
Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time        August 29, 2021 

CONNECT: 

PHONE: (847) 433-0130  
  

ONLINE: 
www.icparish.org 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS:  
Mon-Thu: 9:00AM-3:00PM 
The office will be closed each day 
from 11:30 am - 12:30 pm. 
Fri: 9:00AM - 12:00PM 
Sat-Sun: Closed 

OUR PARISH MISSION  
STATEMENT: 

 

To be an inspired  
and holy Catholic  
community of faith that 
embraces the challenges 
of being  a vibrant  
parish in today’s  
society. 

WEEKEND MASSES: 
SATURDAYS AT 5PM 
SUNDAYS AT 8AM & 10:30AM  
 

DAILY MASSES: 
MON, TUES, WED, * , FRI & 
SAT AT 8AM 
*COMMUNION SERVICE: 
THUR AT 8AM 
 

RECONCILIATION: 
SATURDAYS 3:30 - 4:30PM 
 

HOLY HOUR: 
WEDNESDAYS 6 - 7PM 

770 Deerfield Rd.  Highland Park, IL 60035                              847-433-0130 
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serving our parish 

PASTOR 
Fr. Michael F. McMahon 
frmcmahon@icparish.org      

 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Fr. Terrence A. McCarthy 
 
DEACON 

Louie Vignocchi 
deaconlouie@icparish.org      

 
OPERATIONS MANAGER 

Natalie Hennigan 
 nhennigan@icparish.org 
 
DIR. OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
(PREP) 

Barb Cegielski 
 prepoffice@icparish.org 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 

Mary Nelsen 
mnelsen@comcast.net 

 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE EMERITA 

Ann Moorman 
 
Co-Directors of Liturgical Music 

Juli Brubaker 
 jbrubaker@icparish.org 
 Gina Masland 

gmasland@icparish.org 
 
BULLETIN EDITOR 

Julie Salako 
bulletin@icparish.org 

 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE STAFF 

Celia Nares 
 cnares@icparish.org  

PARISH COUNCIL 
Julie Harrigan  
Steve Kriss   
Luisa Lara       
Miriam Trogi 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Donna Falzone 
Mark Gryl 
 

councils 

mass intentions 

Saturday, August 28 
8:00am:  Darlene Foley 
5:00pm:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception 
 

Sunday, August 29 
8:00am:  Domenico & Maria Giunta 
10:30am:  Jerome Pasquesi 
Rufino Marcojos 
Marra & Rubin Families 
 

Monday, August 30 
8:00am:  John De Rose 
 

Tuesday, August 31 
8:00am:  James F. Dolan 
 

Wednesday, September 1 
8:00am:  Deceased Parishioners of 
Immaculate Conception Parish 

Thursday, September 2 
8:00am:  Bruna Menoni 
 

Friday, September 3 
8:00am:  Deceased Parishioners of 
Immaculate Conception Parish 
 

Saturday, September 4 
8:00am:  Living & Deceased  
Parishioners of Immaculate  
Conception Parish 
5:00pm:  John DeRose 
Thomas Lecaros 
Mary Belmonti 
 

Sunday, September 5 
8:00am:  Parishioners of Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
10:30am:  Anna Cortesi 
Anna & Mario Marsiglio 

MASS LECTOR 

Saturday, September 4    5:00 PM Modi Obochi 

Sunday, September 5    8:00 AM Steve Hauer 

Sunday, September 5   10:30 AM Robert Muriel 

Saturday, September 11    5:00 PM Cheryl O’Hare 

Sunday, September 12    8:00 AM Mary Roberts 

Sunday, September 12   10:30 AM Faith Griswold 

 
 
 
 
 

Francis Sheahen 
December 21, 1922 - August 16, 2021 

Visitation September 10, 2021 9am 
Funeral Mass September 10, 2021 10am 

May the faithful departed rest in peace. 



Father Mike’s Homiletter – August 29, 2021 Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Scripture:   Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8;  Psalm 15:2-5;  James 1:17-18, 21b-22; 27;  Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
 

After weeks of readings from John’s Gospel discussing the Bread of Life and the true meaning of the Eucharistic 
presence of the Lord, we return to the Gospel of Mark.  While John’s Gospel is very theological, Mark gives us vivid 
reports of Jesus’ teaching.  Yet, despite the different perspectives, today’s reading from Mark, along with our 
readings from Deuteronomy and James, seem to me to be a perfect follow-on to the Bread of Life readings.     
 

