
Ascension of the Lord              May 24, 2020 

OUR PARISH MISSION  
STATEMENT: 

 

To be an inspired and holy 
Catholic community of 
faith that embraces the 
challenges of being  a  
vibrant parish in today’s 
society. 

PLEASE NOTE: 
 
ALL MASSES ARE  
CANCELLED UNTIL  
FURTHER NOTICE.  
 
THE CHURCH AND  
PARISH OFFICES ARE 
CLOSED UNTIL  
FURTHER NOTICE. 

CONNECT: 

PHONE: (847) 433-0130  
  

ONLINE: www.icparish.org 
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serving our parish 

PASTOR 
Fr. Michael F. McMahon 
frmcmahon@icparish.org      

 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Fr. Terrence A. McCarthy 
 
ASSISTING CLERGY 

Fr. Bruce Wren, LC 
bwren@legionaries.org 

 
DEACON 

Louie Vignocchi 
deaconlouie@icparish.org      

 
OPERATIONS MANAGER 

Natalie Hennigan 
 nhennigan@icparish.org 
 
DIR. OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
(PREP) 

Barb Cegielski 
 prepoffice@icparish.org 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 

Mary Nelsen 
mnelsen@comcast.net 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE EMERITA 

Ann Moorman 
 
Co-Directors of Liturgical Music 

Juli Brubaker 
 jbrubaker@icparish.org 
 Gina Masland 

gmasland@icparish.org 
 
RCIA DIRECTOR 

Kate Chiodo 
katechiodo@icparish.org 

 
BULLETIN EDITOR 

Julie Salako 
bulletin@icparish.org 

 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE STAFF 

Celia Nares 
 cnares@icparish.org  

PARISH COUNCIL 
Julie Harrigan  
Steve Kriss   
Luisa Lara       
Miriam Trogi 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Donna Falzone 
Mark Gryl 
Marc Horner 

councils 

mass intentions 

Saturday, May 23 
8:00am:  Carm Butts 
5:00pm:  Donald Butts 
 
Sunday, May 24 
8:00am:  David Peterson 
10:30am:  Michael Cassin 
Ruben Jamoralin 
Maria Belen Aragon 
 
Monday, May 25 
8:00am:  Charles Febles 
 
Tuesday, May 26 
8:00am:  Sr. M. Huberta McCarthy 
 
Wednesday, May 27 
8:00am:  Deceased Parishioners of 
Immaculate Conception Parish 

Thursday, May 28 
8:00am:  Michael Edward Gilbert 
 
Friday, May 29 
8:00am:  Franco and Maria Franchini 
 
Saturday, May 30 
8:00am:  David Petersen  
5:00pm:  The Petersen Family 
 
Sunday, May 31 
8:00am:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
10:30am:  Michael Cassin 
Kate McDonough 

Remember in Your Prayers 
 

ALL THOSE AFFECTED BY THE  
CORONAVIRUS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 

 

Compassionate and Loving Father,  
 

In the face of confusion and concern  
impart to us the calm of Your presence.  

 
In You allow us to find hope and healing.  

 
Be with those who serve the sick and give them  

Your caring hands.  
 

Be with those who lead and give them Your  
spirit of wisdom.  

 
Be with those who have fallen ill and give them  

Your comforting heart.  
 

Wrap Your arms around our world and hold  
us in Your love.  

 
Allow us at this time of trial to then serve as  

instruments of that love to all we meet.  
 

We ask this in Your name. 
 

Amen 

 



Father Mike’s Homiletter – May 24, 2020, The Ascension of the Lord  
 

This week’s readings are a bit contradictory – Jesus is leaving his disciples physical presence for a final 
time, but says He will still be with them.  How can that be?  Given their reaction to some of His  
statements, it sounds like they still need guidance – they haven’t yet “got it”.   
 
Awash in water as we are, we are seeing green things popping up everywhere.  You can look at a  
flowerbed at 10 am, and by 4 pm, the plants will be inches taller.  Spring is a time of growth, and  
explosions of colorful flowers are quite ordinary at this time of year.  And coincidentally, or maybe  
not, the underlying themes of our readings this week seem to me to be growth and ordinariness.   
 
Jesus meets the disciples in Galilee – where it all began – and when they see Him, they worship Him,  
but John notes “they doubted”.  And why not – it’s only human to question an event that seems to  
contradict the basic nature of things - and Jesus’ death had seemed pretty permanent at first.  Also,  
the eleven were probably a bit embarrassed about how they had reacted to His arrest and execution - 
wondering what Jesus was going to say to them.   

