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Statement of Cardinal Blase J. Cupich
on the 2020 Election
As we now have the results of the election, it is good to
remember that our strength in America lies in our unity. We
commend all who had the courage to compete in the electoral
process and participate in our democracy. We pray that the
Lord will enlighten and sustain those elected in their service
to all the people of our country. Let us also ask God to free
our hearts of regrets and resentments, of pride and
contemptuousness. Particularly in this time of pandemic, we
must set aside whatever partisan concerns have divided us and
turn our energy and passion to serving the common good. As
Pope Francis has said, “God willing, after all this, we will think
no longer in terms of ‘them’ and ‘those’, but only ‘us.’”

Fr. Mike’s Homiletter – November 15, 2020 Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Scripture: Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31; Psalm 128:1-5; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6;
Matthew 25:14-30
It is a relief to have come to the formal end of the election season, though the fact that we have
such a process, with all its flaws, is something for which we should be grateful. It is now time to
pray for all the candidates – winners and losers. We should pray that the winners fill their
offices with grace and integrity and pray that the losers will learn from their experience and
find other ways of using their talents for the common good.
Our readings this week focus on action. Last week’s readings hinted at the need to be practical,
but this week’s readings are explicit. Our first reading describes the “worthy wife”, though
today that would also include the “worthy house-husband”. The text we hear skips over other
verses outlining a good number of other tasks which our version of “Wonder Woman” performs
with grace and good will. In any case, listening to even a partial inventory of her valuable
qualities is exhausting. But what is most noticeable – and most important - is that she does all
these tasks and fills all these roles with love, and with concern for others outside of her
household. That is what makes her most valuable of all. She is clearly one who is “alert and
sober” awaiting the “day of the Lord” as Paul calls it. She is a child of the light.
The Gospel tells the familiar tale of the talents given to the servants of a stern master going on
a journey. We don’t know exactly how much a “talent” was in Biblical times, but scholars agree
it was a large sum of money. The Master entrusts his funds to his servants after considering
their abilities – he knows their skills. Two of the servants take what they are given and conduct
their master’s business in his absence, successfully as it turns out. Each has doubled his money
when the master returns. The third, confessing his fear of the master, returns only the sum he
received, having carefully preserved it – buried in the ground. The master is angry – what a
surprise! – because the third servant did nothing but look for a risk-free way to get rid of his
burden. The master expected at least minimal effort – he could have put the money in the bank
to earn interest. Interestingly, the third servant seems to have thought safety was the master’s
first concern. It certainly was the servant’s. But the master’s response says otherwise. The
master expected him to take some risks. It almost sounds as though the master would have
been happier if he had invested badly, than not invested at all. In other words, do something!
The Master represents God, the source of all our gifts, including the gift of the Spirit to
encourage and guide us. The talents are all the gifts that we have – each one of us a unique
bundle of skills, attitudes, aptitudes, interests and circumstances. God has a plan for each of us,
and those gifts, talents, have a role to play in our own growth and in the development of God’s
world. The Lord has returned to heaven, leaving his Church as our guide on earth. We are
supposed to use our gifts to go about the Lord’s business until he returns, when we too will be
asked to account for our use of them. Let us all try to be our own version of a “worthy wife” – or
house-husband.
Peace!
Father Mike
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AROUND THE PARISH
NO FORKS, BUT STILL CORKS
Dear fellow parishioners,
For a list of wines for this year’s Corks (no Forks) please
email nhennigan@icparish.org. We’ve covered a wide
range, both as far as origin and as price is concerned. All
wines are at - or below – regular retail price, and our
parish will receive generous ‘commissions’ on all of them.
I hope that many of you will find some wines to your
liking, and order for the upcoming Holidays. If I may
answer any questions, do not hesitate to reach out to me
at 847-736-2130. I have one last request: Knightsbridge’s
offer to ship any order at $10 is very generous, and not a
profitable proposition for them; may I ask you to only use
that option if you order a ‘certain’ amount of wine?
Thanks so much, and God bless!
Hans

Food for Thought…
The Incarnation is the ultimate reason why the service of
God cannot be divorced from the service of men.
-Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship

Join us for our
Thanksgiving Day Mass
Thursday, November 26
9am
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We are looking for someone to help with laundering
and ironing purificators, chalice cloths and towels.
This ministry is not grand or large but a very
necessary ministry which is significant in its’
purpose.
We do not always have to do grand things or things
that are costly. This ministry is not done by priests,
nor the deacon but by dedicated people who would
like to help.
Please search your hearts and pray about this
ministry. If you are able to assist your assistance
would be greatly appreciated. Please contact the
Parish Office at nhennigan@icparish.org or call the
office at 847-433-0130.
Thank you to Elizabeth Podolski!!! Elizabeth has
been doing this ministry and has quiet angel to help
our parish with this.

