
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time             July 12, 2020 

OUR PARISH MISSION  
STATEMENT: 

 

To be an inspired  
and holy Catholic  
community of faith that 
embraces the challenges 
of being  a vibrant  
parish in today’s  
society. 

WEEKEND MASSES HAVE 
RESUMED: 
SATURDAYS AT 5PM 
SUNDAYS AT 10:30AM 
 
DAILY MASSES: 
TUESDAYS &  
THURSDAYS 8AM 
 
RECONCILIATION: 
SATURDAYS 3:30 - 4:30PM 

CONNECT: 

PHONE: (847) 433-0130  
  

ONLINE: 
www.icparish.org 
 

 
THE PARISH OFFICES 
ARE CLOSED UNTIL  
FURTHER NOTICE. 
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serving our parish 

PASTOR 
Fr. Michael F. McMahon 
frmcmahon@icparish.org      

 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Fr. Terrence A. McCarthy 
 
ASSISTING CLERGY 

Fr. Bruce Wren, LC 
bwren@legionaries.org 

 
DEACON 

Louie Vignocchi 
deaconlouie@icparish.org      

 
OPERATIONS MANAGER 

Natalie Hennigan 
 nhennigan@icparish.org 
 
DIR. OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
(PREP) 

Barb Cegielski 
 prepoffice@icparish.org 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 

Mary Nelsen 
mnelsen@comcast.net 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE EMERITA 

Ann Moorman 
 
Co-Directors of Liturgical Music 

Juli Brubaker 
 jbrubaker@icparish.org 
 Gina Masland 

gmasland@icparish.org 
 
RCIA DIRECTOR 

Kate Chiodo 
katechiodo@icparish.org 

 
BULLETIN EDITOR 

Julie Salako 
bulletin@icparish.org 

 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE STAFF 

Celia Nares 
 cnares@icparish.org  

PARISH COUNCIL 
Julie Harrigan  
Steve Kriss   
Luisa Lara       
Miriam Trogi 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Donna Falzone 
Mark Gryl 
Marc Horner 

councils 

mass intentions 

Saturday, July 11 
8:00am: Deceased Parishioners of  
Immaculate Conception Parish 
5:00pm:  Parishioners of  
Immaculate Conception Parish 
 
Sunday, July 12 
8:00am:  Parishioners of  
Immaculate Conception Parish 
10:30am:  Rena Menoni 
Garrett Collopy 
Silvia Ridolfi 
 
Monday, July 13 
8:00am:  Patricia Piacente 
 
Tuesday, July 14 
8:00am:  William Sr. & Maria Vena 
 
Wednesday, July 15 
8:00am:  Louis Santi 

Thursday, July 16 
8:00am:  Antoinette Marra 
 
Friday, July 17 
8:00am:  Sister Teresa Lucille 
Amy Baldwin 
 
Saturday, July 18 
8:00am: Deceased Parishioners of  
Immaculate conception Parish  
5:00pm:  Jerry Vena 
Ray Geraci 
 
Sunday, July 19 
8:00am:  Jack Vena 
Otto Cortesi 
Eugene & Cecelia Szymanski 
10:30am:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 

PREP REGISTRATION 2020-2021 INFORMATION 
 

PREP classes begin September 20th for grades K-5 and September 23rd for 
grade 6-8.  Registration forms are available on the icparish.org website or 
can be sent to you by request at PREPOffice@icparish.org. 
 

Also if you are interested in serving as a  
Catechist every week or as a substitute, please 
reach out to Barb at PREPOffice@icparish.org  
as well. 
 

Thank you! 

Food for Thought …. 
 

The very first moments of the new day 
do not belong to our plans and sorrows, 
nor to the consuming commitments of our work, 
but to God’s freeing grace, to God’s blessed nearness. 
 

- From Dietrich Bonhoeffer Meditation and Prayer 
Edited by Peter Frick, Liturgical Press 
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Father Mike’s Homiletter – July 12, 2020  Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Scripture:  Is. 55:10-11;  Ps. 65:10-14;  Rom. 8:18-23;  Mt. 13:1-23.   
 

We have reached the days of high summer – the growing season is underway, and the corn 
should be taller than knee high by now.  Though we call these weeks “ordinary” time, the 
Church doesn’t really mean “nothing doing” time, even with the Covid-19 lockdown.  “Ordinary” 
really means our times of preparation and celebration – the seasons which call for special  
attention of one sort or another – are over.  Think “back to work” after a holiday or vacation.   
 

