
Sixth Sunday of Easter              May 17, 2020 

OUR PARISH MISSION  
STATEMENT: 

 

To be an inspired and 
holy Catholic community 
of faith that embraces 
the challenges of being  a  
vibrant parish in today’s 
society. 

PLEASE NOTE: 
 
ALL MASSES ARE  
CANCELLED UNTIL  
FURTHER NOTICE.  
 
THE CHURCH AND  
PARISH OFFICES ARE 
CLOSED UNTIL  
FURTHER NOTICE. 

CONNECT: 

PHONE: (847) 433-0130  
  

ONLINE: 
www.icparish.org 
 

 

Sixth Sunday of Easter  



2   

serving our parish 

PASTOR 
Fr. Michael F. McMahon 
frmcmahon@icparish.org      

 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Fr. Terrence A. McCarthy 
 
ASSISTING CLERGY 

Fr. Bruce Wren, LC 
bwren@legionaries.org 

 
DEACON 

Louie Vignocchi 
deaconlouie@icparish.org      

 
OPERATIONS MANAGER 

Natalie Hennigan 
 nhennigan@icparish.org 
 
DIR. OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
(PREP) 

Barb Cegielski 
 prepoffice@icparish.org 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 

Mary Nelsen 
mnelsen@comcast.net 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE EMERITA 

Ann Moorman 
 
Co-Directors of Liturgical Music 

Juli Brubaker 
 jbrubaker@icparish.org 
 Gina Masland 

gmasland@icparish.org 
 
RCIA DIRECTOR 

Kate Chiodo 
katechiodo@icparish.org 
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councils 

mass intentions 

Saturday, May 16 
8:00am:  Mary Banks  
5:00pm:  Jerry Vena 
Rena Menoni  
Kate McDonough 
 
Sunday, May 17 
8:00am:  Otto Cortesi 
Eugene and Cecelia Szymanski 
10:30am:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
Mary Banks  
 
Monday, May 18 
8:00am:  Lawrence Meissner 
 
Tuesday, May 19 
8:00am:  Ray Geraci 

Wednesday, May 20 
8:00am:  Reverend Anthony Talarico 
 
Thursday, May 21 
8:00am:  Dr. Hugo Muriel 
 
Friday, May 22 
8:00am:  Catherine Huseman 
 
Saturday, May 23 
8:00am:  Carm Butts 
5:00pm:  Donald Butts 
 
Sunday, May 24 
8:00am:  David Peterson 
10:30am:  Michael Cassin 
Ruben Jamoralin 
Maria Belen Aragon 
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Father Mike’s Homiletter…May 17, 2020 
The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 

The settings for this week’s readings are much the same as the last two weeks’.  Our Gospel is still  
describing Jesus’ last instructions to his Apostles on Holy Thursday.  He seems much like the harried 
parent trying to get away, explaining life in a busy household to grandma or the baby sitter – here’s the 
money for pizza, Sally has to be at practice at this time, and Sam has a dental appointment tomorrow 
afternoon…oh, and one more thing….Of course, Jesus’ message is much more important – and meant for 
all of us through the ages.   
 

Mostly, Jesus is reassuring his disciples that no matter what it may look like, He really isn’t leaving  
them alone.  He starts with the obvious – “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”  If we love 
another person, we try to do what they want – in Jesus’ case, He means to live as He did – loving one  
another. But He knows what is coming and does not want the disciples to be too shattered by His death, 
so He promises them that no matter what it looks like, He is with them.  He is their advocate, but He will 
send another Advocate as well – to dwell with them always.   
 

And so it happens.  After Jesus’ terrible Passion and Death, He rises – something they can hardly believe.  
Then, He leaves them again.  But this time, they know there is more.  They wait for coming of the Spirit – 
who brings them knowledge of what it all really meant, courage to go about spreading God’s word and 
doing His will, and the wisdom to know what really matters.  Last week, Peter appointed seven deacons 
chosen by the people to take care of some of the tasks of the community’s daily life.  However, the  
success of the Apostles’ preaching left the authorities unhappy with this “new way”, and when  
persecution broke out, most of the Apostles and early Christians leave Jerusalem and begin sharing the 
good news in other places.   
 

