
Second Sunday of Lent       February 28, 2021 

CONNECT: 

PHONE: (847) 433-0130  
  

ONLINE: 
www.icparish.org 
 

 
THE PARISH OFFICES 
ARE CLOSED UNTIL  
FURTHER NOTICE. 

OUR PARISH MISSION  
STATEMENT: 

 

To be an inspired  
and holy Catholic  
community of faith that 
embraces the challenges 
of being  a vibrant  
parish in today’s  
society. 

SUNDAYS    
10:30AM MASS   
Watch it live!! 

WEEKEND MASSES: 
SATURDAYS AT 5PM 
SUNDAYS AT 10:30AM 
 

DAILY MASSES: 
TUESDAYS &  
THURSDAYS 8AM 
 

RECONCILIATION: 
SATURDAYS 3:30 - 4:30PM 
 

HOLY HOUR: 
WEDNESDAYS 6 - 7PM 

JOIN US  BY  
CLICKING THE LINK:   

https://vimeo.com/icparish 
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serving our parish 

PASTOR 
Fr. Michael F. McMahon 
frmcmahon@icparish.org      

 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Fr. Terrence A. McCarthy 
 
ASSISTING CLERGY 

Fr. Bruce Wren, LC 
bwren@legionaries.org 

 
DEACON 

Louie Vignocchi 
deaconlouie@icparish.org      

 
OPERATIONS MANAGER 

Natalie Hennigan 
 nhennigan@icparish.org 
 
DIR. OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
(PREP) 

Barb Cegielski 
 prepoffice@icparish.org 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 

Mary Nelsen 
mnelsen@comcast.net 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE EMERITA 

Ann Moorman 
 
Co-Directors of Liturgical Music 

Juli Brubaker 
 jbrubaker@icparish.org 
 Gina Masland 

gmasland@icparish.org 
 
BULLETIN EDITOR 

Julie Salako 
bulletin@icparish.org 

 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE STAFF 

Celia Nares 
 cnares@icparish.org  

PARISH COUNCIL 
Julie Harrigan  
Steve Kriss   
Luisa Lara       
Miriam Trogi 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Donna Falzone 
Mark Gryl 
Marc Horner 

councils 

mass intentions 

Saturday, February 27 
8:00am:  Betty Lou Shoemaker 
5:00pm:  William E. Burns 
Ray Geraci 
Barbara Stephens 
 

Sunday, February 28 
10:30am:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
Melinda Henson 
Rudy Cuassay 
 

Monday, March 1 
8:00am:  Frank Nanini 
 

Tuesday, March 2 
8:00am: Martini Families 
 

Wednesday, March 3 
8:00am:  Anne Marie Caponigri 
 

Thursday, March 4 
8:00am:  Giuseppe De Rose 
Peter Marra 
 

Friday, March 5 
8:00am:  Irene Tazioli 
 

Saturday, March 6 
8:00am:  Living and Deceased  
Parishioners of Immaculate  
Conception Parish 
5:00pm:  Ray Geraci 
Marge Vena 
Barbara Stephens 
 

Sunday, March 7 
10:30am:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish  
Anna Cortesi 



Father Mike’s Homiletter – February 28, 2021 Second Sunday of Lent 
 

Scripture:  Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; Psalm 116:10, 15-19;  Romans 8:31b-34;  Mark 9:2-10 
 
We’re now a year into Covid-time, and most of us could not have imagined it lasting this long when it started last 
March.  Slowly, vaccines (a miracle of scientific speed themselves) are starting to be distributed more widely, with 
plans to inoculate everyone who is willing over the next few months.  Most of us don’t understand the science 
behind the vaccination, but we trust that it will protect us.  Last year, we would have said we couldn’t tolerate the 
Covid restrictions for more than three or four months, and we have now survived an entire year, finding safe ways 
to do things.  Many exercises in creativity, adaptation, and kindness.  Just the other day, I saw an article about a 
computer-savvy teen who has helped over 100 electronically-challenged senior citizens schedule vaccinations, 
undoubtedly trusting him with some critical personal information.  Perhaps the real Covid lesson has been how 
much we need each other.     
 
