
Fifth Sunday of Easter                                                                      May 2, 2021 

CONNECT: 

PHONE: (847) 433-0130  
  

ONLINE: 
www.icparish.org 
 

 
THE PARISH OFFICES 
ARE CLOSED UNTIL  
FURTHER NOTICE. 

OUR PARISH MISSION  
STATEMENT: 

 

To be an inspired  
and holy Catholic  
community of faith that 
embraces the challenges 
of being  a vibrant  
parish in today’s  
society. 

WEEKEND MASSES: 
SATURDAYS AT 5PM 
SUNDAYS AT 10:30AM 
 

DAILY MASSES: 
TUES & THURS 8AM 
 

RECONCILIATION: 
SATURDAYS 3:30 - 4:30PM 
 

HOLY HOUR: 
WEDNESDAYS 6 - 7PM 
NO HOLY HOUR MAY 5TH 

SATURDAYS 5:00 PM  
SUNDAYS  10:30AM MASS   

Watch it live!! 

JOIN US  BY  
CLICKING THE LINK:   

https://vimeo.com/icparish 
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serving our parish 

PASTOR 
Fr. Michael F. McMahon 
frmcmahon@icparish.org      

 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Fr. Terrence A. McCarthy 
 
ASSISTING CLERGY 

Fr. Bruce Wren, LC 
bwren@legionaries.org 

 
DEACON 

Louie Vignocchi 
deaconlouie@icparish.org      

 
OPERATIONS MANAGER 

Natalie Hennigan 
 nhennigan@icparish.org 
 
DIR. OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
(PREP) 

Barb Cegielski 
 prepoffice@icparish.org 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 

Mary Nelsen 
mnelsen@comcast.net 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE EMERITA 

Ann Moorman 
 
Co-Directors of Liturgical Music 

Juli Brubaker 
 jbrubaker@icparish.org 
 Gina Masland 

gmasland@icparish.org 
 
BULLETIN EDITOR 

Julie Salako 
bulletin@icparish.org 

 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE STAFF 

Celia Nares 
 cnares@icparish.org  

PARISH COUNCIL 
Julie Harrigan  
Steve Kriss   
Luisa Lara       
Miriam Trogi 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Donna Falzone 
Mark Gryl 
Marc Horner 

councils 

mass intentions 

Saturday, May 1 
8:00am:  Deceased Parishioners of 
Immaculate Conception Parish 
5:00pm:  William & Maria Vena 
Martini Families 
Jerome Stachniw 
 

Sunday, May 2 
10:30am:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
Anna Marsiglio 
Anna Cortesi 
John De Rose 
 

Monday, May 3 
8:00am:  Ida Santi 
 

Tuesday, May 4 
8:00am: John De Rose 

Wednesday, May 5 
8:00am:  Mary Ellen Wolf 
 

Thursday, May 6 
8:00am:  Jerome M. Stachniw 
 

Friday, May 7 
8:00am:  Joapquin Rosales 
 

Saturday, May 8 
8:00am:  Deceased Parishioners of 
Immaculate Conception Parish 
5:00pm:  Angelina Sidari 
Antoinette “Annie” Duley 
Illa Dachs 
 

Sunday, May 9 
10:30am:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
Marie “Dolly” Venturi 

Catholic Charities of Lake County has new  
volunteer opportunities 

 
New Senior Calling Campaign. 

This time we are reaching out to seniors by phone to see if they have  
received their COVID vaccination.  If they have not, we are helping them sign 
up. This can be done on each volunteer’s own scheduled in their own homes. 
Sue Fowler will send out a list of 25 names with phone numbers and a calling 

script. Call Sue Fowler for more details.  
  

Volunteers to help with the Catholic  
Charities vegetable garden.  

We grow produce that is distributed to people served by our food pantry and 
people who attend our evening suppers. Specifically, we are looking for small 

groups of 3-5 volunteers to commit to a 3-week period where they would 
come to our garden 2-3 times a week. We would provide training and then 
they would receive hands-on experience. See the attached flyer or visit our 

website, https://www.ccofchicagovolunteer.com/opportunity/
a0C5A00000qZniDUAS, for more details.  



Father Mike’s Homiletter – May 2, 2021 Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

Scripture:   Acts 9:26-31;  Psalm 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32;  1 John 3:18-24;  John 15:1-8 
 
Well, we’ve had a couple of warm days, bringing nature to life.  The new crop of leaves is visible on the trees – tiny 
little light green blobs at the ends of the branches.  And there are all kinds of activities going on in our Parish as 
well – Confirmation next Wednesday, First Communion next Saturday, and we’re celebrating several Covid-
postponed infant Baptisms.  Just like plants underground, there’s lots of quiet growth happening!   
 
