
Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord             April 12, 2020 

 

My Dear Parishioners,  
 
He is Risen!  Alleluia!  Although we cannot gather as a faith community in our 
church, we all share in the wondrous news of the Resurrection and its promise of 
new life for all.  Know that I will be offering Mass for you this Easter, and that you 
are in my prayers most intensely at this holy time.  I wish you all a holy, healthy  
and peaceful Easter, and look forward to our coming together again to greet each 
other in person.   
 
Father Michael McMahon  
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bulletin@icparish.org 
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PARISH COUNCIL 
Julie Harrigan  
Steve Kriss   
Luisa Lara       
Miriam Trogi 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Donna Falzone 
Mark Gryl 
Marc Horner 

councils 

mass intentions 

Saturday, April 11 
7:00pm:  Parishioners of  
Immaculate Conception Parish 
 
Sunday, April 12 
Parishioners of Immaculate  
Conception Parish 
 
Monday, April 13 
8:00am:  Oscar Arreola 
Gilbert Kosirog 
 
Tuesday, April 14 
8:00am:  Rev. Raymond McCarthy 
Mr. and Mrs. Strubbe 
 
Wednesday, April 15 
8:00am:  Rev. Raymond McCarthy 
Veronica Picchietti 
 
 

Thursday, April 16 
8:00am:  Mary Rinaldi 
Vicenzo and Teresina Sorrentino 
 
Friday, April 17 
8:00am:  Rena Menoni 
 
Saturday, April 18 
8:00am:  Dominic Venturi 
5:00pm:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
 
Sunday, April 19 
8:00am:  Aldo De Luca 
Otto Cortesi 
Cecelia Szymanski 
10:30am:  Mary Banks 
John Kappock 
Garrett Collopy 

OUR PARISH MISSION  
STATEMENT: 

 

To be an inspired and holy 
Catholic community of 
faith that embraces the 
challenges of being  a  
vibrant parish in today’s 
society. 

PLEASE NOTE: 
 
ALL MASSES ARE  
CANCELLED UNTIL  
FURTHER NOTICE.  
 
THE CHURCH AND PARISH 
OFFICES ARE CLOSED  
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 

CONNECT: 

PHONE: (847) 433-0130     ONLINE: www.icparish.org 
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Dear Parishioners, 
 
At this holy season, we will all miss the beauty of our church building and 
each other as we celebrate the rich liturgies of the Triduum. Know that I 
am offering Mass for you and your intentions each day, and keep you in 
my other prayer. Jesus calls us to be a community of faith, hope, and love 
for each other even more especially in these very holy days, and you are 
very much in my thoughts. 
 
Elsewhere in our on-line bulletin and e-mails, we have listed all the  
resources we have found which are available for prayer and distance  
participation at Mass. While the Archdiocese has mandated the cessation 
of all public liturgies and sacramental celebrations, if you need the  
assistance of a priest, please call the Parish Office. However, since we  
have had to limit our staff’s office time, you will probably have to leave a 
message and give us time to respond. We are sorry for this inconvenience, 
but the Archdiocese sees no other way to comply with civic mandates and 
common-sense concern for safety. 
 
I am well-aware that the current health crisis has had enormous economic 
costs which affect everyone, creating financial challenges and adding to 
our worries. Many have lost jobs and had to close businesses. The Parish 
too has been affected by the required church closure, which was not our 
choice any more than the losses you face were your choice. Our weekly 
offertory collections enable us to pay our bills for heat, light, supplies 
(especially extra cleaning supplies), as well as our Archdiocesan  
assessments. We feel the loss of those collections. 
 
At all times, we function with an extremely lean staff, paid and unpaid, of 
dedicated people who fill many roles generously and effectively. We want 
to be able to continue to pay those who rely on our salaries and serve our 
parish so well. And we want to be able to reopen and get back to full-time 
ministry, with greater enthusiasm and participation than ever, when all 
this is over. We can come back stronger than ever, re-energized and alive 
in Jesus’ Resurrection! Please prayerfully consider your finances and  
prioritize your giving to our parish at whatever level you can manage at 
this time, knowing that we are careful stewards of your gifts. 
 
In the hope and joy of Easter, 
 
Father Michael McMahon 

An Extra Thought  

from Fr. Mike… 

 

“Social distancing” may help 

keep us safe, but it also may 

bring us more solitude than  

we are used to.  In normal 

times, solitude can be rare, 

almost a luxury.  Yet now that  

it is thrust on us, we don’t quite 

know what to do with it.  We 

can use it to grow – like plants 

under the cold ground, we can 

strengthen our root system for 

the future, fill the emptiness we 

feel and form a habit to hold 

onto when we return to 

whatever “normal” is.   Here  

are some ideas on “how”.  