Our readings this week had me focused on trust.  God tells Abraham to take his son to a mountain place God will 
point out and offer him as a holocaust.  Abraham never expected to have a son:  at a time when he and his wife 
Sarah were well past child-bearing, three angels visited Abraham, were received with generous hospitality in the 
best traditions of the desert, and upon leaving, promised to return in a year, when Sarah would have a son.  Sarah 
actually laughed at the idea, but lo and behold, comes Isaac!  God promises Abraham his descendents will be as 
numerous as the sands of the beach.  The command to sacrifice Isaac would seem to negate that promise, not to 
mention break Abraham’s heart.  Yet, he gathers the needed materials and goes with Isaac to the appointed place.  
In verses we do not hear, Isaac asks his father where is the sacrifice itself, since they brought no goat or lamb.  
Abraham replies that God will provide, and keeps putting one foot in front of the other.  He builds the altar of 
sacrifice, piles up the wood, takes his knife, and at the last moment, an angel tells him to stop.  Abraham trusted 
that God would find a way through what had to be devastating to Abraham, and he did not feel he had to find a 
solution himself.  He trusted God would be God, and didn’t feel any need to be God himself.   
 
In our Gospel, Mark describes Jesus’ transfiguration on Mount Tabor, in front of Peter, James and John.  Jesus is 
transformed into a figure of shining white light, brighter than anything imaginable, seemingly changed into 
another state of being.  The Father repeats the statement He made after Jesus’ Baptism by John the Baptist: “This is 
my beloved Son, listen to Him.”  (Remember, Peter, James and this John would not have been at the Baptism, so this 
is a first hearing for them.)  Peter understands – to a point: “Lord, it is good for us to be here.”  Then, probably 
feeling awkward and not knowing what else to say (like many of us when we are overwhelmed), he fills in the gap 
by offering to do something – when he should just be still and absorb, even wallow, in the vision.  But Peter is, after 
all, human.  Then, suddenly, all was back to “normal”, and they were coming down the mountain.  As He has in 
several of our recent readings, Jesus instructs the Apostles not to tell anyone what they saw until after He has risen 
from the dead.  For the first time in our recent readings, Jesus is obeyed:  they kept the matter to themselves, but 
they did talk among themselves, trying to figure out what “rising from the dead” meant.  The three Apostles had 
trusted when they followed Jesus, but now they really had to trust, because they now knew Jesus was no ordinary 
itinerant preacher.  If the wonders they had already seen were not enough, they now had confirmation that 
something really big was on the horizon, and they just had to go along and trust.  They understood that they did not 
understand, but they could trust.  They let Jesus be Jesus, and they trusted.   
 
St. Paul’s reading gives us the key:  if God did not spare His own Son, His own Self, but handed Him over for our 
salvation, how could we think He would hold back anything else?  Why would He not give us anything and 
everything else we needed to participate in His plan of salvation?  The God who would offer up His own Son would 
hardly be playing a game of ‘gotcha’ with the very targets of His plan of salvation.  Just trust.  Even our Psalm 
repeats the message:  I believed, even when I was “greatly afflicted.”  In what parts of our lives do we need to let 
God be God, and learn how to trust?   
 
Peace,  
Father Mike  
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Food for Thought… 
 

God is transforming the world right this very 
moment through us because God believes in us 
and because God loves us.   

 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu  

 

Stations on Fridays 
7PM 

 

March 5 
March 12 
March 19 
March 26 

Sign up for Stations of the Cross here: 
http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/904054ea4ad28a1f49-masses 

Lenten Regulations 
(Ash Wednesday - Good Friday) 

 
Abstinence from meat is to be  
observed by all Catholics 14 years  
old and older on all the Fridays of 
Lent. 
 
The special Paschal fast, as well as  
abstinence, are prescribed for Good 
Friday and encouraged for Holy  
Saturday. 

