
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                       September 20, 2020 

WEEKEND MASSES HAVE 
RESUMED: 
SATURDAYS AT 5PM 
SUNDAYS AT 10:30AM 
 
DAILY MASSES: 
TUESDAYS &  
THURSDAYS 8AM 
 
RECONCILIATION: 
SATURDAYS 3:30 - 4:30PM 

CONNECT: 

PHONE: (847) 433-0130  
  

ONLINE: 
www.icparish.org 
 

 
THE PARISH OFFICES 
ARE CLOSED UNTIL  
FURTHER NOTICE. 

OUR PARISH MISSION  
STATEMENT: 

 

To be an inspired  
and holy Catholic  
community of faith that 
embraces the challenges 
of being  a vibrant  
parish in today’s  
society. 



PRAYER SHAWLS 
 

A Prayer Shawl is a shawl that has been crocheted or knitted in different  
patterns.  It is around 24” by 62” with some being narrower or longer.  They 
can be requested for, or by, anyone experiencing a medical or physical 
need.  They can be blessed and come with a prayer to help comfort and ease 
any suffering.   There is no cost, however, donations can be made to  
purchase more yarn to continue this ministry. 
 
If you would like a Prayer Shawl, arrangements can be made for delivery or 
pickup. Please contact Mary Roberts at  847-445-7483.  
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serving our parish 

PASTOR 
Fr. Michael F. McMahon 
frmcmahon@icparish.org      

 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Fr. Terrence A. McCarthy 
 
ASSISTING CLERGY 

Fr. Bruce Wren, LC 
bwren@legionaries.org 

 
DEACON 

Louie Vignocchi 
deaconlouie@icparish.org      

 
OPERATIONS MANAGER 

Natalie Hennigan 
 nhennigan@icparish.org 
 
DIR. OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
(PREP) 

Barb Cegielski 
 prepoffice@icparish.org 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 

Mary Nelsen 
mnelsen@comcast.net 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE EMERITA 

Ann Moorman 
 
Co-Directors of Liturgical Music 

Juli Brubaker 
 jbrubaker@icparish.org 
 Gina Masland 

gmasland@icparish.org 
 
BULLETIN EDITOR 

Julie Salako 
bulletin@icparish.org 

 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE STAFF 

Celia Nares 
 cnares@icparish.org  

PARISH COUNCIL 
Julie Harrigan  
Steve Kriss   
Luisa Lara       
Miriam Trogi 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Donna Falzone 
Mark Gryl 
Marc Horner 

councils 

mass intentions 

Saturday, September 19 
8:00am:   Living and Deceased  
Parishioners of Immaculate  
Conception Parish 
5:00pm: Parishioners of  
Immaculate Conception Parish 
Gretchen Callahan 
 

Sunday, September 20 
10:30am:  Otto Cortesi 
Eugene & Cecelia Szymanski 
 

Monday, September 21 
8:00am:  Living and Deceased  
Parishioners of Immaculate  
Conception Parish 
 

Tuesday, September 22 
8:00am:  Gretchen Callahan 
 

 

Wednesday, September 23 
8:00am:  Living and Deceased  
Parishioners of Immaculate  
Conception Parish 
 

Thursday, September 24 
8:00am:  Paul Novack 
 

Friday, September 25 
8:00am:  David Geubelle 
 

Saturday, September 26 
8:00am:  Living and Deceased  
Parishioners of Immaculate  
Conception Parish 
5:00pm: Parishioners of Immaculate  
Conception Parish 
 

Sunday, September 27 
10:30am:  Rena Menoni 
Michael & Yolanda Bernardi 
Damian Cheong-Leen 
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Fr. Mike’s Homiletter – September 20, 2020  Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
If the corona virus didn’t convince us that we have one world, the West Coast forest fires are another lesson in our 
interconnectedness.   Miles away from the actual fires, the sky over San Francisco is gray and orange, reflecting the 
smoke and ash in the atmosphere, and some of that smoke and ash is now in the upper atmosphere in the midwest.  
And Louisiana is facing another hurricane.  The weather reports these days are definitely not a source of good 
news!   
 
But our readings this week definitely are good news.  Isaiah assures us that God’s ways are not our ways, and given 
the state of the world right now, that’s probably a good thing.  Humankind has not really made a resounding suc-
cess of our earthly abode.   Thank heavens, God sees things differently, and we need to try to look at things from 
God’s perspective if we are to understand what God is asking of us.   
 
St. Paul is ready to die and be united with Christ, but he is also prepared to continue the work God has given him.  
Either way, Paul sees himself as a winner.   On the other hand, our Gospel tells a tale of people who are in fact win-
ners, but think of themselves as losers – because something happened which didn’t match their sense of “fairness”.   
Their mistake:  using the human yardstick of fairness, not the divine one.   
 