 

If there is a regular quiet time 

in your day, great, but any 

spare five or ten minutes will  

do - while the coffee brews or  

the laundry cycle finishes – 

whenever it is, pick a time when 

you would like to sit down and 

be quiet.  Find a peaceful and 

comfortable place – a cozy chair 

or window seat.  If you can, 

add something special to mark 

the time – a candle, a fire, a 

warm throw.  Take a second to 

settle yourself and let go of any 

guilt about not being busy.   

No prayer book, no Bible, no 

rosary – those are for other 

times – this is just you and God.  

Focus on God in no specific way 

– not a formal prayer, not a 

request, rather just knowing 

that He is there with you, and 

loving Him.  If you find yourself  

praying more specifically, that’s 

OK, but try to spend one or two 

minutes just being with God.  

Most of us have looked lovingly 

on a parent, spouse or child 

with no particular thought in 

mind – just loving them until 

we felt we could burst.  Offer 

your love to Him without words.  

He is already there, bursting 

with love for you.   



Easter – April 12, 2020  
 
Easter – in the words of St. Augustine is “ever ancient, ever new.”  At the door of the tomb, the women hear a  
message - an affirmation of life.  “He is not here – He is Risen!” and this same message is proclaimed this Easter 
Sunday, even in the face of locked churches.  This is the foundation of all Christian belief.   
 

Newness of Life – that is the message of Easter, the Church’s principal feast.  Tangible, visible signs of new life that 
point to the Resurrection, God’s ultimate statement about life.   
 

Christ’s emergence from the tomb has importance for three major reasons: 
 

First of all, it is God’s endorsement of everything that Jesus claimed and taught.  His life ends in victory, not defeat.  
The Father’s words “THIS IS MY BELOVED SON IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED” take on a new divine and eternal 
reality in Jesus’ Resurrection.   
 

The clouds of doubt and obscurity that surrounded the disciples at the Transfiguration, the doubts that clouded 
Peter’s senses as he gazed at scattered linens in an empty tomb, are lifted – we can see clearly, with John the  
Beloved Disciple gazing at that same tomb with Peter, seeing and experiencing in his heart and soul what Mary 
Magdalene would shortly experience with her own eyes and ears – “I HAVE SEEN THE LORD – HE IS RISEN!”  “HE 
CALLED ME BY NAME.” Yes, risen as he said – our God has the final word.   
 

Secondly, Jesus is the firstborn of the dead and this gives assurance to all of us that we are called to a similar  
destiny.  Easter, Christ’s dying and rising, is both the cause and the message of our salvation.  It is God’s  
endorsement of us through Jesus.  Sin and death have no power over Him, and through his dying and rising we  
are freed from the stranglehold that sin and death had on creation since Adam and Eve.   
 

In Jesus, we are reconnected to the God and Source of all life, who created all and saw that it was good.  In Jesus’ 
Resurrection, we are both recreated and re-validated in the God who took on humanity that we might share in  
divinity – dying on a cross to face down sin and death and eradicate their effects forever, releasing his Spirit into 
the world in His dying breath, and breathing eternal life into us that we might live and grow in the image of the 
God of Life.   
 

Finally, it is the Risen Christ who represents the starting point of Christian faith.  It is the prism through which  
everything in his earthly ministry is now viewed.  The Risen Christ is read into the events that preceded his death.  
Jesus of Nazareth, the Jewish teacher instructing his disciples, healing, forgiving, working miracles, even raising 
the dead, is truly God’s Son and Lord.  Easter stands at the heart of faith.   
 

John’s first Resurrection story unwraps the truth slowly and carefully.  Just as in our lives important truths are  
revealed gradually in the wonder of living and believing.  Those who will soon be baptized into the mystery of 
Christ’s dying and rising will grow into the truth of living the life of the resurrected Christ – as we are all called  
and must continue to do.  We do this together as the People of God.  No one who lives in Christ lives in isolation.   
 

It is difficult to enter the empty tomb – even Peter could only do that with others.  A glance at the empty tomb may 
move us, but it might not give us any understanding or faith.  God alone gives faith.  It is the gift that is given 
freely, most especially in the gift of His Son.  We must help one another and others outside the Church to hear the 
story and to enter the tomb.   
 