Daily Reflections of Lent -  
Not by Bread Alone 

 

eFormats are currently available 
for purchase if you are  

interested: 
 

https://litpress.org/
Products/6424/Not-By-Bread-

Alone 

A Spiritual Journey Through Lent 
Night of Reflection in Church 

March 2 at 7pm 
March 23 at 7pm 

 

Registration required 
Event will be Livestreamed and Recorded. 

Sign up here: https://
www.signupgenius.com/

go/904054ea4ad28a1f49-spiritual 

 
 
 

Reconciliation  
Saturdays from 3:30 to 4:30   

February 27 
March 6 

March 13 



PREP 
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On Wednesday evenings we have PREP classes for our 6-8 grade students. On Ash Wednesday, we asked all our 
students to tune in via live stream or to attend mass in person if possible. Pictured below is Father McMahon 
during his homily posing a question to our 6-8 graders. He asked, "How are you going to draw 
closer to God during Lent though prayer, generosity, and fasting?" 
 

Below are some replies from our student: 

 I will draw closer to God by speaking with 
him, for just a bit every day. I may fast a little, 
but I’m not really good at fasting. However, I 
will have my daily prayers and talk to God. I 
will also try to be kinder to others, doing good 
deeds for them and helping them with things 
they need.- Liam Butler Gr. 7  

By using electronics less (fasting) and spending 
more time with my family. Also, my family and I 
went to Goodwill and donated things we no  
longer needed. I will spend more time praying 
each day too. Raenier Ampon Gr. 8 

I think the best way to give something up for  
Jesus is by taking more of my time to pray and to 
respect his being. Cameron Wiswald Gr. 6  By means of: 

Prayer - Praying every 
single night to give 
thanks to God for me and 
my family’s life, health 
and well-being. 
Generosity - Spreading 
positivity and kindness 
around my family, 
friends and community. 
Being helpful at school, 
at home doing chores for 
my mom. Donating for 
good causes. 
Fasting - Reducing my 
screen time and  
spending more quality 
time with my family. 
Not spending money on 
things that I don’t need.  
This Lent my goal is to 
do at least one good deed 
a day for somebody.  
Luis Gomez Gr. 8 

The answer that I have towards Fr. McMahon 
question would be sacrificing candy and most 
sweets as well as helping grandparents, doing 
chores, making breakfast and lunch sometimes 
for the family. Doing tiny favors in school and 
helping the community. In addition to that, 
getting good grades, doing community service 
hours and being the best person I can be  
during tough times and during lent.   
Declan McDonough Gr. 8  

 I will try my best to  
completely rid my life of 
swearing and cussing, and I 
will more often pray, in the 
morning when I wake up, 
and in the night when I go to 
bed. And I will feel calm and 
peaceful knowing that God, 
no matter what, will always 
listen to me, and love me.  
Charlie Kellogg Gr. 8  

Every day whether it be morning, night or  
anything in between I will take a few minutes out 
of my day to pray. I will also try to decrease my 
usage of the Internet. I will be more generous with 
my time and dedicate more of it to my family and 
other things that could help me or others.  
Luca Piagentini Gr. 8  

To get closer to 
God this lent, I 
will pray every 
night. I will also to 
a Hail Mary and 
an Our Father 
every night with 
my prayer.  
Kavan Walker 
Gr. 7  

I am going to try to pray each morning. I will give up sweets and I will try 
to talk to my grandparents more often.  
Lucy LeVitus Gr. 7  

Through prayer and hoping that the community 
will come together and help each other in order 
to stay safe and be thankful for the things that 
God has given us. Michelle Fruge Gr. 7  

I will try to do 1 nice thing a day for someone. I 
will also try to spend less time on my phone 
and spend more time with my family.   
Jackson Droll Gr. 8  

I have been blessed with my health. Even though 
right now with covid and school being stressful I 
am grateful. My aunt is fighting covid 19 and was 
just diagnosed with colon cancer. I pray for her to 
heal and make it through. I think god has been 
listening to my prayers because she is fighting and 
should have been gone already. 
 

