
Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time        January 31, 2021 

WEEKEND MASSES: 
SATURDAYS AT 5PM 
SUNDAYS AT 10:30AM 
 

DAILY MASSES: 
TUESDAYS &  
THURSDAYS 8AM 
 

RECONCILIATION: 
SATURDAYS 3:30 - 4:30PM 
 

HOLY HOUR: 
WEDNESDAYS 6 - 7PM 

CONNECT: 

PHONE: (847) 433-0130  
  

ONLINE: 
www.icparish.org 
 

 
THE PARISH OFFICES 
ARE CLOSED UNTIL  
FURTHER NOTICE. 

OUR PARISH MISSION  
STATEMENT: 

 

To be an inspired  
and holy Catholic  
community of faith that 
embraces the challenges 
of being  a vibrant  
parish in today’s  
society. 

 

SUNDAYS   10:30AM MASS  Watch it live!! 
 

JOIN US BY CLICKING THE LINK:  https://vimeo.com/icparish 
 

Did you miss the live streaming?  Click the link above and watch when you are able to! 
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serving our parish 

PASTOR 
Fr. Michael F. McMahon 
frmcmahon@icparish.org      

 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Fr. Terrence A. McCarthy 
 
ASSISTING CLERGY 

Fr. Bruce Wren, LC 
bwren@legionaries.org 

 
DEACON 

Louie Vignocchi 
deaconlouie@icparish.org      

 
OPERATIONS MANAGER 

Natalie Hennigan 
 nhennigan@icparish.org 
 
DIR. OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
(PREP) 

Barb Cegielski 
 prepoffice@icparish.org 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 

Mary Nelsen 
mnelsen@comcast.net 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE EMERITA 

Ann Moorman 
 
Co-Directors of Liturgical Music 

Juli Brubaker 
 jbrubaker@icparish.org 
 Gina Masland 

gmasland@icparish.org 
 
BULLETIN EDITOR 

Julie Salako 
bulletin@icparish.org 

 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE STAFF 

Celia Nares 
 cnares@icparish.org  

PARISH COUNCIL 
Julie Harrigan  
Steve Kriss   
Luisa Lara       
Miriam Trogi 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Donna Falzone 
Mark Gryl 
Marc Horner 

councils 

mass intentions 

Saturday, January 30 
8:00am:  Living and Deceased  
Parishioners of Immaculate  
Conception Parish 
5:00pm:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
 

Sunday, January 31 
10:30am:  Gretchen Callahan 
Jack O’Leary 
 

Monday, February 1 
8:00am:  Living and Deceased  
Parishioners of Immaculate  
Conception Parish 
 

Tuesday, February 2 
8:00am: Frank Nanini 

Wednesday, February 3 
8:00am:  Garrett Collopy 
 

Thursday, February 4 
8:00am:  Luigi Sorrentino 
 

Friday, February 5 
8:00am:  Deceased Parishioners of 
Immaculate Conception Parish 
 

Saturday, February 6 
8:00am:  Living and Deceased  
Parishioners of Immaculate  
Conception Parish 
5:00pm:  William & Maria Vena 
Jim McCarthy 
Garrett Collopy 
 

Sunday, February 7 
10:30am:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
Anna Cortesi 
Elzbieta Roza Rudzka 

Subscribe to  
Chicago Catholic 
Chicago Catholic is your source for reporting 
and commentary on the Church in Cook and 
Lake counties, as well as across the United 
States and around the world. 
 

Subscribe today and receive 24 issues with 
home delivery of Chicago Catholic, featuring 
Cardinal Blase J. Cupich’s column, original reporting, and commentary 
from writers including: 
 

• Father Donald Senior, C.P., Scripture columnist 
• Kerry Robinson, popular speaker and author 
• Christopher Lamb, Vatican correspondent 
• Father James Keenan, S.J., Boston College moral theologian  

 

PLUS, enjoy Chicago Catholic’s expanded cultural coverage, including  
regular reviews of books, movies, and television.  
 

Visit https://subscribe.chicagocatholic.com/CHI/?f=paid to subscribe. 



Father Mike’s Homiletter – January 31, 2021 Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Scripture:  Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 95:1-2, 6-9; 1 Corinthians 7:32-35; Mark 1:21-28  
 

On Tuesday, as I sit planning this note, I am struck by the beauty of the snowfall outside the window.  True, it slows 
traffic, causes fender-benders, extends commutes, and calls for shoveling when the flakes stop falling, but it also 
beautifies the landscape, and during the snow storm itself, can often be incredibly calm and quiet.  An ideal time 
for savoring a sense of peace, and meditating on the many gifts of our creator.  One of those gifts, brought to mind 
by our readings this Sunday, is the gift of community.   
 