And work is what Christian discipleship takes.  Skipping exercise makes it more difficult when 
we get back to it and the same can be true of discipleship – if we skip the daily effort being a 
Christian entails, our skills can get rusty and it will be harder to get back in shape.  (The Covid-19 
limits on our participation in formal and private worship don’t help either. )  
 

Our images this week are those of the farmer – actually one of the hardest of professions – 
there’s never really a day off.  The reading from Isaiah is very poetic, but tells a stark truth – 
God’s word does not come forth in vain; it always accomplishes His intended purposes.  The  
Gospel explains how – it is like a seed sown.  Planting a garden presumes an intention to weed 
and water it.  In planting His garden, we can assume that God intends it to be weeded and  
watered too.  And we are invited to be part of the grounds crew.   
 

Easier said than done perhaps.  For starters, we’re not exactly sure what seeds God sowed – we 
have to be on very careful lookout for tender sprouts of new growth anywhere in what can be a 
large garden.  What new “crops” are we being asked to cultivate, care for and ultimately,  
harvest?   In this case, the sower picks the crops to be sown, and we handle the farm work – 
whether we want that particular crop or not!  We often say we want to please God, but are we 
willing to do the work needed?  Try something else, Lord – I’m not really up for that right now!     
 

But our God is the master farmer – He knows what crops will be needed, what will grow best  
in what fields, what crops will restore the soil and nourish those who consume them.  Jesus  
presents this teaching in a parable because there is an additional, essential, element.  We can 
understand the farm imagery because most of us have some experience of growing things, but  
it can lead to another level.  As we contemplate the image of the sower, with the help of the Holy 
Spirit, we can see a spiritual dimension.  Jesus is planting His truth – are our hearts the fertile 
soil or the rocky path or thorny patch?  The heart which is open to God’s word will have the 
Spirit to help it understand and persist.   
 

Trying to grow the wrong seed in the wrong place will actually take more work in the long run.  
So will ignoring the field completely – it’s easier to maintain than to rehabilitate.  So perhaps it  
is best in this “ordinary” time to get on with the “ordinary” work of farming our souls and  
spirits.  Think about what crops would be best in our fields, ask God to plant them – or the ones 
He thinks are more important.  Listen carefully for His response, and then do the hard work of 
cultivating what He plants.  Treat the work like a garden project:  research the what and how; 
plan; and like a careful farmer, do the daily work which will produce an abundant harvest.  God 
will be there working alongside you.      
 

 -Father Mike  



THANK YOU 

We want to express our sincere thanks!!   
 

We rely on the generosity of our parish community to help us cover expenses related to 
ministry, maintenance, staffing and other pressing needs. 

Our collections are still down from our average Sunday budget.    
    

Please consider using this link to set up an online donation for    
Immaculate Conception Parish  

 https://www.givecentral.org/location/109/event/1292  

GiveCentral is a secure online donation platform. Donations can be made as you wish. 
A one time donation, monthly or even weekly if you choose.   

  
Donations are also welcome by mailing your donation to the parish  

or dropping them in our mail slot at the Parish Center. 
770 Deerfield Rd 

Highland Park, IL  60035 
  
 

 Thank you!!!  
We want to express our sincere thanks to those who  
continue their Sunday offering to support IC Parish  

during these unprecedented times. 
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Catholic Charities Lake County Services School Supply Project 2020              
Every year, Catholic Charities supports low-income families in the Lake County area by  
collecting and distributing donated school supplies. The project allows children of these  
families to be well-prepared for the upcoming school year. For children experiencing poverty, 
school supplies are a luxury that many go without. Each year, we strive to ensure that each  
child will have a backpack with the basic school supplies to start the upcoming year. We  
desperately need donations of backpacks and school supplies to meet the needs of the families 
we serve. Each donation you make helps ensure that any family seeking help from Catholic 
Charities can start the school year successfully! All supplies must be new and should be  
delivered no later than August 4 to Catholic Charities, located at 671 S. Lewis Ave. in 
Waukegan, between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. For more  
information, contact the Project Coordinator Sue Fowler, (847) 782-4126 or 
sfowler@catholiccharities.net. Thank you for your consideration! 

