
The Epiphany of the Lord         January 3, 2021 

WEEKEND MASSES: 
SATURDAYS AT 5PM 
SUNDAYS AT 10:30AM 
 

DAILY MASSES: 
TUESDAYS &  
THURSDAYS 8AM 
 

RECONCILIATION: 
SATURDAYS 3:30 - 4:30PM 
 

HOLY HOUR: 
WEDNESDAYS 6 - 7PM 

CONNECT: 

PHONE: (847) 433-0130  
  

ONLINE: 
www.icparish.org 
 

 
THE PARISH OFFICES 
ARE CLOSED UNTIL  
FURTHER NOTICE. 

OUR PARISH MISSION  
STATEMENT: 

 

To be an inspired  
and holy Catholic  
community of faith that 
embraces the challenges 
of being  a vibrant  
parish in today’s  
society. 
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serving our parish 

PASTOR 
Fr. Michael F. McMahon 
frmcmahon@icparish.org      

 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Fr. Terrence A. McCarthy 
 
ASSISTING CLERGY 

Fr. Bruce Wren, LC 
bwren@legionaries.org 

 
DEACON 

Louie Vignocchi 
deaconlouie@icparish.org      

 
OPERATIONS MANAGER 

Natalie Hennigan 
 nhennigan@icparish.org 
 
DIR. OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
(PREP) 

Barb Cegielski 
 prepoffice@icparish.org 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 

Mary Nelsen 
mnelsen@comcast.net 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE EMERITA 

Ann Moorman 
 
Co-Directors of Liturgical Music 

Juli Brubaker 
 jbrubaker@icparish.org 
 Gina Masland 

gmasland@icparish.org 
 
BULLETIN EDITOR 

Julie Salako 
bulletin@icparish.org 

 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE STAFF 

Celia Nares 
 cnares@icparish.org  

PARISH COUNCIL 
Julie Harrigan  
Steve Kriss   
Luisa Lara       
Miriam Trogi 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Donna Falzone 
Mark Gryl 
Marc Horner 

councils 

mass intentions 

Saturday, January 2 
8:00am:  Deceased Parishioners of 
Immaculate Conception Parish 
5:00pm:  Martini Families 
 

Sunday, January 3 
10:30am:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
 

Monday, January 4 
8:00am:  Deceased Parishioners of 
Immaculate Conception Parish 
 

Tuesday, January 5 
8:00am:  Ana Cortesi 
 
Wednesday, January 6 
8:00am:  Maria Vena De Rose 

Thursday, January 7 
8:00am:  Margaret Vena 
 

Friday, January 8 
10:30am:  Deceased Parishioners of 
Immaculate Conception Parish 
 

Saturday, January 9 
8:00am:  Deceased Parishioners of 
Immaculate Conception Parish 
5:00pm:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
Romano Bacci 
 

Sunday, January 10 
10:30am:  Gretchen Callahan 
Francine Cabonargi 
 

PRAYER SHAWLS 
 

A Prayer Shawl is a shawl that has been crocheted or knitted in different  
patterns.  It is around 24” by 62” with some being narrower or longer.  They 
can be requested for, or by, anyone experiencing a medical or physical 
need.  They can be blessed and come with a prayer to help comfort and ease 
any suffering.   There is no cost, however, donations can be made to  
purchase more yarn to continue this ministry. 
 
If you would like a Prayer Shawl, arrangements can be made for delivery or 
pickup.  Please contact Mary Roberts at  847-445-7483.  



Fr. Mike’s Homiletter – January 3, 2021   The Epiphany of the Lord 
 
 

Scripture:  Isaiah 60:1-6;  Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13;  Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6;  Matthew 2:1-12 
 
Welcome to 2021!  Many of us will not remember 2020 fondly, and were glad to see it close.  And, inspired by the nice 
clean pages of a 2021 calendar or diary, some of us will consider making one or more “new year’s resolutions” – setting 
goals we want to accomplish before all those diary pages are filled.  The goals we set can be self-directed – lose weight, 
exercise more, learn a new skill, try to understand whatever technology we battled during 2020.  Those goals can also be 
other-directed – spend more time with family, be more active in the Parish, volunteer at the soup kitchen, coach a child’s 
sports team, reconnect or reconcile with a distant relative or friend.  All of those, and many other goals, are worth our 
effort and determination.  But alas, many of them are forgotten by Valentine’s Day, if not Ground Hog Day.   
 
