
Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time         February 7, 2021 

WEEKEND MASSES: 
SATURDAYS AT 5PM 
SUNDAYS AT 10:30AM 
 

DAILY MASSES: 
TUESDAYS &  
THURSDAYS 8AM 
 

RECONCILIATION: 
SATURDAYS 3:30 - 4:30PM 
 

HOLY HOUR: 
WEDNESDAYS 6 - 7PM 

CONNECT: 

PHONE: (847) 433-0130  
  

ONLINE: 
www.icparish.org 
 

 
THE PARISH OFFICES 
ARE CLOSED UNTIL  
FURTHER NOTICE. 

OUR PARISH MISSION  
STATEMENT: 

 

To be an inspired  
and holy Catholic  
community of faith that 
embraces the challenges 
of being  a vibrant  
parish in today’s  
society. 

 

SUNDAYS   10:30AM MASS  Watch it live!! 
 

JOIN US BY CLICKING THE LINK:  https://vimeo.com/icparish 
 

Did you miss the live streaming?  Click the link above and watch when you are able to! 
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serving our parish 

PASTOR 
Fr. Michael F. McMahon 
frmcmahon@icparish.org      

 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Fr. Terrence A. McCarthy 
 
ASSISTING CLERGY 

Fr. Bruce Wren, LC 
bwren@legionaries.org 

 
DEACON 

Louie Vignocchi 
deaconlouie@icparish.org      

 
OPERATIONS MANAGER 

Natalie Hennigan 
 nhennigan@icparish.org 
 
DIR. OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
(PREP) 

Barb Cegielski 
 prepoffice@icparish.org 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 

Mary Nelsen 
mnelsen@comcast.net 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE EMERITA 

Ann Moorman 
 
Co-Directors of Liturgical Music 

Juli Brubaker 
 jbrubaker@icparish.org 
 Gina Masland 

gmasland@icparish.org 
 
BULLETIN EDITOR 

Julie Salako 
bulletin@icparish.org 

 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE STAFF 

Celia Nares 
 cnares@icparish.org  

PARISH COUNCIL 
Julie Harrigan  
Steve Kriss   
Luisa Lara       
Miriam Trogi 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Donna Falzone 
Mark Gryl 
Marc Horner 

councils 

mass intentions 

Saturday, February 6 
8:00am:  Living and Deceased  
Parishioners of Immaculate  
Conception Parish 
5:00pm:  William & Maria Vena 
Jim McCarthy 
Garrett Collopy 
 

Sunday, February 7 
10:30am:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
Anna Cortesi 
Elzbieta Roza Rudzka 
 

Monday, February 8 
8:00am:  Living and Deceased  
Parishioners of Immaculate  
Conception Parish 
 

Tuesday, February 9 
8:00am: Matthew Lasses 
John Dolan, Sr.  
Frank & Mariangela Benincasa 

Wednesday, February 10 
8:00am:  Maria Ori 
 

Thursday, February 11 
8:00am:  Deceased Parishioners of 
Immaculate Conception Parish 
 

Friday, February 12 
8:00am:  Living and Deceased  
Parishioners of Immaculate  
Conception Parish 
 

Saturday, February 13 
8:00am:  Living and Deceased  
Parishioners of Immaculate  
Conception Parish 
5:00pm:  Margaret Vena 
Vicenzo & Teresina Sorrentino 
 

Sunday, February 14 
10:30am:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
Violetta Lattanzi 

On February 6, 2021, the following students 

experienced their First Reconciliation: 

 



Father Mike’s Homiletter – February 7, 2021 Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Scripture:  Job 7:1-4, 6-7;  Psalm 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; 1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23;  Mark 1:29-39  
 

Well, last Tuesday, I enjoyed watching a few light snow flakes impart a sense of peace to our landscape.  This 
Tuesday, the first heavy snow of the year has transformed the landscape.  Gray, bare ground is now covered with 
pillows of white.  The snow provides insulation for plants, protecting them from winter’s brutally cold 
temperatures and drying winds – sheltering the life which continues underground.   
 

Of course, with the snow comes the “exercise” of shoveling the snow.  In clearing roads and pathways, we 
concentrate on the most useful ones – the ones which get us home, and into the garage and house.  Stores focus on 
getting customers in the door.  Since our time and energy are limited, we only clear the important areas.  A 
worthwhile lesson – focus on the essentials.  Our readings this week contain some striking examples of focusing on 
essentials.   
 

