
First Sunday of Lent       February 21, 2021 

CONNECT: 

PHONE: (847) 433-0130  
  

ONLINE: 
www.icparish.org 
 

 
THE PARISH OFFICES 
ARE CLOSED UNTIL  
FURTHER NOTICE. 

OUR PARISH MISSION  
STATEMENT: 

 

To be an inspired  
and holy Catholic  
community of faith that 
embraces the challenges 
of being  a vibrant  
parish in today’s  
society. 

 

SUNDAYS    
10:30AM MASS   
Watch it live!! 

 

JOIN US  BY  
CLICKING THE LINK:   

https://vimeo.com/icparish 
 

Did you miss the live  
streaming?  Click the link above and 

watch when you are able to! 

WEEKEND MASSES: 
SATURDAYS AT 5PM 
SUNDAYS AT 10:30AM 
 

DAILY MASSES: 
TUESDAYS &  
THURSDAYS 8AM 
 

RECONCILIATION: 
SATURDAYS 3:30 - 4:30PM 
 

HOLY HOUR: 
WEDNESDAYS 6 - 7PM 
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serving our parish 

PASTOR 
Fr. Michael F. McMahon 
frmcmahon@icparish.org      

 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Fr. Terrence A. McCarthy 
 
ASSISTING CLERGY 

Fr. Bruce Wren, LC 
bwren@legionaries.org 

 
DEACON 

Louie Vignocchi 
deaconlouie@icparish.org      

 
OPERATIONS MANAGER 

Natalie Hennigan 
 nhennigan@icparish.org 
 
DIR. OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
(PREP) 

Barb Cegielski 
 prepoffice@icparish.org 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 

Mary Nelsen 
mnelsen@comcast.net 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE EMERITA 

Ann Moorman 
 
Co-Directors of Liturgical Music 

Juli Brubaker 
 jbrubaker@icparish.org 
 Gina Masland 

gmasland@icparish.org 
 
BULLETIN EDITOR 

Julie Salako 
bulletin@icparish.org 

 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE STAFF 

Celia Nares 
 cnares@icparish.org  

PARISH COUNCIL 
Julie Harrigan  
Steve Kriss   
Luisa Lara       
Miriam Trogi 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Donna Falzone 
Mark Gryl 
Marc Horner 

councils 

mass intentions 

Saturday, February 20 
8:00am:  Living and Deceased  
Parishioners of Immaculate  
Conception Parish 
5:00pm:  Parishioners of Immaculate  
Conception Parish 
 

Sunday, February 21 
10:30am:  Otto Cortesi 
Gretchen Callahan 
 

Monday, February 22 
8:00am:  Ida Santi 
 

Tuesday, February 23 
8:00am: Loretta Manfredini 
Eda Nunez 

Wednesday, February 24 
8:00am:  Maria & Luigi Police 
 

Thursday, February 25 
8:00am:  Mario Marsiglio 
Sor Maria Rosa 
 

Friday, February 26 
8:00am:  Deceased Parishioners of 
Immaculate Conception Parish 
 

Saturday, February 27 
8:00am:  Betty Lou Shoemaker 
5:00pm:  William E. Burns 
Ray Geraci 
Barbara Stephens 
 

Sunday, February 28 
10:30am:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
Melinda Henson 
Rudy Cuassay 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunrise Assisted Living in Highland Pk. is running a drive to collect clothing 
items for women, teens  and children who are escaping from abuse domestic 
abuse situation.  Many leave with just the clothes on their back so any 
clothing, shoes, etc.  that you may no longer need, would be appreciated.   
There are bins for collection outside the main entrance to Sunrise (plastic 
bags probably best for drop off ).  The organization handling the donations 
is  called "Wings" and  picks up the items each week.  The drive will end on 
February 24th. 
 

Anything that you may have would be appreciated.   If you need a tax slip, 
just ring the bell and one will be given to you. 



Father Mike’s Homiletter – February 21, 2021 First Sunday of Lent 
 

Scripture:  Genesis 9:8-15;  Psalm 25:4-9;  1 Peter 3:18-22;   Mark 1:12-15 
 
Once again, snow has dominated our weather, and our thinking, this week.  While ultra-cold temperatures usually 
mean less snow, this week has certainly been the exception which proves the rule.  I enjoy the silence of a snow 
fall, and find it says interesting things about God.  Science tells us every snow flake is different, so snow brings to 
mind an image of God taking care to think up a different pattern for every single snow flake.  Why would He do 
that?  To add beauty to our world and give us a sense of fun and joy.  And to tell us something about Himself.   
 
