
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time          August 1, 2021 

CONNECT: 

PHONE: (847) 433-0130  
  

ONLINE: www.icparish.org 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS:  
Mon-Thu: 9:00AM-3:00PM 
The office will be closed each day 
from 11:30 am - 12:30 pm. 
Fri: 9:00AM - 12:00PM 
Sat-Sun: Closed 

OUR PARISH MISSION  
STATEMENT: 

 

To be an inspired  
and holy Catholic  
community of faith that 
embraces the challenges 
of being  a vibrant  
parish in today’s  
society. 

WEEKEND MASSES: 
SATURDAYS AT 5PM 
SUNDAYS AT 8AM & 10:30AM  
 

DAILY MASSES: 
MON, TUES, WED, * , FRI & SAT 
AT 8AM 
*COMMUNION SERVICE: THUR 
AT 8AM 
 

RECONCILIATION: 
SATURDAYS 3:30 - 4:30PM 
 

HOLY HOUR: 
WEDNESDAYS 6 - 7PM 
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serving our parish 

PASTOR 
Fr. Michael F. McMahon 
frmcmahon@icparish.org      

 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Fr. Terrence A. McCarthy 
 
DEACON 

Louie Vignocchi 
deaconlouie@icparish.org      

 
OPERATIONS MANAGER 

Natalie Hennigan 
 nhennigan@icparish.org 
 
DIR. OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
(PREP) 

Barb Cegielski 
 prepoffice@icparish.org 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 

Mary Nelsen 
mnelsen@comcast.net 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE EMERITA 

Ann Moorman 
 
Co-Directors of Liturgical Music 

Juli Brubaker 
 jbrubaker@icparish.org 
 Gina Masland 

gmasland@icparish.org 
 
BULLETIN EDITOR 

Julie Salako 
bulletin@icparish.org 

 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE STAFF 

Celia Nares 
 cnares@icparish.org  

PARISH COUNCIL 
Julie Harrigan  
Steve Kriss   
Luisa Lara       
Miriam Trogi 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Donna Falzone 
Mark Gryl 
Marc Horner 

councils 

mass intentions 

Saturday, July 31 
8:00am:  Living & Deceased  
Parishioners of Immaculate  
Conception Parish 
5:00pm:  Bernice Witten 
Judy Cullen 
Catherine Menoni Ori 
 
Sunday, August 1 
8:00am:  Anna Cortesi 
10:30am:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
 

Monday, August 2 
8:00am:  Maria Vena De Rose 
 

Tuesday, August 3 
8:00am:  John De Rose 
Bernice Witten 
 

Wednesday, August 4 
8:00am:  John De Rose 

Thursday, August 5 
8:00am:  Gaspare DeLuca 
 
Friday, August 6 
8:00am:  Nancy Nanini 
 
Saturday, August 7 
8:00am:  Living & Deceased  
Parishioners of Immaculate  
Conception Parish 
5:00pm:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
 
Sunday, August 8 
8:00am:  Catherine Menoni 
10:30am:  George Emmett Phoenix, Jr.  
John De Rose 
Liliana Lamberti 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSIONARY COOPERATION PLAN 
 

The summer Missionary Cooperation Plan is an opportunity for our parish to 
learn about mission areas of our Church, be inspired to become missionaries 
ourselves and offer support to particular mission causes from around the 
globe.  This summer, due to the pandemic, it is impossible to have an  
in-person visitor, so next week we will hear a virtual message from multiple 
mission causes.  The Mission Co-op collection will be taken on the weekend 
of August 7-8.  If you are able, please place a donation to support the 104 
participating mission causes in the collection basket (with checks made 
payable to Immaculate Conception), or you can make a donation online at 
WeAreMissionary.org/give 



Father Mike’s Homiletter – August 1, 2021 Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Scripture:  Exodus 16:2-4, 12-15;  Psalm 78:3-4, 23-25, 54;  Ephesians 4:17, 20-24;  John 6:24-35 
 
Here we are in high summer – a summer we looked forward to as a liberation from quarantine.  Yet for 
some of us, all that we planned has not materialized, at least not in the way we expected, and we are 
already facing what is the real new year for many people, the start of a new school year.  We may just 
chalk the undone items up to the inevitable slippage of over-ambitious plans.   
 
Slippage – a generally benign product of human frailty.  The word itself suggests just a little drift off 
course.  Yet, over time and distance, being only a little off course can mean we miss our destination 
completely.  Our readings today can be read as a warning against spiritual slippage.   
 
The Israelites were willing enough to be liberated from slavery to pharaoh, packing up their families and 
flocks for the flight from Egypt.  But not too long into the journey, they block out the memory of their old 
suffering and remember the best part of their prior life – pharaoh provided their food.  They complain to 
Moses, and hidden under their grumbling is an unstated complaint against God:  He hadn’t done enough, 
He should have made it easier for them to cross the desert.  Their attention slipped from the important 
element of their situation – their freedom – to themselves and their stomachs.   Yet God accepts their 
complaint, and tells Moses He will provide food, with specific instructions on how to gather and use it.  
But the Israelite attitude has evidenced some “slippage” in their eagerness for the journey to the 
Promised Land – if it entails too much effort on their part.   
 
The second reading encourages new Christians to give up their prior lives (much like the Israelites 
fleeing Egypt), and put on new selves, reflecting God’s way of righteousness and holiness.  In other 
words, live the baptism they have chosen with energy and enthusiasm.  Over time, it is easy to lose our 
enthusiasm for following the right path, a little slippage in our determination to do the right thing.   
 
