
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time            June 21, 2020 

OUR PARISH MISSION  
STATEMENT: 

 

To be an inspired and holy 
Catholic community of 
faith that embraces the 
challenges of being  a  
vibrant parish in today’s 
society. 

WEEKEND MASSES HAVE 
RESUMED: 
SATURDAYS AT 5PM 
SUNDAYS AT 10:30AM 
 
DAILY MASSES: 
TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS 
8AM 
 
RECONCILIATION: 
SATURDAYS 3:30 - 4:30PM 

CONNECT: 

PHONE: (847) 433-0130  
  

ONLINE: www.icparish.org 
 

 
THE PARISH OFFICES ARE 
CLOSED UNTIL  
FURTHER NOTICE. 
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serving our parish 

PASTOR 
Fr. Michael F. McMahon 
frmcmahon@icparish.org      

 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Fr. Terrence A. McCarthy 
 
ASSISTING CLERGY 

Fr. Bruce Wren, LC 
bwren@legionaries.org 

 
DEACON 

Louie Vignocchi 
deaconlouie@icparish.org      

 
OPERATIONS MANAGER 

Natalie Hennigan 
 nhennigan@icparish.org 
 
DIR. OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
(PREP) 

Barb Cegielski 
 prepoffice@icparish.org 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 

Mary Nelsen 
mnelsen@comcast.net 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE EMERITA 

Ann Moorman 
 
Co-Directors of Liturgical Music 

Juli Brubaker 
 jbrubaker@icparish.org 
 Gina Masland 

gmasland@icparish.org 
 
RCIA DIRECTOR 

Kate Chiodo 
katechiodo@icparish.org 

 
BULLETIN EDITOR 

Julie Salako 
bulletin@icparish.org 

 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE STAFF 

Celia Nares 
 cnares@icparish.org  

Hailey Cordova was baptized into the Catholic faith on Sunday, June 7. 
Congratulations to her proud parents Manuel & Jennifer! Let us pray 
that Hailey grows up strong in the faith and always close to Christ. 

baptisms 

PARISH COUNCIL 
Julie Harrigan  
Steve Kriss   
Luisa Lara       
Miriam Trogi 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Donna Falzone 
Mark Gryl 
Marc Horner 

councils 

mass intentions 

Saturday, June 20 
8:00am:  Deceased Parishioners of  
Immaculate Conception 
5:00pm:  Patrick and Edna Shields 
Domenic and Marietta Donato 
Jerry Vena 
 

Sunday, June 21 
8:00am:  Parishioners of  
Immaculate Conception 
Otto Cortesi 
10:30am:  Les Grant 
Dr. Hugo Muriel 
Michael Cassin 
William Lee 
 

Monday, June 22 
8:00am:  Deceased Parishioners of 
Immaculate Conception  
 

Tuesday, June 23 
8:00am:  Joseph Sidari 

Wednesday, June 24 
8:00am:  Deceased Parishioners of  
Immaculate Conception 
 

Thursday, June 25 
8:00am:  Jay M. Rubin 
 

Friday, June 26 
8:00am:  Deceased Parishioners of  
Immaculate Conception 
 

Saturday, June 27 
8:00am:  Deceased Parishioners of  
Immaculate Conception 
5:00pm:  Pio Moresco 
 

Sunday, June 28 
8:00am:  Eugene and Cecelia Szymanski 
10:30am:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception 



Father Mike’s Homiletter – June 21, 2020  The Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 

Happy Father’s Day!  To all who fill a fatherly role in the lives of young people – fathers, grandfathers, uncles, teachers, scout 

leaders, tutors  - you help them grow into responsible, mature  adulthood, and we are all grateful for your good example, which 

benefits the entire community.    

 

It takes strength to stand for Gospel values in our society today, and our reading from Jeremiah tells us it was the same in Old 

Testament times as well.  The messages Jeremiah conveyed from God were not comfortable – and thus, not well received, to say 

the least.  Those he made uncomfortable were looking for an easy solution – how about we kill the messenger?  Jeremiah is  

weary of being suspected and assaulted, having to be on the alert at all times.  He wanted to give up, but he knows the Lord is 

with him, and that over the long haul, God will be victorious.   That knowledge not only gives him the strength to go on with his 

mission, it actually impels him to keep doing what God  

is asking of him.   

 

In Romans, Paul reminds us that when Adam sinned, all mankind shared in his punishment - death.  But, Paul says, when Jesus 

died for us, the grace of His sacrifice was so great, it overflowed to redeem all mankind.  His love made it possible for all of us to 

be saved.   Jesus assumed our humanity so He could share His divinity with us.  We need to live up to His image of us.  What a 

frightening idea!     