In our first reading, God pushes the “reboot” button with humankind and with Noah after the flood.  Having wiped 
out the entire world in a flood (except for Noah and his companions on the ark), God makes a new covenant with 
Noah and all living beings:  never again will a flood devastate the earth.  But Noah and his family, eight in all, start 
again in a new world, one washed clean.  As St. Peter tells us in the second reading, this is much like the new start 
we all have in Baptism.  Yet it is not just about washing away physical dirt and dust:  it is about seeking a clear 
conscience, a new way of seeing the world.  In our Gospel, St. Mark describes a similar process for Jesus:  just after 
His baptism, He is “driven” into the desert by the Spirit, to ready Himself for the mission ahead.  He is tempted by 
Satan, who would like to de-rail His preparations, but He is also supported by angels, while surrounded by wild 
beasts.   
 
These are familiar images at the beginning of Lent, ones many of us have encountered before, perhaps often 
enough to find them boring or meaningless.  “Turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel.”  As John Shea 
points out in an essay on our Gospel, turning away from sin is not enough; we need to turn to something positive.  
This year, the concept which catches my imagination may be an unusual one:  Jesus alone in the desert.  We 21st 
century citizens of the world don’t think much of being alone:  we feel obligated to be available and in contact with 
work, friends, family and others 24/7.  We keep televisions, radios, computer news feeds in the background much 
of the time, and walk around wearing some form of ear piece so we can listen to our particular brand of musical 
anesthesia while getting the car washed, walking to the train station, traveling to work, doing our grocery 
shopping.  During our Covid-19 quarantine of whatever form, the most frequent complaint has been about 
isolation – being alone.  Even within our family “germ pods”, many still feel alone because they can’t see their 
friends.  Why are we so afraid of being alone?  Are we afraid we might have to think?  About who we are?  About 
the life we lead?  Are we actually hiding from God amid all the busy-ness?   
 
One positive practice to which we can turn during Lent is to practice being alone with God for a few minutes each 
day.  It does not need to be long:  ten or fifteen minutes, even five minutes if that’s all there are.  It does not need to 
be busy with formal prayer or devotion:  no rosary, no novena.  (This is not a race to fill the air with Hail Marys.)  
Just be quiet with your Divine Friend, perhaps with a cup of coffee, leaving the door of your mind open for the 
Holy Spirit to enter.  It could be on the train, or during a lunch break.  It could be getting up ten minutes early or 
going to bed ten minutes later, but whatever it is, it should be purposeful, meaning you empty your brain of 
everything else.  (It doesn’t seem likely that Jesus spent His forty days in the desert figuring out which town He 
would visit in what order.)  You don’t have to have an agenda, though you could present an issue to God as one that 
troubles you, but this is not the time for you to try to solve the problem.  Practice being at peace, being open to 
whatever God might present to you, including nothing at that moment.  If He can spend time on each individual 
snowflake, He will certainly have time for you, and He will know how to spend your time together to get the most 
out of it.  Jesus was not afraid to spend forty days alone with His Father – we hear how He kept trying to get more 
“alone” time with the Father throughout the Gospels.  He knows it takes getting used to – but what a Lenten gift:  
fasting from noise, praying quietly on a regular basis, giving back to our Creator some of the time He gave us.   
 
I wish you all a peaceful, noise-free Lent!    
Father Mike  
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Food for Thought… 
 
 

When...the earth was flooded, Wisdom again 
saved it, piloting the righteous man on frailest 
wood.   

Wisdom 10:4 

 

Stations on Fridays 
7PM 

 

February 26 
March 5 

March 12 
March 19 
March 26 

Sign up for Stations of the Cross here: 
http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/904054ea4ad28a1f49-masses 

Lenten Regulations 
(Ash Wednesday - Good Friday) 

 
Abstinence from meat is to be  
observed by all Catholics 14 years  
old and older on all the Fridays of 
Lent. 
 
