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mass intentions
Saturday, April 10
8:00am: Deceased Parishioners of
Immaculate Conception Parish
5:00pm: Silvio Nudo
Jay Rubin
Sunday, April 11
10:30am: Parishioners of Immaculate
Conception Parish
Anna Cortesi
Margaret Vena
Romano Bacci
Monday, April 12
8:00am: Oscar Arreola
Tuesday, April 13
8:00am: Sonya Lamarr
Jerome Stachniw

Wednesday, April 14
8:00am: Carzoli Family
Thursday, April 15
8:00am: Trogi Family
Friday, April 16
8:00am: Vicenzo & Teresina
Sorrentino
Saturday, April 17
8:00am: Deceased Parishioners of
Immaculate Conception Parish
5:00pm: Gretchen Callahan
Ray Geraci
Phyllis Roa
Sunday, April 18
10:30am: Parishioners of Immaculate
Conception Parish
Otto Cortesi
Dominic Venturi

Father Mike’s Homiletter – April 11, 2021 Second Sunday of Easter
Scripture: Acts of the Apostles 4:32-35; Psalm 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24; 1 John 5:1-6; John 20:19-31
To begin, I want to thank all those who made our Easter liturgies so beautiful. A number of people responded to
our call for additional help for the 8 am Mass on Easter Sunday, some who could only help before or after, and we
are grateful for their willingness to step in at the last minute. The Church looked beautiful for the Triduum
liturgies, but it took a lot of work on the part of a number of people to set up and rearrange the Church Thursday
night, Friday afternoon and evening, and again on Saturday. This year, we also had to deal with sign-up sheets, etc.
I am grateful to all the staff, vendors, the “stream team”, ushers and the many parishioners who helped to make
our holy days so peaceful and prayerful. Thank you all.
Our readings today continue the Easter story. And in a way, the readings come to us in what might seem to be a
reverse order. First, we hear from St. Luke, the author of the Acts of the Apostles, describing the very early Church
– an ideal Christian community – in which each person places his resources at the service of the community, which
then distributes them on the basis of need. This seems a little bit later than the Easter Sunday narrative. Next we
hear from the first letter of St. John, who assures us that if we believe in Jesus as the Christ, we are begotten of God.
He seems to be a little ahead of St. Luke in reminding us that if we love God the Father, we will also love His OnlyBegotten Son. But John goes on to say we can tell if we love God by whether or not we obey His commandments –
in other words, love is expressed in actions, not just words. The Christian community described in the first reading
seems to have learned this lesson and put it into effect.
Lastly, we hear from John what happened even earlier, on the evening of Easter Sunday. The disciples – not just
the Apostles, though Thomas is reported to be absent – are gathered in a locked room, waiting to see if there was
more horror to come – further efforts to obliterate Jesus’ memory and message. Jesus comes into their midst,
bidding them to receive His peace, and showing them His hands and His side. He breathes on them, saying
“Receive the Holy Spirit,” reminding us of His breathing life into Adam, and of breathing His last on the Cross, and
of His promise that the Spirit would bring them understanding. He goes on to tell them that those whose sins they
forgive are forgiven, and those which are not forgiven, are retained. While this statement is often associated with
the Sacrament of Reconciliation, we should remember that there were a group of disciples in the room, and the
responsibility of forgiving and reconciling seems to have been placed an everyone. That would include us – we too
have a responsibility to introduce peace and goodwill among all those we encounter, to let go of injuries, and
welcome those who have hurt us back into our good graces. We too must be a source of Divine Mercy.
When the disciples report all this to Thomas upon his arrival, he says he needs to touch Jesus’ wounds in order to
believe. It sounds somewhat harsh and skeptical, but I tend to think it reflects Thomas’ sorrow at missing Jesus.
He’s not sure what to believe, but he didn’t like being left out, and after all he’s only asking for what Jesus offered
the others who were there – He showed them His hands and side. The following Sunday, the octave of the
Resurrection which we celebrate today, Jesus again joins the disciples still in their locked room, this time with
Thomas present, and right away, Jesus offers Thomas the opportunity to see His wounds. Thomas, who was only
longing for the same personal encounter with Jesus that the other disciples had had, makes the ultimate profession
of faith “My Lord and My God!” The prior week the disciples had “rejoiced” at Jesus’ presence, but they had not
submitted so completely to the truth which the Spirit breathed into them. Thomas now believes with all his being.
Jesus responds “Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed” – that’s us! Thomas’ doubt, if that’s what
it was, brought us the greatest reassurance – the Spirit of Truth has been breathed into us, not just into the
gathered disciples. Alleluia! We are the beloved of the Father and the Son and the Spirit. And we are sent on
mission to show our love of God and His Son in our actions. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if those actions produced
something like that early Christian community? We have just had an example of that in our Holy Week
celebrations. What shall we do next?
Peace be with you!
Father Mike

3

AROUND THE PARISH

Food for Thought…
As I looked at that man upon the cross…I knew I must
make up my mind once and for all, and either take my
stand beside him and share in his undefeated faith in
God…or else fall finally into a bottomless pit of
bitterness, hatred, and unutterable despair.