The magi in our Gospel today present a different example.  They arrive in Jerusalem asking for the newborn King of the 
Jews.  Apparently, they ask everyone and everywhere, because they “troubled” King Herod and all Jerusalem with their 
questions.  They are determined.  But they would be after all they have invested in this effort:  they study the stars 
seeking wisdom and knowledge, and they found something worth investigating, involving a new King of the Jews.  They 
didn’t understand the whole story, so they made a long and difficult journey across the desert, and came to Jerusalem to 
seek the information they didn’t have from those who would know more.  Herod, with less than noble of motives, 
mobilizes the Jewish priests and elders, learns the prophecy to which the magi refer, and shares the information with 
them, sending them to verify the location of the newborn king, ostensibly so that Herod could join in their worship.   
 
The magi follow the star further, to Bethlehem, and are overjoyed to find the child Jesus, the object of their quest.  They 
don’t quibble about his surroundings, about the illogic of a king being born in a stable to a poor young couple.  They 
accept the truth they have found, and worship and present their generous gifts.  They have accomplished their mission.  
Yet, they are not naïve – they are warned in a dream that Herod is not what he professes to be, and go back to their own 
countries by a different way – skipping the stop in Jerusalem to advise Herod where he could find the child he saw as a 
rival.  Joseph is also warned in a dream to leave Bethlehem and flee to Egypt, to avoid Herod’s wrath.   
 
Contemplating the magi, I see them as seekers of truth – as we all should be.  They were studying the sources of truth as 
they knew them with sincerity and purpose.  They did not know the Jewish scriptures or faith well, but the little 
information they had impelled them to act.  They picked up and journeyed to learn more.  And they acted collaboratively.  
They recognized that, as we say, three heads would be better than one.  They pooled their knowledge and their resources 
to accomplish their purpose.  Nowhere do we hear that they all agreed 100% on everything, but they worked together to 
accomplish what they could agree on – that star meant something and they were going to do their best to find out what it 
was.  They didn’t assume they had all the answers.  They sought help in Jerusalem to learn more about Jewish scripture 
and prophecy.  Despite their own knowledge, not inconsiderable if it got them to Jerusalem, they were ready to 
acknowledge others might know something they needed.  They did not form preconceived notions of what they would 
find.  They got to Bethlehem and accepted what they found – they didn’t discount Mary and Joseph as not rich or 
powerful enough to have the answer to their questions.  They invested generously and wholeheartedly in their effort.  A 
journey such as theirs took time and energy and money.  And they thought – confidently - to bring the best gifts they 
could think of for this newborn King they hadn’t yet found.  They did not hold back.  I often wonder if the magi’s gifts 
were the resources that Joseph and Mary needed to make the journey to Egypt and safety.    
 
We have resources here in our parish to imitate the generosity and collegial commitment of the magi.  Our effort to 
stream our Christmas Masses is a great example.  In a very short period of time, a group of parishioners pooled 
knowledge and talent to source the equipment, arrange for its installation, check its functionality, and arrange for the 
increased internet capacity needed to stream our Christmas Masses.  Their collaborative actions provided the Parish with 
a continuing capacity to reach more members of our Parish family.  As we begin a new year, I urge all parishioners to be 
like magi when framing their resolutions – ones that will last – for 2021, and ask that at least one of those resolutions 
focus on how you can make IC a parish marked with magi-like energy, trust, generosity and collegiality.   
 
Happy New Year and Peace,  
Father Mike   

3 



Want to automate your contributions? 
 

More and more IC parishioners are logging on to www.GiveCentral.org 
and signing up! If you are not yet giving online, consider making an  
account for easy giving.  
 

Your continued support makes IC possible. Thank you! 

IC PRAYER NETWORK 
If you have a prayer request, please contact Carol Kosirog at  
847-433-3018 or Alma Morelli 847-432-2874 to be placed on the prayer 
list.  First names only are used.  Prayers for those persons are said on a 
daily basis by a number of people of our parish community.  We thank 
them for participation in this wonderful ministry. 
 

Also, if you would like to be a praying member of the network, 
please contact one of the above numbers.   

 

Do you know what happens when we exceed our goal? 
100% of payments in excess of our parish goal* is returned to us 
as a rebate! Parishes pay no Archdiocesan assessment on Annual 
Catholic Appeal Rebates. Thank you for your generosity! 

Donor Count 94 
2020 Goal $33,616.17 

 

Amount Pledged $34,949.52 
Amount Paid $33,114.52 
Balance Due $1,835.00 

AROUND THE PARISH 
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Food for Thought… 
Incarnation 
 
We have hardly thought through the 
immense implications of the mystery 
of the incarnation.  Where is God?  
God is where we are weak, 
vulnerable, small, and dependent.  
God is where the poor are, the 
hungry, the handicapped, the 
mentally ill, the elderly, the 
powerless.  
 
