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Parish Staff�

Pastor, �

Reverend Harold Fisher, OMI�

fisherharold47@gmail.com   �

�

�

Deacon Art Hampton�

deaconart@holytrinityil.org   �

�

Deacon Tom Powers�

4sssster@gmail.com�

�

Pastoral Associate, �

Jeanne Adamske�

jeanne@ststephencaseyville.org   �

�

Parish Secretary, Carol Donahue�

office@ststephencaseyville.org�

�

�

Parish Bookkeeper, Stacy Griffin�

books@ststephencaseyville.org�

�

�

�

Parish Offices 618-397-0666 or 618-397-8531 �  Fax 618-397-4430 �  Voigt (Parish) Hall 618-398-9928 

December 5, 2021�

       �

St. Stephen�

Monday�     

8:00 am�

Tuesday�     

8:00 am �

Wednesday 6:30 

pm�

Thursday   8:00 am�

Sunday�   9:00 am�

Reconciliation 

Sunday’s �

8:15�8:45 am�

�

    �

Holy Trinity�

Wednesday  8:10 am�

Friday          8:10 am�

Saturday      4:00 pm�

Sunday        7:30 am�

                   10:30 am�

Reconciliation 

Saturday’s �

3:00�3:30 pm�

�

Parish Mission Statement�

We the members of St. Stephen Catholic Church of Caseyville, IL do 

strive to KNOW our faith,�SHARE our�time, talents, and 

treasure,�TEACH by example, LIVE by truth�and love.�

�

Holy Rosary: �

Monday�Friday 8:00 am�

Saturday 4:00 pm�

�    6:30 pm Spanish�

Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am, �

12:00 pm Spanish�

Reconciliation Saturday 2:30�3:30 pm�
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                   Please remember loved ones who have �

                    passed  and those in need of prayer, for the �

                   many hardships and joys of life we all share.�

Prayer for Intercession of Blessed Stanley Francis 

Rother�

O faithful shepherd, Blessed Stanly Rother, as priest and 

missionary, you tilled the soil with your hands and invited 

Christ Jesus to till the soil of your soul. �

You became a sign of love of Christ the Good Shepherd 

for your People, and blessed their lives by your ministry. �

You stood firm and did not run from danger, bringing 

glory to God and his Church in your martyrdom.�

Blessed Stanley, obtain from the heart of Jesus for 

healing of Fr. Joe Rascher, and pray for me, that I too 

may be a sign of Christ’s love among His people.�

Teach me to faithfully till the soil of his life in the reality 

given to me by our Farther, unafraid to stay with those 

God has given me, no matter the cost. �

Through Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen �

�

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted�

                                                                MATTHEW 5:4�

DECEMBER 5 SUNDAY 2ND SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 9 AM MASS   �

� For the Health of Fr. Joe�

SPANISH MASS 12:00 PM  �

DECEMBER 6 MONDAY  8 AM MASS�

�  Faye Krause�

DECEMBER 7 TUESDAY  6:30 PM VIGIL �

� Jim Woodcock�

DECEMBER 8 WEDNESDAY No Mass�

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary ��

DECEMBER 9 THURSDAY 8:00 AM MASS�

� Reverend Joseph Menker� �

DECEMBER 12 SUNDAY 3RD SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT  9 AM MASS �

� Georgia Gallaher Lawrence�

SPANISH MASS 12:00 PM�

Our Lady of Guadalupe�

Fellowship to follow�

�

�

�

 December 5, 2021�

2
nd

 Sunday of Advent�

�

St. Ambrose shares some wisdom on our need to prepare 

the way and open the door for Christ. “You see that 

when the Word of God knocks hardest on your door, it is 

when his hair is wet with the dew of the night. In fact, he 

chooses to visit those who are in tribulation and trial, 

lest one of them be overwhelmed by distress. So, his 

head is covered with dew, with drops, when his body is 

laboring hard. It is important to keep watch so that 

when the Bridegroom comes, he is not shut out. If you 

are asleep and your heart is not keeping watch, he will 

go away without knocking; but if your heart is alert for 

his coming, he knocks and asks for the door to be 

opened to him.” When life gets overwhelming and 

difficult and we find ourselves feeling a bit downhearted 

and miserable, these words can bring great comfort.�

�

We sometimes choose to remain stuck in our 

uncomfortable darkness and being stuck becomes our 

norm. In this time of self�focus our hearts are closed to 

the graces and life God desires to give us. Wrapped in 

the robe of mourning and misery, we fail to see the 

mercy, justice, and love the Bridegroom wants to bring. 

If we take seriously the need to prepare the way for 

Christ and open our hearts in preparation for his visit, 

we can hear God’s gentle voice calling us deep within. It 

beckons us to seek out its source and discover the inner 

calm and peace that can prevail over the darkness of 

despair. Sometimes our darkness is so dark that it may 

seem unsurmountable. Trusting in the spiritual friends 

who journey with us, and God’s promise may bring a 

glimmer of light even when it is most difficult to keep 

our hearts’ doors open. Sometimes, the only light in the 

darkness is found in trusting the faith of others both past 

and present.�

�

We have to trust that God has already begun the 

accomplishment of good work in us and that humanity is 

on an incredible journey to something wonderful and 

awesome. God is not done. When we open the doors of 

our hearts, straighten the paths of our lives, and prepare 

the way, Jesus can come with God’s simple gifts of 

peace, grace, and joy. Life throws a great deal at us. It 

is easy to get tired and confused. We have to train our 

hearts to keep watch, discern what is of value, and forge 

ahead. Not allowing ourselves to become so weighed 

down by things and brought out of focus is a tremendous 

goal to achieve this Advent season. God is knocking. 

