
Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord                April 4, 2021 

CONNECT: 

PHONE: (847) 433-0130  
  

ONLINE: 
www.icparish.org 
 

 
THE PARISH OFFICES 
ARE CLOSED UNTIL  
FURTHER NOTICE. 

OUR PARISH MISSION  
STATEMENT: 

 

To be an inspired  
and holy Catholic  
community of faith that 
embraces the challenges 
of being  a vibrant  
parish in today’s  
society. 

WEEKEND MASSES: 
SATURDAYS AT 5PM 
SUNDAYS AT 10:30AM 
 

DAILY MASSES: 
TUESDAYS &  
THURSDAYS 8AM 
 

RECONCILIATION: 
SATURDAYS 3:30 - 4:30PM 
 

HOLY HOUR: 
WEDNESDAYS 6 - 7PM 

WATCH HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SUNDAY MASSES LIVE 
BY CLICKING THE LINK:  https://vimeo.com/icparish 
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serving our parish 

PASTOR 
Fr. Michael F. McMahon 
frmcmahon@icparish.org      

 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Fr. Terrence A. McCarthy 
 
ASSISTING CLERGY 

Fr. Bruce Wren, LC 
bwren@legionaries.org 

 
DEACON 

Louie Vignocchi 
deaconlouie@icparish.org      

 
OPERATIONS MANAGER 

Natalie Hennigan 
 nhennigan@icparish.org 
 
DIR. OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
(PREP) 

Barb Cegielski 
 prepoffice@icparish.org 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 

Mary Nelsen 
mnelsen@comcast.net 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE EMERITA 

Ann Moorman 
 
Co-Directors of Liturgical Music 

Juli Brubaker 
 jbrubaker@icparish.org 
 Gina Masland 

gmasland@icparish.org 
 
BULLETIN EDITOR 

Julie Salako 
bulletin@icparish.org 

 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE STAFF 

Celia Nares 
 cnares@icparish.org  

PARISH COUNCIL 
Julie Harrigan  
Steve Kriss   
Luisa Lara       
Miriam Trogi 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Donna Falzone 
Mark Gryl 
Marc Horner 

councils 

mass intentions 

Saturday, April 3 
7:00pm:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish  
 

Sunday, April 4 
8:00am:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
10:30am:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
 

Monday, April 5 
8:00am:  Rev. David Cortesi 
 

Tuesday, April 6 
8:00am: Rose Mastro 
 

Wednesday, April 7 
8:00am:  Jerome M. Stachniw 

Thursday, April 8 
7:00pm:  Romano Bacci 
 

Friday, April 9 
Sonya Lamarr 
 

Saturday, April 10 
8:00am:  Deceased Parishioners of 
Immaculate Conception Parish 
5:00pm:  Silvio Nudo 
Jay Rubin 
 

Sunday, April 11 
10:30am:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
Anna Cortesi 
Margaret Vena 
Romano Bacci 

CALLING ALL GARDEN ENTHUSIASTS 
 
We are in need of volunteers to help 
with the Meditation Garden.  The plan  
is to help beautify and maintain this  
garden throughout the season.  What a 
great way to bring our IC community  
together outdoors, observing current  
restrictions.   
 
We will be beginning this project the 
week after Easter.  Please consider giving your time, resources 
and gardening talent for this project.  You don’t have to be a 
gardener to participate.   
 
All ages are welcome.  Confirmation students will have an  
opportunity for service hours. 
 
If you are interested, please contact Midge Berardi. 
midgeberardi@comcast.net or 224-619-5864 



Father Mike’s Homiletter – April 4, 2021 Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
 

Happy Easter!  When we started our preparation for today’s feast in February, our world was covered in 
white, seemingly lifeless under a frozen blanket.  Lent was looking long indeed.  Yet here we are at 
Easter – with several inches of blade-shaped green serving notice that the daffodils will soon be 
trumpeting the arrival of spring.  What looked lifeless was actually, silently, preparing not only to come 
to life, but to burst into it with energy and enthusiasm.   
 