A parable is not history, but rather a story designed to illustrate a point.  In this parable, the landowner, a God-
figure, goes out to hire workers at 6 am.  He agrees to pay them the usual daily wage, a denarius.  This is the typical 
practice – a worker is paid at the end of his day’s work, so he will have food for himself and his family.  Going past 
the marketplace at 9 am, 12 noon, 3 pm, the landowner finds unemployed workers and hires them, agreeing to pay 
them “what is just”.  They take a chance on what that will be and accept his offer.  At 5 pm, with the day almost 
over, the landowner finds others who are still unemployed and still waiting at the day labor hiring site – probably 
no where else to go, and he puts them to work too, at a “just” wage.   
 
When the day is over, the last are paid first, and they receive a full day’s wage.  The other workers get their hopes 
up, expecting to get more than they agreed to that morning.  Instead, they get the usual daily wage, the same as the 
5 pm hires.  They are grumpy to say the least.  But the landowner points out that he stuck to the deal they made.   
The earlier workers are looking at what they didn’t get – a bonus they never bargained for – rather than recogniz-
ing what they did get.  The late-arriving workers have stood in the marketplace all day – hot like the earlier hires, 
but also worrying about how they would face their families with no way to feed them that evening, while the early 
hires had the assurance that they would have enough to buy dinner.  The landowner paid his workers on the basis 
of their need, not the quantity of their work.  The divine yardstick.  The landowner has looked at what all of them 
needed – enough to feed their families and preserve their human dignity, and by that yardstick given them all the 
same.   
 
The lessons are multiple:  God’s ways aren’t our ways – as a loving parent, He meets the needs of his children, 
which are not necessarily what they want.  We do the same thing – we cover the cost of what each child needs, even 
if it is more or less than another child.  One may need tutoring, another braces, a third grows out of shoes and 
pants faster, a fourth wants more schooling.  In families, if one member is sad, someone may slip them a treat 
which no one else gets, another needs a ride to some destination.  We imitate our loving Father on a smaller scale, 
but are tempted to resent it if God does the same thing.   Once we recognize that God’s ways aren’t our ways, we 
need to focus on what we have been given, not what others have.    We have been greatly blessed, and we do not 
know the cost of what others have or why they have it.  We have more than enough.  If God treated each of his chil-
dren equally by our human yardstick, we would be big losers.  Using the divine yardstick will help us achieve a 
more just and peaceful world.  It will certainly contribute to our own peace and  happiness as well.  If we want 
peace, we should work for justice, God’s justice.   
 
Peace!   
Father Mike 
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Food for Thought …. 
 

This past week we celebrated the feasts of the  
Exaltation of the Holy Cross (Monday) and Our Lady 
of Sorrows (Tuesday), feasts which call to mind the 
total sacrifice of God’s only Son to restore us to full 
friendship with God our Creator.  In When Christ 
Meets Christ , Father Walter Burghardt, S.J. describes 
the sacrifice of the cross as follows:  
 
. . . The passion of Christ did not end on the first 
Good Friday.  The passion of Christ surrounds you, 
chokes you:  every human wasted in the womb;  
every third black child languishing below the  
poverty line; the thousands of women savaged by 
men vowed to love and honor; the homeless on your 
streets rummaging for food in garbage cans; the  
racism that lurks just below our civilized surface.  
The death that envelops us . . . lays a heavy demand 
on us who share a risen life given us freely from a 
cross.  
 
You had I have been graced indeed, gifted by  
God beyond our deserving.  But, as Protestant  
martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer saw in World War II, 
grace that comes cheap, grace that keeps us ever so 
comfortable, will never redeem this sin-scarred 
earth.  Only costly grace can do that;  only men and 
women like yourselves who find in this Eucharist 
the power to repeat in their own persons, “This is my  
body . . . given for you.”  Given for Christ,  given for 
the crucified images of Christ.  It’s a great way to 
come alive . . . alive in Christ.   

AROUND THE PARISH 

JOIN US IN PRAYER  
 

Jesus  said "where two or three are gathered together in my name,  
I am there among them." 
 

In 1917 when the Virgin Mary appeared to the children at Fatima, 
she told them to pray the rosary to obtain peace in the world.   
 

Each Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. several people of the parish come together to pray the rosary on 
Zoom.    
 

If you would like to join with us, please contact Camille Rubin at 847-306-0270. 
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PREP REGISTRATION ONGOING 
Please do your best to register ASAP to allow time to secure 
all the necessary material, supplies, and access codes  
needed to meet the needs and wishes of all our PREP  
students and families. 
 

Any questions, please contact Barb 
via PREPoffice@icparish.org 

ST. TERESA OF AVILA  
PARISH BOOK CLUB 

 

“Good Morning, Midnight” 
by Lily Brooks-Dalton 

Thursday, September 24 
Zoom Meeting  7:00pm 

This is the story of an aging astronomer who has spent  
his life studying the sky for evidence of how this universe 
began.  While working in the Arctic, a catastrophic event 
takes place and all the scientists are forced to evacuate but 
Augustine refuses to leave his work.   
 