Poor Job has been afflicted with a series of tragedies which are beyond imagination – loss of all his wealth and the 
deaths of all his children.  He himself suffers from boils all over his body.  Our reading contains Job’s response to a 
friend [at least someone will still talk to him], who tries to convince Job that he must have done something to make 
God angry to have incurred such punishment.  Job says no, he has not broken God’s law, but nonetheless, he agrees 
life is hard, the bad parts seem to go on forever, and overall, our lives are really small drops in the sea of time.  Job 
is sad, frustrated, depressed, but he does not blame God.  He does not suggest he is entitled to better treatment 
because he has been faithful.  Job knows an essential truth:  God does not owe us anything, yet even at our poorest 
and most bereft, we have much, and it’s all from God.  Our Psalm summarizes Job’s essential truth:  Praise the Lord, 
for he is good.    
 

Paul offers a different, but similar, story.  He is a man of some substance, a well-educated Pharisee who studied 
with one of the most prominent teachers of the day.  He has made a name for himself among the governing classes, 
since he was authorized to go to Damascus to arrest Christians who persist in following the “new way” founded by 
the crucified troublemaker Jesus of Nazareth.  On his way, Paul is blinded by a vision and spoken to by Jesus 
himself.  Paul listens up and follows directions to a house in Damascus where he is taken in by the very Christians 
he had targeted.  He now knows the true path he should follow:  it is his job to share the Gospel with the Gentiles.  
He does not look for attention, wealth, ease.  He just puts 100% of his effort into his new job.  He is a slave of the 
Gospel and its divine messenger.  Paul is focusing on the essential.   
 

After these lessons on minding the important stuff, we get the example of Jesus himself.  After teaching and healing 
in the synagogue [which we heard about last week], he goes home with Peter and Andrew and James and John, his 
new fisherman-disciples.  Peter’s mother-in-law was at home, in bed, with a fever – something to which we can all 
relate these days!  Of course, Peter tells Jesus immediately why she is not there to welcome him.  Jesus doesn ’t wait 
– someone is in need, so he goes right to her side, helps her up and cures her.  Normally, recovery might require a 
little additional rest, but Mrs. Mother-in-Law is up and about – waiting on them and making them welcome. [I like 
to think Jesus took care of both the fever and the fatigue which usually follows.]  But the Greek word Mark uses in 
describing her revival is one which is also used in the sense of “resurrection.”  After Jesus gives Mrs. Mother-in-
Law new life, she uses it to serve others.  As we all should.  After being given a new life in Baptism, and restored 
through Reconciliation and the Eucharist, we too have new life – and should invest at least some of it in serving 
others.  That is how we make our lives meaningful – rather than something which will leave no trace.  After 
sundown, the end of the Sabbath and its restrictions on activity, the whole town comes to Peter’s door, bringing all 
its problems with it.  More healing and removal of demons.  Then, presumably the whole household gets some rest 
– it’s been quite a busy day.  But Jesus is up early and out in a secluded place where he can pray and commune 
with his Father.  This is his source of power and energy and focus.  Peter and the others come looking for him, to 
tell him everyone else in town is seeking him too.  Jesus could go back to town and enjoy a bit of adulation and 
ease.  But he is focused on another essential – doing the work the Father gave him.  He invites the others, who don’t 
quite understand yet, to join him in going to the other towns of Galilee to share the good news and drive out evil.  
The work of salvation:  another essential which Jesus will not allow to be lost.    
 

I wish you all a week of essential goodness!  Peace,  
Father Mike  
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Food for Thought… 
 
God has created me to do for Him some definite serve; 
He has committed some work to me which He has not 
committed to another. I have my mission....I am a link 
in a chain, a connection between people.  God has not 
created me for nothing.  I shall do good, I shall do His 
work; I shall be a preacher of truth in my own place, 
while not intending it, if I do but keep His 
commandments and serve Him in my calling.   
 

John Cardinal Newman  

Ash Wednesday Schedule 
February 17 

 
8:00AM Mass/Ashes 

12:15PM Prayer Service/Ashes 
7:00PM Mass/Ashes - Live Stream 

Stations on Fridays 
7PM  

 
February 19 
February 26 

March 5 
March 12 
March 19 
March 26 
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FOR NEW MINISTERS ONLY 

(Adults and Teens)  

 
When: Saturday, February 13, 2021  

Check-In, 8:45 a.m.  

Workshop, 9 a.m. to noon  

Where: Zoom 

Registration: www.vic1chicago.org 

SPONSORED BY THE VICARIATE 1,  
DEANERY ABC MINISTRY COMMISSION 
INFORMATION: mevers@archchicago.org 

Learn the theology,  skills and self-confidence 

to help communicate God’s Word and make it 

come alive for the assembly.  