Philip, one of last week’s new deacons, goes north to Samaria – to a people who have moved away  
from the Temple worship of Jerusalem.  Traditional Jews, including the Apostles and early Christians, 
did not associate with the Samaritans. (The reason Jesus talked about the “good” Samaritan is that very 
few people thought there were any!)  Yet when Philip told them about Jesus and how He fulfilled the 
prophecies of old, when they saw the signs Philip was doing in Jesus’ name, they listened and accepted 
Jesus as Messiah.  Philip was so successful, Peter and John came from Jerusalem to see for themselves.  
When they realized the Samaritans had not received the Holy Spirit, they prayed over them and laid 
hands on them.    
 

When you think about it, there’s a lot of the behavior Jesus talked about at the Last Supper in this  
narrative.  It seems that in spite of everything, the disciples “got it”.  Philip goes to share the good news 
with a people who would have been unwelcome in Jerusalem.  Two peoples who did not get along,  
suddenly can unite in one joyous belief.  The “boss”, i.e., Peter, doesn’t get his nose out of joint at being 
left out of the success – He goes to help finish up the project – sharing the gift of the Spirit.  
 

How can we follow that path?  Are we disappointed when we don’t get the credit we think we’re entitled 
to?  Do we categorize people as “not like us” and therefore, not our concern.  Peter’s letter sums it up:   
be ready to explain the reason we hope in God, but do it gently and reverently – we don’t need any more 
polarization!  For as Peter says, “…it is better to suffer for doing good, if that be the will of God, than for 
doing evil.”  Christ died for us in the flesh, but “he was brought to life in the Spirit.”  When this crisis is 
over, will we be willing to let the Spirit bring us back to new life?   
 

Scripture:  Acts of the Apostles 8:5-8, 14-17; Gospel John 14:15-21; 1st Letter of St. Peter 3:15-18 



Connect with our Parish Staff...  
 

Although both our Church building and Parish Office are temporarily closed (through May 30th 
in accordance with Governor Pritzker's Shelter-In-Place mandate for the state of Illinois), our 
Parish Staff is still available to assist you. Please don't hesitate to contact us at 847-433-0130 
(voicemails are monitored daily) or connect with us via email at nhennigan@icparish.org with 
any questions, concerns or needs that may arise during this time. In the meantime, please take 
comfort in the knowledge that you are loved, missed and prayed for daily by all of us!  
 
Support IC through Give Central...  
 

The current suspension of liturgical services is regrettably leading to significant losses in our  
offertory income. Simply put, we would not be able to maintain our parish and continue our 
mission without you! As such, we are truly grateful for your continued generosity.  
 
If you are able, please consider contributing electronically via Give Central to assist us during 
these times. Give Central link here:  https://www.givecentral.org/location/109.  If you have any 
questions regarding setting up your online donations through Give Central, please contact our 
Parish Office at 847-433-0130 and leave a message and a member of our Parish Staff will be  
happy to assist you. 
 
If you would prefer to support our parish with an offertory donation through cash or check, you 
can drop off envelopes at the Parish Center mail slot (also monitored daily) or mail your  
envelopes to our Parish Office at:  

770 Deerfield Rd. Highland Park, IL 60035.  
  
Thank you!!!  
We want to express our sincere thanks to those who continue their Sunday offering to  
support IC Parish during these unprecedented times.  
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APRIL  Actuals:   Budget:   Variance 

       

Sundays / Holy Days:  $26,630  $33,000  <$6,370> 

YTD:  $289,573.64  $344,000  <$54,426.36> 
       

EASTER YTD:  $15,219.04*  $37,500  <$22,280.96> 

  (*includes GiveCentral through 5/12/20)  

       

BOB Deficit Reduction YTD: $660.00     

(began 04/30/2020)       

STEWARDSHIP SUMMARY 

PARISH INFORMATION 



News…. 
Speaking of Fr. McGovern, for those who may 
not have heard, Pope Francis has appointed 
him Bishop of Belleville, Illinois.  Also,  
Chicago priest Fr. Louis Tylka has been  
appointed Coadjutor Bishop of Peoria, Illinois. 
We wish both bishops-elect well. Please keep 
them in your prayers. 

FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE 
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PREP 

Saturday, May 9th was a perfect, sunny day for our end 
of PREP drive-by and May Crowning. It was a great  
success!  Pictured here are our catechists with signs to 
greet their students and families as well as Father 
McMahon and our director, Barb practicing social  
distancing.  Our morning ended with Father McMahon 
offering a blessing to the catechists. 
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PREP 

We had a wonderful turnout for our drive-by. It was great to receive and deliver so many 
smiles. Pictured is just a sampling of our turnout. It was a joy to see everyone and it created a 
nice sense of closure and community building as we break for the summer. We look forward to 
when we can resume classes in the fall. 

Some students participated in placing a 
flower in the vase as a means to honor our 
mother, Mary.  
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Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

We hope for many things: passing an exam, finding our true love, securing sustainable work, or 
surviving an illness. We often seek to have God be a part of what we hope for and desire, almost 
trying to convince Him that our agenda is what is ultimately important. While our particular 
hopes may appear to be what needs to be achieved in order for us to be happy, they really are 
not. Our lesser, more personal hopes can distract us from true hope. 
 

When God became a human being, a powerful message was sent: all that is authentically human 
is found in the divine. As the human Jesus lived and died in order to show us that he truly is the 
universal Christ, we have to keep our sight focused on our eternal truth and destiny and who we 
truly are. We have to be careful when we allow our earthly concerns to distract us. True hope is 
found when we place our trust in Christ’s promises and don’t rely on our own strength. True 
hope focuses on striving toward the fulfillment of God’s promises and not simply on achieving 
what we think we need in this life. Hope always travels with two friends — faith and love. In 
this trio of virtues, we find the very presence of God born in every human being. These are 
God’s greatest gifts, and they lead us to the fullness of His presence. 
 

As with faith and love, we cannot see hope with just our human eyes. We don’t carry this virtue 
within us to use solely for our own personal agenda. Hope is not something that simply comes 
with the human package. As with faith and love, hope is a gift that is given to us to draw us  
closer to our eternal truth. Faith, hope, and love are signs that there is something far greater  
going on in us and something greater to persevere in obtaining. The true divine gift of hope is 
what will endure any hardship we encounter, especially those that will come from authentically 
living the Gospel. With all that is happening in our lives, in our church, and in our world, what 
is the reason for our hope? Ask God for the fortitude to see His eternal gift as the reason we get 
up in the morning and do the things we do. 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT... 

ON THE MYSTERY OF REDEMPTION... 
Lines from the margin of a 14th century manuscript: 
 
He abideth patiently, he understandeth mercifully, 
he forgiveth easily, he forgetteth utterly. 

You need to know how not to worry, and to trust God. Most of 
us have worries, most of us go through periods of darkness, 
uncertainty, doubt. That is part of living. There was a time 
when I used to try to get rid of the anxieties and doubts, a 
time when I used to look for certainty. Then I realized: no, 
what matters is to trust God. Trusting God means throwing 
the whole thing into his hands. 
 
Cardinal Basil Hume 
From The Mystery of Love (Hodder & Stoughton, 1996) 

If we are made in the image of God, we are made in the image of the 
Trinity; and the life of the Trinity must in some sort be reflected in the 
pattern of our human life….Thus to the Father is credited all that we  
understand by generation, creation, maintenance; and much of our  
human activity can be seen as co-operation in that work….Likewise,  
all human works of compassion, healing, reconciliation, sacrifice,  
forgiveness, making amends and making good again reflect the work of 
redemption and reconciliation identified most closely with the Son….and 
finally the special role of the Holy Spirit is reflected in every positive 
idea and inspiration, however slight and humble, in every advance in 
knowledge and wisdom, in every flash of imagination, in every  
movement of the heart.   
 