We start with Moses’ final teaching to the Israelites as they prepare to enter the Promised Land:  follow the 
teachings the Lord has given them exactly as given – do not add or subtract from God’s law.  Seems like an obvious 
lesson to us, but by the time we get to Mark’s Gospel, Jesus is telling the religious authorities from Jerusalem that 
they have taken human rules and taught them as divine precepts, undermining the purpose of God’s law in the 
process.  They have focused the search for “purity and holiness” on external expressions of those things, rather 
than the real thing.   How did they get so far from where they started out?   
 

I suspect they started down the wrong path with good intentions:  they did more than the law required in order to 
be sure that they did not offend God.  In some circles this is called “building a fence around the law”.  At some 
point, people began to look at the fence as the law itself, instead of as a protective addition.  Perhaps attitudes 
changed:  if I stay outside the fence, I am guaranteed to stay in God’s good graces.  Slowly, the emphasis changes 
from “God’s good graces” to “I am guaranteed.”  A habit first became automatic and then became easy.   In a few 
generations, the people lost sight of why God gave them the laws in the first place:  that they might live – God’s laws 
were protective of His people and so wise other nations would admire them.  The purpose of the law turned into 
insuring that I will be seen as a holy person by my fellow men and by God.   Jesus saw that: basically, He is saying 
“motives matter” - internal disposition should match the external expression.  Going through the motions of 
devotion, without interior understanding and acceptance of the Divine purpose, is not the direct road to salvation.   
 

James’ instruction to the early Christians contains the same idea in different words.  Known as the brother of the 
Lord, James was the leader of the Church in Jerusalem in the very early days after the Ascension.  His exhortation 
to nurture the word of God which has been planted in the early Christians in Baptism speaks to our interior 
acceptance and cultivation of the lessons of the Gospel.   If we wind up focusing on external expressions of faith, 
unless we are also rooted in an interior appreciation of the Who and the why, we risk drifting away from the heart 
of Jesus’ teaching.  James says quite plainly “Be doers of the word and not hearers only,” meaning our internal 
disposition should manifest itself outwardly in our way of life.  In James’ time and place, caring for the orphan and 
widow was a starting point.  For us, it may be feeding the hungry; welcoming the refugee; getting vaccinated 
against Covid-19 to reduce the risk to others; speaking out in public in support of more equitable laws, pro-life 
measures surely, but also for affordable housing and services for those in need in our communities; and urging our 
legislators to stop squabbling and start trying to find creative solutions to our national problems which unify all 
groups.     
 

For us, I think it means we should examine our own motives more carefully at times.  When we do a good or 
charitable act, are we doing it from truly charitable motives, or to meet an obligation, sooth our consciences, 
appear generous, achieve public recognition?  Are we at Mass each Sunday to worship God or to appear devout or 
to socialize?  While those things may happen, are they incidental or primary?  When we say “this is the way we’ve 
always done it,” is that because it is the right way, or because what may have been right 20 years ago but does not 
reflect Gospel values today has become the easy or convenient way?  Since we are all human, there will be many 
times when our motives are mixed.  If we are aware of that, we can reflect, and pray for help in strengthening the 
selfless, and dampening the self-serving, elements in our actions.   
 

Our rummage sale was held this weekend.  When I first came here, I thought of it as a fund raiser for the Parish, 
and it is that.  But one day, a volunteer who had been working to sort, wash, polish, test and repair put it another 
way:  it makes nice things available to those who might not be able to afford them otherwise.  For her, that justified 
all the trouble to make sure everything was as perfect as it could be, regardless of how much effort that entailed.  
That’s a wonderful example of a motive which expresses a Eucharistic heart.       
 

Peace!   
Father Mike  
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THANK YOU 

We want to express our sincere thanks!!   
 

We rely on the generosity of our parish community to help us cover expenses related to 
ministry, maintenance, staffing and other pressing needs. 

Our collections are still down from our average Sunday budget.    
    

Please consider using this link to set up an online donation for    
Immaculate Conception Parish  

 https://www.givecentral.org/location/109/event/1292  

GiveCentral is a secure online donation platform. Donations can be made as you wish. 
A one time donation, monthly or even weekly if you choose.   

  
Donations are also welcome by mailing your donation to the parish  

or dropping them in our mail slot at the Parish Center. 
770 Deerfield Rd 

Highland Park, IL  60035 

  
 

 Thank you!!!  
We want to express our sincere thanks to those who  
continue their Sunday offering to support IC Parish  

during these unprecedented times. 
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Around the parish 

2021-2022 classes begin for students in grades K-8 on 9/19/21 at 9 a.m.   
Please use the link below to register and view the class calendar.  

 

https://www.icparish.org/Prep-Registration 
 

Any questions, please contact Barb via email at PREPOffice@icparish.org 
 

We are excited to see all our new and returning families this fall! 

