
Carolyn Krebs, a member of AAUW for many years,
passed away on March 10, 2020, after a long battle
with Alzheimer's Disease. She was born in 1944 in
Dearborn, Michigan and earned a Master’s in Education from the University of Missouri. She taught students with learning disabilities in the Janesville
schools for twenty years. After her retirement, she
traveled internationally, served as president of AAUW
-Janesville branch from 2006-2008, participated in
Book Discussion, and was a leader in the League of
Women Voters. She regularly drove to St. Louis, Missouri, to spend time with her five grandchildren, visiting museums and other educational sites. She was
very involved in theater, art, music, literature, travel,
and politics. She was deeply committed to empowering women. She eventually moved to a memory care
facility in St. Louis to be
near her two daughters,
sons-in-law, and grandchildren. She will be
missed by family and
friends. Paula DeRubeis
recalled, “Carolyn and I
were co-presidents for 2
years (2006-2008) and
book sale co-chairs. One
of my fondest memories
of her include our trips to
Ravinia (organized by Sue
Keeney) with our daughters who remain close
friends.”

Simmons Fence and
Specialty Products LLC
4527 S. Hwy 51, Janesville, WI
(Across from the Rock County Airport)

608-754-1610
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Outgoing President’s Message from Pat Phillips
Completing my term as co-president of AAUW is not wrapping up as I had envisioned! But I have so much to be thankful for that it won’t really matter in the long run…I started my first term (2016) with a firm foundation under the excellent guidance of Diane Adams and Emily Scheunemann. I will wrap up by leaving our branch in the creative and competent hands of Carole Salinas and Nancy Arnold. Every AAUW member, every day, wants AAUW to
be successful and is willing to step up. The friendships forged in hard work, determination, and clear
vision of a better future will last my lifetime.
I had three goals when I started as co-president in 2016.
 Increase branch membership.
 Increase the visibility of our work doing good things for girls and women.
 Collaborate with other organizations that share our values and goals.
While I truly believe that a fully accomplished goal represents a bar set too low, I feel good about the
accomplishments Janesville AAUW has achieved. Membership is increasing, we’re visible in the media more often, and have forged alliances with other organizations through programs, activities, and
important community work. This year we welcomed seven new members. We were instrumental in earning the grant
for the Woman’s Club Revive 108 project. We formed a new partnership with UW-Whitewater for Tech Savvy for which
nearly 100 girls and over 60 parents registered. It wasn’t canceled…merely postponed. I have good reason to express
my heartfelt thanks to the officers, members, and friends of Janesville AAUW. We have accomplished much together in
these years that passed too quickly. In my next role in AAUW as Communications Chair I will continue working on our
goals…we obviously set them high enough for the work to continue. And most importantly….
You have been my friend. That in itself is a tremendous thing. ~E.B. White (Charlotte’s Web)

Carole Salinas Co-President
I am beginning my second two-year term as co-president
of AAUW-Janesville. I joined AAUW in 1992, and served as
branch secretary from 1996-98. After an absence of almost 20 years, I rejoined AAUW in 2016, and became copresident with Pat Phillips in 2018. During my first term,
AAUW celebrated its 95th anniversary with a party in April
2019. Pat Phillips initiated and directed a grounds renewal project at the Woman’s Club. We hosted Pumpkinfest as part of the open house events
for the Vote My Main Street campaign. Our monthly programs supported AAUW’s mission of promoting
equity for women and girls. For the
past three years, I have served as
AAUW’s representative on the Foundation Board. I am looking forward to
my second term as co-president
working with Nancy Arnold

Nancy Arnold Co-President
I joined AAUW in 1993, when I was attending the UW-Whitewater
as a returning adult student. I attended some of the AAUW meetings but found it difficult to take on any leadership roles in the
group because I was working, attending college, and had a family.
I continued my education at the UW-Madison obtaining a master’s
degree in Social Work. My membership in AAUW became a casualty of my busy life. In the summer of 2015, a friend invited me to
attend an AAUW potluck and book discussion. I enjoyed meeting
everyone and sharing our thoughts about the books so much that I
decided to rejoin AAUW. In 2016, I was
asked to be on the publicity committee. I
started my first term as treasurer in 2017,
and my second term in 2019. While treasurer, I have had an active role in the Book
Sale and the Scholarship committee. Now I
am passing on the treasurer’s hat in order
to begin my first term as co-president. I look
forward to working with and learning from
Carole Salinas in this new role.

AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership.
AAUW’s Mission: Advancing equality for women and girls
through advocacy, education, and research.
For membership information contact:
Leslie Brunsell at 608-201-2100

MacDowell Music Club
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Dear Friends and New Faces in 2019-2020
The MacDowell Club members, their families and friends, were treated to six marvelous programs during the
2019-2020 season. Our good friend, Martha Dunegan, invited two new faces, Carlene Courtney & Jean
Dickenson to our stage to perform as the tremendous threesome on September 20, 2019. This trio made up of
a violin, cello, and piano brilliantly performed a beautiful composition by Felix Mendelssohn.
Three new faces, known as the Avanti Guitar Trio, graced the Woman’s Club’s splendid stage on October 26,
2019. These three spectacular performers, Jason Deroche, Julie Goldberg, and Wesley Hixson admirably
performed an impressive group of compositions which displayed technical skill and talent to enrapture the
imagination. The MacDowell Music Club was fortunate to receive a $300 grant from the Wisconsin Federation
of Music Clubs to assist in providing this program. We again were delighted by a program we call cabaret which
has been so popular over the past several years. On November 16, 2019, Sue Renkas very capably arranged to
bring good friends and new faces to our stage for an evening of sheer enjoyment. Some of the new faces
included husband and wife team teachers Benjamin & Lori Meyer from Parker High School. Good friends Laura
Schueler & Thelma Wilcox also kept us graciously entertained.
February 2020 favored us with our two programs dedicated to Janesville and surrounding communities’
musical youth. Our young performers Recital featured middle and high school students on February 1, 2020.
Nine pianists, one cellist, one violinist, & a choral and instrumental ensemble brought many new faces to charm
an eager audience. Winners of the February 9, 2020, scholarship auditions gave a spectacular performance on
February 23, 2020. Three violinists, two vocalists, four pianists, and one flutist filled that Sunday afternoon with
impressive musicianship and grace. March 8, 2020, First Congregational Church of Janesville was the date and
setting of a magnificent handbell concert. A seventh program was scheduled for May 16. Due to the unforeseen
global pandemic, this was canceled.
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MacDowell Music Club
Frieda Lubkeman: A Treasury of Experiences

We’ve all written her name while addressing envelopes, and heard her voice reminding us to pay our dues on numerous occasions. In the fall of 2019 she passed on our accounts to our new treasurer, Janet Schroeder, whom you read about in a
past newsletter. It is now my honor to share incredible information about this remarkable woman who has served us so well
for so long.
Frieda Lubkeman was born in Fulton, Missouri, where she received her elementary and high school education. She earned
an associate degree from Hannibal LaGrange College, what was then a two year school. After passing a state test, Frieda
was offered a teaching position in an elementary school in a small town on the Missouri River. During those three years she
took extension courses from the University of Missouri, Columbia. She decided to return to school to finish her degree in
elementary education from William Jewel College in Liberty Missouri. A train took young Frieda to Libertyville, Illinois, for a
job interview which awarded her a teaching position there following college. She taught third graders for three years. While
in Libertyville, she was asked to sing for a friend’s wedding wherein she met Ray, who later became her husband. Ray’s job,
dealing with large industrial equipment, took them out east where they settled in Connecticut. She signed a contract to
teach fifth graders for two years and later kindergarteners for two years. Ray’s job responsibilities took them to Pennsylvania, where Frieda decided to stay home with their new daughter, Sharon. In 1968, the Lubkemans moved to Janesville,
where Ray was able to realize his lifelong dream by purchasing the Coast to Coast Hardware Store in Creston Park. It was at
that time that Frieda began her MacDowell Club career. She met Firth Godell, choir director, organist at St. Mark Lutheran
Church, and dedicated member of the club. Upon arrival in Janesville, she joined St. Mark choir, and often visited the MacDowell Club via Firth’s invitation. She officially joined in 1970, and at president Firth’s request brought potential club member, Sue Renkas to the meetings. Frieda reports that
Firth was an impressive accompanist and lifelong friend. Frieda has held several positions
in the MacDowell Music Club including, yearbook editor, scrapbook organizer, treasurer
short-term, president, and treasurer long-term beginning in 1997.
Frieda’s lifelong love of music was rewarded at age six when she sang her first solo. She
has sung in junior and senior choirs for eighty-three years, including several years with Choral Union. She took piano lessons for six years, and began voice lessons at age sixteen with
a teacher from William Woods College, which continued for several years. A highlight of her
musical career was the opportunity to sing a soprano solo in Benjamin Britten’s Ceremony
of Carols with a MacDowell ladies chorus. In addition to Frieda’s abundance of musical involvements, she has enriched her life with marvelous travel escapades. They took part in
an extensive visit to Germany in 1984 to meet Ray’s relatives. She continues to communicate via e-mail with younger relatives of Ray’s family as a result of this visit. She has also
been to Italy, Ireland, on a Polynesian cruise, and a cruise through the Panama Canal.
Frieda speaks proudly of their two children, Sharon, whose husband has an appraisal business in Beaver Dam, and entrepreneur David, who buys and sells corvettes. She has four
grandchildren: Noah, Elijah, Jonah, and Raea, who entertained us with her fine performance of a flute solo on our last scholarship winners’ concert.
Frieda is proud to share a prestigious event which has left a historical imprint on her life. During her high school years there
were two colleges, William Woods for girls, and Westminster for boys, both in Fulton, Missouri. Through a foundation donation the president of Westminster was able to bring notable speakers to Fulton. He hoped to invite Winston Churchill, and
contacted President Harry Truman to assist with his plan. Truman, a resident of Missouri, agreed to help with the plan, and
offered to come along with Churchill. Frieda was present when Churchill first used the words iron curtain; “an iron curtain
has come down from Trieste to the Baltic”. Frieda recalls viewing the Churchill/Truman parade through an upper dimestore
window. Her older brother, Bill Franklin, was thrilled to go to the college to examine the infamous touring car. After extensive
research, Phillip White wrote a book about the historical event and all its preparations. She and her brother were thoroughly
interviewed by the author to extract all their memories. Published in 2012, the author sent autographed copies with both
their names on the acknowledgement pages.
Thank you, Frieda, for sharing such a memorable life. And, we all thank you for your many years of dedicated service. Your
assistance to me as a new MacDowell member & eventually president is invaluable. You keep me on my toes.

