
Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                         September 27, 2020 

WEEKEND MASSES HAVE 
RESUMED: 
SATURDAYS AT 5PM 
SUNDAYS AT 10:30AM 
 
DAILY MASSES: 
TUESDAYS &  
THURSDAYS 8AM 
 
RECONCILIATION: 
SATURDAYS 3:30 - 4:30PM 

CONNECT: 

PHONE: (847) 433-0130  
  

ONLINE: 
www.icparish.org 
 

 
THE PARISH OFFICES 
ARE CLOSED UNTIL  
FURTHER NOTICE. 

OUR PARISH MISSION  
STATEMENT: 

 

To be an inspired  
and holy Catholic  
community of faith that 
embraces the challenges 
of being  a vibrant  
parish in today’s  
society. 



PRAYER SHAWLS 
 

A Prayer Shawl is a shawl that has been crocheted or knitted in different  
patterns.  It is around 24” by 62” with some being narrower or longer.  They 
can be requested for, or by, anyone experiencing a medical or physical 
need.  They can be blessed and come with a prayer to help comfort and ease 
any suffering.   There is no cost, however, donations can be made to  
purchase more yarn to continue this ministry. 
 
If you would like a Prayer Shawl, arrangements can be made for delivery or 
pickup. Please contact Mary Roberts at  847-445-7483.  
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serving our parish 

PASTOR 
Fr. Michael F. McMahon 
frmcmahon@icparish.org      

 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Fr. Terrence A. McCarthy 
 
ASSISTING CLERGY 

Fr. Bruce Wren, LC 
bwren@legionaries.org 

 
DEACON 

Louie Vignocchi 
deaconlouie@icparish.org      

 
OPERATIONS MANAGER 

Natalie Hennigan 
 nhennigan@icparish.org 
 
DIR. OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
(PREP) 

Barb Cegielski 
 prepoffice@icparish.org 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 

Mary Nelsen 
mnelsen@comcast.net 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE EMERITA 

Ann Moorman 
 
Co-Directors of Liturgical Music 

Juli Brubaker 
 jbrubaker@icparish.org 
 Gina Masland 

gmasland@icparish.org 
 
BULLETIN EDITOR 

Julie Salako 
bulletin@icparish.org 

 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE STAFF 

Celia Nares 
 cnares@icparish.org  

PARISH COUNCIL 
Julie Harrigan  
Steve Kriss   
Luisa Lara       
Miriam Trogi 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Donna Falzone 
Mark Gryl 
Marc Horner 

councils 

mass intentions 

Saturday, September 26 
8:00am:  Living and Deceased  
Parishioners of Immaculate  
Conception Parish 
5:00pm: Parishioners of  
Immaculate Conception Parish 
 

Sunday, September 27 
10:30am:  Rena Menoni 
Michael & Yolanda Bernardi 
Damian Cheong-Leen 
 

Monday, September 28 
8:00am:  Susan Strainis 
 

Tuesday, September 29 
8:00am:  Gilda De Rose 
 

 

Wednesday, September 30 
8:00am:  Maria Lanaque 
 

Thursday, October 1 
8:00am:  Lino Trapani 
Maria Giunta 
 

Friday, October 2 
8:00am:  Edmund J. Gronkiewicz 
 

Saturday, October 3 
8:00am:  Bonnie Piccolo 
5:00pm: Amelia & Jack Vena 
Vico Ori 
 

Sunday, October 4 
10:30am:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
Anna Cortesi 
Anne Collopy 
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Fr. Mike’s Homiletter – September 27, 2020  Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Scripture:  Ezekiel 18:25-28; Psalm 25: 4-9; Philippians 2:1-11; Matthew 21: 28-32  
 
Fall has come, and with it election time.  Most of us have already encountered more campaign ads than 
we need – and it’s still 5 weeks until election day.  The politicians are blathering non-stop, and Congress 
seems to be all talk and no action these days. Unless it’s finger pointing!   
 
