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Parish Mission Statement 

We the members of St. Stephen Catholic 
Church of Caseyville, IL do strive to 
KNOW our faith, SHARE our time, 
talents, and treasure, TEACH by 
example, LIVE by truth and love. 
 

Parish Offices 618-397-0666 or 618-397-8531 ◘  Fax 618-397-4430 ◘  Voigt (Parish) Hall 618-398-9928 

August 23, 2020 

        

St. Stephen 
Tuesday     8:00 am  
Thursday   8:00 am 
Sunday    9:00 am 
Reconciliation Sun.  
by appointment 

     
Holy Trinity 
Wednesday  8:10 am 
Friday          8:10 am 
Saturday      4:00 pm 
Sunday        7:30 am 
                   10:30 am 
Reconciliation Sat. 
by appointment 
 

Temporary Schedules  
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AUGUST 23 SUNDAY 21ST SUNDAY IN  
                                                ORDINARY TIME  
By appointment - Sacrament of Reconciliation  
9:00 a.m. Mass   (by reservation only) 
No - YFF 
No - Spanish Mass   
No - Bingo 
AUGUST 24 , MONDAY  
AUGUST 25 TUESDAY  
8:00 a.m. Mass 
AUGUST 26, WEDNESDAY  
AUGUST 27 THURSDAY   
8:00 a.m. Mass 
AUGUST 28, FRIDAY   
AUGUST 29, SATURDAY  
 
 
AUGUST 30, SUNDAY 22ND SUNDAY IN  
                                                ORDINARY TIME  
By appointment -  Sacrament of Reconciliation  
9:00 a.m. Mass  (by reservation only) 
No - YFF 
No - Spanish Mass    
No - Bingo  
                                                 
 

                  The SANCTUARY LAMP burns the week of  
                         August 23 to August 30, 2020  
                                      in  memory of   
                                Kay Benson  
                     January 4, 1935 ~ July 29, 2020 

 

Aug. 23 Sunday 9 am Mass ~ John (for health) 
Aug. 25 Tues. 8 am Mass ~ John Morlock 
Aug. 27 Thurs. 8 am Mass ~ Reverend  Albert  Eugene  
                                                                                Kreher 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
The only way to know God is to love God. Our minds will 
never fully grasp the mystery of God, but our hearts and 
souls can learn to love the mystery. Years ago, when life had 
a more innocent quality to it, we believed what we were told 
or witnessed, unless there was direct evidence otherwise. 
This was especially true if the information came from 
someone in authority. In a sense, we were a bit more gullible 
on one hand but also more trusting on the other. The latter is 
an admirable quality that sadly can be eroded when we 
realize we have been duped. With education and 
technological advances, we find ourselves more skeptical 
and less likely to accept and believe what we see and hear 
too quickly. 
For all the good that social media can do, it can also easily 
distort reality and truth. Photoshop and a myriad other 
technological truth can add to, fabricate, and make even the 
non-existent seem real. It is amazing. How far do we allow 
this obviously justifiable skepticism to take us? Questioning 
and doubting are healthy elements of any good relationship 
if we don’t allow them to turn us away from a deeper 
experience of love and encounter. If we cannot get our minds 
around something or empirically justify or prove it, we tend 
to declare it a hoax, untrue, or unauthentic and walk away. 
The very same trust that can quickly be eroded is exactly 
what is essential for all our relationships, especially our 
relationship with God. With all things and people that make 
a profound claim on us, we must trust in the absence of 
knowledge. Full self-investment involves plunging 
completely into the unknown! 
Simon Peter said to Jesus, “You are the Christ, the Son of 
the Living God.” Peter came to this knowledge, which is not 
“head knowledge” because of the relationship he shared 
with Jesus and what God was able to reveal in and through 
that relationship. Peter simply “knew” because of love that 
this is who Jesus really is. The silent exchange of love 
between friends, and not an intellectual exercise of the mind, 
brought Peter to this place. When we stop and think about it, 
there are many things in life that we simply know but do not 
completely understand. When someone sacrifices their own 
well-being for another, it may not make intellectual sense 
when examined. But it makes a world of sense when it is 
carried out. The vastness of reality and an encounter with 
incomprehensible mystery all lead us to profound silence 
where we simply know something to be true. Have you 
trusted enough to allow your relationship with God to bring 
you to this place or are you still too skeptical? 

 

Matthew 5:4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 
comforted. 

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time/August 30, 2020 
First Reading: 
Whenever I speak, I must cry out, 
violence and outrage is my message; 
the word of the LORD has brought me 
derision and reproach all the day. (Jer 20:8) 
Psalm: 
My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. (Ps 63) 
Second Reading: 
I urge you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, 
to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and pleasing to God, your spiritual worship. (Rom 
12:1) 
Gospel: 
Jesus said to his disciples, 
“Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, 
take up his cross, and follow me.” (Mt 16:24) 
 