 
He had taught them much before His death – but how much attention had they paid to His lessons?  
We’ve all sat through a required presentation, confident that it would never actually apply to us, and 
paid only half attention to the content – something else was far more urgent!  Then, the subject of  
the lesson becomes real.  Many of us didn’t think we needed to know how to Skype, Zoom, etc., until 
suddenly we did - and had to reach way back in our brains to recall what the IT guy was saying all  
that time ago.  The Apostles probably had experiences like that with Jesus – there were probably times 
when they were not 100% with Him when He was teaching.  But the events of Good Friday and Easter 
Sunday would have jolted them to attention – now they were fully awake.  They were asking questions 
– though still not the right ones.     

 
And Jesus is much more direct now:  go and make disciples of everyone, everywhere, and I will be  
with you always.  Jesus is giving them a mission - telling them to trust and to grow.  These are ordinary 
people – given how long it took them to catch on to His message, not the Einsteins of the ancient world.  
But Jesus wasn’t looking for Einstein – He was looking for ordinary men who could do ordinary things 
in ordinary ways.  People who could trust and make an effort and who would grow with the effort.  He 
tells them they don’t need to know when and what the Father has in store for the world – but they 
would be His witnesses in the world.  They would receive power when the Holy Spirit came upon them.  
And Jesus would be with them.   

 
And that witness would be the means of their growth.  Just ordinary guys doing what Jesus had  
instructed, in ordinary ways, and with the gift of the Holy Spirit, with extraordinary results.  And that  
is a key part of the lesson – ordinary is OK - and it can produce extraordinary results.  It is the effort 
and the trust which are important.  There is no kindness which is too small to matter.  Every kindness  
is part of the mission, and a step toward making the ordinary sacred.  Mother Teresa put it this way 
“Find your own Calcutta.  Find the sick, the suffering, the lonely, right there where you are, in your  
own homes and in your own families, in your workplaces and schools.”   

 
May God bless all of us ordinary folk as we try to do ordinary things for Him….What can we do to get 
our Church open – and back to ordinary life as a Parish?    Time to trust…and grow.     
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Reopening Plan for Immaculate Conception Church amid COVID-19 
  
Dear Parishioners, 
 
I pray that you and your loved ones are healthy. As you may have seen, Cardinal Cupich recently shared 
our multi-phased plan for reopening churches in the Archdiocese of Chicago. Specifically, 
 

• Phase I allows for parishes to reopen for Baptism, Reconciliation, Weddings and Funerals with a 
limit of 10 attendees. 

• Phase IA allows for parishes to reopen for private prayer and adoration with a limit of 10          
attendees. 

• Phase II allows for reopening for weekday and weekend Masses for larger groups depending on 
the guidelines from the state and the capacity of the church building. 

 
Our Immaculate Conception Reopening Plan 
 
First and foremost, it is important for everyone to understand that our efforts will prioritize the safety 
and wellbeing of all while maintaining due respect and reverence for the sacraments and liturgical 
norms of our faith. 
 
I will assemble a Parish Reopening Leadership Team with parishioner co-captains to lead our efforts. 
Together, we will attend online required training from the Archdiocese to ensure that our parish  
reopening plan conforms to the guidelines developed by the Archdiocese in collaboration with civil  
and healthcare authorities. We will also receive a starter kit of protective and cleaning supplies, as well 
as guidance on purchasing/maintaining supplies ongoing. 
 
Volunteers Needed 
 
We will need volunteers to assist with various aspects of our parish reopening plan. Importantly,  
leadership team members and volunteers must not be part of a "vulnerable population" (that is, not 
over the age of 65; no underlying medical condition such as diabetes; lung disease; undergoing cancer 
treatment, etc.). I ask all of you who are younger than 65 and healthy with no underlying health  
conditions to consider assisting with one of three reopening teams: 
 

• Set-up team. Sample duties include ensuring that all supplies needed for each sacramental         
celebration/gathering are ready for use, entrances and exits are marked and propped physically 
open prior to attendees' arrival/departure, windows are opened, etc. 

• Greeting team. Sample duties include assisting in managing the flow of congregants as they enter 
the church, making sure attendees use hand sanitizer upon entering, are wearing a mask, and are 
reminded not to enter if ill; directing people to appropriate seating/waiting areas, etc. 