The special Paschal fast, as well as  
abstinence, are prescribed for Good 
Friday and encouraged for Holy  
Saturday. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Daily Reflections of Lent -  

Not by Bread Alone 
 

eFormats are currently available for  
purchase if you are interested: 

 

https://litpress.org/Products/6424/Not-By-
Bread-Alone 



PREP 
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On Thursday evening 2/11, many of our PREP First Communion students gathering for a virtual banner making 
event and pizza dinner.  
 

As you’ll see, the creations and gluing in progress below led to a reveal of the children’s final First Communion  
banner. The children shared their favorite parts of their banner which included the doves, cross, and bread.  
 

Families who ordered pizza from Piero’s were treated to a generous discount. 
 

A big thank you to all our catechists, students, families and Piero's for making this evening so special and engaging.  
 

We all felt the love from each other and Jesus ahead of Valentine’s Day.  
 

The children will be able to enjoy their banner at home in anticipation of their First Communion Day 5.8.21.   

The Zoom became very quiet while everyone was 
deep in creative thoughts and gluing!   

The banner 
reveal!   
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ORPHANS OF 

THE STORM

Adopt a Friend for Life

Adoptions 

11am-5pm

7 Days

847.945.0235

2200 RIVERWOODS RD.

RIVERWOODS

www.orphansofthestorm.org

CALL NOW 847-688-0906

Call on us for full service tree care
Proudly serving the North Shore for over 35 years. 
Simo Brothers tree service are experts and provide 

quality tree care services you deserve.

Jim Berardi, Parishioner 
DiVinci Painters, Inc. 

1256 Old Skokie Road - Highland Park, IL

Call for a free estimate 
847-266-1295 

www.divincipainters.com

Complete service for your  Complete service for your  
home’s plumbing systemhome’s plumbing system

• Water Heaters • Leak Detection

• Sump/Ejector Pumps • Faucet Repair

• Clogged Drains • Gas Piping

• Backup Systems • Toilet Repair

• Disposals • Sewers Televised

• Repiping • Fixture upgrades

Mon-Sat 8 AM to 2 PM

301 South Happ Road 
Northfield, IL

Ph:  (847) 446-5444 
Text:  (847) 447-6446

www.threetartsbakery.com

VITICOMPANIES.COM | 847.432.1000

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE

Joseph A. Palminteri Insurance Agency Inc.
Call or visit me today

Joseph A. Palminteri, Agent

847-432-5570
475 Roger Williams Ave. • Highland Park

Se Habla Español

(847) 433-7795
pieros4pizza.com

KELLEY & SPALDING 
FUNERAL HOME & 

CREMATORY
Family Owned and Operated for 

3 Generations

Dean C. Spalding
James J. Spalding

(847) 831-4260
Highland Park, IL

LAKE FOREST

ACUTE CARE

“The Doctor Is Always In”

Mark Mass, MD

1025 Everett Road

847.234.7950

 Your Hometown Auto Repair For 42 Years

Complete Auto & Truck Repair 
Foreign & Domestic 

Emission Testing Repair

A/C Recharge 
Oil Change • Tires • Towing

pasquesiauto@sbcglobal.net 

2086 First St., Highland Park     847-433-4862

www.companionsforseniors.com

affordable non-medical in-home care

Call Sam Tatel: (773) 259-8420

BILL SCHNEEBERGER 
PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC
 
 Faux Finishing 
 Wall Papering
 Light Carpentry
 Interior/Exterior

847-498-6237
Northbrook 

www.billschneeberger.com

HIGHLAND PARK  
1835 First Street

847.432.7800

NORTHBROOK  
633 Skokie Boulevard

847.272.1300

FIRSTBANKHP.COM

We’ve come a long way over the years. 
While we still offer the same friendly 
service from our personal bankers, we 
now also offer mobile and online banking, 
bill pay and so much more. We are the 
community bank that grows along with 
our community. 

At First Bank of Highland Park, we’re 
ready to bank with you and the following 
generation for years to come.

Contact one of our Bankers today and let 
us show you what we can do for you.

Banking for you and 
the next generation

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

RICK SHOEMAKER President/Owner

1500 Old Skokie Road
Highland Park, IL 60035

Phone: 847-831-3165
Fax: 847-831-6044
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Community: the Antidote to the Virus 
Wednesday, February 3, 2021 
 

On Jan. 30, Pope Francis spoke about the isolation and sense of loneliness caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. He observed that the virus has “dug into the living 
fabric of our existence, fueling fears, suspicions, mistrust and uncertainty.” How 
true it is. 
 