Our first reading describes Paul’s first visit to Jerusalem.  Since he had persecuted Christians, the early Church did 
not trust his claim that he had seen the Lord and converted.  Then Barnabas, whose name appropriately means 
“Son of Encouragement”, “took charge” of Paul – which must have been quite a feat, considering that Paul was a 
pretty strong personality – and presented him to the Apostles.  In other words, he got Paul a hearing with the guys 
in charge.  When Paul gave them a coherent account of his conversion and subsequent actions, they accepted his 
story.  The community forgave Paul his past, and gave him a second chance.  How could they do that?  It seems to 
me they were acting on the message of the second reading and the Gospel.   
 
In our second reading, John continues a favorite theme of his and exhorts the early Church members to “love not in 
word or speech, but in deed and truth.”  He is saying, don’t just talk the talk – be sure you walk the walk as well.  
That seems to be what the Church in Jerusalem did – they showed their love by accepting Paul’s explanation, and 
including him in to the community.  At the time, the Christians were a group centered on the message of Jesus, a 
devout Jew, but still part of the wider Jewish community.  When other groups within the Jewish community 
clashed with Paul and tried to kill him, the Christian community acted to protect him – they hustled him to the 
seaport Caesarea, and packed him off to his hometown of Tarsus (in modern Turkey) until things died down.   
Having dealt with the unfortunate effort to kill Paul, the Church was at peace, guided by the Holy Spirit – who 
seems to have been especially busy while Paul was in town – and adding to their numbers.   
 
But how did they, and how do we, have the strength and wisdom to walk the walk of love?  Jesus tells us in His Last 
Supper discourse, part of which is our Gospel reading.  He starts with the heart of the message: “I am the true vine 
and my Father is the vine grower….Remain in me, as I remain in you.”   Most often when we hear this line, we 
think of Jesus as the vine, and ourselves as the branches.  The Father is nowhere in the image.  But Jesus is very 
specific: His Father is the vine grower and He is the vine, we are the branches.  He is doing the will of the Father, 
and telling us stay connected to Him, which will keep us connected to the Father!   
 
The Greek word Jesus uses to describe himself, which we translate as “true” has a more expansive meaning in 
Greek - ”a lack of  forgetfulness.”  I find that comforting:  Jesus seems to be is saying He has a “lack of forgetfulness” 
– in other words, He does not and cannot forget us:  we are always in His consciousness.  And He is telling us He 
should always be in our consciousness.  The vine is a good image – we know they spread everywhere, always 
reaching further, and the fruit appears on the branches – plentifully!  That’s us.  Early Christians would have been 
very familiar with vines – they knew how to plant and tend them.  Pruning at the right time and in the right spot 
would remove the dead branches which had given up and produce additional branches which could bear more 
fruit.  Today, we might use the image of electricity: Jesus is the power and we need to stay plugged into Him – in 
short, Jesus is the juice!  Today, we wander around with cell phones, tablets, laptops, etc. – all in an effort to “stay 
connected” 24/7 to things which are much less essential than staying connected with Jesus.  He can’t get us out of 
His consciousness.  Keeping Him in ours will enable us to walk the walk of love.  In some translations, “remain with 
me” is translated “abide in me”.  It suggests we take up residence in Jesus’ presence – if we do, we can stay plugged 
in and connected to the “Juice”!   
 
Peace be with you!   
 
Father Mike    
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AROUND THE PARISH 

 

Food for Thought… 
 

Discipleship is not a status; it is a never-ending process.   
 
-John Shea  
 
Eating with the Bridegroom 
The Spiritual Wisdom of the Gospels 

After Mass on Mother's Day (Sunday, May 9) 
from 11:45am to 12:15pm, parishioners can 
drive by to get a carnation and prayer card in 
celebration of Mother's Day.  Louie  
Vignocchi, our Deacon, will provide a  
special blessing to all who come by. 
 

In the spirit of this Day, please consider  
driving a family member or friend who  
cannot attend Mass in-person to this event. 

  

Due to Confirmation, there will be  
no Holy Hour  

on Wednesday, May 5.  

In the coming week our IC Prep students will celebrate Confirmation and First Communion.   
Please remember them in your prayers.   

 
We invite all of you to participate in IC's  Confirmation and First Communion services via 

livestream.  You can access the link from our parish website or the links below. 