• Cleaning team. Sample duties include maintaining and cleaning essential and trafficked areas of 
the church before and after the church has been used. Masks and gloves will be provided, if you 
do not have your own, in addition to approved cleaning/disinfecting supplies 
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 Reopening Plan for Immaculate Conception Church amid COVID-19 
 
The Reopening Leadership Team and I will make sure that all volunteers and properly trained. Please 
send a message to Natalie at nhennigan@icparish.org to indicate your willingness and ability to  
volunteer. From those that step forward, we will also request that some act as volunteer captains to help 
lead each of the three teams. 
  
Timing for Our Reopening 
 
As I mentioned, the Parish Reopening Leadership Team members and I will need to complete required 
training, which will start the week of May 17. Once we complete the training, we will need to review and 
complete tasks assigned to all parishes as part of a reopening certification process to be approved by  
the Archdiocese. Our parish, like all the archdiocese, can only move forward at a pace and timing  
appropriate for our own situation. It is imperative to understand this is not a race or competition with 
other parishes. Again, we cannot move ahead until we have a team in place. 
 
Following our training and certification approval, at Immaculate Conception, we will only open our 
church once the Reopening Leadership Team and I feel confident that we have the right volunteers in 
place to make it possible to reopen. Again, the need for parishioner assistance cannot be overstated. 
 
The guidelines and measures required to reopen are designed to protect our wellbeing and that of the  
of our broader community. As Cardinal Cupich has noted, from the first pages of Scripture we learn that 
we indeed are "our brother's keeper." Our Lord Jesus Christ prayed, "that they all may be one" (Jn 17:21) 
and commanded us "love one another. As I have loved you, so you also should love one another"  
(Jn 13:34). Our collective patience, willingness to help and the care we take to reopen is a demonstration 
of our unity and love for one another. 
 
May God grant you His peace during this difficult time and may He manifest His love and presence to 
you in abundant ways. If you have any questions, please contact Natalie by email at  
nhennigan@icparish.org or please leave a voicemail at the Parish Office at 847-433-0130 and we will get 
back to you as soon as possible. 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
Fr. Michael McMahon 

 
 
 

Donor Count 77  
2020 Goal $33,616.17  

Amount Pledged $23,994.18 
Amount Paid $13,588.02 
Balance Due $10,406.16 
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LETTER FROM CARDINAL CUPICH 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
These fifty days of Easter, leading to Pentecost, are marked by unprecedented suffering, as humanity  
has fallen victim to a perilous contagion. In addition to the threats to our physical wellbeing, we are  
suffering spiritually as the Covid-19 pandemic has required restrictions of our worship and active  
participation in the sacramental life of the Church. Surely, there have been moments in history when 
governments and rulers have persecuted Christians and banned their public worship. This is not one of 
them. Rather, the present restrictions come in response to an extreme medical emergency as local, state 
and federal authorities – specifically public health officials – legitimately fulfil their responsibilities to 
safeguard human life and the common good. They have based their reasonable guidance on careful  
consideration of empirical data and the best available disease-mitigation practices as they seek to  
contain the pandemic’s rampage through our communities.  
 
While everyone must exercise good citizenship in observing these restrictions, I call on the Catholic  
faithful, as advocates for justice and charity, to comply with these regulations. From the first pages of 
Scripture we learn that we indeed are “our brother’s keeper,” a truth that must inspire us as we are 
called to sacrifice. We should also be motivated to cooperate with public safety norms, given our  
reverence for life and human dignity. This is, at its heart, a moment to proclaim the breadth and depth  
of what it means to be pro-life, particularly as this virus preys on the most vulnerable in our midst. 
 
The good news is that a plan for a gradual reopening of our churches has now taken shape, as I note  
below. However, since our movements will be restricted as that plan unfolds in different phases, your 
pastors and bishops will continue for the present time to offer Mass in private each day and to 
livestream and broadcast Masses from our parishes and the archdiocese. I am particularly grateful to 
ABC-TV, Univision and Polvision in Chicago for giving us airtime every Sunday. These celebrations  
surely are not the same as gathering in our churches for Mass, but I know from hearing from many  
parishioners that they provide a great deal of solace and support in this time of uncertainty. 
 
We must be honest. We expect this situation to continue for some weeks, and any plan for reopening  
our churches for public worship must include every precaution to ensure public gatherings do not  
create a second wave of contagion, thus squandering the gains made through our sacrifice in these days. 
 
