
Fourth Sunday of Advent   December 20, 2020 

WEEKEND MASSES: 
SATURDAYS AT 5PM 
SUNDAYS AT 10:30AM 
 

DAILY MASSES: 
TUESDAYS &  
THURSDAYS 8AM 
 

RECONCILIATION: 
SATURDAYS 3:30 - 4:30PM 
 

HOLY HOUR: 
WEDNESDAYS 6 - 7PM 

CONNECT: 

PHONE: (847) 433-0130  
  

ONLINE: 
www.icparish.org 
 

 
THE PARISH OFFICES 
ARE CLOSED UNTIL  
FURTHER NOTICE. 

OUR PARISH MISSION  
STATEMENT: 

 

To be an inspired  
and holy Catholic  
community of faith that 
embraces the challenges 
of being  a vibrant  
parish in today’s  
society. 
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councils 

mass intentions 

Saturday, December 19 
8:00am:  Living and Deceased  
Parishioners of Immaculate  
Conception Parish  
5:00pm:  Otto Cortesi 
Eugene & Cecelia Szymanski 
 

Sunday, December 20 
10:30am:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
Dr. Demetrio Maguigad 
Angelo Valentini 
 

Monday, December 21 
8:00am:  Rev. Raymond McCarthy 
 

Tuesday, December 22 
8:00am:  Rena Menoni 
 
Wednesday, December 23 
8:00am:  Sandra Franko 

Thursday, December 24 
8:00am:  All Deceased Parishioners 
and Family Members  
3:00pm:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
5:00pm:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
10:00pm:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
 

Friday, December 25 
8:00am:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish  
10:30am:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
 

Saturday, December 26 
8:00am:  Gabriel Lopez 
5:00pm:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish  
Jerome Pasquesi 
Ray Geraci 
 

Sunday, December 27 
10:30am:  Giuseppe & Maria De Rose 
Gretchen Callahan 
Garrett Collopy 

 

Tuesday, December 22 

7 PM 



Fr. Mike’s Homiletter – December 20, 2020  Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Scripture:  Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11;  Psalm – Luke 1:46-50, 53-54; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1: 6-8, 19-28 
 

We are at the last Sunday of Advent and many of us may be wondering where the four weeks went.  We may feel 
time pressure to get preparations for our Covid-19 Christmas – whatever that may look like – completed.  The 
theme of the year seems to be uncertainty: we don’t know what will be possible or permitted or on what terms or 
schedule.  But perhaps it would be more helpful to think about what Advent is intended for – preparation - and 
how we still have time to cultivate an Advent spirit.   
 

Our first reading describes King David planning a grand gesture of respect and gratitude to God:  he will build God 
a house to replace the tent which has housed the Ark of the Covenant since Moses’ day.  David means to honor the 
God who has done so much for him, and initially, God’s prophet Nathan encourages him.  But God has other ideas.  
Through Nathan, He promptly sends David a reminder that it is God who has been behind David’s successes, and 
who has plans to do more for him.  God will do the house building, not David.  David gets the message:  our Psalm 
has him promising to acknowledge God’s faithfulness and kindness forever.    
 

Part of God’s plan is recorded in our Gospel:  the angel Gabriel appears to Mary, who is troubled by the angel’s 
greeting – even before he gets to the point.  Gabriel tells Mary that through the Holy Spirit she will bear a child, to 
be named Jesus, who will hold the throne of David and will be called the Son of God.  Mary is puzzled by how all 
this will happen and the angel reminds her of who God is – nothing is impossible for God.  The angel reinforces his 
point by telling Mary that her cousin Elizabeth, beyond child-bearing age, has nonetheless conceived.  Despite her 
concerns and questions, Mary accepts the will of God.  But the rest of the world may not see her unconventional 
situation the same way.  Fortunately for Mary, the angel appears to Joseph in a dream, telling him he should accept 
Mary as his wife for the child is of God.  Both Mary and Joseph will have to live with the consequences of their 
acceptance of God’s will.  How could they do that?  The answer seems to be they were prepared.   
 

They certainly didn’t prepare for the specific events which occurred, but I suspect that over long periods of time, 
they had each cultivated an attitude of trust and humility: they trusted that God knew what He was doing and 
looked for His hand at work in their lives.  They let God be God and accepted their own place as God’s people.  They 
did not try to control the future, but rather to respond to it as God presented it to them.  Jesuit Father Walter Ciszek 
spent 24 years from 1939 to 1963  in Russia – almost 22 of them imprisoned under cruelly inhuman conditions.  
During that  time he ministered to his fellow prisoners to the extent possible, which was a good deal more than we 
might imagine because his fellow prisoners shared his faith and were willing to take risks to live it clandestinely.  
Father Ciszek never complained about the conditions of his confinement – he accepted what God had given him, 
convinced God had prepared him for it and would get him through it.  He felt he was not responsible for what 
happened to him – but he was responsible for how he responded to it.    
 

Mary and Joseph were not responsible for the situation they were in, but they were responsible for how they 
responded.  And aren’t we grateful their response was generous and trusting?  They became the means by which 
God came to earth and redeemed all of us.  As we come to the end of Advent, we can still learn to trust God to be 
God, and practice acceptance of our place in God’s plans.  We may not be responsible for the situations we are in 
this year, but we are responsible for how we respond to them.  What doesn’t go “right” may be God’s idea of a 
better way, a way which helps Him draw good out of a situation which looks like a mess to us.  This may not be the 
Christmas we want, but it may be the Christmas we need.   
 