We use the term, derived from the Latin word for “common”, in many contexts these days.  It can refer to facilities 
available to all, e.g., the community center.  But it also refers to a group having common interests or a similar 
identity.  As Christians, that should be us.  We should have a common interest in following the example of Jesus 
Christ, producing in us characteristics which reflect Him, which make Him real and visible in our society.  And we 
should be cultivating that social unity, that sense of community, among ourselves, while inviting others to join us.   
 

Our first reading includes some of Moses’ farewell instructions to the people of Israel as they are about to enter the 
land promised to them by God.  Moses will not go with them, but he reminds them of the covenant they have made 
with God.  The people have paused to renew their commitment before traveling on – knowing that if they do not 
keep faith with God, they will not keep the Promised Land.  Moses’ instructions involve a community code of living: 
many of the Covenant commands are intended to hold them together and reinforce their identity as God’s special 
people.  For example, though not mentioned in our reading, the Israelites were not to charge interest on loans, 
because a loan would only be needed in an emergency, and to charge a member of the community for a loan when 
he was in distress was not appropriate.  It would not strengthen the sense of belonging and communal concern for 
the well-being of each and all.   
 

In another context, Paul is also trying to help the Corinthians understand the call to community.  Corinth was a city 
at a crossroads in the Roman Empire, and many characters and ideas drifted through.  The new Corinthian 
Christians got a bit distracted and competitive about whose state in life was better – married, unmarried, etc.  
Though the excerpt we hear does not fully explain the context, Paul is trying to tell the new Christians that no 
particular state in life is best for everyone, Christianity is not a competition, and becoming a Christian is not a 
reason to abandon commitments they have already made.   At the time, there was a sense that Jesus’ second 
coming was imminent, so Paul is trying to get the Corinthians to focus on what is important, to cultivate a sense of 
community, not to worry about how they could out-do each other in penitential practices.   
 

Jesus too is conscious of community.  He has come to Capernaum, His new home base, His new community, and as 
is His custom, enters the synagogue on the Sabbath.  He begins to teach, and the members of the community are 
struck by the way he teaches – there is something about His manner which seems more authoritative than the 
usual instruction.  (I suspect that we’ve all had one or two teachers who somehow compel interest and attention 
more than others – Jesus must have been like that.)  Present in the synagogue is a man possessed by an unclean 
spirit.  Since such people were normally excluded from society, it’s not clear how or why he was there.  The evil 
spirit senses Jesus’ presence in the community, and he feels – and can’t stand to be in the presence of - Jesus’ 
holiness.  Since most Jews would avoid interaction with an unclean spirit to avoid ritual impurity, the evil spirit 
may expect Jesus to leave him to keep his victim miserable.  How often have we chosen not to see someone or 
something we could help?  Having just been teaching the Scripture, Jesus does not sit back in academic satisfaction 
– He puts the Scripture into action.  He responds to the demon’s taunts – and again, with authority, demands that 
the demon leave his victim and leave the synagogue. The demon convulses the man, but leaves him.  The exit of the 
demon means the man can once again be part of the community, which is even more impressed by Jesus’ power 
and authority.  Needless to say, word gets around the community, and even to wider areas.  A wider community.   
 

Something to think about:  community as a Gospel value.  Something to ask ourselves:  do we tend to think more 
about how different each of us are, or about how we are all part of God’s special community?   
 

Peace,  
Father Mike  
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Food for Thought… 
 

To believe in the faithfulness of God and in his 
church is to believe that he will not let it fall 
asleep, be overwhelmed, lose its vigor and the 
dynamism of its hope.   
 

Jesus-Maria Asurmendi  
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FOR NEW MINISTERS ONLY 

(Adults and Teens)  

 
When: Saturday, February 13, 2021  

Check-In, 8:45 a.m.  

Workshop, 9 a.m. to noon  

Where: Zoom 

Registration: www.vic1chicago.org 

SPONSORED BY THE VICARIATE 1,  
DEANERY ABC MINISTRY COMMISSION 
INFORMATION: mevers@archchicago.org 

Learn the theology,  skills and self-confidence 

to help communicate God’s Word and make it 

come alive for the assembly.  

“The Lord has given me a well-trained tongue,  
That I might know how to answer the weary a 

word that will waken them.” 
- Isaiah 50:4 

D. Todd Williamson is the 
Director of the Office for 
Divine Worship of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago. He is 
a speaker, author and 
liturgist whose ministerial 
experience includes teaching 
and parish pastoral ministry. 
His most recent publications, 
Great is the Mystery, the 
Formational Power of Liturgy, and Guide for 
Celebrating the Rites of Christian Initiation with 
Adults, are published by Liturgy Training 
Publications.  

Celebrate Candlemas Day 
February 2 
 

Candlemas is another name for the feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord. Forty days after His birth, Mary 
and Joseph brought Jesus to the temple for the rites of 
purification and dedication as prescribed by the Torah.  
 