John F. X. Harriott 
Periscope, “Faith’s Central Mystery” The Tablet, 14 January 1989  
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ORPHANS OF 

THE STORM

Adopt a Friend for Life

Adoptions 

11am-5pm

7 Days

847.945.0235

2200 RIVERWOODS RD.

RIVERWOODS

www.orphansofthestorm.org

CALL NOW 847-688-0906

Call on us for full service tree care
Proudly serving the North Shore for over 35 years. 
Simo Brothers tree service are experts and provide 

quality tree care services you deserve.

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

Jim Berardi, Parishioner 
DiVinci Painters, Inc. 

1256 Old Skokie Road - Highland Park, IL

Call for a free estimate 
847-266-1295 

www.divincipainters.com

Lakeside Glass 
& Mirror

847-432-7211
1914 1st St., Highland Park, IL

www.lakesideglass.com

Burglar Alarms • Fire Detection 
Cameras • Door Access

Safes • Locksmith Services

847-433-0000 
www.KEYTH.com

Complete service for your  Complete service for your  
home’s plumbing systemhome’s plumbing system

• Water Heaters • Leak Detection

• Sump/Ejector Pumps • Faucet Repair

• Clogged Drains • Gas Piping

• Backup Systems • Toilet Repair

• Disposals • Sewers Televised

• Repiping • Fixture upgrades

Mon-Fri 7:00 AM to 5:30 PM 
Sat 7:00 AM to 5:00 PM

301 South Happ Road 
Northfield, IL

(847) 446-5444

www.threetartsbakery.com

 
John and Corinne Heggie

(847) 272-7360
• ESTATE PLANNING

• WILLS
wochnerlawfirm.com

VITICOMPANIES.COM | 847.432.1000
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE

Joseph A. Palminteri Insurance Agency Inc.
Call or visit me today

Joseph A. Palminteri, Agent

847-432-5570
475 Roger Williams Ave. • Highland Park

Se Habla Español

(847) 433-7795
pieros4pizza.com

KELLEY & SPALDING 
FUNERAL HOME & 

CREMATORY
Family Owned and Operated for 

3 Generations

Dean C. Spalding
James J. Spalding

(847) 831-4260
Highland Park, IL

LAKE FOREST

ACUTE CARE

“The Doctor Is Always In”

Mark Mass, MD

1025 Everett Road

847.234.7950

 Your Hometown Auto Repair For 42 Years

Complete Auto & Truck Repair 
Foreign & Domestic 

Emission Testing Repair

A/C Recharge 
Oil Change • Tires • Towing

pasquesiauto@sbcglobal.net 

2086 First St., Highland Park     847-433-4862

Complete 
Collision Repair

272-3080
Northbrook

www.companionsforseniors.com

affordable non-medical in-home care

Call Sam Tatel: (773) 259-8420

BILL SCHNEEBERGER 
PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC
 
 Faux Finishing 
 Wall Papering
 Light Carpentry
 Interior/Exterior

847-498-6237
Northbrook 

www.billschneeberger.com

HIGHLAND PARK  
1835 First Street

847.432.7800

NORTHBROOK  
633 Skokie Boulevard

847.272.1300

FIRSTBANKHP.COM

We’ve come a long way over the years. 
While we still offer the same friendly 
service from our personal bankers, we 
now also offer mobile and online banking, 
bill pay and so much more. We are the 
community bank that grows along with 
our community. 

At First Bank of Highland Park, we’re 
ready to bank with you and the following 
generation for years to come.

Contact one of our Bankers today and let 
us show you what we can do for you.

Banking for you and 
the next generation

RICK SHOEMAKER President/Owner

1500 Old Skokie Road
Highland Park, IL 60035

Phone: 847-831-3165
Fax: 847-831-6044

Farzad Saed DMD
126 Washington Ave.
Highwood, IL 60040

847.681.1000
farzadsaeddds@gmail.com

www.highwooddentist.com

Jack Vena Jack Vena 
LandscapingLandscaping

SINCE 1951

Design, Build,
and Maintain

(847) 432-5266(847) 432-5266