This last year has made us focus more intently on the “normal”.  So much of what we take for granted, 
what had become a habit, was suddenly canonized as “normal” when it was taken away.  Much of life 
resembled winter, regardless of the calendar.  Of course, the normal can be positive – something that 
makes habitual those actions and words which lubricate the gears of everyday life, saying “please” and 
“thank you,” having a routine in the grocery store, organizing the weekend around a particular Mass.  
But if we allow “normal” to become a current taking control of us, it can be more like sand in the daily 
grind of life.   
 

Jesus understood the value of normal:  He enjoyed parties like the wedding at Cana; He understood the 
dangers of the sea faced by His fishermen disciples; He valued the familiar friendship of Mary, Martha 
and Lazarus; He understood the sorrow and hardship faced by the widow of Nain when her son died (as 
He would understand that of His own mother); He “normally” kept the Sabbath and worshipped in the 
synagogue.  Yet He did not let the “normal” become a straight-jacket which prevented Him from doing 
good – which sometimes meant thinking “outside the box” as we would say today.  In changing water to 
wine, He understood the predictable embarrassment of the host, but His generosity trumped the usual 
practice of serving the best wine first.  In calming the sea, He encouraged Peter to walk to Him on the 
water.  In comforting Mary and Martha on the death of their brother and empathizing with the grieving 
widow, He restored their loved ones to life, rather than merely offering the usual sympathies.  In 
worshipping at the synagogue and at the Temple in Jerusalem, He saw the real purpose of worship – to 
give glory to God – rather than to preserve rules and regulations, positions of authority, and insure 
comfortability for those in power.  Jesus got in a lot of trouble because He didn’t do “normal” they way 
others thought He should.   
 

But Jesus’ failure to do the “normal” is our salvation.  His “abnormal” willingness to suffer and die for 
our sake in His humanity has given us the opportunity to rise with Him in His divinity.  The Gospel 
accounts of His public life record the normal and the not-so-normal ways Jesus responded to the unfair 
and unjust, the distorted and the so-called perfect, the happy and the sad, the fearful and the confident.  
And underneath and behind all of the Gospels is Jesus infusing life into all who would accept it.   
 

Today, we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection from a death imposed by the “normal,” by fear of His life-giving 
message.  He gave everything He had in His humanity, and promised to be with us still, telling His 
disciples to go to Galilee, where He would see them again.  He is telling them to go back to where it all 
began, with their new understanding born of their experience of Him, and go forward again from there.  
He has given them a new “normal” – as He has given us a new normal.  Every year, we can go back to the 
beginning, and start again with a new understanding of the Easter message and of Jesus’ love for us.  
Christ is risen, alleluia!   
 

I wish you all peace and joy in your new beginning.   
 

Father Mike    
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THANK YOU 
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Thank you to all of our volunteers for  
your dedication to Immaculate 

Conception Parish. Your actions help 
make our community a safer place. We 
are incredibly grateful for and humbled 
by your continued efforts, and we want 

you to know that your work has not 
gone unnoticed, and we  

could not do it without you!! 
 

 
 
 

Thank you, to all Immaculate Conception  
Parishioners who have come back to  

in-person Mass or are watching at home. We 
are a joyful, loving community that  

supports one another and inspires others to 
seek an encounter with our Lord. This is why 

we are called together as a parish family.  
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Christ is Risen, He is Risen Indeed! Our Lord conquers death and despair and gives us an eternal 
source of life and hope. Alleluia! 
 

Our Lenten journey together now gives way to an Easter joy that is meant to be shared with the 
world around us. Just as with the sending forth after every Mass, we are called to go forth as a 
joyful, loving community that inspires others to seek an encounter with our Risen Lord. 
 

Your Easter gifts are an important part of bringing our parish’s mission to life. The contribu-
tions of parishioners during the Easter season constitute a sizable portion of our annual budget 
to fund vital ministries and areas of operation for our parish. 
 

Prayerfully consider making a one-time Easter gift to ensure that our parish ministries and  
operations can continue. You can send your gift to our parish office, or online at https://
www.givecentral.org/location/109/event/1294.   
 