-S. Paul Schilling, Theologian
from Prepare the Word, Truequest Communications

CALLING ALL
GARDEN
ENTHUSIASTS
We are in need of
volunteers to help with
the Meditation Garden.
My wife fainted on Good Friday night during
the Stations of Cross service, and a group of
Good Samaritans (aka parishioners ) came to
the rescue. I would like to express our
gratitude to each and every one of you.
- Mario

The plan is to help
beautify and maintain
this garden throughout
the season. What a great way to bring our IC
community together outdoors, observing
current restrictions.
Please consider giving your time, resources and
gardening talent for this project. You don’t
have to be a gardener to participate.
All ages are welcome. Confirmation students
will have an opportunity for service hours.
If you are interested, please contact Midge
Berardi at midgeberardi@comcast.net or
224-619-5864.
Thank you!
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EASTER

Christ is Risen, He is Risen Indeed! Our Lord conquers death and despair and gives us an
eternal source of life and hope. Alleluia!
Our Lenten journey together now gives way to an Easter joy that is meant to be shared with the
world around us. Just as with the sending forth after every Mass, we are called to go forth as a
joyful, loving community that inspires others to seek an encounter with our Risen Lord.
Your Easter gifts are an important part of bringing our parish’s mission to life. The
contributions of parishioners during the Easter season constitute a sizable portion of our
annual budget to fund vital ministries and areas of operation for our parish.
It’s not too late to make a one-time Easter gift to ensure that our parish ministries and
operations can continue. You can send your gift to our parish office, or online at
https://www.givecentral.org/location/109/event/1294.
Please know that you are a gift to our Immaculate Conception family. Your presence, whether
in spirit or in person, mean more to our local Church than you can imagine.

Thank you to everyone
who donated in
memory or honor of
your loved ones which
enabled us to purchase
beautiful Easter
flowers.
Thank you, as well, to
Mrs. Marsiglio for the
beautiful altar linen.
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Mon-Sat 8 AM to 2 PM
301 South Happ Road
Northfield, IL

Jim Berardi, Parishioner
DiVinci Painters, Inc.
1256 Old Skokie Road - Highland Park, IL

Ph: (847) 446-5444
Text: (847) 447-6446

Call for a free estimate
847-266-1295
www.divincipainters.com

www.threetartsbakery.com

VITICOMPANIES.COM | 847.432.1000

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today!
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

ORPHANS OF
THE STORM

Complete service for your
home’s plumbing system

Adopt a Friend for Life
Adoptions

• Water Heaters

• Leak Detection

• Sump/Ejector Pumps

• Faucet Repair

• Clogged Drains

• Gas Piping

• Backup Systems

• Toilet Repair

• Disposals

• Sewers Televised

• Repiping

• Fixture upgrades

11am-5pm
7 Days

CALL NOW 847-688-0906

847.945.0235
Call on us for full service tree care

2200 RIVERWOODS RD.

Proudly serving the North Shore for over 35 years.
Simo Brothers tree service are experts and provide
quality tree care services you deserve.

RIVERWOODS
www.orphansofthestorm.org
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KELLEY & SPALDING
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATORY

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE

Joseph A. Palminteri Insurance Agency Inc.
Call or visit me today

Family Owned and Operated for
3 Generations

Joseph A. Palminteri, Agent

Dean C. Spalding
James J. Spalding

847-432-5570

(847) 831-4260

475 Roger Williams Ave. • Highland Park

Highland Park, IL

Se Habla Español

LAKE FOREST

Your Hometown Auto Repair For 42 Years

ACUTE CARE

Complete Auto & Truck Repair

“The Doctor Is Always In”

Foreign & Domestic
Emission Testing Repair

Mark Mass, MD

A/C Recharge
Oil Change • Tires • Towing

1025 Everett Road

pasquesiauto@sbcglobal.net

847.234.7950

2086 First St., Highland Park

(847) 433-7795
pieros4pizza.com
RICK SHOEMAKER President/Owner

1500 Old Skokie Road
Highland Park, IL 60035
Phone: 847-831-3165
Fax: 847-831-6044

847-433-4862

BILL SCHNEEBERGER
PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC
Faux Finishing
Wall Papering
Light Carpentry
Interior/Exterior

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today!
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

847-498-6237
Northbrook

www.billschneeberger.com

Banking for you and
the next generation
We’ve come a long way over the years.
While we still offer the same friendly
service from our personal bankers, we
now also offer mobile and online banking,
bill pay and so much more. We are the
community bank that grows along with
our community.
At First Bank of Highland Park, we’re
ready to bank with you and the following
generation for years to come.
Contact one of our Bankers today and let
us show you what we can do for you.

HIGHLAND PARK
1835 First Street
847.432.7800

NORTHBROOK
633 Skokie Boulevard
847.272.1300

FIRSTBANKHP.COM
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