Perhaps we can practice assuming the things that go wrong are a better way, not a disaster.  We can practice giving 
thanks for what we encounter:  the Christmas tree, even if it is a bit lopsided; the somewhat worn decorations 
which were gifts from old friends and relatives; the crib with patched figures broken by lively children of 
generations past.  We can’t be together in large groups, but we can be grateful for telephones, Facetime, Zoom, etc. 
and for the people willing to put up with the hassle they entail to say “Merry Christmas”.  We can be grateful for 
people we care enough about not to visit because it wouldn’t be safe; for the flour-covered kitchen in which we 
made cookies even though there is no cookie exchange.  Acceptance of what life brings, like Mary and Joseph and 
Fr. Ciszek showed us, will bring us peace.  And that is really what Christmas is all about.   
 

Peace,  
Father Mike   
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On Sunday, 12/13 over 60 PREP 
families gathered for a 
Christmas Sing A Long via 
Zoom. We decided “ the show 
must go on” so Gina played the 
piano from church where Dino 
worked the camera as she led 
us in Christmas hymns and 
carols. It was a different, yet 
magical time for everyone to 
be and sing together. We truly 
felt the magic of the season as 
we journey through Advent 
and await Jesus’ birth.  

 

PREP NEWS 

Classes resume 
1/10/21.  

Everyone from 
PREP wishes you a 
Merry Christmas 
and safe, healthy, 
happy new year!  
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ORPHANS OF 

THE STORM

Adopt a Friend for Life

Adoptions 

11am-5pm

7 Days

847.945.0235

2200 RIVERWOODS RD.

RIVERWOODS

www.orphansofthestorm.org

CALL NOW 847-688-0906

Call on us for full service tree care
Proudly serving the North Shore for over 35 years. 
Simo Brothers tree service are experts and provide 

quality tree care services you deserve.

Jim Berardi, Parishioner 
DiVinci Painters, Inc. 

1256 Old Skokie Road - Highland Park, IL

Call for a free estimate 
847-266-1295 

www.divincipainters.com

Complete service for your  Complete service for your  
home’s plumbing systemhome’s plumbing system

• Water Heaters • Leak Detection

• Sump/Ejector Pumps • Faucet Repair

• Clogged Drains • Gas Piping

• Backup Systems • Toilet Repair

• Disposals • Sewers Televised

• Repiping • Fixture upgrades

Mon-Sat 8 AM to 2 PM

301 South Happ Road 
Northfield, IL

Ph:  (847) 446-5444 
Text:  (847) 447-6446

www.threetartsbakery.com

VITICOMPANIES.COM | 847.432.1000

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE

Joseph A. Palminteri Insurance Agency Inc.
Call or visit me today

Joseph A. Palminteri, Agent

847-432-5570
475 Roger Williams Ave. • Highland Park

Se Habla Español

(847) 433-7795
pieros4pizza.com

KELLEY & SPALDING 
FUNERAL HOME & 

CREMATORY
Family Owned and Operated for 

3 Generations

Dean C. Spalding
James J. Spalding

(847) 831-4260
Highland Park, IL

LAKE FOREST

ACUTE CARE

“The Doctor Is Always In”

Mark Mass, MD

1025 Everett Road

847.234.7950

 Your Hometown Auto Repair For 42 Years

Complete Auto & Truck Repair 
Foreign & Domestic 

Emission Testing Repair

A/C Recharge 
Oil Change • Tires • Towing

pasquesiauto@sbcglobal.net 

2086 First St., Highland Park     847-433-4862

www.companionsforseniors.com

affordable non-medical in-home care

Call Sam Tatel: (773) 259-8420

BILL SCHNEEBERGER 
PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC
 
 Faux Finishing 
 Wall Papering
 Light Carpentry
 Interior/Exterior

847-498-6237
Northbrook 

www.billschneeberger.com

HIGHLAND PARK  
1835 First Street

847.432.7800

NORTHBROOK  
633 Skokie Boulevard

847.272.1300

FIRSTBANKHP.COM

We’ve come a long way over the years. 
While we still offer the same friendly 
service from our personal bankers, we 
now also offer mobile and online banking, 
bill pay and so much more. We are the 
community bank that grows along with 
our community. 

At First Bank of Highland Park, we’re 
ready to bank with you and the following 
generation for years to come.

Contact one of our Bankers today and let 
us show you what we can do for you.

Banking for you and 
the next generation

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

RICK SHOEMAKER President/Owner

1500 Old Skokie Road
Highland Park, IL 60035

Phone: 847-831-3165
Fax: 847-831-6044
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Food for Thought… 
O Mother of our Advent, be with us and see to it that He will 
remain with us in this difficult Advent of the struggles for 
truth and hope, for justice and peace:  He, alone, Emmanuel.   

 
              -Pope St. John Paul II   

God, 

 

You became human through 

the obedience of a simple 

young woman named Mary. 

Mary is our model of faith. 

May we be faithful to your 

word as Mary was.  Give us 

the courage to face each day 

with the yes that Mary gave 

to you.  We ask this through 

the incarnate God, who 

comes to us again during 

this Christmas season. 

 

Amen. 