With those realities in mind, I am heartened to announce that we have reached an agreement with  
the Office of the Governor on a multi-phase Plan for re-opening our churches for the celebration of  
the sacraments, private prayer, adoration and Mass. As I share the Plan with you, both by way of an  
Executive Summary and the full Plan in the following pages, I want to assure you of my prayers for you 
and your family’s personal, material and spiritual wellbeing. I also express my appreciation to the many 
people on the archdiocesan staff and in the Office of the Governor for the many hours they have given to 
designing and fine tuning this agreement. Again, I call on all Catholics to seize this moment to exercise 
faith-filled citizenship in a way that reflects our deep regard for life, our calling as disciples of Jesus and 
our love of country. 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
Cardinal Blase J. Cupich 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This document is an Executive Summary of the multi-phased protocols and procedures, known as the 
Plan, for reopening churches and resuming public participation in the sacramental life of the Church  
for the Catholic dioceses in Illinois. The full Plan is provided at the end of this Executive Summary. The 
Plan has been developed by the bishops of the Chicago Province in consultation with and the approval  
of state and local public health officials and civil authorities.  Four guiding principles undergird the  
multi-phased Plan: 
 

1. Everything possible should be done to provide people the solace of the church’s sacramental life 
in a timely and reasonable way. 

2. The current situation in Illinois remains dangerous and fragile. While much has been achieved, 
there remains the potential that the gains could be lost by a second more virulent wave. 

3. Trust needs to be established that the top priority in any Plan is the safety and wellbeing of       
people. We cannot take for granted that people will return just because churches are reopened. 

4. Calling people to exercise faithful citizenship will be key. Each Catholic will need to take personal 
responsibility for the common good as well as their own safety. 

 
With these principles in mind, a Plan to prudently and gradually resume the full scope of public  
sacramental celebrations, liturgies and faith practices, has been designed. The Plan envisions a set of  
required measures and phases. There will be an ongoing review of the Plan so that adjustments are 
made in accord with new data. The basics of the Plan are as follows: 
 

1. A robust communications effort to inform parishes and parishioners of the Plan and any updates 
to it. 

2. Each parish needs to recruit non-vulnerable volunteers at the parish level to assist the pastor in 
implementing the Plan. 

3. The selected volunteers are to complete training by way of a webinar. The training will begin the 
week of May 18. 

4. A required certification of readiness to reopen will be required of each parish at each phase. Each 
parish is to complete an implementation template confirming completion of all action steps and 
demonstrating that there are a sufficient number of trained volunteers to execute it. 

5. Phase I allows for parishes to reopen for Baptism, Reconciliation, Weddings and Funerals with a 
limit of 10 attendees. 

6. Phase IA allows for parishes to reopen for private prayer and adoration with a limit of 10            
attendees. Given the training schedule noted above, it is anticipated that all parishes, if they 
choose to do so, could be opened by May 23 for Phase I and by May 30 for Phase IA. 

7. Phase II allows for reopening for weekday and weekend Masses for larger groups depending on 
the guidelines from the state and the capacity of the church building. 

8. Through ongoing discussions with pastors, health care professionals and civil authorities, there 
will be a review of the Plan at each stage with an eye to making adjustments in accord with new 
data. 
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PREP 
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Our PREP year is officially over but here are a few photos of how the students ended the year.  

Completing Confirmation service hours at home!  

Siblings doing Remote PREP learning from home. 



PREP 
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Some 6th graders participated 
in their last class via Zoom for 
an annual end of the year  
review competition. There 
were all winners. 
 
At the end of our session, we 
officially “ graduated” them 
from 6th grade and declared 
them 7th grade/ First year  
Confirmation students.    

First grade assignment to include a picture of your family praying 
together.  

It’s been a different, yet wonderful experience adapting to our lessons and faith as we have these past few 
months  We are praying for a safe summer and a greater sense of normalcy when all education classes resume in 
late summer. 
 
We are ready for whatever that time brings and we will adapt accordingly.  In the meantime be well and know 
you’re in the thoughts and prayers of many including me.  Any info about the calendar and registration for 20-21 
can be found on the icparish.org website or by emailing me at PREPOffice@icparish.org.  
 
God Bless, 
Barb  
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ORPHANS OF 

THE STORM

Adopt a Friend for Life

Adoptions 

11am-5pm

7 Days

847.945.0235

2200 RIVERWOODS RD.

RIVERWOODS

www.orphansofthestorm.org

CALL NOW 847-688-0906

Call on us for full service tree care
Proudly serving the North Shore for over 35 years. 
Simo Brothers tree service are experts and provide 

quality tree care services you deserve.