How can we come to know God when 
our focus is elsewhere, on success, 
influence, and power?  …our 
faithfulness will depend on our 
willingness to go where there is 
brokenness, loneliness and human 
need.  
 

-Fr. Henri Nouwen 
From Sabbatical Journey:  
The Diary of his Final Year 

ST. TERESA OF AVILA  
PARISH BOOK CLUB 

 
“Notorious RBG: The Life and Times of  

Ruth Bader Ginsburg” 
by Irin Carmon & Shana Knizhnik 

Thursday, January 21, 2021 
Zoom Meeting  7:00pm 

She was a fierce dissenter with a serious collar game. A legendary, self-
described “flaming feminist litigator” who made the world more equal. 
And an intergenerational icon affectionately known as the Notorious 
RBG. As the nation mourns the loss of Ruth Bader Ginsburg, discover the 
story of a remarkable woman and learn how to carry on her legacy. 
 

Please contact mnelsen@comcast.net to receive the necessary link or 
847-722-2996. 
 

Everyone most welcome to join in this discussion. Many selections  
regarding her life are also available.      

240 Pages 
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ORPHANS OF 

THE STORM

Adopt a Friend for Life

Adoptions 

11am-5pm

7 Days

847.945.0235

2200 RIVERWOODS RD.

RIVERWOODS

www.orphansofthestorm.org

CALL NOW 847-688-0906

Call on us for full service tree care
Proudly serving the North Shore for over 35 years. 
Simo Brothers tree service are experts and provide 

quality tree care services you deserve.

Jim Berardi, Parishioner 
DiVinci Painters, Inc. 

1256 Old Skokie Road - Highland Park, IL

Call for a free estimate 
847-266-1295 

www.divincipainters.com

Complete service for your  Complete service for your  
home’s plumbing systemhome’s plumbing system

• Water Heaters • Leak Detection

• Sump/Ejector Pumps • Faucet Repair

• Clogged Drains • Gas Piping

• Backup Systems • Toilet Repair

• Disposals • Sewers Televised

• Repiping • Fixture upgrades

Mon-Sat 8 AM to 2 PM

301 South Happ Road 
Northfield, IL

Ph:  (847) 446-5444 
Text:  (847) 447-6446

www.threetartsbakery.com

VITICOMPANIES.COM | 847.432.1000

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE

Joseph A. Palminteri Insurance Agency Inc.
Call or visit me today

Joseph A. Palminteri, Agent

847-432-5570
475 Roger Williams Ave. • Highland Park

Se Habla Español

(847) 433-7795
pieros4pizza.com

KELLEY & SPALDING 
FUNERAL HOME & 

CREMATORY
Family Owned and Operated for 

3 Generations

Dean C. Spalding
James J. Spalding

(847) 831-4260
Highland Park, IL

LAKE FOREST

ACUTE CARE

“The Doctor Is Always In”

Mark Mass, MD

1025 Everett Road

847.234.7950

 Your Hometown Auto Repair For 42 Years

Complete Auto & Truck Repair 
Foreign & Domestic 

Emission Testing Repair

A/C Recharge 
Oil Change • Tires • Towing

pasquesiauto@sbcglobal.net 

2086 First St., Highland Park     847-433-4862

www.companionsforseniors.com

affordable non-medical in-home care

Call Sam Tatel: (773) 259-8420

BILL SCHNEEBERGER 
PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC
 
 Faux Finishing 
 Wall Papering
 Light Carpentry
 Interior/Exterior

847-498-6237
Northbrook 

www.billschneeberger.com

HIGHLAND PARK  
1835 First Street

847.432.7800

NORTHBROOK  
633 Skokie Boulevard

847.272.1300

FIRSTBANKHP.COM

We’ve come a long way over the years. 
While we still offer the same friendly 
service from our personal bankers, we 
now also offer mobile and online banking, 
bill pay and so much more. We are the 
community bank that grows along with 
our community. 

At First Bank of Highland Park, we’re 
ready to bank with you and the following 
generation for years to come.

Contact one of our Bankers today and let 
us show you what we can do for you.

Banking for you and 
the next generation

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

RICK SHOEMAKER President/Owner

1500 Old Skokie Road
Highland Park, IL 60035

Phone: 847-831-3165
Fax: 847-831-6044
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