Our readings this week do a little finger pointing of their own.  Ezekiel tells the Israelites God’s views on 
their attitude:  they are wondering why life has gone so wrong – they’ve been exiled to Babylon – and 
thinking like many a three-year old:  it’s not fair!  They blame their unfortunate situation on the sins of 
prior generations.  God tells them what’s really fair – you are responsible for the consequences of your 
own actions.   In God’s eyes, if a bad character turns good, he is saved, but if a good character turns bad, 
he is condemned.   
 
St. Paul urges the Philippians to put on the mind of Christ – as a united community.  Christ who did  
not look out for himself first, but who did the will of God, without argument or grumbling or trying to 
bargain his way out.  Our Psalm implores God “Your ways…make known to me; teach me your paths, 
guide me in your truth and teach me…” and “[t]he sins of my youth and my frailties remember not” – in 
other words, change me.  We pray this and similar thoughts this Sunday and others in the Responsorial 
Psalm - but do we really mean it?  Are we subconsciously thinking “but not too much?  I’m mostly OK as I 
am - I just need a little tweaking.” 
 
Jesus goes on to confront the chief priests and the elders for their failure to change.  He tells them  
the parable of the two sons:  one who told his father he didn’t want to work in the family vineyard,  
but changed his mind and did, and a second who said, “Sure, Dad” when asked, but didn’t.  Both  
changed their minds – one for the good, the other, not so good.  Jesus reminds the chief priests and  
elders that when John the Baptist preached a new way of righteousness, they did not believe him,  
though so-called sinners did:  tax collectors and prostitutes changed their ways.  But the chief priests  
and elders congratulated themselves on their careful observance of technicalities of the law and refused 
to change.  Jesus is advocating change – and we should give some careful thought to his “suggestions”.  
Sometimes I think that a favorite Catholic hymn is a tune called “This is the Way We’ve Always Done It”!     
 
In reality, this year has seen a lot of change in the Church and our parish:  the virus has changed our 
prayer life, our administration, and our finances.  We had no choice - it was forced upon us.  The virus 
has not yet run its course, and there will be more changes to come, some necessitated by the Church’s 
financial situation.  Change can be good, and for the time being, we should all give some serious  
consideration to how we can change for the better. How can we put on the mind of Christ? 
 
Jesus has issued a personal invitation to each of us.  What will our response be?   
 
Peace!   
Father Mike 



4   

OH WHAT A WONDERFUL WEEK! 
From Confirmation, to First Communion, Book Pick up Meet & Greet, and session one of PREP classes via Zoom. 
We are a busy, blessed, and a fortunate group. 

PREP 

Families arrived for a socially distant 
book/ materials pick up on Wednesday 
9/16. It was wonderful to see everyone.   

The journey for our Confirmandi in 
high school has just begun, PREP for 
K-8 has a very strong enrollment.  
 
Your catechists and I are very  
excited and honored to be on this 
spiritual and sacramental journey 
with you.  

On September 9th and 16th, we had 2 masses which allowed for a safe Confirmation experience for all. While some of the  
students were apart in mass and with different dates,  they will always share the friendships they made and hold each other in 
their prayers after learning their faith together for so many years. Some of our 2020 Confirmandi had been in the program since 
Kindergarten!  

Getting to know you Zoom class! It 
was nice to see so many smiling faces 
as I visited classes. Having classes 
safely from home allows us to be 
mask free and smile filled!   



 

Food for Thought …. 
 

The fundamental thing for the member is to be  
united with all the other members of the Mystical 
Body; the essential Christian virtue is, then, the  
virtue which unites all members in Christ, that is, 
charity.     
                                   – Emile Mersch, S. J.   
 
The gate of heaven is very low; only the humble can 
enter it.    
  
                                   – St. Elizabeth Ann Seton  

AROUND THE PARISH 

JOIN US IN PRAYER  
 

Jesus  said "where two or three are gathered together 
in my name, I am there among them." 
 
In 1917 when the Virgin Mary appeared to the  
children at Fatima, she told them to pray the rosary 
to obtain peace in the world.   
 
Each Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. several people of the 
parish come together to pray the rosary on Zoom.    
 
If you would like to join with us, please contact  
Camille Rubin at 847-306-0270. 
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PREP REGISTRATION ONGOING 
Please do your best to register ASAP to allow time to secure 
all the necessary material, supplies, and access codes  
needed to meet the needs and wishes of all our PREP  
students and families. 
 