ONLINE RESOURCES
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Mon-Sat 8 AM to 2 PM
301 South Happ Road
Northfield, IL

Jim Berardi, Parishioner
DiVinci Painters, Inc.
1256 Old Skokie Road - Highland Park, IL

Ph: (847) 446-5444
Text: (847) 447-6446

Call for a free estimate
847-266-1295
www.divincipainters.com

www.threetartsbakery.com

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today!
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

Complete service for your
home’s plumbing system
• Water Heaters

• Leak Detection

• Sump/Ejector Pumps

• Faucet Repair

• Clogged Drains

• Gas Piping

• Backup Systems

• Toilet Repair

• Disposals

• Sewers Televised

• Repiping

• Fixture upgrades

VITICOMPANIES.COM | 847.432.1000

ORPHANS OF
THE STORM
Adopt a Friend for Life
Adoptions
11am-5pm
7 Days

CALL NOW 847-688-0906

847.945.0235
Call on us for full service tree care

2200 RIVERWOODS RD.

Proudly serving the North Shore for over 35 years.
Simo Brothers tree service are experts and provide
quality tree care services you deserve.

RIVERWOODS
www.orphansofthestorm.org
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KELLEY & SPALDING
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATORY

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE

Joseph A. Palminteri Insurance Agency Inc.
Call or visit me today

Family Owned and Operated for
3 Generations

Joseph A. Palminteri, Agent

Dean C. Spalding
James J. Spalding

847-432-5570

(847) 831-4260

475 Roger Williams Ave. • Highland Park

Highland Park, IL

Se Habla Español

LAKE FOREST

Your Hometown Auto Repair For 42 Years

ACUTE CARE

Complete Auto & Truck Repair

“The Doctor Is Always In”

Foreign & Domestic
Emission Testing Repair

Mark Mass, MD

A/C Recharge
Oil Change • Tires • Towing

1025 Everett Road

pasquesiauto@sbcglobal.net

847.234.7950

2086 First St., Highland Park

(847) 433-7795
pieros4pizza.com

Jack Vena
Landscaping
SINCE 1951

Design, Build,
and Maintain

847-433-4862

(847) 432-5266

RICK SHOEMAKER President/Owner

1500 Old Skokie Road
Highland Park, IL 60035
Phone: 847-831-3165
Fax: 847-831-6044

BILL SCHNEEBERGER
PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC
Faux Finishing
Wall Papering
Light Carpentry
Interior/Exterior

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today!
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

847-498-6237
Northbrook

www.billschneeberger.com

Banking for you and
the next generation
www.companionsforseniors.com
affordable non-medical in-home care

Call Sam Tatel: (773) 259-8420

We’ve come a long way over the years.
While we still offer the same friendly
service from our personal bankers, we
now also offer mobile and online banking,
bill pay and so much more. We are the
community bank that grows along with
our community.
At First Bank of Highland Park, we’re
ready to bank with you and the following
generation for years to come.
Contact one of our Bankers today and let
us show you what we can do for you.

HIGHLAND PARK
1835 First Street
847.432.7800

NORTHBROOK
633 Skokie Boulevard
847.272.1300

FIRSTBANKHP.COM
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THANK YOU

We want to express our sincere thanks!!
We rely on the generosity of our parish community to help us cover expenses related to
ministry, maintenance, staffing and other pressing needs.
Our collections are still down from our average Sunday budget.
Please consider using this link to set up an online donation for
Immaculate Conception Parish
https://www.givecentral.org/location/109/event/1292
GiveCentral is a secure online donation platform. Donations can be made as you wish.
A one time donation, monthly or even weekly if you choose.
Donations are also welcome by mailing your donation to the parish
or dropping them in our mail slot at the Parish Center.
770 Deerfield Rd
Highland Park, IL 60035

Thank you!!!
We want to express our sincere thanks to those who
continue their Sunday offering to support IC Parish
during these unprecedented times.
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