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

Jim Berardi, Parishioner 
DiVinci Painters, Inc. 

1256 Old Skokie Road - Highland Park, IL

Call for a free estimate 
847-266-1295 

www.divincipainters.com

Lakeside Glass 
& Mirror

847-432-7211
1914 1st St., Highland Park, IL

www.lakesideglass.com

Burglar Alarms • Fire Detection 
Cameras • Door Access

Safes • Locksmith Services

847-433-0000 
www.KEYTH.com

Complete service for your  Complete service for your  
home’s plumbing systemhome’s plumbing system

• Water Heaters • Leak Detection

• Sump/Ejector Pumps • Faucet Repair

• Clogged Drains • Gas Piping

• Backup Systems • Toilet Repair

• Disposals • Sewers Televised

• Repiping • Fixture upgrades

Mon-Fri 7:00 AM to 5:30 PM 
Sat 7:00 AM to 5:00 PM

301 South Happ Road 
Northfield, IL

(847) 446-5444

www.threetartsbakery.com

 
John and Corinne Heggie

(847) 272-7360
• ESTATE PLANNING

• WILLS
wochnerlawfirm.com

VITICOMPANIES.COM | 847.432.1000
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE

Joseph A. Palminteri Insurance Agency Inc.
Call or visit me today

Joseph A. Palminteri, Agent

847-432-5570
475 Roger Williams Ave. • Highland Park

Se Habla Español

(847) 433-7795
pieros4pizza.com

KELLEY & SPALDING 
FUNERAL HOME & 

CREMATORY
Family Owned and Operated for 

3 Generations

Dean C. Spalding
James J. Spalding

(847) 831-4260
Highland Park, IL

LAKE FOREST

ACUTE CARE

“The Doctor Is Always In”

Mark Mass, MD

1025 Everett Road

847.234.7950

 Your Hometown Auto Repair For 42 Years

Complete Auto & Truck Repair 
Foreign & Domestic 

Emission Testing Repair

A/C Recharge 
Oil Change • Tires • Towing

pasquesiauto@sbcglobal.net 

2086 First St., Highland Park     847-433-4862

Complete 
Collision Repair

272-3080
Northbrook

www.companionsforseniors.com

affordable non-medical in-home care

Call Sam Tatel: (773) 259-8420

BILL SCHNEEBERGER 
PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC
 
 Faux Finishing 
 Wall Papering
 Light Carpentry
 Interior/Exterior

847-498-6237
Northbrook 

www.billschneeberger.com

HIGHLAND PARK  
1835 First Street

847.432.7800

NORTHBROOK  
633 Skokie Boulevard

847.272.1300

FIRSTBANKHP.COM

We’ve come a long way over the years. 
While we still offer the same friendly 
service from our personal bankers, we 
now also offer mobile and online banking, 
bill pay and so much more. We are the 
community bank that grows along with 
our community. 

At First Bank of Highland Park, we’re 
ready to bank with you and the following 
generation for years to come.

Contact one of our Bankers today and let 
us show you what we can do for you.

Banking for you and 
the next generation

RICK SHOEMAKER President/Owner

1500 Old Skokie Road
Highland Park, IL 60035

Phone: 847-831-3165
Fax: 847-831-6044

Farzad Saed DMD
126 Washington Ave.
Highwood, IL 60040

847.681.1000
farzadsaeddds@gmail.com

www.highwooddentist.com

Jack Vena Jack Vena 
LandscapingLandscaping

SINCE 1951

Design, Build,
and Maintain

(847) 432-5266(847) 432-5266
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IC Parish "hosted" the Catholic Charities Community Meal at 
St. James in Highwood on May 14th, 2020.  The meals had 
been cancelled at the start of the pandemic but were to be 
restarted in May.  
 
Donations from two IC parishioners paid for one of the 
Highwood restaurants to make a take-out meal in place  
of the usual sit-down meal. We were unable to provide  
volunteers this time because of safety concerns, so the  
Catholic Charities Coordinator, Kristen Flanagan, passed  
out over 50 take-meals to families in Highwood. This is the 
fourth time that IC has taken responsibility for the meal. 
 
Many families cannot afford diapers for their babies during 
this crisis. In response, in place of the usual Mother's Day 
collection for Catholic Charities, Miriam Trogi collected  
donations for Catholic Charities and the Diaper Depot of 
over $1,845.00. Donations came from the Woman's Club, the 
Men's Club and other Parishioners. Thank you to IC  
Parishioners helping others during this difficult time. 

PARISH OUTREACH 