I am blessed to have such amazing family, a roof 
over my head and food.  
 

Generosity, prayer, take time to talk to god by  
listening and let god speak to you is what I got 
from Ash Wednesday mass. A conversation with 
God helps me feel better.  
Maggie Moreno Gr. 8 

I'm going to keep a positive attitude and pray for 
longer. Adler Johnston Gr. 6  

1. Prayer: I will not just pray at night, but I 
will try to listen quietly to God for 5 
minutes. 
2. Generosity: I will ask more often how I 
can help around the house. 
3. Fasting: I will get my work done right 
away instead of goofing off and not  
having time to finish my work. 
Charlotte Ohlwein Gr. 6 

I am going to pray more before I go to sleep and 
give up ice cream which is my favorite dessert. 
Jordyn Meng Gr. 6 
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ORPHANS OF 

THE STORM

Adopt a Friend for Life

Adoptions 

11am-5pm

7 Days

847.945.0235

2200 RIVERWOODS RD.

RIVERWOODS

www.orphansofthestorm.org

CALL NOW 847-688-0906

Call on us for full service tree care
Proudly serving the North Shore for over 35 years. 
Simo Brothers tree service are experts and provide 

quality tree care services you deserve.

Jim Berardi, Parishioner 
DiVinci Painters, Inc. 

1256 Old Skokie Road - Highland Park, IL

Call for a free estimate 
847-266-1295 

www.divincipainters.com

Complete service for your  Complete service for your  
home’s plumbing systemhome’s plumbing system

• Water Heaters • Leak Detection

• Sump/Ejector Pumps • Faucet Repair

• Clogged Drains • Gas Piping

• Backup Systems • Toilet Repair

• Disposals • Sewers Televised

• Repiping • Fixture upgrades

Mon-Sat 8 AM to 2 PM

301 South Happ Road 
Northfield, IL

Ph:  (847) 446-5444 
Text:  (847) 447-6446

www.threetartsbakery.com

VITICOMPANIES.COM | 847.432.1000

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE

Joseph A. Palminteri Insurance Agency Inc.
Call or visit me today

Joseph A. Palminteri, Agent

847-432-5570
475 Roger Williams Ave. • Highland Park

Se Habla Español

(847) 433-7795
pieros4pizza.com

KELLEY & SPALDING 
FUNERAL HOME & 

CREMATORY
Family Owned and Operated for 

3 Generations

Dean C. Spalding
James J. Spalding

(847) 831-4260
Highland Park, IL

LAKE FOREST

ACUTE CARE

“The Doctor Is Always In”

Mark Mass, MD

1025 Everett Road

847.234.7950

 Your Hometown Auto Repair For 42 Years

Complete Auto & Truck Repair 
Foreign & Domestic 

Emission Testing Repair

A/C Recharge 
Oil Change • Tires • Towing

pasquesiauto@sbcglobal.net 

2086 First St., Highland Park     847-433-4862

www.companionsforseniors.com

affordable non-medical in-home care

Call Sam Tatel: (773) 259-8420

BILL SCHNEEBERGER 
PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC
 
 Faux Finishing 
 Wall Papering
 Light Carpentry
 Interior/Exterior

847-498-6237
Northbrook 

www.billschneeberger.com

HIGHLAND PARK  
1835 First Street

847.432.7800

NORTHBROOK  
633 Skokie Boulevard

847.272.1300

FIRSTBANKHP.COM

We’ve come a long way over the years. 
While we still offer the same friendly 
service from our personal bankers, we 
now also offer mobile and online banking, 
bill pay and so much more. We are the 
community bank that grows along with 
our community. 

At First Bank of Highland Park, we’re 
ready to bank with you and the following 
generation for years to come.

Contact one of our Bankers today and let 
us show you what we can do for you.

Banking for you and 
the next generation

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

RICK SHOEMAKER President/Owner

1500 Old Skokie Road
Highland Park, IL 60035

Phone: 847-831-3165
Fax: 847-831-6044
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