
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time            June 13, 2021 

CONNECT: 

PHONE: (847) 433-0130  
  

ONLINE: 
www.icparish.org 
 

 
THE PARISH OFFICES 
ARE CLOSED UNTIL  
FURTHER NOTICE. 

OUR PARISH MISSION  
STATEMENT: 

 

To be an inspired  
and holy Catholic  
community of faith that 
embraces the challenges 
of being  a vibrant  
parish in today’s  
society. 

WEEKEND MASSES: 
SATURDAYS AT 5PM 
SUNDAYS AT 10:30AM 
 

DAILY MASSES: 
TUES & THURS 8AM 
 

RECONCILIATION: 
SATURDAYS 3:30 - 4:30PM 
 

HOLY HOUR: 
WEDNESDAYS 6 - 7PM 

SATURDAYS 5:00 PM  
SUNDAYS  10:30AM MASS   

Watch it live!! 

JOIN US  BY  
CLICKING THE LINK:   

https://vimeo.com/icparish 
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serving our parish 

PASTOR 
Fr. Michael F. McMahon 
frmcmahon@icparish.org      

 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Fr. Terrence A. McCarthy 
 
ASSISTING CLERGY 

Fr. Bruce Wren, LC 
bwren@legionaries.org 

 
DEACON 

Louie Vignocchi 
deaconlouie@icparish.org      

 
OPERATIONS MANAGER 

Natalie Hennigan 
 nhennigan@icparish.org 
 
DIR. OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
(PREP) 

Barb Cegielski 
 prepoffice@icparish.org 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 

Mary Nelsen 
mnelsen@comcast.net 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE EMERITA 

Ann Moorman 
 
Co-Directors of Liturgical Music 

Juli Brubaker 
 jbrubaker@icparish.org 
 Gina Masland 

gmasland@icparish.org 
 
BULLETIN EDITOR 

Julie Salako 
bulletin@icparish.org 

 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE STAFF 

Celia Nares 
 cnares@icparish.org  

PARISH COUNCIL 
Julie Harrigan  
Steve Kriss   
Luisa Lara       
Miriam Trogi 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Donna Falzone 
Mark Gryl 
Marc Horner 

councils 

mass intentions 

Saturday, June 12 
8:00am:  Deceased Parishioners of 
Immaculate Conception Parish 
5:00pm:  Margaret Vena 
Ellen Wolf 
Egidio & Rina Yanni 
 
Sunday, June 13 
10:30am:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
Gretchen Callahan 
Johanna Klena 
Gaspare DeLuca 
 
Monday, June 14 
8:00am:  Guy Scopelliti 
 
Tuesday, June 15 
8:00am:  Louis Santi 
Ted Kemm 
 
Wednesday, June 16 
8:00am:  Eliseo Trogi 

Thursday, June 17 
8:00am:  Eliseo Trogi 
Domenico Bommarito 
 
Friday, June 18 
8:00am:  Estelle Ann Schaefer 
 
Saturday, June 19 
8:00am:  Deceased Parishioners of 
Immaculate Conception Parish 
5:00pm:  Ray Geraci 
Jesse Roa 
Patrick L. & Edna Shields 
 
Sunday, June 20 
10:30am:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
Dominic & Marietta Donato 
Otto Cortesi 
 

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN! 
 

Registration for the 2021-2022 PREP year is 
now posted on the parish website. Don’t miss 
out on the early bird registration  
incentives!  
 
The learning and teaching that took place 
during Zoom was incredible!  We have an amazing team of stu-
dents and catechists.  
 
Come join us as we learn about our faith and prepare for the 
sacraments in person this fall.  
 
Any questions please contact our Director,  
Barb, at PREPOffice@icparish.org. 



Father Mike’s Homiletter – June 13, 2021 Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Scripture:   Ezekiel 17:22-24;  Psalm 92:2-3, 13-16;  2 Corinthians 5:6-10;  Mark 4:26-34 
 

Though we have been in ordinary time for two weeks, we are just getting around to calling it that.  In a literal 
sense, “ordinary” time is intended to be the time we spend doing our usual work – growing in our understanding of 
God, training ourselves to do His will when tempted to do otherwise.  It serves as a “getting-in-shape” time.  We let 
ourselves take a day off, skip exercise, indulge in calorie-laden foods on celebratory days, but we go back to work 
promptly after they are over, or we get totally “out-of-shape”, and the return to the regimen is very painful.  
Spiritually, we interrupt Ordinary Time to focus on special feasts or sacrificial programs, but we go back to the 
regular discipline when they are over.  Our readings this week are a “welcome back to the old regime” – all 
centered on farming images – images of patient commitment, rootedness and growth.   
 

Ezekiel is actually describing a series of events which brought the Israelites into captivity – two of their kings 
neglecting their responsibilities and overthrown by the Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar.  Yet God is offering 
hope:  He will choose another branch, an insignificant twig, from the Israelite tree, plant it, and nurture it into a 
rescuer for the people.  He is promising them a Savior.   
 

Mark is continuing a discussion of how the word of God works.  The passage just before today’s reading contains 
the parable of the sower of the seed, and the description of how it falls on various types of ground with various 
results.  Today’s reading starts by describing how a farmer plants seed and goes about his other chores and 
responsibilities.  He maintains his farm, doing his job of watering and weeding, but he does not really know how 
the seed grows and the growth part is not really under his control – as modern farmers will attest.  Next Mark 
describes the mustard seed, very small when planted, but growing into a pretty large plant which can offer shade 
and shelter to other creatures.  Now, the truth is, the description of the mustard tree in the Gospel is a bit 
exaggerated – it grows about 8 feet tall, but it is shrubby, grows everywhere in the area, so prolifically it could be 
considered a weed.  Yet using a somewhat be-draggled image, Jesus is proposing some essential truths.   
 