Please know that you are a gift to our Immaculate Conception family. Your presence, whether in 
spirit or in person, mean more to our local Church than you can imagine. 
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ORPHANS OF 

THE STORM

Adopt a Friend for Life

Adoptions 

11am-5pm

7 Days

847.945.0235

2200 RIVERWOODS RD.

RIVERWOODS

www.orphansofthestorm.org

CALL NOW 847-688-0906

Call on us for full service tree care
Proudly serving the North Shore for over 35 years. 
Simo Brothers tree service are experts and provide 

quality tree care services you deserve.

Jim Berardi, Parishioner 
DiVinci Painters, Inc. 

1256 Old Skokie Road - Highland Park, IL

Call for a free estimate 
847-266-1295 

www.divincipainters.com

Complete service for your  Complete service for your  
home’s plumbing systemhome’s plumbing system

• Water Heaters • Leak Detection

• Sump/Ejector Pumps • Faucet Repair

• Clogged Drains • Gas Piping

• Backup Systems • Toilet Repair

• Disposals • Sewers Televised

• Repiping • Fixture upgrades

Mon-Sat 8 AM to 2 PM

301 South Happ Road 
Northfield, IL

Ph:  (847) 446-5444 
Text:  (847) 447-6446

www.threetartsbakery.com

VITICOMPANIES.COM | 847.432.1000

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE

Joseph A. Palminteri Insurance Agency Inc.
Call or visit me today

Joseph A. Palminteri, Agent

847-432-5570
475 Roger Williams Ave. • Highland Park

Se Habla Español

(847) 433-7795
pieros4pizza.com

KELLEY & SPALDING 
FUNERAL HOME & 

CREMATORY
Family Owned and Operated for 

3 Generations

Dean C. Spalding
James J. Spalding

(847) 831-4260
Highland Park, IL

LAKE FOREST

ACUTE CARE

“The Doctor Is Always In”

Mark Mass, MD

1025 Everett Road

847.234.7950

 Your Hometown Auto Repair For 42 Years

Complete Auto & Truck Repair 
Foreign & Domestic 

Emission Testing Repair

A/C Recharge 
Oil Change • Tires • Towing

pasquesiauto@sbcglobal.net 

2086 First St., Highland Park     847-433-4862

BILL SCHNEEBERGER 
PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC
 
 Faux Finishing 
 Wall Papering
 Light Carpentry
 Interior/Exterior

847-498-6237
Northbrook 

www.billschneeberger.com

HIGHLAND PARK  
1835 First Street

847.432.7800

NORTHBROOK  
633 Skokie Boulevard

847.272.1300

FIRSTBANKHP.COM

We’ve come a long way over the years. 
While we still offer the same friendly 
service from our personal bankers, we 
now also offer mobile and online banking, 
bill pay and so much more. We are the 
community bank that grows along with 
our community. 

At First Bank of Highland Park, we’re 
ready to bank with you and the following 
generation for years to come.

Contact one of our Bankers today and let 
us show you what we can do for you.

Banking for you and 
the next generation

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

RICK SHOEMAKER President/Owner

1500 Old Skokie Road
Highland Park, IL 60035

Phone: 847-831-3165
Fax: 847-831-6044
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Dear Parishioners,  
 
Christ is Risen!  Alleluia!  The past year has been difficult for all of us and 
we have lost much, but we have not been deprived of our faith.  God has 
been with us in thousands of ways, many of them unnoticed: the note or 
phone call which arrived at exactly the moment we needed a lift, the 
negative test after exposure to Covid-19, the discovery of vaccines, the 
many essential workers who have taken risks for the benefit of others.  
For some, He has been present to console them in moments of sorrow.   
 
Easter celebrates the Resurrection of Jesus Christ from physical death at 
the hands of those who didn’t know Him.  But Jesus knew them, and He 
knows every one of us – deeply, completely, and delightedly.  As we 
celebrate Easter this year, let us remember we are not re-enacting the 
events of Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday.  Rather, we are 
celebrating the redemption they herald, and responding to the call to 
conversion to the ways of our Savior as it is happening in our lives today.  
In doing so, we can anticipate the joy of eternal life with Him.  As we 
celebrate Christ’s Resurrection and grow in our understanding of what it 
means for us, let us also resolve to do all that we can to deepen our 
relationship to our Risen Savior.   
 
On behalf of all the Parish staff, I wish you all a happy and blessed Easter!   
 
Yours in Christ,  
 
Father Michael F. McMahon  