In our Gospel, Jesus is tracked by some of the crowd He had just fed with bread and fish.  They want to 
know how and when He had returned to Capernaum, but not out of concern for Him - Jesus recognizes 
they are really looking for His free food.  He was a great teacher, but they focused on the food, not the 
lesson.  When Jesus urges them to focus on eternal food, they ask Him what they can do to “accomplish 
the works of God.”  When He tells them “Believe in the one He has sent,” they immediately ask for a sign 
to give them a reason to believe – proof that it was worth their effort.  Seemingly a reasonable request, 
but He has just given them a sign – in the feeding of the 5,000.  Their attitude reveals “slippage” – a loss 
of focus on the essence of what Jesus is trying to convey – and their heads are in a completely earthly 
mode, even though they say they are focused on God.  They are no longer absorbing Jesus’ teaching, but 
rather looking for the ease of a miraculous sign.  At the mention of bread from heaven, they are all in 
“give us this bread always” mode, but they don’t understand Jesus himself as the bread from heaven.  
They don’t understand the cost.   
 
Slippage – slight changes of direction or focus, and we miss the point.  It’s a reminder of a lesson from a 
few weeks ago:  learn to discern the essential from the unnecessary.  Identifying and focusing on the 
essential greatly reduces the risk of slippage.  And we don’t want salvation to slip through our fingers.   
 
Peace!   
Father Mike  
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Around the parish 

Interested in a local part-time 
opportunity? Sacred Heart School 
in Winnetka is looking for 
a Preschool Teacher to work 
mornings in our 3 year 
old Preschool program.  Please 
email Jennifer 
at jsullivan@shwschool.org to 
learn more!    
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PREPOffice@icparish.org 

https://www.icparish.org/Prep-Registration 

 

Food for Thought… 
 

Bread for myself is a material question.  
Bread for my neighbor is a spiritual one.   

 
-Nikolai Berdyaev  

2021 Food Truck Thursdays 
 

Food Truck Thursdays return this summer!  
Enjoy a variety of food and drinks and a wide 
range of musical performances beginning July 
8, 2021. Food Truck Thursdays will run weekly 
from 4:30 PM to dusk through September 9 in 
Jens Jensen Park - Roger Williams Ave. between 
St. Johns Ave. and Dean Ave. 
 

August 12:  
Surprise Local Guest Opener  
You Guessed it - Linda Iovino 

4:30–5:45 PM 
 

Basement Band  
(Rock N Roll - Local Ravinia/  

HP Resident Band)  
6:00–8:00 PM  
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  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  Immaculate Conception, Highland Park, IL B 4C 01-1396

ORPHANS OF 

THE STORM

Adopt a Friend for Life

Adoptions 

11am-5pm

7 Days

847.945.0235

2200 RIVERWOODS RD.

RIVERWOODS

www.orphansofthestorm.org

CALL NOW 847-688-0906

Call on us for full service tree care
Proudly serving the North Shore for over 35 years. 
Simo Brothers tree service are experts and provide 

quality tree care services you deserve.

Jim Berardi, Parishioner 
DiVinci Painters, Inc. 

1256 Old Skokie Road - Highland Park, IL

Call for a free estimate 
847-266-1295 

www.divincipainters.com

Complete service for your  Complete service for your  
home’s plumbing systemhome’s plumbing system

• Water Heaters • Leak Detection

• Sump/Ejector Pumps • Faucet Repair

• Clogged Drains • Gas Piping

• Backup Systems • Toilet Repair

• Disposals • Sewers Televised

• Repiping • Fixture upgrades

VITICOMPANIES.COM | 847.432.1000

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an 
ad today! nderkacz@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x2436
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE

Joseph A. Palminteri Insurance Agency Inc.
Call or visit me today

Joseph A. Palminteri, Agent

847-432-5570
475 Roger Williams Ave. • Highland Park

Se Habla Español

(847) 433-7795
pieros4pizza.com

KELLEY & SPALDING 
FUNERAL HOME & 

CREMATORY
Family Owned and Operated for 

3 Generations

Dean C. Spalding
James J. Spalding

(847) 831-4260
Highland Park, IL

LAKE FOREST

ACUTE CARE

“The Doctor Is Always In”

Mark Mass, MD

1025 Everett Road

847.234.7950

 Your Hometown Auto Repair For 42 Years

Complete Auto & Truck Repair 
Foreign & Domestic 

Emission Testing Repair

A/C Recharge 
Oil Change • Tires • Towing

pasquesiauto@sbcglobal.net 

2086 First St., Highland Park     847-433-4862

BILL SCHNEEBERGER 
PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC
 
 Faux Finishing 
 Wall Papering
 Light Carpentry
 Interior/Exterior

847-498-6237
Northbrook 

www.billschneeberger.com

HIGHLAND PARK  
1835 First Street

847.432.7800

NORTHBROOK  
633 Skokie Boulevard

847.272.1300

FIRSTBANKHP.COM

We’ve come a long way over the years. 
While we still offer the same friendly 
service from our personal bankers, we 
now also offer mobile and online banking, 
bill pay and so much more. We are the 
community bank that grows along with 
our community. 

At First Bank of Highland Park, we’re 
ready to bank with you and the following 
generation for years to come.

Contact one of our Bankers today and let 
us show you what we can do for you.

Banking for you and 
the next generation

RICK SHOEMAKER President/Owner

1500 Old Skokie Road
Highland Park, IL 60035

Phone: 847-831-3165
Fax: 847-831-6044

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an 
ad today! nderkacz@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x2436
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