There is work to be done – we must bring the Easter spirit to life in a suffering world, for in order to share in 
Christ’s life it is necessary to share in his mission of “lifting up all things to Himself”.  This is the spiritual vision  
of the new reality which directs all that we do.  Christian life can flower through the mystery of the Cross.  The 
struggle continues, but our victory is assured.  “Life’s leader, once dead, reigns as the living one.”   
 

With Mary, with Peter and John, with joy and exultation, we should see the Risen Body of Christ!  He is Risen – He 
calls you by name – ALLELUIA!   
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ORPHANS OF 

THE STORM

Adopt a Friend for Life

Adoptions 

11am-5pm

7 Days

847.945.0235

2200 RIVERWOODS RD.

RIVERWOODS

www.orphansofthestorm.org

CALL NOW 847-688-0906

Call on us for full service tree care
Proudly serving the North Shore for over 35 years. 
Simo Brothers tree service are experts and provide 

quality tree care services you deserve.

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

Jim Berardi, Parishioner 
DiVinci Painters, Inc. 

1256 Old Skokie Road - Highland Park, IL

Call for a free estimate 
847-266-1295 

www.divincipainters.com

Lakeside Glass 
& Mirror

847-432-7211
1914 1st St., Highland Park, IL

www.lakesideglass.com

Burglar Alarms • Fire Detection 
Cameras • Door Access

Safes • Locksmith Services

847-433-0000 
www.KEYTH.com

Complete service for your  Complete service for your  
home’s plumbing systemhome’s plumbing system

• Water Heaters • Leak Detection

• Sump/Ejector Pumps • Faucet Repair

• Clogged Drains • Gas Piping

• Backup Systems • Toilet Repair

• Disposals • Sewers Televised

• Repiping • Fixture upgrades

Mon-Fri 7:00 AM to 5:30 PM 
Sat 7:00 AM to 5:00 PM

301 South Happ Road 
Northfield, IL

(847) 446-5444

www.threetartsbakery.com

 
John and Corinne Heggie

(847) 272-7360
• ESTATE PLANNING

• WILLS
wochnerlawfirm.com

Since 1967

Residential &
Commercial

Repair Specialists
Many other services

847-362-0850
www.A1SecurityRoofing.com
Family owned and Operated

VITICOMPANIES.COM | 847.432.1000
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE

Joseph A. Palminteri Insurance Agency Inc.
Call or visit me today

Joseph A. Palminteri, Agent

847-432-5570
475 Roger Williams Ave. • Highland Park

Se Habla Español

(847) 433-7795
pieros4pizza.com

KELLEY & SPALDING 
FUNERAL HOME & 

CREMATORY
Family Owned and Operated for 

3 Generations

Dean C. Spalding
James J. Spalding

(847) 831-4260
Highland Park, IL

LAKE FOREST

ACUTE CARE

“The Doctor Is Always In”

Mark Mass, MD

1025 Everett Road

847.234.7950

 Your Hometown Auto Repair For 42 Years

Complete Auto & Truck Repair 
Foreign & Domestic 

Emission Testing Repair

A/C Recharge 
Oil Change • Tires • Towing

pasquesiauto@sbcglobal.net 

2086 First St., Highland Park     847-433-4862

Complete 
Collision Repair

272-3080
Northbrook

www.companionsforseniors.com

affordable non-medical in-home care

Call Sam Tatel: (773) 259-8420

BILL SCHNEEBERGER 
PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC
 
 Faux Finishing 
 Wall Papering
 Light Carpentry
 Interior/Exterior

847-498-6237
Northbrook 

www.billschneeberger.com

HIGHLAND PARK  
1835 First Street

847.432.7800

NORTHBROOK  
633 Skokie Boulevard

847.272.1300

FIRSTBANKHP.COM

We’ve come a long way over the years. 
While we still offer the same friendly 
service from our personal bankers, we 
now also offer mobile and online banking, 
bill pay and so much more. We are the 
community bank that grows along with 
our community. 

At First Bank of Highland Park, we’re 
ready to bank with you and the following 
generation for years to come.

Contact one of our Bankers today and let 
us show you what we can do for you.

Banking for you and 
the next generation

RICK SHOEMAKER President/Owner

1500 Old Skokie Road
Highland Park, IL 60035

Phone: 847-831-3165
Fax: 847-831-6044

Farzad Saed DMD
126 Washington Ave.
Highwood, IL 60040

847.681.1000
farzadsaeddds@gmail.com

www.highwooddentist.com
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