We have witnessed how those deep visceral responses have invaded our political 
life, creating unrest and violence. Gun sales have skyrocketed in Illinois since 
March, as gun-transfer requests in 2020 spiked 44%, according to Illinois State 
Police. Indeed, the pandemic has bred the additional viruses of division, fear and 
even panic. 
 

Yet, the pope urges, we must learn the lesson that this moment of crisis has taught 
us: “The only way to get out of a crisis better is to get out of a crisis together,  
re-embracing with more conviction the community in which we live.” 
 

What makes Pope Francis’ remarks all the more noteworthy is that they came on 
the occasion of his address to members of the National Catechistic Office of the 
Italian Bishops’ Conference, as it celebrates its 60th anniversary. He took this moment to urge that the need to place community 
at the center of all we do has much to say about how we are to carry on as a church, especially as we pass on its teachings. 
 

“This is not the time for elitist strategies. … The great community,” the pope continued, is “the holy faithful people of God. We 
cannot go on outside the holy faithful people of God, who — as the [Second Vatican] Council says — are infallible in believing.” 
Elitism “distances you from the people of God, perhaps with sophisticated formulas, but you lose that membership of the church 
that is the holy faithful people of God,” the pope said. 
 

The message is clear. We all must listen to one another in the church, and no person or group can claim to have all the answers. 
The task before us is to pave the way in the church for all to participate. This is not a time to discard those who disagree or have 
not yet come to a full understanding and acceptance of what the church teaches. Rather, this is a time to cultivate an ethic of 
genuine listening, of broadening participation in the life of the church — both as a path toward a more unified community of 
faith, and as a means of escaping isolation of several kinds. 
 

As the Holy Father observed, this is “the time to be artisans of open communities” and “missionaries” of “communities that look 
disappointed young people in the eye, that welcome strangers and give hope to the distrusted. … It is the time of community that, 
like the Good Samaritan, knows how to be close to those who are wounded by life, to bandage their wounds with compassion.” 
 

His words bring to mind the homily of St. Pope Paul VI, given on the occasion of my classmates’ ordination to the priesthood in 
St. Peter’s Square on Jan. 29, 1975. He urged the hundreds of priests he ordained that day: “Know how to welcome as an 
invitation the very reproach that perhaps, and often unjustly, the world throws against the messenger of the Gospel! Know how 
to listen to the cry of the poor, the candid voice of the child, the pensive cry of youth, the lament of the weary worker, the sigh of 
the sufferer and the criticism of the thinker! Never be afraid! ‘Nolite timere!’ the Lord repeated. The Lord is with you.” 
 

Pope Francis continues this same message in our day by putting the word “synodality” at the centerpiece of his service as 
pontiff . Synodality, rather than a process of decision-making, describes the nature of the church. 
 

For the church to be true to its nature, circumstances must be created to allow all its members to take co-responsibility by 
sharing their talents in a bond of mutual communion and respect. Or, as the Holy Father noted in his address celebrating the 
50th anniversary of the Synod of Bishops (Oct. 17, 2015), “The ‘sensus fidei’ [the appreciation of the faith by the faithful] prevents 
a rigid separation between an ‘ecclesia docens’ and an ‘ecclesia discerns’ [a teaching and learning church], since the flock 
likewise has an instinctive ability to discern the new ways that the Lord is revealing to the church.”  
 

That includes young people, women and men, critics, those who suffer injustice and live at the margins of society. This is a time 
to build bridges so that community life can flourish, even if there are still unsettled tensions and different points of view, for it is 
in this space that God’s grace is often given. Everyone must be included in charting a path forward, as opposed to selecting who 
remains and who is cast out. 
 

The pope is right. The pandemic has left us isolated, fearful and suspicious of one another. This virus has dug deeply “into the 
living fabric of our existence,” as he noted. All the more reason for us as a church to be vigilant so that this infection will not 
invade the life of the church by leaving us suspicious or mistrusting of one another. The only antidote to this virus of division is 
one that Jesus himself prayed for on the night before he died — “that they may be one.” It is community, our shared life together, 
that must be the core value we pursue and promote. 
 

 


