Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

WEEKEND MASSES:
SATURDAYS AT 5PM
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CONNECT:
PHONE: (847) 433-0130

To be an inspired
and holy Catholic
community of faith that
embraces the challenges
of being a vibrant
parish in today’s
society.

ONLINE:
www.icparish.org
THE PARISH OFFICES
ARE CLOSED UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE.
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Barb Cegielski
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Julie Harrigan
Steve Kriss
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Miriam Trogi

Donna Falzone
Mark Gryl
Marc Horner

mass intentions
Saturday, November 7
8:00am: Living and Deceased
Parishioners of Immaculate
Conception Parish
5:00pm: Mamie Blu
Carolina Sorrentino
Vaughn McClure
Sunday, November 8
10:30am: Parishioners of
Immaculate Conception Parish
Rufino Marcojos, Jr.
Joe and Frank Kolman
Monday, November 9
8:00am: Gretchen Callahan
Tuesday, November 10
8:00am: Gloria Muzik
Jamoralin Family

Wednesday, November 11
8:00am: William Vena, Sr.
Thursday, November 12
8:00am: Silvia Ridolfi
Margaret Vena
Friday, November 13
8:00am: Betty O’Sullivan
Saturday, November 14
8:00am: Living and Deceased
Parishioners of Immaculate Conception
Parish
5:00pm: Parishioners of Immaculate
Conception Parish
Patrick C. Shields
Otto Cortesi
Sunday, November 15
10:30am: Joe and Frank Kolman
Margaret Vena
Crospen Paraison

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE EMERITA
Ann Moorman
Co-Directors of Liturgical Music
Juli Brubaker
jbrubaker@icparish.org
Gina Masland
gmasland@icparish.org
BULLETIN EDITOR
Julie Salako
bulletin@icparish.org
PARISH CENTER OFFICE STAFF
Celia Nares
cnares@icparish.org

Please be aware that no emails or texts would ever go out from
Fr. McMahon or any Parish staff “asking for a favor”, so please
beware should you ever receive something like this.
Should you receive something, and are unsure of the originator,
please contact Natalie in the Parish office
(nhennigan@icparish.org ) rather than directly replying to the
email or text.
Also, please note that all emails from the Parish will come from
an email address ending: icparish.org
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Fr. Mike’s Homiletter – November 8, 2020 Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Scripture: Wisdom 6:12-16; Psalm 63:2-8; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13
At long last, we have come to the end of the overwhelming torrent of political ads. As I watch
the annoying pitches, I think how much good all the millions spent on them could have done
for those suffering as a result of the pandemic. As I write this on Tuesday, people are still going
to the polls to express their views on how to bring some order into our civic life and discourse.
We do not know how the election will turn out, but we can know what our responsibility will be
after all the dust settles: to be charitable and constructive in accepting the results of the vote
and in conducting our civic business. There has been more than enough animosity this year to
last at least a decade, and at some point, we all have to stop resenting the “other” and be the
grown-up in the room: go first at forgiving and being helpful, even when we don’t want to be.
Our readings this week support that sort of effort. The first reading urges us to seek Wisdom,
and assures us that Wisdom is waiting and eager to be found by those who seek it sincerely.
But Wisdom entails looking at the big picture, long-term, not just our own concerns. Wisdom,
often characterized as the feminine “Sophia”, is also associated with the Spirit. In the creation
story, we hear that “the Spirit of God played upon the waters”. Wisdom was with God from the
beginning and will be forever. But we have to make a deliberate, thoughtful effort to seek it.
That involves clearing away a certain amount of the underbrush, the clutter that often
surrounds issues, trying to hide the real problem and distract us from the essentials.

The wise and foolish virgins in our Gospel story are an illustration: five of them think ahead
and bring extra oil for their lamps as they await the bridegroom and the wedding feast. Five
of them bring their lamps, probably filled with oil, but don’t think beyond that. (Not too bright
from the pictures I’ve seen of lamps from that time period – they’re actually pretty small.)
When the bridegroom is sighted and they try to light their lamps, they realize they are out of oil.
The wise virgins who have brought extra refuse to share – which doesn’t seem like a very nice
response. Actually, a bit mean. Yet, when we dig a little deeper, we can see that although the
wise virgins can supply the oil, they can’t supply the attention or intention which the foolish
virgins lack. They did the expected, but didn’t think of the meaning of their actions. The wise
virgins paid attention to the reason for their wait – they didn’t rely on something outside of
themselves to be ready to welcome the bridegroom. Much like the Gospel earlier this summer,
when the disciples asked where they could buy food for all those who had gathered to hear
Jesus, Jesus told them to feed them themselves – i.e., don’t rely on others, give them what you
have. Only we can save ourselves, and we do so by incorporating Jesus’ teaching into our
everyday lives. Think ahead, be wise, be ready, be kind.
Peace!
Father Mike
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Book of Life 2020

*Names listed above represent requests received by November 1, 2020
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AROUND THE PARISH
NO FORKS, BUT STILL CORKS

baptisms

Dear fellow parishioners,
Unfortunately, our annual Corks & Forks celebration
will not take place this year. Even if we would make a
number of changes, the concept really does not work
under the current Covid19 restrictions.
However, we do realize that many of you enjoyed the
opportunity to try some new wines this time of year,
and frankly our church could really use some financial
support, so the wine experts from Knightsbridge and I
put together a list of 12 wonderful wines for your
enjoyment.
Regretfully we won’t have the chance to taste these wines
together, but we have selected something for everybody’s
taste! Please look out for the wine list and ordering
information in your email boxes soon!
Stay safe, and cheers!
Hans van Overbeek

Sophia Marie Holland was baptized
into the Catholic faith on Sunday, November 1.
Congratulations to her proud parents Ian &
Tina! Let us pray that Sophia grows up strong
in the faith and always close to Christ.