Any questions, please contact Barb 
via PREPoffice@icparish.org 

STEWARDSHIP SUMMARY: 
August 
Budget 34,315       Actual $29,073        Variance  -$5,242 

Do you know what happens when we exceed our goal? 
100% of payments in excess of our parish goal* is returned to us 
as a rebate! Parishes pay no Archdiocesan assessment on Annual 
Catholic Appeal Rebates. Thank you for your generosity! 

Donor Count 90 
2020 Goal $33,616.17 

 

Amount Pledged $28,334.52 
Amount Paid $24,029.52 
Balance Due $4,315.00 



  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  Immaculate Conception, Highland Park, IL B 4C 01-1396

ORPHANS OF 

THE STORM

Adopt a Friend for Life

Adoptions 

11am-5pm

7 Days

847.945.0235

2200 RIVERWOODS RD.

RIVERWOODS

www.orphansofthestorm.org

CALL NOW 847-688-0906

Call on us for full service tree care
Proudly serving the North Shore for over 35 years. 
Simo Brothers tree service are experts and provide 

quality tree care services you deserve.

Jim Berardi, Parishioner 
DiVinci Painters, Inc. 

1256 Old Skokie Road - Highland Park, IL

Call for a free estimate 
847-266-1295 

www.divincipainters.com

Lakeside Glass 
& Mirror

847-432-7211
1914 1st St., Highland Park, IL

www.lakesideglass.com

Complete service for your  Complete service for your  
home’s plumbing systemhome’s plumbing system

• Water Heaters • Leak Detection

• Sump/Ejector Pumps • Faucet Repair

• Clogged Drains • Gas Piping

• Backup Systems • Toilet Repair

• Disposals • Sewers Televised

• Repiping • Fixture upgrades

Mon-Sat 8 AM to 2 PM

301 South Happ Road 
Northfield, IL

Ph:  (847) 446-5444 
Text:  (847) 447-6446

www.threetartsbakery.com

VITICOMPANIES.COM | 847.432.1000

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE

Joseph A. Palminteri Insurance Agency Inc.
Call or visit me today

Joseph A. Palminteri, Agent

847-432-5570
475 Roger Williams Ave. • Highland Park

Se Habla Español

(847) 433-7795
pieros4pizza.com

KELLEY & SPALDING 
FUNERAL HOME & 

CREMATORY
Family Owned and Operated for 

3 Generations

Dean C. Spalding
James J. Spalding

(847) 831-4260
Highland Park, IL

LAKE FOREST

ACUTE CARE

“The Doctor Is Always In”

Mark Mass, MD

1025 Everett Road

847.234.7950

 Your Hometown Auto Repair For 42 Years

Complete Auto & Truck Repair 
Foreign & Domestic 

Emission Testing Repair

A/C Recharge 
Oil Change • Tires • Towing

pasquesiauto@sbcglobal.net 

2086 First St., Highland Park     847-433-4862

www.companionsforseniors.com

affordable non-medical in-home care

Call Sam Tatel: (773) 259-8420

BILL SCHNEEBERGER 
PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC
 
 Faux Finishing 
 Wall Papering
 Light Carpentry
 Interior/Exterior

847-498-6237
Northbrook 

www.billschneeberger.com

HIGHLAND PARK  
1835 First Street

847.432.7800

NORTHBROOK  
633 Skokie Boulevard

847.272.1300

FIRSTBANKHP.COM

We’ve come a long way over the years. 
While we still offer the same friendly 
service from our personal bankers, we 
now also offer mobile and online banking, 
bill pay and so much more. We are the 
community bank that grows along with 
our community. 

At First Bank of Highland Park, we’re 
ready to bank with you and the following 
generation for years to come.

Contact one of our Bankers today and let 
us show you what we can do for you.

Banking for you and 
the next generation

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

RICK SHOEMAKER President/Owner

1500 Old Skokie Road
Highland Park, IL 60035

Phone: 847-831-3165
Fax: 847-831-6044

Jack Vena Jack Vena 
LandscapingLandscaping

SINCE 1951

Design, Build,
and Maintain

(847) 432-5266(847) 432-5266
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