What follows is a powerful, haunting and contemplative 
science-fiction novel about love, regret, and survival and 
which poses some important questions.   
 
"What endures at the end of the world?  How do we make 
sense of our lives?" 
 
For more information regarding the book club, contact 
Mary at 847-722-2996 or mnelsen @comcast.net 

272 pages 
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ORPHANS OF 

THE STORM

Adopt a Friend for Life

Adoptions 

11am-5pm

7 Days

847.945.0235

2200 RIVERWOODS RD.

RIVERWOODS

www.orphansofthestorm.org

CALL NOW 847-688-0906

Call on us for full service tree care
Proudly serving the North Shore for over 35 years. 
Simo Brothers tree service are experts and provide 

quality tree care services you deserve.

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

Jim Berardi, Parishioner 
DiVinci Painters, Inc. 

1256 Old Skokie Road - Highland Park, IL

Call for a free estimate 
847-266-1295 

www.divincipainters.com

Lakeside Glass 
& Mirror

847-432-7211
1914 1st St., Highland Park, IL

www.lakesideglass.com

Burglar Alarms • Fire Detection 
Cameras • Door Access

Safes • Locksmith Services

847-433-0000 
www.KEYTH.com

Complete service for your  Complete service for your  
home’s plumbing systemhome’s plumbing system

• Water Heaters • Leak Detection

• Sump/Ejector Pumps • Faucet Repair

• Clogged Drains • Gas Piping

• Backup Systems • Toilet Repair

• Disposals • Sewers Televised

• Repiping • Fixture upgrades

Mon-Sat 8 AM to 2 PM

301 South Happ Road 
Northfield, IL

Ph:  (847) 446-5444 
Text:  (847) 447-6446

www.threetartsbakery.com

VITICOMPANIES.COM | 847.432.1000
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE

Joseph A. Palminteri Insurance Agency Inc.
Call or visit me today

Joseph A. Palminteri, Agent

847-432-5570
475 Roger Williams Ave. • Highland Park

Se Habla Español

(847) 433-7795
pieros4pizza.com

KELLEY & SPALDING 
FUNERAL HOME & 

CREMATORY
Family Owned and Operated for 

3 Generations

Dean C. Spalding
James J. Spalding

(847) 831-4260
Highland Park, IL

LAKE FOREST

ACUTE CARE

“The Doctor Is Always In”

Mark Mass, MD

1025 Everett Road

847.234.7950

 Your Hometown Auto Repair For 42 Years

Complete Auto & Truck Repair 
Foreign & Domestic 

Emission Testing Repair

A/C Recharge 
Oil Change • Tires • Towing

pasquesiauto@sbcglobal.net 

2086 First St., Highland Park     847-433-4862

www.companionsforseniors.com

affordable non-medical in-home care

Call Sam Tatel: (773) 259-8420

BILL SCHNEEBERGER 
PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC
 
 Faux Finishing 
 Wall Papering
 Light Carpentry
 Interior/Exterior

847-498-6237
Northbrook 

www.billschneeberger.com

HIGHLAND PARK  
1835 First Street

847.432.7800

NORTHBROOK  
633 Skokie Boulevard

847.272.1300

FIRSTBANKHP.COM

We’ve come a long way over the years. 
While we still offer the same friendly 
service from our personal bankers, we 
now also offer mobile and online banking, 
bill pay and so much more. We are the 
community bank that grows along with 
our community. 

At First Bank of Highland Park, we’re 
ready to bank with you and the following 
generation for years to come.

Contact one of our Bankers today and let 
us show you what we can do for you.

Banking for you and 
the next generation

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

RICK SHOEMAKER President/Owner

1500 Old Skokie Road
Highland Park, IL 60035

Phone: 847-831-3165
Fax: 847-831-6044

Jack Vena Jack Vena 
LandscapingLandscaping

SINCE 1951

Design, Build,
and Maintain

(847) 432-5266(847) 432-5266
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THANK YOU 

We want to express our sincere thanks!!   
 

We rely on the generosity of our parish community to help us cover expenses related to 
ministry, maintenance, staffing and other pressing needs. 

Our collections are still down from our average Sunday budget.    
    

Please consider using this link to set up an online donation for    
Immaculate Conception Parish  

 https://www.givecentral.org/location/109/event/1292  

GiveCentral is a secure online donation platform. Donations can be made as you wish. 
A one time donation, monthly or even weekly if you choose.   

  
Donations are also welcome by mailing your donation to the parish  

or dropping them in our mail slot at the Parish Center. 
770 Deerfield Rd 

Highland Park, IL  60035 

  
 

 Thank you!!!  
We want to express our sincere thanks to those who  
continue their Sunday offering to support IC Parish  

during these unprecedented times. 