“The Lord has given me a well-trained tongue,  
That I might know how to answer the weary a 

word that will waken them.” 
- Isaiah 50:4 

D. Todd Williamson is the 
Director of the Office for 
Divine Worship of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago. He is 
a speaker, author and 
liturgist whose ministerial 
experience includes teaching 
and parish pastoral ministry. 
His most recent publications, 
Great is the Mystery, the 
Formational Power of Liturgy, and Guide for 
Celebrating the Rites of Christian Initiation with 
Adults, are published by Liturgy Training 
Publications.  
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ORPHANS OF 

THE STORM

Adopt a Friend for Life

Adoptions 

11am-5pm

7 Days

847.945.0235

2200 RIVERWOODS RD.

RIVERWOODS

www.orphansofthestorm.org

CALL NOW 847-688-0906

Call on us for full service tree care
Proudly serving the North Shore for over 35 years. 
Simo Brothers tree service are experts and provide 

quality tree care services you deserve.

Jim Berardi, Parishioner 
DiVinci Painters, Inc. 

1256 Old Skokie Road - Highland Park, IL

Call for a free estimate 
847-266-1295 

www.divincipainters.com

Complete service for your  Complete service for your  
home’s plumbing systemhome’s plumbing system

• Water Heaters • Leak Detection

• Sump/Ejector Pumps • Faucet Repair

• Clogged Drains • Gas Piping

• Backup Systems • Toilet Repair

• Disposals • Sewers Televised

• Repiping • Fixture upgrades

Mon-Sat 8 AM to 2 PM

301 South Happ Road 
Northfield, IL

Ph:  (847) 446-5444 
Text:  (847) 447-6446

www.threetartsbakery.com

VITICOMPANIES.COM | 847.432.1000

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE

Joseph A. Palminteri Insurance Agency Inc.
Call or visit me today

Joseph A. Palminteri, Agent

847-432-5570
475 Roger Williams Ave. • Highland Park

Se Habla Español

(847) 433-7795
pieros4pizza.com

KELLEY & SPALDING 
FUNERAL HOME & 

CREMATORY
Family Owned and Operated for 

3 Generations

Dean C. Spalding
James J. Spalding

(847) 831-4260
Highland Park, IL

LAKE FOREST

ACUTE CARE

“The Doctor Is Always In”

Mark Mass, MD

1025 Everett Road

847.234.7950

 Your Hometown Auto Repair For 42 Years

Complete Auto & Truck Repair 
Foreign & Domestic 

Emission Testing Repair

A/C Recharge 
Oil Change • Tires • Towing

pasquesiauto@sbcglobal.net 

2086 First St., Highland Park     847-433-4862

www.companionsforseniors.com

affordable non-medical in-home care

Call Sam Tatel: (773) 259-8420

BILL SCHNEEBERGER 
PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC
 
 Faux Finishing 
 Wall Papering
 Light Carpentry
 Interior/Exterior

847-498-6237
Northbrook 

www.billschneeberger.com

HIGHLAND PARK  
1835 First Street

847.432.7800

NORTHBROOK  
633 Skokie Boulevard

847.272.1300

FIRSTBANKHP.COM

We’ve come a long way over the years. 
While we still offer the same friendly 
service from our personal bankers, we 
now also offer mobile and online banking, 
bill pay and so much more. We are the 
community bank that grows along with 
our community. 

At First Bank of Highland Park, we’re 
ready to bank with you and the following 
generation for years to come.

Contact one of our Bankers today and let 
us show you what we can do for you.

Banking for you and 
the next generation

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

RICK SHOEMAKER President/Owner

1500 Old Skokie Road
Highland Park, IL 60035

Phone: 847-831-3165
Fax: 847-831-6044



Please Make Your Gift to the 2021 Annual Catholic Appeal  
 
Come, follow me … and bring hope to the world  
 
I invite you to spend some time this week reflecting on the Annual 
Catholic Appeal materials you should have received in your bulletin or 
in the mail. The Annual Catholic Appeal is much different than a one-
time special collection: It is a pledged commitment to make a gift over 
time. Your pledge can be made payable in installments.  
 
Each pledge makes a difference because all parishes participate in the 
campaign and the gifts of many enable our archdiocese to deliver needed 
ministries and services to answer the call of Jesus to “Come, follow me … 
and bring hope to the world.”  
 
If you received your pledge form in the mail, please complete it and mail 
it back. This year, we also encourage our parishioners to make their 
Annual Catholic Appeal gifts online: http://annualcatholicappeal.com 
or text the word “ACA2021” to Phone number: 345345. 
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