  
Catholic Charities Meals on Wheels Drivers Needed 

Are you interested in helping seniors in your community? Catholic Charities partners with 
Meals on Wheels America to provide a noontime meal for those who are homebound or  
unable to prepare their own food due to physical or mental difficulties. Many of our  
Meals-on-Wheels clients see only one person per day—our volunteers. Many of them would be 
unable to live independently without home-delivered meals. Volunteers are needed throughout 
Lake County, but the need is greatest right now in Fox Lake, Wauconda, and Mundelein. This 
is a great role for a group or individual who has a few hours once a week or once a month.  
Substitute and seasonal volunteers are needed as well! For more information, please visit 
www.volunterbridge.com or contact Sue Fowler at (847) 782-4126 
or sfowler@catholiccharities.net 
 

 Catholic Charities Volunteer Opportunities 
Are you looking for an opportunity to volunteer? Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of  
Chicago is looking for volunteers to serve throughout our more than 150 locations helping  
improve the lives of the people we serve. For more information  
https://www.ccofchicagovolunteer.com, visit us at  email volunteer@catholiccharities.net or call 
the Volunteer Relations department at (312) 655-7322. 
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ORPHANS OF 

THE STORM

Adopt a Friend for Life

Adoptions 

11am-5pm

7 Days

847.945.0235

2200 RIVERWOODS RD.

RIVERWOODS

www.orphansofthestorm.org

CALL NOW 847-688-0906

Call on us for full service tree care
Proudly serving the North Shore for over 35 years. 
Simo Brothers tree service are experts and provide 

quality tree care services you deserve.

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

Jim Berardi, Parishioner 
DiVinci Painters, Inc. 

1256 Old Skokie Road - Highland Park, IL

Call for a free estimate 
847-266-1295 

www.divincipainters.com

Lakeside Glass 
& Mirror

847-432-7211
1914 1st St., Highland Park, IL

www.lakesideglass.com

Burglar Alarms • Fire Detection 
Cameras • Door Access

Safes • Locksmith Services

847-433-0000 
www.KEYTH.com

Complete service for your  Complete service for your  
home’s plumbing systemhome’s plumbing system

• Water Heaters • Leak Detection

• Sump/Ejector Pumps • Faucet Repair

• Clogged Drains • Gas Piping

• Backup Systems • Toilet Repair

• Disposals • Sewers Televised

• Repiping • Fixture upgrades

Mon-Sat 8 AM to 2 PM

301 South Happ Road 
Northfield, IL

Ph:  (847) 446-5444 
Text:  (847) 447-6446

www.threetartsbakery.com

VITICOMPANIES.COM | 847.432.1000
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE

Joseph A. Palminteri Insurance Agency Inc.
Call or visit me today

Joseph A. Palminteri, Agent

847-432-5570
475 Roger Williams Ave. • Highland Park

Se Habla Español

(847) 433-7795
pieros4pizza.com

KELLEY & SPALDING 
FUNERAL HOME & 

CREMATORY
Family Owned and Operated for 

3 Generations

Dean C. Spalding
James J. Spalding

(847) 831-4260
Highland Park, IL

LAKE FOREST

ACUTE CARE

“The Doctor Is Always In”

Mark Mass, MD

1025 Everett Road

847.234.7950

 Your Hometown Auto Repair For 42 Years

Complete Auto & Truck Repair 
Foreign & Domestic 

Emission Testing Repair

A/C Recharge 
Oil Change • Tires • Towing

pasquesiauto@sbcglobal.net 

2086 First St., Highland Park     847-433-4862

Complete 
Collision Repair

272-3080
Northbrook

www.companionsforseniors.com

affordable non-medical in-home care

Call Sam Tatel: (773) 259-8420

BILL SCHNEEBERGER 
PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC
 
 Faux Finishing 
 Wall Papering
 Light Carpentry
 Interior/Exterior

847-498-6237
Northbrook 

www.billschneeberger.com

HIGHLAND PARK  
1835 First Street

847.432.7800

NORTHBROOK  
633 Skokie Boulevard

847.272.1300

FIRSTBANKHP.COM

We’ve come a long way over the years. 
While we still offer the same friendly 
service from our personal bankers, we 
now also offer mobile and online banking, 
bill pay and so much more. We are the 
community bank that grows along with 
our community. 

At First Bank of Highland Park, we’re 
ready to bank with you and the following 
generation for years to come.

Contact one of our Bankers today and let 
us show you what we can do for you.

Banking for you and 
the next generation

RICK SHOEMAKER President/Owner

1500 Old Skokie Road
Highland Park, IL 60035

Phone: 847-831-3165
Fax: 847-831-6044

Jack Vena Jack Vena 
LandscapingLandscaping

SINCE 1951

Design, Build,
and Maintain

(847) 432-5266(847) 432-5266



ONLINE RESOURCES 
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