Ultimately, when we take our readings together, it seems we are being encouraged to get on with the discipline of 
cultivating our spiritual farms – with the same faithful persistence required of a farmer.  We may not see growth 
every day, but God is at work – that’s His part of the job, not ours.  But eventually we shall see the harvest.  We will 
become the mustard tree which can offer shelter and shade to others – perhaps not deluxe accommodation, but 
shelter and care nonetheless.  Jesus seems to pick the least likely candidates as the vehicles He uses for good.  That 
message should not be lost on us:  we may be the least likely, the least significant, the least equipped, and the least 
eager, but we are the means God has chosen to build His Kingdom on earth.  And judging by the parables we heard 
today, we don’t have to become splashy heroes – just do the little things that are our responsibility, with love, with 
the intention of pleasing God, and brick by brick, unnoticeable at first, the Kingdom will be built.   
 

St. Paul is really giving us another version of the same advice.  While death will bring us to union with Jesus, while 
on earth, we are expected to use the bodies we have been given to do the work God has given us – to make 
ourselves ready for the judgment we will face at death.  It’s another “get-in-shape” program – the ultimate fitness 
test.   
 

Let’s use this “ordinary” time to plant and cultivate the habits which will grow our spiritual plants: prayer, peace, 
patience, charity, hope in the coming harvest.   
 

Peace!   
Father Mike  
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Food for Thought… 
 

Every happening, great and small, is a parable whereby God speaks to us, and 
the art of life is to get the message.   

 -Malcolm Muggeridge  
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ORPHANS OF 

THE STORM

Adopt a Friend for Life

Adoptions 

11am-5pm

7 Days

847.945.0235

2200 RIVERWOODS RD.

RIVERWOODS

www.orphansofthestorm.org

CALL NOW 847-688-0906

Call on us for full service tree care
Proudly serving the North Shore for over 35 years. 
Simo Brothers tree service are experts and provide 

quality tree care services you deserve.

Jim Berardi, Parishioner 
DiVinci Painters, Inc. 

1256 Old Skokie Road - Highland Park, IL

Call for a free estimate 
847-266-1295 

www.divincipainters.com

Complete service for your  Complete service for your  
home’s plumbing systemhome’s plumbing system

• Water Heaters • Leak Detection

• Sump/Ejector Pumps • Faucet Repair

• Clogged Drains • Gas Piping

• Backup Systems • Toilet Repair

• Disposals • Sewers Televised

• Repiping • Fixture upgrades

Mon-Sat 8 AM to 2 PM

301 South Happ Road 
Northfield, IL

Ph:  (847) 446-5444 
Text:  (847) 447-6446

www.threetartsbakery.com

VITICOMPANIES.COM | 847.432.1000

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE

Joseph A. Palminteri Insurance Agency Inc.
Call or visit me today

Joseph A. Palminteri, Agent

847-432-5570
475 Roger Williams Ave. • Highland Park

Se Habla Español

(847) 433-7795
pieros4pizza.com

KELLEY & SPALDING 
FUNERAL HOME & 

CREMATORY
Family Owned and Operated for 

3 Generations

Dean C. Spalding
James J. Spalding

(847) 831-4260
Highland Park, IL

LAKE FOREST

ACUTE CARE

“The Doctor Is Always In”

Mark Mass, MD

1025 Everett Road

847.234.7950

 Your Hometown Auto Repair For 42 Years

Complete Auto & Truck Repair 
Foreign & Domestic 

Emission Testing Repair

A/C Recharge 
Oil Change • Tires • Towing

pasquesiauto@sbcglobal.net 

2086 First St., Highland Park     847-433-4862

BILL SCHNEEBERGER 
PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC
 
 Faux Finishing 
 Wall Papering
 Light Carpentry
 Interior/Exterior

847-498-6237
Northbrook 

www.billschneeberger.com

HIGHLAND PARK  
1835 First Street

847.432.7800

NORTHBROOK  
633 Skokie Boulevard

847.272.1300

FIRSTBANKHP.COM

We’ve come a long way over the years. 
While we still offer the same friendly 
service from our personal bankers, we 
now also offer mobile and online banking, 
bill pay and so much more. We are the 
community bank that grows along with 
our community. 

At First Bank of Highland Park, we’re 
ready to bank with you and the following 
generation for years to come.

Contact one of our Bankers today and let 
us show you what we can do for you.

Banking for you and 
the next generation

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

RICK SHOEMAKER President/Owner

1500 Old Skokie Road
Highland Park, IL 60035

Phone: 847-831-3165
Fax: 847-831-6044
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MEDITATION GARDEN UPDATE 
The garden is coming along nicely thanks to our 
many volunteers and donations. Your help is much 
appreciated! 
 
Please join us on Wednesday afternoons at 1:00 if 
you are able to help. Even if you would only like to 
sit and chat with us while we work.  We will 
continue to work on the garden as needed 
throughout the season. All are welcome! 
 
Please contact Midge Berardi with any questions at 
midgeberardi@comcast.net or 224-619-5864.  

MEDITATION GARDEN 