Respect Life Corner- In the Second Reading from St. 
Paul to the Romans (Romans 11:33-36)  St. Paul writes a 
beautiful letter praising Our Lord.  Paul is in awe of how 
we can never fully comprehend God and His love for us.  
The gift of human life gives us the opportunity to 
participate in giving glory to God.  Learn, Act, Connect 
and Pray- Our Baptism is the beginning of a life in 
Christ.  We can never repay Christ for all He has done 
for us, nor does He ask us to.  Trusting in Our Lord in all 
that life brings and walking with Him throughout our 
days signifies our love for Him.  Loving one another and 
walking with those in need is critical to our faith-
life.  This year, we follow the USCCB’s theme of 
“Walking with Moms in Need.  
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Jesus asks who do you say I am? Have you ever taken the 
time to think about that question? Who is Jesus for you? 
How would you describe him to someone that has never 
met him? What would you want to tell others, what are the 
most amazing attributes about him? Think about who 
Jesus is for you . Talk to him and think about what you 
need most . Jesus asks who we say he is and it is up to us 
( based on our experience ) to determine the 
answer .                                                 Jeanne Adamske 

Youth Squad 
 

Any high school students are welcome to send contact 
information to jeanne@ststephencaseyville.org to find out 
more about youth squad and the return to meetings in the 
future. Leadership is looking at ways to safely continue to 
minister to the youth in the midst of the pandemic. 
Thank you for your patience. 
 

“If you have questions about vocations, please contact your 
Parish Vocation Coordinator, Andy (grandpa) Martignoni, 
Jr.”  Have a good day. Andy 

VOCATION CORNER 
 Jesus asks His apostles today about what his vocation is, 
and Simon Peter points to Him as Lord. His vocation 
isn’t an occupation. It isn’t what keeps him busy or what 
He does day-to-day but it’s about who He is. In the same 
way we are called, not simply to have careers or to 
occupy our days, but to be saints in our vocation for 
others. 
 

Prayer to Saint Rocco Patron Saint against plagues and 
infectious diseases 
O Great St. Rocco, deliver us, we beseech thee, from the 
scourges of God; through thy intercession, preserve our 
bodies from contagious diseases, and our souls from the 
contagion of sin. Obtain for us salubrious air; but, above 
all, purity of heart. Assist us to make good use of health, 
to bear suffering with patience; and, after thy example, to 
live in the practice of penance and charity, that we may 
one day enjoy the happiness which thou has merited by 
thy virtues. St. Rocco, pray for us. (Pray three times) 
 
 

Information to have the bulletin sent to your e-mail 
address. 
 parishesonline.com 
 Type in St. Stephen Caseyville, IL. 62232 
 Click on search 
 Click on St. Stephen, Caseyville, IL. 
 Click on subscribe 
 Enter your information 
-or-just view bulletins, current or past bulletins 
This is a secure site and all information is confidential 
and will not be shared to any other site.  
If you have any questions please call the office 397-0666 
Monday-Thursday 9-2 and we will be happy to assist.   
 

The King's House  Charismatic Retreat Aug 28 - Aug 30 
- The retreat is filled up due to virus restrictions but is 
now open for Zoom registration on the website or by 
phone 800-779-7909. The Zoom webinar will be hosted by 
the King's House. The retreat is live and interactive and 
includes Prayer and Praise led by Shepherd's Voice and 
Speaker Jim Beckman's conference talks and theme "For 
Such a Time as This". Registration is $100.00 per person. 
(If you have more than one person watching please 
consider an additional donation). A link will be sent by the 
King's House to you a few days before the retreat . 
Go to http://www.kingsretreatcenter.org/events/  to 
register. 

Thank you to all who have donated for the festival. If you 
have not yet done so envelopes will be in the next packet 
set from OSV. Thank you for supporting the festival fund  

Gratitude  
As children, we are taught of the importance of gratitude. 
It is an important part of our growing up in the world. We 
are reminded “Now, what do you say for the nice gift?” 
Of course we would respond “Thank you”   
And as we grow we continue to say the words and express 
thank you with or without sincerity. God is the most 
generous. God’s generosity can never be outdone. The 
people of God extend the love and care to us and in return 
- we are grateful. As I write this I am grateful for all of 
you. For the many ways you continue to be generous to 
the church as faithful stewards. In challenging times, you 
are remembering the church still needs financial support. 
In challenging times you are volunteering at the food 
pantry, the reopening team and many other ways. Many of 
you are compassionate and show understanding with the 
guidelines of the diocese and state. Because of this and 
many other acts of kindness I am genuinely grateful. I am 
blessed by you and say with a sincere heart Thank you! -
Jeanne Adamske   
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Assuring Your Comfort 
Since 1989

345-7498 
www.VivianoAir.com

4 GENERATIONS OF TRUSTED SERVICE...

KASSLY

in Fairview Heights

398-1122
kasslyfuneral.com

MORTUARY LTD.

R E M E M B E R 

St. Stephen 

Catholic Church 

in your will.

COMPLETE
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

1150 St Louis Rd
Collinsville, IL  62234

(618)345-0611
www.mikesautomotive.net

 

An independent community 
 offering flexible options  

for an active lifestyle
 (618) 726-0341 

128 Regency Park • O’Fallon, IL 62269
info@manor55.com • www.manor55.com

FREE LUNCH when you schedule a tour!

618-931-6237618-931-6237

  
EXCAVATING EXCAVATING 

& DEMOLITION& DEMOLITION
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Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today! 
sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827