 

But in our Gospel, Jesus tells us not to fear.  We need not fear those who wait for us to slip up, the people who can make fun of 

us, the people who can get ahead of us in life’s races to the top, the people who can punish us in this world.  They can only hurt 

us for a time.  We should be focused on the next world – the punishment which will affect both body and soul, for eternity.   Jesus 

explains how much the Father loves us – and knows us.  We are worth more than all the sparrows in the world, and while God 

knows and values each of them, He values us more.  And He knows us – every hair on our heads is numbered says Jesus,  

meaning that God knows us better than we know ourselves.   All God wants is for us to be faithful to him on earth, acknowledge 

Him here, so that He can acknowledge us in the next world.   

 

I think Jesus is warning us about fear because fear can often bring out the worst in us and threaten our ability to clearly and  

joyfully acknowledge God as the center of our lives.  Fear can narrow our focus, have us thinking only of ourselves and what  

matters to us in the moment.  We get angry, we strike back, we are selfish, we blame others for what is not their fault – like  

Jeremiah’s so-called friends did.  Jesus sees that fear can make us less than God intended us to be.  Pope Francis has said that 

fear can make us cruel.  It is useless – and drains us of the energy we need to be a positive force in our world.  Ultimately, fear 

can kill the soul.   

 

Do we recognize fear when we see it?  How does fear show itself?  Anger?  Selfishness?  Put downs of others?  Timidity?   

Arrogance?  Hiding in a corner and keeping quiet?  Insisting on doing a favor for another who does not want it?  When we act this 

way, what is really driving us?  What are we really afraid of?  Loss of material goods?  Loss of authority?  Loss of prestige?  The 

current Covid-19 crisis certainly demonstrates how quickly life can change without any action- or blame - on our part.  Is it worth 

being afraid over material goods?  Does it matter what our neighbor thinks about our new car, our style, our title?  Many times, 

we will find our fear is really a fear of not being the person we know we ought to be, the person we want to be, but sometimes 

aren’t.   

 

How to conquer fear?  A little at a time – by doing small things we know we should.  Keep our criticism to ourselves.  Pay a  

compliment or give credit to another, rather than minimize their accomplishment.  Be gentle with others.  Look at the situation 

from their perspective – and take the trouble to think about what their circumstances may be.  Ask respectful questions.  Be 

magnanimous – an overlooked fruit of the Holy Spirit – it is the quality of being noble of mind and heart, generous in forgiveness, 

above revenge or resentment.  You will be surprised at how good it will make you feel.  Courageous.  Fear-less.     

 

Scripture:  1st Reading: Jeremiah 20:10-13; 2nd Reading: Romans 5:12-15; Gospel: Matthew 10:26-33 

 

Food for Thought… 
 

Gabrielle Bossis was a Frenchwoman who was both a nurse and a famous playwright and actor, at different 
times during her life.  While living in the world, she had a rich spiritual life, revealed after her death in her  
journals.  She saw Christ’s message as calling us to see Him in every person and every circumstance: 
 

“You were touched when you read that I was in the Gospels, hidden in the sacrament of the Word.  But how much 
more I am present in the sacrament of human life!....Hunt for me everywhere!  I’ll let myself be captured with 
such joy!  And when you have found me, give me to others.  There are people I am waiting to reach only through 
you.”    

  From Give Us This Day, June 2020.   
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A Reflection on George Floyd from 
Bishop Joseph Perry 
What a disturbing video capture, in 
view of the world’s eyes, of George 
Floyd detained by a police officer 
kneeling on his neck till life was 
crushed from him; a frightening  
emblem of relations white-and-black  
reinforced by similar atrocities  
embedded in memory of recent days; 
lest we forget other black men,  
young and old, grandfathers,  
great grandfathers, great-great 
grandfathers, ancestors whose  
necks were locked in chains during 
the Middle passage, then by ropes 
from a tree, a litany of men our 
brothers demeaned and emasculated. 
Is this the message of America  
towards its black citizens? Is this the 
fundamental assessment of whites 
towards blacks? Is this the closeted 
attitude of a nation calling itself free 
towards blacks and other groups this 
nation throws to the sides? And, so 
we pray, and we pray some more, 
and we pray still, hoping for  
deliverance in this vale of tears. 
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OVERCOME RACISM 



Thank you to all those who have been volunteering for the 
Re-Opening of Immaculate Conception last weekend!! 

We are extremely grateful for your time and dedication!!   
 

VOLUNTEERS are still needed. 
We do not want our current volunteers to be overextended and worn out. 

Please contact Natalie to volunteer by email ( nhennigan@icparish.org ) 
or phone (847-433-0130) and leave a message if you are interested. 

 
The Archdiocese, working in conjunction with the Governor's office and the Il-
linois Department of Public Health, has asked that our volunteers not include 
anyone over the age of 65, or those with underlying health issues, unless they 

have communicated the desire to volunteer and understand their risk. 
 