Food for Thought…
If you judge people, you have no time to love them.
-St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta

We are looking for someone to help with laundering
and ironing purificators, chalice cloths and towels.
This ministry is not grand or large but a very
necessary ministry which is significant in its’
purpose.
We do not always have to do grand things or things
that are costly. This ministry is not done by priests,
nor the deacon but by dedicated people who would
like to help.
Please search your hearts and pray about this
ministry. If you are able to assist your assistance
would be greatly appreciated. Please contact the
Parish Office at nhennigan@icparish.org or call the
office at 847-433-0130.
Thank you to Elizabeth Podolski!!! Elizabeth has
been doing this ministry and has quiet angel to help
our parish with this.
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Mon-Sat 8 AM to 2 PM
301 South Happ Road
Northfield, IL

Jim Berardi, Parishioner
DiVinci Painters, Inc.
1256 Old Skokie Road - Highland Park, IL

Ph: (847) 446-5444
Text: (847) 447-6446

Call for a free estimate
847-266-1295
www.divincipainters.com

www.threetartsbakery.com

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today!
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

Complete service for your
home’s plumbing system
• Water Heaters

• Leak Detection

• Sump/Ejector Pumps

• Faucet Repair

• Clogged Drains

• Gas Piping

• Backup Systems

• Toilet Repair

• Disposals

• Sewers Televised

• Repiping

• Fixture upgrades

VITICOMPANIES.COM | 847.432.1000

ORPHANS OF
THE STORM
Adopt a Friend for Life
Adoptions
11am-5pm
7 Days

CALL NOW 847-688-0906

847.945.0235
Call on us for full service tree care

2200 RIVERWOODS RD.

Proudly serving the North Shore for over 35 years.
Simo Brothers tree service are experts and provide
quality tree care services you deserve.

RIVERWOODS
www.orphansofthestorm.org
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Immaculate Conception, Highland Park, IL
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KELLEY & SPALDING
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATORY

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE

Joseph A. Palminteri Insurance Agency Inc.
Call or visit me today

Family Owned and Operated for
3 Generations

Joseph A. Palminteri, Agent

Dean C. Spalding
James J. Spalding

847-432-5570

(847) 831-4260

475 Roger Williams Ave. • Highland Park

Highland Park, IL

Se Habla Español

LAKE FOREST

Your Hometown Auto Repair For 42 Years

ACUTE CARE

Complete Auto & Truck Repair

“The Doctor Is Always In”

Foreign & Domestic
Emission Testing Repair

Mark Mass, MD

A/C Recharge
Oil Change • Tires • Towing

1025 Everett Road

pasquesiauto@sbcglobal.net

847.234.7950

2086 First St., Highland Park

(847) 433-7795
pieros4pizza.com

Jack Vena
Landscaping
SINCE 1951

Design, Build,
and Maintain

847-433-4862

(847) 432-5266

RICK SHOEMAKER President/Owner

1500 Old Skokie Road
Highland Park, IL 60035
Phone: 847-831-3165
Fax: 847-831-6044

BILL SCHNEEBERGER
PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC
Faux Finishing
Wall Papering
Light Carpentry
Interior/Exterior

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today!
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

847-498-6237
Northbrook

www.billschneeberger.com

Banking for you and
the next generation
www.companionsforseniors.com
affordable non-medical in-home care

Call Sam Tatel: (773) 259-8420

We’ve come a long way over the years.
While we still offer the same friendly
service from our personal bankers, we
now also offer mobile and online banking,
bill pay and so much more. We are the
community bank that grows along with
our community.
At First Bank of Highland Park, we’re
ready to bank with you and the following
generation for years to come.
Contact one of our Bankers today and let
us show you what we can do for you.

HIGHLAND PARK
1835 First Street
847.432.7800

NORTHBROOK
633 Skokie Boulevard
847.272.1300

FIRSTBANKHP.COM
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THANK YOU

We want to express our sincere thanks!!
We rely on the generosity of our parish community to help us cover expenses related to
ministry, maintenance, staffing and other pressing needs.
Our collections are still down from our average Sunday budget.
Please consider using this link to set up an online donation for
Immaculate Conception Parish
https://www.givecentral.org/location/109/event/1292
GiveCentral is a secure online donation platform. Donations can be made as you wish.
A one time donation, monthly or even weekly if you choose.
Donations are also welcome by mailing your donation to the parish
or dropping them in our mail slot at the Parish Center.
770 Deerfield Rd
Highland Park, IL 60035

Thank you!!!
We want to express our sincere thanks to those who
continue their Sunday offering to support IC Parish
during these unprecedented times.
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