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Fr. Mike’s Homiletter – October 4, 2020 Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Scripture: Isaiah 5: 1-7; Psalm 80: 9, 12, 13-14, 15-16, 19-20; Philippians 4: 6-9; Matthew 21: 33-43
In recent weeks, our Gospels have been telling us stories of how God takes such good care of things – the owner
who hires workers for his vineyard, the father who asks his two sons to work in his vineyard, and today in both the
Old and New Testament readings, we have stories of owners who carefully build and tend vineyards. All of these
readings are rich in meaning when we spend time thinking about them.
But while we usually pay attention to the lessons which the vineyard owner’s actions convey, in the background
is the lesson arising from who the vineyard owner, an image of God, is at the beginning of the parables. These
owners are not absentee landlords, big picture men who leave the low level stuff to others. They know each step
in creating a fruitful vineyard, and how to do it. They know where to find workers and what they should be paid.
They know the seasons and the weather their plants need to flourish. They do not spare any effort to achieve a rich
harvest. They care for their land and its vines and their workers like a loving parent. These vineyards are images
of God’s people and these vineyard owners tell us that our God is a very careful God, who pays attention to details,
and who takes good care of all of His creation.
That message is one we can take to heart this month in a particular way: October is “Respect Life” month, and it is
a good time to consider how we treat the earth and our fellow inhabitants. Our vineyard owners provide an
example, and we would do well to imitate their care of the earth and its peoples.
How to begin the process of cultivating caring attitudes? First, recognize that the earth and its contents are all gifts
of God – we hold them in trust, but we do not really own them. Then, we can acknowledge that our fellow humans
are an essential part of God’s creation, and are placed here to help us through life, as we are here to help them.
They too have a direct relationship to our Creator, and we have an obligation to respect and even participate in
that. We also have an obligation to respect the earth on which we all live, like the vineyard owners who tend, plant
and protect the land with such care.
Ultimately, all life as a gift from God, and one day we will have to account for our treatment of it to Him. Have
we encouraged all those we encounter, acknowledging them as images of God, entitled to our respect and kindness,
regardless of their circumstances in life? Have we tried to minimize our imprint on the earth? Have we tried to
live gently in our angry and divided world? Are we concerned not just about eliminating abortion, but rather
making it unnecessary? Do we support women experiencing crisis pregnancy - not just until they give birth, but
as they raise the child they did not abort, who is God’s gift to all of us? Do we care for those who are hungry and
homeless, helping to feed them, but also lobbying for affordable housing? Do we pray for those who are in prison,
justly or unjustly, in a long-term lockdown which doesn’t look much like sheltering in place? Do we support
ministries which make the time in prison more bearable and productive, and help those who are released begin
new, constructive lives? How do we help care for the millions of refugees who are driven out of their homes by
war, other violence and poverty? Would we welcome them to our country? Do we consider the damage to the
earth which resource removal and industrial development can do when we make purchases? As our vineyard
owners demonstrate, all life is sacred.
A few weeks ago, the Gospel told of a vineyard owner who paid all his workers the same daily wage, regardless
of how much work they actually did. Could there be a clearer statement that all lives are equally valuable? Do we
reflect that truth in tending our own vineyards? What sort of earth will we hand back to God at the end of time?
Peace!
Father Mike
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AID FOR WOMEN

Dear Parishioners,
Immaculate Conception Parish has the unique opportunity to support at-risk pregnant women,
mothers and babies in the greater Chicago metropolitan area. Aid for Women operates five
pregnancy care centers and two residential programs and serves thousands of women each
year. To learn more, please visit their website at HelpAidforWomen.org. For October—Respect
Life Month—we will host a VIRTUAL BABY BOTTLE FUNDRAISER to help provide essential
funding for Aid for Women’s programs. Please make your donation via the online donation
page at: HelpAidforWomen.org/babybottle (indicate “Immaculate Conception Parish” as the
sponsoring parish). You may also drop off a check made to “Aid for Women” at the parish office.
We thank you in advance for your support of Aid for Women! May God continue to bless you
abundantly for your generosity.
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AROUND THE PARISH
As Catholic Christians we have an invested interest
and obligation to be aware of candidates’ positions,
most particularly with Right to Life issues. For your
convenience we are including the information below.
Illinois 2020 General Election is
Tuesday, November 3, 2020
Please check out illinoisfamily.org for updates to the
online voter guide, additional candidate resources, and
one-page voter by Congressional Districts.