May 5th 
7:00 PM 

watch it live here:  

https://vimeo.com/530910438   

May 8th 
10:00 AM 
watch it live here:  

https://vimeo.com/530911481  



MOTHER’S DAY COLLECTION 
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  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  Immaculate Conception, Highland Park, IL B 4C 01-1396

ORPHANS OF 

THE STORM

Adopt a Friend for Life

Adoptions 

11am-5pm

7 Days

847.945.0235

2200 RIVERWOODS RD.

RIVERWOODS

www.orphansofthestorm.org

CALL NOW 847-688-0906

Call on us for full service tree care
Proudly serving the North Shore for over 35 years. 
Simo Brothers tree service are experts and provide 

quality tree care services you deserve.

Jim Berardi, Parishioner 
DiVinci Painters, Inc. 

1256 Old Skokie Road - Highland Park, IL

Call for a free estimate 
847-266-1295 

www.divincipainters.com

Complete service for your  Complete service for your  
home’s plumbing systemhome’s plumbing system

• Water Heaters • Leak Detection

• Sump/Ejector Pumps • Faucet Repair

• Clogged Drains • Gas Piping

• Backup Systems • Toilet Repair

• Disposals • Sewers Televised

• Repiping • Fixture upgrades

Mon-Sat 8 AM to 2 PM

301 South Happ Road 
Northfield, IL

Ph:  (847) 446-5444 
Text:  (847) 447-6446

www.threetartsbakery.com

VITICOMPANIES.COM | 847.432.1000

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436



  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  Immaculate Conception, Highland Park, IL A 4C 01-1396

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE

Joseph A. Palminteri Insurance Agency Inc.
Call or visit me today

Joseph A. Palminteri, Agent

847-432-5570
475 Roger Williams Ave. • Highland Park

Se Habla Español

(847) 433-7795
pieros4pizza.com

KELLEY & SPALDING 
FUNERAL HOME & 

CREMATORY
Family Owned and Operated for 

3 Generations

Dean C. Spalding
James J. Spalding

(847) 831-4260
Highland Park, IL

LAKE FOREST

ACUTE CARE

“The Doctor Is Always In”

Mark Mass, MD

1025 Everett Road

847.234.7950

 Your Hometown Auto Repair For 42 Years

Complete Auto & Truck Repair 
Foreign & Domestic 

Emission Testing Repair

A/C Recharge 
Oil Change • Tires • Towing

pasquesiauto@sbcglobal.net 

2086 First St., Highland Park     847-433-4862

BILL SCHNEEBERGER 
PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC
 
 Faux Finishing 
 Wall Papering
 Light Carpentry
 Interior/Exterior

847-498-6237
Northbrook 

www.billschneeberger.com

HIGHLAND PARK  
1835 First Street

847.432.7800

NORTHBROOK  
633 Skokie Boulevard

847.272.1300

FIRSTBANKHP.COM

We’ve come a long way over the years. 
While we still offer the same friendly 
service from our personal bankers, we 
now also offer mobile and online banking, 
bill pay and so much more. We are the 
community bank that grows along with 
our community. 

At First Bank of Highland Park, we’re 
ready to bank with you and the following 
generation for years to come.

Contact one of our Bankers today and let 
us show you what we can do for you.

Banking for you and 
the next generation

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

RICK SHOEMAKER President/Owner

1500 Old Skokie Road
Highland Park, IL 60035

Phone: 847-831-3165
Fax: 847-831-6044



 

 
Please be aware that no emails or texts 
would ever go out from Fr. McMahon or 
any Parish staff “asking for a favor”, so 
please beware should you ever receive 
something like this.  
 
Should you receive something, and are  
unsure of the originator, please contact  
Natalie in the Parish office  
(nhennigan@icparish.org ) rather than  
directly replying to the email or text.  
 
Also, please note that all emails from the 
Parish will come from an email address 
ending: icparish.org 

AROUND THE PARISH 

Meditation 
Garden Update 

 

We are finally getting 
ready to begin with the 
Meditation Garden 
project. We will begin on 
Wednesday, May 5 at  
1:30 pm (weather 
permitting of course) with 
clean up and preparation 
for planting. We will begin the planting process 
in the weeks after.  
 

All are welcome, even if you would like to just sit 
and chat with us while we work. Please contact 
Midge Berardi with any questions you may have 
at midgeberardi@comcast.net or 224-619-5864. 
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Thursday, May 6 

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN! 
 

Registration for the 2021-2022 PREP year is now posted on the parish 
website. Don’t miss out on the early bird registration incentives!  
 
The learning and teaching that took place during Zoom  
was incredible!  We have an amazing team of students and  
catechists. Come join us as we learn about our faith and prepare for 
the sacraments in person this fall.  
 
Any questions please contact our Director, Barb, at PREPOffice@icparish.org. 

PREP 