We are very sorry to report that Frieda passed away on May 12, 2020. -Kathy Hudziak
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Learning From the Past: COVID-19 and Spanish Flu
How is the Spanish flu of 1918 like today’s COVID-19? My maternal grandmother was 18 years old when she developed the disease and survived due to the care she received from her aunt. I wish I had asked her more questions about the flu, but she died in
1971 when my interest in history and genealogy had not been aroused. My focus was elsewhere as my son was 2 years old and
my daughter was 4 months old. Therefore, I looked elsewhere for information on the Spanish flu. Well, according to History.com,
“the Spanish flu pandemic of 1918, the deadliest in history, infected an estimated 500 million people worldwide—about one-third
of the planet’s population—and killed an estimated 20 million to 50 million victims, including some 675,000 Americans. The 1918
flu was first observed in Europe, the United States, and parts of Asia before swiftly spreading around the world. At the time, there
were no effective drugs or vaccines to treat this killer flu strain. Citizens were ordered to wear masks, schools, theaters and businesses were shuttered and bodies piled up in makeshift morgues before the virus ended its deadly global march”. Sound familiar? The first incident of the 1918 pandemic (H1N1 virus) occurred in the spring and was generally mild. The typical flu symptoms
of chills, fever, and fatigue were mild, and the sick usually recovered after several days. The number of reported deaths was low.
Then the flu as a highly contagious wave reappeared in the fall of 1918. People died within hours or days of developing symptoms. Their skin turned blue as their lungs filled with fluid that caused them to suffocate. In just one year, the average life expectancy in America fell by 12 years. When will we have the second wave? How long did it last? A CDC article dated 4/18/20 stated
the virus lasted from January 1918 to December 1920 and infected 500 million people which was about a third of the world's
population at the time. How long will the COVID-19 last? Per an article by Douglas Jordan from the CDC, “if a severe pandemic,
such as occurred in 1918 happened today, it would still likely overwhelm health care infrastructure, both in the United States and
across the world. Hospitals and doctors’ offices would struggle to meet demand from the number of patients requiring care. Such
an event would require significant increases in the manufacture, distribution and supply of medications, products, and life-saving
medical equipment, such as mechanical ventilators. Businesses and schools would struggle to function, and even basic services
like trash pickup and waste removal could be impacted”. This does sound familiar. Did we learn from the past? My recommendation for you is to watch the 2010 movie “Contagion”. It certainly is an “eye opener”. - Leah Burrows, Regent

Foundation News

What Can YOU Do to Help Our Building & Foundation?
Thank you to everyone who purchased raffle tickets. FP108SJ is in need of cash. Building rentals have cancelled and our Super Fundraiser which generates about $9,000 of our operating budget has been postponed. If you can make a donation to the building via mail—it would certainly be appreciated.
Thank you to the helpers who stop down and work on the building grounds with their families. The building
is looking good. If you want to help, we have an ongoing effort for sweeping or blowing the parking lot (a gas
blower is needed since no electricity outside), and picking up sticks from the lawn. Thank you & Stay Safe.
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Foundation News
Carla Edgar Named New Editor

Building Closed Temporarily

Carla Edgar, a member of the Janesville Woman’s The building is closed temporarily to help prevent
Club has volunteered to take on the role of Editor-In- the spread of COVID-19.
Chief for this Janesville Women newsletter. Carla will We hope to re-schedule our annual Super Fundbegin her work with the September 2020 issue.
raiser later this year. It is vital that we recoup the
Thank you to Becky Wright, who has held the position funds we normally raise at this event. Each year we
raise about $9,000 at the Super Fundraiser and
for the past 6 years, since the
that is 25% of our annual operating budget.
newsletter began.
Depending on when the governor gives us the green
Article Editors Ann Roe and
light to reopen the building, Ellen will return to work
Karla Nitz work with all the
to get the White Book put together.
clubs reviewing the material
submitted and are excellent
We are scheduling repair work on the building with
proofreaders. Additional proofthe $80,000 in funds we were awarded in the Vote
readers from all the clubs pitch
Your Main Street grant. These funds can only be
in for each issue. It is a team
used for the building repairs we submitted in our
effort and thank you to everygrant.
one who volunteers.
Looking forward to seeing everyone again soon.

