It SUN

IN ORDINARY TIME

WEEKEND MASSES:
SATURDAYS AT 5PM

SUNDAYS AT 8AM & 10:30AM

DAILY MASSES:

MON, TUES, WED, *, FRI &
SAT AT 8AM
*COMMUNION SERVICE:
THUR AT 8AM

RECONCILIATION:
SATURDAYS 3:30 - 4:30PM

HOLY HOUR:
WEDNESDAYS 6 - 7PM

e

OUR PARISH MISSION
STATEMENT:

To be an inspired

and holy Catholic
community of faith that
embraces the challenges
of being a vibrant
parish in today’s
society.

CONNECT:
PHONE: (847) 433-0130

ONLINE:
www.icparish.org

OFFICE HOURS:

Mon-Thu: 9:00AM-3:00PM
The office will be closed each day
from 11:30 am - 12:30 pm.

Fri: 9:00AM - 12:00PM
Sat-Sun: Closed




SERVING OUR PARISH COUNCILS

PASTOR PARISH COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE
Fr. Michael F. McMahon Julie Harrigan Donna Falzone
frmcmahon@icparish.org Steve Kriss Mark Gryl
Luisa Lara
PASTOR EMERITUS Mirlam Trogl
Fr. Terrence A. McCarthy
MASS INTENTIONS
DEAcoN _ Saturday, August 21 Thursday, August 26
Loule Vlgn.occhl . 8:00am: Deceased Parishioners of 8:00am: Patrick C. Shields
deaconlouie@icparish.org Immaculate Conception Ray Geraci
5:00pm: Patrick C. Shields
OPERATIONS MANAGER Ray Geraci Friday, August 27
Natalie Hennigan Yolanda & Michael Bernardi 8:00am: Giancarlo Martella
nhennigan@icparish.org Michael Youngman
Sunday, August 22
DIR. OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 8:00am: Maria Vena De Rose Saturday, August 28
(PREP) Richard & Violetta Lattanzi 8:00am: Darlene Foley
Barb Cegielski 10:30am: Parishioners of Immaculate |5:00pm: Parishioners of Immaculate
prepoffice@icparish.org Conception Parish Conception
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE Monday, August 23 Sunday, August 29 o
Mary Nelsen 8:00am: David Hartley 8:00am: Domenico & Maria Giunta
mnelsen@comcast.net Jack Vena 10:30am: Jerome Pasquesi
Tuesday, August 24 Rufino Marcojos
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE EMERITA 8:00am: Caterina Giunta Marra & Rubin Families
Ann Moorman Domenica & Antonio DeMarco
Co-Directors of Liturgical Music Wednesday, Augu§t .25
. 8:00am: Carlo Nanini
Juli Brubaker
]b.rubaker@lcpansh.org MASS LECTOR
Gina Masland
gmasland@icparish.org iig:gf gs 5.30 PM Celeste Moresco
BULLETIN EDITOR Sunday
Cheryl Rafferty
Julie Salako August 29 8:00 AM
bulletin@icparish.org Sunday ,
August 29 10:30 AM Cheryl O'Hare
PARISH CENTER OFFICE STAFF Saturday . .
Celia Nares September 4 5:30 PM izl elaeel
cnares@icparish.org Sunday
September 5 8:00 AM Steve Hauer
Sunday .
September 5 10:30 AM Robert Muriel
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Father Mike’s Homiletter — August 22, 2021 Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
Scripture: Joshua 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b; Psalm 34:2-3, 16-21; Ephesians 5:21-32; John 6:60-69

As I write this, it seems as though we have had one tragic week and are facing another. Hurricanes are threatening
significant parts of our country, and making the earthquake in Haiti even worse, if that’s possible. Afghanistan is
undergoing a forced regime change which is causing panic among much of the population, even as it cannot find a
way to fight for its own freedoms. The number of Covid cases is surging upward thanks to the newest variants.
And these are the emergencies, not the chronic problems we face every day. Right now, planet earth looks pretty
messy, and there is no instant solution on the horizon.

It is a time to think about the power of dripping water. Over time, the drip, drip of water, however slow, will make
a difference. It has carved valleys, mountain passes, eroded the foundations of waterfront condos, ruined
roadways and cleared pathways. Some results desirable, others not so much. Our readings today call us to be the
drip, drip of a river of Christian care and concern, which may not make an immediate difference, but over time,
can transform the earth.