We have had some parishioners express an interest in volunteering, who are 
over the age of 65, and we would ask simply that you consult your  

primary care physician before contacting Natalie 
at nhennigan@icparish.org or 847-433-0130 ext. 103. 
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PREP REGISTRATION FORM 
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PREP 2020-2021 Registration information 
 

Planning for PREP is underway for the 2020-2021 sessions. A registration form can be found in the Bulletin,  
icparish.org website, or by request via email to PREPOffice@icparish.org. The tentative calendar is also on the  
website.  Please know we are keeping tuition rates the same as the past couple of years, but  that a greater early 
bird discount  is available through 6/30/2020. 
 
Completed forms can be scanned and emailed to the PREP Office or mailed to the parish at 770 W. Deerfield Rd. 
Highland Park 60035 with Attn: PREP noted on the envelope. Payments can be mailed or made via Give Central. 
Please direct any questions to Barb at PREPOffice@icparish.org. 
 
Classes will take place in person whenever possible or via Remote Learning as necessary. We will communicate 
those plans as the summer progresses aligned with Archdiocesan, IDPH, district schools, and other guidelines we 
need to consider for the health and safety of all involved. 



PREP REGISTRATION FORM 
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ONLINE RESOURCES 
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  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  Immaculate Conception, Highland Park, IL B 4C 01-1396

ORPHANS OF 

THE STORM

Adopt a Friend for Life

Adoptions 

11am-5pm

7 Days

847.945.0235

2200 RIVERWOODS RD.

RIVERWOODS

www.orphansofthestorm.org

CALL NOW 847-688-0906

Call on us for full service tree care
Proudly serving the North Shore for over 35 years. 
Simo Brothers tree service are experts and provide 

quality tree care services you deserve.

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

Jim Berardi, Parishioner 
DiVinci Painters, Inc. 

1256 Old Skokie Road - Highland Park, IL

Call for a free estimate 
847-266-1295 

www.divincipainters.com

Lakeside Glass 
& Mirror

847-432-7211
1914 1st St., Highland Park, IL

www.lakesideglass.com

Burglar Alarms • Fire Detection 
Cameras • Door Access

Safes • Locksmith Services

847-433-0000 
www.KEYTH.com

Complete service for your  Complete service for your  
home’s plumbing systemhome’s plumbing system

• Water Heaters • Leak Detection

• Sump/Ejector Pumps • Faucet Repair

• Clogged Drains • Gas Piping

• Backup Systems • Toilet Repair

• Disposals • Sewers Televised

• Repiping • Fixture upgrades

Mon-Sat 8 AM to 2 PM

301 South Happ Road 
Northfield, IL

Ph:  (847) 446-5444 
Text:  (847) 447-6446

www.threetartsbakery.com

VITICOMPANIES.COM | 847.432.1000
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE

Joseph A. Palminteri Insurance Agency Inc.
Call or visit me today

Joseph A. Palminteri, Agent

847-432-5570
475 Roger Williams Ave. • Highland Park

Se Habla Español

(847) 433-7795
pieros4pizza.com

KELLEY & SPALDING 
FUNERAL HOME & 

CREMATORY
Family Owned and Operated for 

3 Generations

Dean C. Spalding
James J. Spalding

(847) 831-4260
Highland Park, IL

LAKE FOREST

ACUTE CARE

“The Doctor Is Always In”

Mark Mass, MD

1025 Everett Road

847.234.7950

 Your Hometown Auto Repair For 42 Years

Complete Auto & Truck Repair 
Foreign & Domestic 

Emission Testing Repair

A/C Recharge 
Oil Change • Tires • Towing

pasquesiauto@sbcglobal.net 

2086 First St., Highland Park     847-433-4862

Complete 
Collision Repair

272-3080
Northbrook

www.companionsforseniors.com

affordable non-medical in-home care

Call Sam Tatel: (773) 259-8420

BILL SCHNEEBERGER 
PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC
 
 Faux Finishing 
 Wall Papering
 Light Carpentry
 Interior/Exterior

847-498-6237
Northbrook 

www.billschneeberger.com

HIGHLAND PARK  
1835 First Street

847.432.7800

NORTHBROOK  
633 Skokie Boulevard

847.272.1300

FIRSTBANKHP.COM

We’ve come a long way over the years. 
While we still offer the same friendly 
service from our personal bankers, we 
now also offer mobile and online banking, 
bill pay and so much more. We are the 
community bank that grows along with 
our community. 

At First Bank of Highland Park, we’re 
ready to bank with you and the following 
generation for years to come.

Contact one of our Bankers today and let 
us show you what we can do for you.

Banking for you and 
the next generation

RICK SHOEMAKER President/Owner

1500 Old Skokie Road
Highland Park, IL 60035

Phone: 847-831-3165
Fax: 847-831-6044

Jack Vena Jack Vena 
LandscapingLandscaping

SINCE 1951

Design, Build,
and Maintain

(847) 432-5266(847) 432-5266