The Presentation is a proclamation of Christ as Lord and 
Savior,  the light who came into this world to dispel sin 
and darkness. For this reason, traditionally candles have 
been blessed at Mass this day that will be used throughout 
the year, hence the name “Candlemas.” 
 
This holy day is also celebrated by Christians throughout 
the world as the end of the Christmas season.  In Hispanic 
nations, tamales are eaten on this day. 
 

Gospel Reading:  Luke 2:22-40 
 

You can read more about Candlemas Day at  
https://catholicstraightanswers.com/candlemas-day/ 
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ORPHANS OF 

THE STORM

Adopt a Friend for Life

Adoptions 

11am-5pm

7 Days

847.945.0235

2200 RIVERWOODS RD.

RIVERWOODS

www.orphansofthestorm.org

CALL NOW 847-688-0906

Call on us for full service tree care
Proudly serving the North Shore for over 35 years. 
Simo Brothers tree service are experts and provide 

quality tree care services you deserve.

Jim Berardi, Parishioner 
DiVinci Painters, Inc. 

1256 Old Skokie Road - Highland Park, IL

Call for a free estimate 
847-266-1295 

www.divincipainters.com

Complete service for your  Complete service for your  
home’s plumbing systemhome’s plumbing system

• Water Heaters • Leak Detection

• Sump/Ejector Pumps • Faucet Repair

• Clogged Drains • Gas Piping

• Backup Systems • Toilet Repair

• Disposals • Sewers Televised

• Repiping • Fixture upgrades

Mon-Sat 8 AM to 2 PM

301 South Happ Road 
Northfield, IL

Ph:  (847) 446-5444 
Text:  (847) 447-6446

www.threetartsbakery.com

VITICOMPANIES.COM | 847.432.1000

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE

Joseph A. Palminteri Insurance Agency Inc.
Call or visit me today

Joseph A. Palminteri, Agent

847-432-5570
475 Roger Williams Ave. • Highland Park

Se Habla Español

(847) 433-7795
pieros4pizza.com

KELLEY & SPALDING 
FUNERAL HOME & 

CREMATORY
Family Owned and Operated for 

3 Generations

Dean C. Spalding
James J. Spalding

(847) 831-4260
Highland Park, IL

LAKE FOREST

ACUTE CARE

“The Doctor Is Always In”

Mark Mass, MD

1025 Everett Road

847.234.7950

 Your Hometown Auto Repair For 42 Years

Complete Auto & Truck Repair 
Foreign & Domestic 

Emission Testing Repair

A/C Recharge 
Oil Change • Tires • Towing

pasquesiauto@sbcglobal.net 

2086 First St., Highland Park     847-433-4862

www.companionsforseniors.com

affordable non-medical in-home care

Call Sam Tatel: (773) 259-8420

BILL SCHNEEBERGER 
PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC
 
 Faux Finishing 
 Wall Papering
 Light Carpentry
 Interior/Exterior

847-498-6237
Northbrook 

www.billschneeberger.com

HIGHLAND PARK  
1835 First Street

847.432.7800

NORTHBROOK  
633 Skokie Boulevard

847.272.1300

FIRSTBANKHP.COM

We’ve come a long way over the years. 
While we still offer the same friendly 
service from our personal bankers, we 
now also offer mobile and online banking, 
bill pay and so much more. We are the 
community bank that grows along with 
our community. 

At First Bank of Highland Park, we’re 
ready to bank with you and the following 
generation for years to come.

Contact one of our Bankers today and let 
us show you what we can do for you.

Banking for you and 
the next generation

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

RICK SHOEMAKER President/Owner

1500 Old Skokie Road
Highland Park, IL 60035

Phone: 847-831-3165
Fax: 847-831-6044



Please Make Your Gift to the 2021 Annual Catholic Appeal  
 
Come, follow me … and bring hope to the world.  
 
Many families in our parish will be receiving the Annual Catholic Appeal mailing 
from Cardinal Cupich. On behalf of those served by the ministries, parishes and 
schools who receive funding from the Appeal, we thank you for your gifts. Please 
return your response as soon as possible.  
 
The Annual Catholic Appeal offers a wonderful opportunity to answer Jesus’ call to 
“Come, follow me … and bring hope to the world.” This is especially important during 
these trying and challenging times. Many in our parishes are affected financially by 
the pandemic, and we encourage giving at all levels to support this initiative.  
 
In addition to providing for ministries and services throughout the archdiocese, the 
Annual Catholic Appeal funds services in our own parish.  
 
When we financially support the work of our parish, our archdiocese and the 
Catholic Church throughout the world, we experience a feeling of deep gratitude, 
especially when we contemplate God’s many gifts to us personally. By sharing our 
wealth through gifts to the 2021 Annual Catholic Appeal, we demonstrate our 
commitment to the Church and each other. 

8   