Food for Thought ….
Men are like wine – some turn into vinegar, but the
best improve with age.
-Pope St. John XXIII
What good is it if the bread and wine are changed
[into the Body and Blood of Christ] but we are not
changed?
-Godfrey Diekmann, OSB

PREP REGISTRATION ONGOING
Please do your best to register ASAP to allow time to secure
all the necessary material, supplies, and access codes
needed to meet the needs and wishes of all our PREP
students and families.
Any questions, please contact Barb
via PREPoffice@icparish.org

JOIN US IN PRAYER
Jesus said "where two or three are gathered together
in my name, I am there among them."
In 1917 when the Virgin Mary appeared to the
children at Fatima, she told them to pray the rosary
to obtain peace in the world.
Each Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. several people of the
parish come together to pray the rosary on Zoom.
If you would like to join with us, please contact
Camille Rubin at 847-306-0270.
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Lakeside Glass
& Mirror
Mon-Sat 8 AM to 2 PM
301 South Happ Road
Northfield, IL

Jim Berardi, Parishioner
DiVinci Painters, Inc.
1256 Old Skokie Road - Highland Park, IL

847-432-7211

Ph: (847) 446-5444
Text: (847) 447-6446

www.lakesideglass.com

www.threetartsbakery.com

1914 1st St., Highland Park, IL

Call for a free estimate
847-266-1295
www.divincipainters.com

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today!
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

Complete service for your
home’s plumbing system
• Water Heaters

• Leak Detection

• Sump/Ejector Pumps

• Faucet Repair

• Clogged Drains

• Gas Piping

• Backup Systems

• Toilet Repair

• Disposals

• Sewers Televised

• Repiping

• Fixture upgrades

VITICOMPANIES.COM | 847.432.1000

ORPHANS OF
THE STORM
Adopt a Friend for Life
Adoptions
11am-5pm
7 Days

CALL NOW 847-688-0906

847.945.0235
Call on us for full service tree care

2200 RIVERWOODS RD.

Proudly serving the North Shore for over 35 years.
Simo Brothers tree service are experts and provide
quality tree care services you deserve.

RIVERWOODS
www.orphansofthestorm.org
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KELLEY & SPALDING
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATORY

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE

Joseph A. Palminteri Insurance Agency Inc.
Call or visit me today

Family Owned and Operated for
3 Generations

Joseph A. Palminteri, Agent

Dean C. Spalding
James J. Spalding

847-432-5570

(847) 831-4260

475 Roger Williams Ave. • Highland Park

Highland Park, IL

Se Habla Español

LAKE FOREST

Your Hometown Auto Repair For 42 Years

ACUTE CARE

Complete Auto & Truck Repair

“The Doctor Is Always In”

Foreign & Domestic
Emission Testing Repair

Mark Mass, MD

A/C Recharge
Oil Change • Tires • Towing

1025 Everett Road

pasquesiauto@sbcglobal.net

847.234.7950

2086 First St., Highland Park

(847) 433-7795
pieros4pizza.com

Jack Vena
Landscaping
SINCE 1951

Design, Build,
and Maintain

847-433-4862

(847) 432-5266

RICK SHOEMAKER President/Owner

1500 Old Skokie Road
Highland Park, IL 60035
Phone: 847-831-3165
Fax: 847-831-6044

BILL SCHNEEBERGER
PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC
Faux Finishing
Wall Papering
Light Carpentry
Interior/Exterior

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today!
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

847-498-6237
Northbrook

www.billschneeberger.com

Banking for you and
the next generation
www.companionsforseniors.com
affordable non-medical in-home care

Call Sam Tatel: (773) 259-8420

We’ve come a long way over the years.
While we still offer the same friendly
service from our personal bankers, we
now also offer mobile and online banking,
bill pay and so much more. We are the
community bank that grows along with
our community.
At First Bank of Highland Park, we’re
ready to bank with you and the following
generation for years to come.
Contact one of our Bankers today and let
us show you what we can do for you.

HIGHLAND PARK
1835 First Street
847.432.7800

NORTHBROOK
633 Skokie Boulevard
847.272.1300

FIRSTBANKHP.COM
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Immaculate Conception Parish
First Holy Communion Class 2020

First Holy Communion that had to be delayed from May 2020, finally took place
with proper social distancing over 2 Mass sessions September 19 and October
3, 2020. The following students received the Eucharist for the first time.

Aldo Celestino

Nico Facchini

Susan Celestino

Desmond Farren

Uriel Celestino

Ines Fernandez

Sofia Contreras

Jason Higel

Isabella Contreras

Davis Kelly

Jaisa Davidson

JT Knotek

Kathan DeHayes

Mila Ori

Fernanda Di Martino

Elliot Pathak

Parker Evans

Nora Pathak

Allison Ehr

Andres Salazar
Isa Semrad
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