At the end of forty years in the desert, Joshua is about to lead the Israelites into the Promised Land, and he puts the
ultimate questions to them: are you going to serve the Lord, or will you worship the gods of other people and
places? Joshua has reminded them of the care God has shown them during their desert odyssey, and the wonders
He performed to free them from slavery in Egypt. The people all confirm: they will serve the Lord - they know the
great things He has done for them, and they will remain faithful. Of course, we know they have taken “detours”
during their time in the desert, and rather expect they will do so again. But their fundamental commitment is to
the Lord. Our reading from Ephesians adds dimension to this: the Church He founded is Christ’s bride, the people
He loves above all. As God pledged himself to the Israelites, Jesus has committed himself to the Church, and those
who make up the Church, make up the Body of Christ on earth today.

Our Gospel had some of Jesus’ disciples giving up: after Jesus tells them they must eat His flesh and drink His
blood, some have reached their limit — they cannot accept this teaching and they go back to their old lives. Peter
speaks for the Twelve when he says “To whom can we go? We have come to believe you are the Christ.“ But It is
notable that his response does not reflect Peter’s usual enthusiasm — he is usually the one jumping in with both
feet, ready to lead the charge, even when he is pointed in the wrong direction. “You shouldn’t talk about your
death.” “Wash all of me, not just my feet.” Peter knows he is committed to Jesus, but he is a little befuddled too.
So are we right now.

Peter ultimately knows that after Jesus’ death, resurrection and ascension, the little band He left behind has work
to do spreading the Gospel — they had nowhere else to go. Essentially, they became the Church, adding to its
numbers, and the places it operated. The Church became the Body of Christ, we are the embodiment of Christ on
earth. It has been so for over 2000 years. Yet, when we look around, how much does our Church look like the
Jesus of the Gospels? When we criticize, are we discreet and gentle? When we talk about someone, are we positive
or negative? Do we look down on others, whether groups or individuals? Are we convinced we know better than
others, before we even hear their ideas? Do we assume that we should be in charge of every group we join or do
we encourage others to step forward to center stage? Do we leave the volunteering to others? Do we make our
volunteer group look more like a private club than a group open to all who want to help? How much like Jesus do
we make our Church look?

Each of these things can seem small and insignificant — but over time, an accumulation of small kindnesses and
positive actions can have a “drip-drip” effect which makes a significant difference. We’ve all seen the ads which
encourage us to be life-long —learners — pick up a new language, a new sport, a new skill of some sort. Add a
credential to your resume and increase your earning power. We can, and should, be life-long-learners of
Christianity too. Each day we can work on some small thing — saying something nice to the office grump, offering
to get coffee for the group, bringing someone into a meeting with a genuine welcome and as an equal (rather than
as an “aren’t - I - being-nice-project.”) Volunteer for something with a real intention to work, not just take credit for
being on the committee. Become part of the drip-drip, part of a flood of Christianity which will change the world.
After all, what else can we do?

Peace! Father Mike
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AROUND THE PARISH

Foool for Thought...

Prayer is to our soul what rain is to
the soil. Fertilize the soil ever so ‘:D UD foi TH D U C HT
richly, it will remain barren unless  —

fed by frequent rains. -

-St. John Vianney

TIVITIVIACULATE CONCEPTION
PREP

REGISTRATION
Is OPEIN !

2021-2022 classes begin for students in grades K-8 on 9/19/21 at 9 a.m.
Please use the link below to register and view the class calendar.

https://www.icparish.org/Prep-Registration

Any questions, please contact Barb via email at PREPOffice@icparish.org

We are excited to see all our new and returning families this fall!
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AROUND THE PARISH

Do you have a Canopy?

IC would love to borrow it for our “Pop-Up”
Rummage Sale on August 26-28.

! * If so, please contact Adele.McCarty@icloud.com or
1 1 call the Parish Office at 847-433-0130!

Thank you!

e Net ral

Would It Be Easier For You
To Give Online?

GiveCentral makes it fast, easy and convenient
for you to give online. You can give directly on the
website so there is no need to install and upgrade
software. You have the flexibility of using
GiveCentral on your computer, smartphone and
tablet.

If you are interested in using Give Central and
have questions please email Natalie
nhennigan@icparish.org or call the parish office
and we would be happy to assist you!!!
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Please log on to www.GiveCentral.org and sign 2181 SUNDAY IN'OR .
up! +4 s
Your continued support makes IC possible. "THINK WELL. S PE A ‘ *WELL .

DO WELL. THESE THREE
THINGS, THROUGH THE
MERCY OF GOD, WILL MAKE
A MAN GO TO HEAVEN."

Thank you!!!

ST. CAMILLUS DE LELLIS
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