Answer the door. You will see and understand life in 

ways you never thought possible before.�

 December 12, 2021�

 Coffee and Donuts�

  After the  9 am Mass�
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     Did you know you can support St. Stephen  �

     Catholic Church through your trust or will?                                                                                

“If you have questions about vocations, please contact your 

Parish Vocation Coordinator, Andy (grandpa) Martignoni, 

Jr.” �Have a good day. Andy�

VOCATION CORNER�

� “The priestly vocation is essentially a call to sanctity, in 

the form that derives from the Sacrament of Holy 

Orders.� Sanctity is intimacy with God; it is the imitation 

of Christ, poor, chaste and humble; it is unreserved love 

for souls and self�giving to their true good; it is love for 

the church which is holy and wants us to be holy, because 

such is the mission that Christ has entrusted to it.� Each 

one of you must be holy also in order to help your 

brothers pursue their vocation to sanctity.” � St. John 

Paul II, October 9, 1984�

Log on to parishesonline.com to have bulletin sent 

directly to your e�mail, it’s fast, easy and safe! �

�

Parish Support�

�

November 21, 2021   $ 2624.70 �

� �

Church collection plus donations mailed to the office�

The second week of Advent is beginning. It always seems 

that this season goes by too quickly. I recall a homily 

from our dear friend and priest, Fr. Nick Junker. He used 

an orange construction cone to remind us to slow down 

during this season. Give the proper time and focus to the 

season, to Jesus. Stewardship is about that very concept. 

We are called to slow down and make time for 

stewardship of prayer. It is time to join Jesus for sacred 

space and grow in understanding how we can be the best 

version of ourselves. �

�

 Jeanne Adamske�

St. Vincent DePaul��

Thank you, Holy Trinity and St. Stephen parishes. 

Together you contributed over $2900 in September.  We 

were stewards of those funds, assisting 27 individuals with 

a range of needs, from shelter ($1100) to Ameren ($810), 

and Water/Sewer ($700). Thank you on behalf of the 

neighbors we were able to help. We also covered 

incidental expenses for gasoline, and deposits to assist 

persons transitioning from a drug and alcohol treatment 

center into safe houses of sobriety. We are cautious and 

prayerfully considerate with your funds that we have 

matched up with the needs in our neighborhoods. Thank 

you and know that we pray for all of you at our bi�weekly 

meetings. We are also happy to pray for your special 

intentions as well.  Request cards are at the back of church 

on a small pedestal. Feel free to allow us to pray for you.  

The mission of St. Vincent DePaul has always been service 

coupled with prayer. We thank God for you and your 

continued support.��

�

      The Month Ahead ~�

December 8 Men’s Club dinner followed by meeting 

6:30 pm�

December 9 St. Anne’s Christmas Party 6:00 pm, M/R�

December 9 Youth Group prepare Christmas Baskets, 

gym�

December 11 Youth Group Christmas Basket pick up 9 

am to 11 am�

December 12 Donut Sunday after 9 am Mass; YFF, M/

R; prep for Our Lady of Guadalupe�

December 16 Caseyville Senior Citizen Meeting & 

potluck, noon M/R�

�

�Ministry Chairpersons �

As a reminder, any ministry that would like to utilize 

parish space for meetings/gatherings, please contact the 

parish office to reserve space. Please have dates, times, 

and room requested ready at the time of contact and have 

alternative dates and times in the event the space is 

already reserved. As a reminder, masks are still required 

indoors. If any information changes, that will be shared 

with ministry chairpersons. �

Thank you for your patience and cooperation as we work 

together to minister to God's people in so many ways.� �

Jeanne Adamske �

Sunday, December 5 is the last day to turn in gifts 

and food for the Giving Tree. Thank you to everyone 

for your generosity for those less fortunate. �
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Assuring Your Comfort 
Since 1989

345-7498 
www.VivianoAir.com

4 GENERATIONS OF TRUSTED SERVICE...

KASSLY

in Fairview Heights

398-1122
kasslyfuneral.com

MORTUARY LTD.

R E M E M B E R 

St. Stephen 

Catholic Church 

in your will.

COMPLETE
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

1150 St Louis Rd
Collinsville, IL  62234

(618)345-0611
www.mikesautomotive.net

 

An independent community 
 offering flexible options  

for an active lifestyle
 (618) 726-0341 

128 Regency Park • O’Fallon, IL 62269
info@manor55.com • www.manor55.com

FREE LUNCH when you schedule a tour!

618-931-6237618-931-6237

  
EXCAVATING EXCAVATING 

& DEMOLITION& DEMOLITION

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Contact Mark Sobczak 
 to place an ad today! 
msobczak@4LPi.com 

 or (800) 950-9952 x2484