 

 

Food for Thought… 
 
 
 

We may truly be said to worship God 
– though we lack perfection; but we 
cannot be said to worship Him if we 
lack sincerity.   

 
-Stephen Charnock  
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Do you know what happens when  
we exceed our goal? 

100% of payments in excess of our parish goal*  
is returned to us as a rebate! Parishes pay no  
Archdiocesan assessment on Annual Catholic  
Appeal Rebates. Thank you for your generosity! 

Donor Count 61 
2021 Goal $28,740.53 

 

Amount Pledged $28,020.00 
Amount Paid $24,780.00 
Balance Due $3,240.00 

PRAYER SHAWLS 
 

A Prayer Shawl is a 
shawl that has been 
crocheted or knitted 
in different 
patterns.  It is around 
24” by 62” with some 
being narrower or longer.  They can be  
requested for, or by, anyone experiencing 
a medical or physical need.  They can be blessed 
and come with a prayer to help comfort and 
ease any suffering.   There is no cost, however, 
donations can be made to purchase more yarn 
to continue this ministry. 
 
If you would like a Prayer Shawl, arrangements 
can be made for delivery or pickup.  Please 
contact Mary Roberts at  847-445-7483.  

Around the parish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATECHISTS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Sunday mornings 9:00-10:15 

Wednesday evenings 6:30-8:00 
 

Please contact Barb at  
Prepoffice@icparish.org if you are interested 
and available in joining our team by serving 

as a catechist or substitute. 
 

THANK YOU! 

In observance of 

Labor Day 
Our offices will be closed 
Friday, September 3 and 
Monday, September 6 
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  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  Immaculate Conception, Highland Park, IL B 4C 01-1396

ORPHANS OF 

THE STORM

Adopt a Friend for Life

Adoptions 

11am-5pm

7 Days

847.945.0235

2200 RIVERWOODS RD.

RIVERWOODS

www.orphansofthestorm.org

CALL NOW 847-688-0906

Call on us for full service tree care
Proudly serving the North Shore for over 35 years. 
Simo Brothers tree service are experts and provide 

quality tree care services you deserve.

Jim Berardi, Parishioner 
DiVinci Painters, Inc. 

1256 Old Skokie Road - Highland Park, IL

Call for a free estimate 
847-266-1295 

www.divincipainters.com

Complete service for your  Complete service for your  
home’s plumbing systemhome’s plumbing system

• Water Heaters • Leak Detection

• Sump/Ejector Pumps • Faucet Repair

• Clogged Drains • Gas Piping

• Backup Systems • Toilet Repair

• Disposals • Sewers Televised

• Repiping • Fixture upgrades

VITICOMPANIES.COM | 847.432.1000

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an 
ad today! nderkacz@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x2436



  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  Immaculate Conception, Highland Park, IL A 4C 01-1396

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE

Joseph A. Palminteri Insurance Agency Inc.
Call or visit me today

Joseph A. Palminteri, Agent

847-432-5570
475 Roger Williams Ave. • Highland Park

Se Habla Español

(847) 433-7795
pieros4pizza.com

KELLEY & SPALDING 
FUNERAL HOME & 

CREMATORY
Family Owned and Operated for 

3 Generations

Dean C. Spalding
James J. Spalding

(847) 831-4260
Highland Park, IL

LAKE FOREST

ACUTE CARE

“The Doctor Is Always In”

Mark Mass, MD

1025 Everett Road

847.234.7950

 Your Hometown Auto Repair For 42 Years

Complete Auto & Truck Repair 
Foreign & Domestic 

Emission Testing Repair

A/C Recharge 
Oil Change • Tires • Towing

pasquesiauto@sbcglobal.net 

2086 First St., Highland Park     847-433-4862

BILL SCHNEEBERGER 
PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC
 
 Faux Finishing 
 Wall Papering
 Light Carpentry
 Interior/Exterior

847-498-6237
Northbrook 

www.billschneeberger.com

HIGHLAND PARK  
1835 First Street

847.432.7800

NORTHBROOK  
633 Skokie Boulevard

847.272.1300

FIRSTBANKHP.COM

We’ve come a long way over the years. 
While we still offer the same friendly 
service from our personal bankers, we 
now also offer mobile and online banking, 
bill pay and so much more. We are the 
community bank that grows along with 
our community. 

At First Bank of Highland Park, we’re 
ready to bank with you and the following 
generation for years to come.

Contact one of our Bankers today and let 
us show you what we can do for you.

Banking for you and 
the next generation

RICK SHOEMAKER President/Owner

1500 Old Skokie Road
Highland Park, IL 60035

Phone: 847-831-3165
Fax: 847-831-6044

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an 
ad today! nderkacz@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x2436




